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lightly, and this case is no exception.
However, the Hoh tribe is in a des-
perate situation. By transferring this
small piece of land to the tribe and
taking it into trust we can help the
tribe remove themselves from a dan-
gerous situation.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE ASHLAND-BOYD
COUNTY AND CATLETTSBURG
POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President,
today I would like to recognize the
Ashland-Boyd County and Catlettsburg
Police Athletic League. The League, a
community youth center, strives to
improve the lives of children through a
variety of activities. The League’s goal
is to prevent young people from im-
mersing themselves in drugs and other
unruly behaviors, as well as giving
them a safe place to go.

The Ashland-Boyd County and
Catlettsburg Police Athletic League
was formed 6 months ago and invites
young people from Kentucky, Ohio, and
West Virginia. The League introduces
young people to many different activi-
ties, including exercise, sports and
video games, and hopes to incorporate
dance, martial arts, and the fine arts
into its curriculum.

Currently more than 50 teenagers
have registered with the organization
and more are interested in joining. The
League also has plans of opening a sec-
ond facility due to a growing interest.

Again, I thank the Ashland-Boyd
County and Catlettsburg Police Ath-
letic League for giving young Kentuck-
ians a safe place for mental and phys-
ical growth. I wish all the best in the
future.e

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF THE CUMBERLANDS

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President,
today I congratulate the University of
the Cumberlands. The Corporation for
National and Community Service
awarded the University of the Cum-
berlands with a place on the Presi-
dent’s Higher Education Community
Service Honor Roll, the highest Fed-
eral recognition a school can achieve
for dedication to community-based
service projects. Honored institutions
are chosen from a series of factors, in-
cluding the extent to which the school
offers academic service-learning and
the percentage of student participation
in service activities.

The University of the Cumberlands
encourages student involvement in
nearby communities by asking that
each student complete forty hours of
community service by graduation. Stu-
dents with two hundred hours of com-
munity service are eligible to be named
Hutton Scholars at Commencement.
The university’s student run organiza-
tion, the Mountain Outreach program,
has built 125 homes for local families in
need of assistance, in the last 25 years.
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Again, I congratulate the University
of the Cumberlands for being named to
the President’s Higher Education Com-
munity Service Honor Roll. I hope that
its leadership in community outreach
serves as an inspiration to others in
Kentucky and in the Nation.e

————

TRIBUTE TO THE 3RD BRIGADE,
98TH DIVISION, 108TH TRAINING
COMMAND

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President,
today I pay tribute to the men and
women in the 3rd Brigade, 98th Divi-
sion, 108th Training Command in Lex-
ington, KY, for receiving the 2008 De-
partment of Defense Reserve Family
Readiness Award.

For those who are not familiar with
this award, it recognizes National
Guard and Reserve units who have dis-
played exceptional family readiness,
while sustaining superior military
readiness. This award was created in
2000 to recognize these outstanding
military units.

The men and women of the 108th
Training Command in Lexington have
shown that they value each and every
family of their unit and remain com-
mitted to maintaining healthy rela-
tionships at home while they serve
elsewhere. The U.S. military is the
greatest fighting force in the world. I
am proud that the best of the best hail
from the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

I now ask my fellow colleagues to
join me in congratulating the 108th
Training Command for their distin-
guished accomplishment. They truly
make Kentucky and the entire country
proud of their service.e

———

HONORING NORTHERN KENTUCKY
FIREFIGHTERS

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President,
today I invite my colleagues to join me
in congratulating four northern Ken-
tucky firefighters for receiving awards
from the Northern Kentucky Fire-
fighters Association: Darlene Payette
of Independence, Richard Messing-
schlager of Kenton County, Clayton
James of Newport, and Larry Cappel of
Covington.

These brave firefighters have dedi-
cated their lives to helping other peo-
ple, and each is deserving of their pres-
tigious award. Each award speaks of
the character of these individuals.

Darlene Payette received the Emer-
gency Medical Service Award for her
actions at Summit Medical in Nichol-
son during a full arrest in April 2008.
During this situation, Ms. Payette’s
leadership and professionalism allowed
her to resuscitate an individual under
extreme circumstances.

Richard Messingschlager was award-
ed the Chief Officer of the Year. His
lifelong contributions to firefighting in
Kenton County, northern Kentucky,
and the Commonwealth serve as an in-
spiration to firefighters across the
State.

Clayton James received the Fire-
fighter of the Year award for dem-

S2363

onstrating leadership during the Sep-
tember wind storm and using the re-
cent training he received to set up the
National Incident Management System
for Newport. His acts led to bringing
fire, police, public works, and utility
companies together under one com-
mand center.

