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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to section 2(a)
of the National Cultural Center Act (20
U.S.C. 7"6h(a)), amended by Public Law
107-117, and the order of the House of
January 6, 2009, the Speaker appoints
the following members of the House of
Representatives to the Board of Trust-
ees of the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts: Mr. KENNEDY of
Rhode Island, Ms. DELAURO of Con-
necticut, Mr. BLUNT of Missouri.

———————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 2:58 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

S. 234. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2105 East Cook Street in Springfield, Illinois,
as the ‘“‘Colonel John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Of-
fice Building”’.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. BYRD).

————

MEASURES PLACED
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 478. A bill to amend the National Labor
Relations Act to ensure the right of employ-
ees to a secret-ballot election conducted by
the National Labor Relations Board.

S. 482. A bill to require Senate candidates
to file designations, statements, and reports
in electronic form.

H.R. 1105. An act making omnibus appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

ON THE

————

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on February 26, 2009, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United
States the following enrolled bill:

S. 234. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2105 East Cook Street in Springfield, Illinois,
as the ‘“Colonel John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Of-
fice Building”’.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

David W. Ogden, of Virginia, to be Deputy
Attorney General.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. KEN-
NEDY):

S. 485. A Dbill to reauthorize the Select
Agent Program by amending the Public
Health Service Act and the Agriculture Bio-
terrorism Protection Act of 2002 and to im-
prove oversight of high containment labora-
tories; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURRIS, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
TESTER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 486. A bill to achieve access to com-
prehensive primary health care services for
all Americans and to reform the organiza-
tion of primary care delivery through an ex-
pansion of the Community Health Center
and National Health Service Corps programs;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. HATCH, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, and Mr. REID):

S. 487. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for human embryonic
stem cell research; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 488. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act, the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974, and the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to require group and in-
dividual health insurance coverage and
group health plans to provide coverage for
individuals participating in approved cancer
clinical trials; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. VITTER:

S. 489. A bill to amend the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act to authorize hunting under cer-
tain circumstances; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

By Mrs. HUTCHISON:

S. 490. A bill to amend title II of the Social
Security Act to repeal the windfall elimi-
nation provision and protect the retirement
of public servants; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mr. BURR,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. WARNER, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. DopD, Mr. BUNNING,
and Mr. KERRY):

S. 491. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow Federal civilian
and military retirees to pay health insurance
premiums on a pretax basis and to allow a
deduction for TRICARE supplemental pre-
miums; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Mr.
THUNE):

S. 492. A bill to amend the Social Security
Act and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
exempt certain employment as a member of
a local governing board, commission, or
committee from social security tax cov-
erage; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. HATCH,
Mr. DopDp, Mr. BURR, Mr. KENNEDY,
and Mr. BROWNBACK):

S. 493. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the estab-
lishment of ABLE accounts for the care of
family members with disabilities, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. CHAMBLISS:

S. 494. A bill for the relief of Salah Naji

Sujaa; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
SPECTER):

S. 495. A bill to increase public confidence
in the justice system and address any unwar-
ranted racial and ethnic disparities in the
criminal process; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
HATCH, and Mr. CASEY):

S. 496. A bill to provide duty-free treat-
ment for certain goods from designated Re-
construction Opportunity Zones in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 497. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize capitation grants to
increase the number of nursing faculty and
students, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BURR:

S. 498. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize dental insurance
for veterans and survivors and dependents of
veterans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 499. A bill to amend the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 to repeal the ultra-deepwater and
unconventional onshore natural gas and
other petroleum research and development
program; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 500. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to establish a national usury rate for
consumer credit transactions; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. KOoHL, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. BROWN, and Mr. INOUYE):

S. 501. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prohibit the mar-
keting of authorized generic drugs; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. REID, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. Res. 57. A resolution designating the
first week of April 2009 as ‘‘National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week”; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. KERRY, Ms. LANDRIEU,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. KENNEDY,
and Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. Res. 58. A resolution designating the
week of March 1 through March 8, 2009, as
““School Social Work Week”; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 21

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 21, a bill to reduce unintended preg-
nancy, reduce abortions, and improve
access to women’s health care.