Larry Cappel was honored with the
Fire Prevention/Education and Safety
Award for his inventive approaches of
teaching fire prevention and safety to
residents of Covington.

I am humbled and grateful that these
citizens serve the people of the Com-
monwealth, and I know their cowork-
ers are proud to work alongside of
them.

Madam President, I would like to
thank these individuals for their con-
tributions to the State of Kentucky,
and I wish them well as they continue
to protect our citizens.e

———

RECOGNIZING KENTUCKY’S FIRST
RESPONDERS

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, for
the last month the attention of the
Senate has been focused on the Na-
tion’s economic troubles. However,
while this is very important legisla-
tion, my attention has also been fo-
cused on the thousands of Kentuckians
who were impacted by the ice storm in
my State.

This storm caused the greatest elec-
trical outage in XKentucky history,
with over 600,000 people losing power
and forcing many to evacuate their
homes. Of the 120 counties in Ken-
tucky, 91 were forced to declare a state
of emergency. In response, the Ken-
tucky governor was forced to call up
4,600 National Guard troops to assist
our first responders. This was the larg-
est mobilization of the Guard in our
State’s history. This situation could
have been much worse if not for the ef-
forts of Kentucky’s public safety offi-
cials and the Kentucky National
Guard. These individuals worked
around the clock to ensure that their
neighbors had the help they needed
during this crisis.

There are many stories of people
going beyond the call of duty to assist
their fellow citizens. National Guard
units went door to door to ensure that
people had all the supplies they needed
until power was restored. Volunteers
kept open shelters and soup Kkitchens
to make sure families had places to
sleep and eat. All of these unsung he-
roes have my respect and admiration.

In closing I am grateful for the ef-
forts of all the first responders across
my State including the many volun-
teers from the Salvation Army, Red
Cross, and countless other volunteer
organizations that helped to limit the
devastation caused by this storm.
While I wish that this disaster had
never occurred, I am very proud of the
way all Kentuckians banded together
to support each other during this time
of need.e®



S2364

RECOGNIZING KENTUCKY’S
OUTSTANDING STUDENTS

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, I
would like to congratulate several out-
standing young people from the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky who have been
selected as recipients of the 14th an-
nual Prudential Spirit of the Commu-
nity Award. These young people were
selected from over 20,000 nominees, and
I would like to commend them on this
wonderful achievement.

The Prudential Spirit of the Commu-
nity Award was created in 1995 by Pru-
dential Financial in partnership with
the National Association of Secondary
School Principals. The awards are
meant to impress upon all youth the
value of community service and to rec-
ognize contributions made in this area.
This year I am very proud that Ken-
tucky has two State honorees and four
distinguished finalists.

The four distinguished finalists this
year are Don Combs, Emily Goldstein,
Arooshi Kumar, and Elizabeth Moore.
Don is from Pikeville, KY, and was
nominated by Pikeville High School
because he started a recycling program
that now encompasses all schools in
Pike County. Emily Goldstein is a sen-
ior at Atherton High School in Louis-
ville, and she volunteered over 1,000
hours of her time to help protect the
environment. She started recycling
programs at 12 local companies and do-
nated the proceeds to the Louisville
Zo0o. Arooshi Kumar is also from Louis-
ville and is completing her senior year
at Dupont Manual High School. For
her service project Arooshi raised near-
ly $5,000 to help establish schools for
impoverished children in India. In
order to raise this impressive sum
Arooshi made and sold jewelry, cash-
mere stoles, and Indian tunics. Eliza-
beth Moore of Catlettsburg created a
Spanish section in the Hatcher Ele-
mentary School Ilibrary. Elizabeth
chose this school because it has the
largest number of Spanish-speaking
students in her school district. Eliza-
beth is a senior at Fairview High
School in Ashland, KY.

The two State honorees from Ken-
tucky are Jordan Campbell and Meg
Olash. Jordan is a senior at Mont-
gomery County High School and re-
sides in Jeffersonville, KY. For his
project, Jordan organized a student-
run nonprofit theater company to help
engage elementary students in the
arts. His efforts resulted in 85 children
and 15 teen directors putting on shows
for the community that sold over 1,200
tickets. Meg is an eighth grade student
at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School
in Louisville. Meg helped refugees
plant produce, which they in turn sold
at a farmers market at her church.
Meg, along with her fellow volunteers,
also spent 3 days of the week playing
with children at the local refugee com-
munity center.

All of these young Kentuckians have
my admiration, and I thank them for
their service. They demonstrate that
with hard work and perseverance all of
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us can make a difference in our com-
munities and make them a better place
to live.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO DR. ALISON DES
FORGES

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Madam President, I
was deeply saddened to learn of the
death of Dr. Alison Des Forges in the
tragic crash of Continental flight 3407
on February 12. In her passing, we lost
not only one of the foremost experts on
the state of human rights in Rwanda
and Central Africa, but also one of the
greatest advocates for human rights in
our time. Alison’s tireless appeals for
international action to save lives both
before and during the 1994 Rwandan
genocide are legendary in the human
rights and Africa policy communities.
Her efforts have been widely reported
on since that time, and I hope they will
continue to inspire future generations.
Her personal witness should inspire and
challenge us all as we seek an end to
ongoing mass atrocities, whether in
Darfur, eastern Congo, or areas af-
fected by the Lord’s Resistance Army.

Long after the genocide ended, Alison
maintained her relentless commitment
to pursue the truth and promote
human rights. Her authoritative re-
search on the genocide informed the
International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda, national courts across Europe
and North America, and even this Con-
gress. She was widely recognized over
the years for her objective and bal-
anced analysis of the changing situa-
tion in Rwanda and Central Africa.
This was not a standard easily
achieved or without its sacrifices. In-
deed, just last year, Alison was twice
refused entry by the Rwandan Govern-
ment, a government that once praised
her reporting on the genocide. As a
Washington Post editorial recently
noted, while the current Rwanda Gov-
ernment has made impressive ‘‘accom-
plishments in righting its country and
improving basic services . .. it con-
tinues to be intolerant of criticism.”
Alison was unwilling to allow that
growing intolerance to go unnoticed—
even when the result made it more dif-
ficult for her to do her job.

Alison was never vindictive, but she
was never afraid to speak the truth
about growing repression or threats to
basic rights when she saw them. In
that sense, Alison Des Forges embodied
the very best of America’s tradition of
supporting human rights and pressing
for meaningful accountability for vio-
lations of those rights. She will be
greatly missed, but we can pay tribute
to her by carrying that tradition for-
ward.e

REMEMBERING PATTY JENNINGS

e Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam
President, today I mourn an untimely
death and to celebrate a full and re-
markable life. Patty Jennings—com-
mitted activist, loving wife and de-
voted mother—died of cancer on Feb-
ruary 14.

February 23, 2009

The world’s libraries are full of
quotes about turning adversity into
achievement, and I might have thought
that everything on the topic had pretty
much been said. But last week I heard
one of the more eloquent statements
on the topic. It came from Senator Tim
Jennings, Patty’s husband.

Cancer is horrible, Senator Jennings
told the 18,000 people at Patty’s memo-
rial service, ‘‘but it’s not all bad. We
have met some of the nicest people in
the world because of it.”

Tim’s response to his wife’s death
tells you a lot about the couple. Patty
and Tim rarely had it easy, but, as
Patty put it, they didn’t spend much
time wishing things could be different.
They took comfort in the people they
loved—those they worked with and
those they tried so hard to help. They
responded to their own struggles by
struggling on behalf of others.

When Patty’s daughter could not get
health insurance because of her Down
syndrome, Patty and Tim fought to
create an insurance pool that would
allow high-risk New Mexicans to get
health care. Patty spent her limited
free time fighting for the develop-
mentally disabled—both as an advocate
for systemic reform and as a caring
supporter of individual young people.

And she responded to her own breast
cancer by helping to fund lifesaving re-
search on the disease. The University
of New Mexico’s breast cancer program
will soon be known as the Senator Tim
and Patty Jennings Program for Breast
Cancer. I can think of no more fitting
tribute.

While we cannot fully know the sad-
ness that Patty’s devoted family is
feeling today, all New Mexicans are
worse off for having lost Patty Jen-
nings. Her compassion should continue
to inspire us as we fight to complete
her work. I ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring this remarkable
woman.e

————

TRIBUTE TO AMBASSADOR ED
ROMERO

e Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam
President, today I wish to honor Ed Ro-
mero, a great New Mexican. Mr. Ro-
mero recently won the Senator Dennis
Chavez Civil Rights and Leadership
Award. The award is richly deserved.

When the U.S. Congress placed Sen-
ator Chavez’s statue in Statuary Hall,
Reverend John Spence summed up the
man nicely. Senator Chavez, Spence
said, was ‘‘ever a champion of the un-
derdog, the poor and oppressed.”’

In everything he did, Senator Chavez
showed his concern for the underdog.
He fought for public education, because
he knew what it could do to help the
children of struggling families become
successful adults. He supported farm-
ers, because he knew how difficult life
can be in the small communities where
the trains don’t stop and the roads
don’t go. And he fought for civil rights,
because Chavez believed that equality
of opportunity is the core of the Amer-
ican creed.
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