S. 245

At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name

of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
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WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
245, a bill to expand, train, and support
all sectors of the health care workforce
to care for the growing population of
older individuals in the United States.
S. 345
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 345, a bill to reauthor-
ize the Tropical Forest Conservation
Act of 1998 through fiscal year 2012, to
rename the Tropical Forest Conserva-
tion Act of 1998 as the ‘‘Tropical Forest
and Coral Conservation Act of 2009,
and for other purposes.
S. 37
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 371, a bill to amend chapter 44
of title 18, United States Code, to allow
citizens who have concealed carry per-
mits from the State in which they re-
side to carry concealed firearms in an-
other State that grants concealed
carry permits, if the individual com-
plies with the laws of the State.
S. 422
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 422, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
and the Public Health Service Act to
improve the prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of heart disease, stroke, and
other cardiovascular diseases in
women.
S. 428
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 428, a bill to allow travel
between the United States and Cuba.
S. 454
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. NELSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 454, a bill to improve the
organization and procedures of the De-
partment of Defense for the acquisition
of major weapon systems, and for other
purposes.
S. 456
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 456, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, to develop guidelines to be used
on a voluntary basis to develop plans
to manage the risk of food allergy and
anaphylaxis in schools and early child-
hood education programs, to establish
school-based food allergy management
grants, and for other purposes.
S. 462
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 462, a bill to amend the
Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 to pro-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

hibit the importation, exportation,
transportation, and sale, receipt, ac-
quisition, or purchase in interstate or
foreign commerce, of any live animal
of any prohibited wildlife species, and
for other purposes.

S. 473

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 473, a bill to establish the Senator
Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation.

S. 482

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 482, a bill to require Senate can-
didates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form.

S. RES. 49

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 49, a resolution to ex-
press the sense of the Senate regarding
the importance of public diplomacy.

AMENDMENT NO. 573

At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER), the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER), the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. BOND), the Senator
from Utah (Mr. BENNETT), the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK)
and the Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
ALEXANDER) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 573 proposed to S.
160, a bill to provide the District of Co-
lumbia a voting seat and the State of
Utah an additional seat in the House of
Representatives.

AMENDMENT NO. 575

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 575 proposed to
S. 160, a bill to provide the District of
Columbia a voting seat and the State
of Utah an additional seat in the House
of Representatives.

AMENDMENT NO. 579

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 579 pro-
posed to S. 160, a bill to provide the
District of Columbia a voting seat and
the State of Utah an additional seat in
the House of Representatives.

AMENDMENT NO. 587

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. DEMINT) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
587 proposed to S. 160, a bill to provide
the District of Columbia a voting seat
and the State of Utah an additional
seat in the House of Representatives.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BURR (for himself and
Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 485. A bill to reauthorize the Se-
lect Agent Program by amending the
Public Health Service Act and the Ag-
riculture Bioterrorism Protection Act
of 2002 and to improve oversight of high
containment laboratories; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of S. 485, the Select
Agent Program and Biosafety Improve-
ment Act of 2009. Today, I reintroduced
this important Ilegislation with my
friend Senator TED KENNEDY. We first
introduced this bill in June 2008. I
thank my colleague from Massachu-
setts for his partnership. I enjoyed
working closely with him in the 109th
Congress on the Pandemic and All-Haz-
ards Preparedness Act, which was
signed into law in December 2006. He
continues to be one of the great leaders
in the United States Senate, and I look
forward to continuing to work with
him to ensure our laws protect the
American people from health threats of
all kinds.

This bill will enhance our nation’s
biosecurity and improve the biosafety
of our most secure laboratories. We
must do everything we can to make
sure that biological agents and toxins
that could present a serious threat to
public health are kept safe and secure
in containment laboratories and out of
the hands of terrorists.

In December 2008; 6 months after we
introduced this legislation for the first
time, the bipartisan Commission on
the Prevention of WMD Proliferation
and Terrorism reported it is ‘‘more
likely than not” that a weapon of mass
destruction will be used in a terrorist
attack by the end of 2013. The Commis-
sion’s report, World at Risk, found that
terrorists are more likely to obtain and
use a biological weapon than a nuclear
weapon and, therefore, the U.S. govern-
ment should make bioterrorism a high-
er priority. According to the report,
“Only by elevating the priority of the
biological weapons threat will it be
possible to bring about substantial im-
provements in global biosecurity.”
Many of the specific recommendations
contained in that report are reflected
in this legislation.

S. 485 achieves two overarching
goals. First, it reauthorizes and im-
proves the Select Agent Program. This
program was created in the 1990s to
control the transfer of certain dan-
gerous biological agents and toxins
that could be used for bioterrorism.
The program expanded after the an-
thrax attacks in 2001; however, the au-
thorization expired at the end of Sep-
tember 2007.

Second, the bill evaluates and en-
hances the safety and oversight of high
containment laboratories. These lab-
oratories are used by scientists to
study select agents and other infec-
tious materials. Labs are categorized
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