
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2072 February 10, 2009 
longer we wait, the deeper this hole 
gets, and the harder it will be to get 
out of it. 

As the President so eloquently re-
minded us last night, job losses are ac-
celerating. In the last year, we have 
lost 3.6 million jobs—and half of those 
were in the last 3 months. In January, 
we lost 20,000 a day. 

The longer we wait, the worse things 
will get. The longer we wait, the more 
it will take to turn our economy 
around. We can’t afford to wait any 
longer. 

I support the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, because I believe we 
need to act soon. It will create 4 mil-
lion jobs, and that is what this package 
should be about: jobs, jobs, jobs. 

I believe that this is a good bill, but 
I wish to offer a couple of thoughts 
about how we could make it better. 

As we go forward on conference nego-
tiations with the House, I urge my col-
leagues to restore the education and 
State stabilization funding that was re-
moved from the bill. 

Because of the collapsing economy, 
my State of Delaware is facing a budg-
et shortfall of $600 million, 20 percent 
of the State budget. The new Governor, 
Jack Markell, is staring at tremendous 
budget cuts if we do not act, when fully 
a third of the State budget goes to edu-
cation. 

That is why I hope my colleagues 
will find a way to restore the education 
funding and State stabilization funding 
that was removed. I hope they will help 
Governor Markell and the 49 other 
Governors. Both the education funding 
and the State stabilization funding af-
fect the ability of states to keep teach-
ers in the classroom and to repair, ren-
ovate, and construct schools. These 
school construction projects not only 
create—and save—jobs, but are also 
good long-term investments for our 
children and grandchildren. 

For too long, I have heard stories of 
children in crumbling schools, with 
outdated textbooks and outdated com-
puters, if they have any. To give our 
children a fair chance, to compete with 
the rest of the world, to keep Amer-
ica’s economic future bright, we must 
make a downpayment now. 

And in education, we have a down-
payment that can create jobs now. In 
my State of Delaware alone, $68 mil-
lion of shovel-ready school construc-
tion projects are awaiting our help. 

I will close, Mr. President, with this 
thought. Our children, if they could 
speak with one voice, want only what 
all Americans want: a fair shot, a 
fighting chance, an equal opportunity. 

The people I talk to in Delaware just 
want a chance. They are willing to 
work hard, and they have. They are 
willing to play by the rules, and they 
have. They want to save for tomorrow. 
In return, all they ask is a job they can 
rely on, a home for their families, and 
a government that will help them out 
when they need a hand. 

The Senate bill focuses on keeping 
and restoring jobs. It will begin the 

task of slowing and reversing our eco-
nomic troubles, and I hope we can get 
a final bill to the President soon. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS SUBJECT TO CALL OF THE 
CHAIR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 4:13 p.m., recessed subject to the call 
of the Chair, and reassembled at 4:48 
p.m. when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. BEGICH). 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT EZRA DAWSON 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to honor the 
life of SGT Ezra Dawson from Las 
Vegas, NV. Ezra was thirty-one years 
old when he lost his life on January 17, 
2009, from injuries sustained from a 
helicopter crash in Konar Province, Af-
ghanistan. 

Today, I join Ezra’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. Ezra 
will forever be remembered as a loving 
brother, son, and friend to many. Ezra 
is survived by his devoted wife Starlia 
Dorsey-Dawson of Las Vegas, NV; his 
stepdaughter Diamond Dorsey, also of 
Las Vegas, NV; his mother Eva Dav-
enport, of Indianapolis, IN; his sister 
Atarah Wright, of Oklahoma City, OK; 
and a host of other friends and rel-
atives. 

Ezra joined the Battalion Reconnais-
sance Platoon, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 1st Battalion, 26th 
Infantry Regiment, of Fort Hood, TX, 
in January 2008. He served as a junior 
scout and sniper team member, and as 
a leader for a reconnaissance team in 
the Korengal Valley. 

For his valiant service, Ezra was 
awarded the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 
Army Achievement Medal, Army Good 
Conduct Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Serv-
ice Medal, Korea Defense Service 
Medal, NATO Medal, Army Service 
Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon and 
Combat Infantry Badge. 

While we struggle to express our sor-
row over this loss, we can take pride in 
the example Ezra set as both a soldier 
and a father. Today and always, he will 
be remembered by family and friends 
as a true American hero, and we cher-
ish the legacy of his service and his 
life. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name 
of Ezra Dawson in the official record of 
the United States Senate for his serv-
ice to this country and for his profound 
commitment to freedom, democracy 
and peace. I pray that Ezra’s family 
can find comfort in the words of the 
prophet Isaiah who said, ‘‘He will swal-
low up death in victory; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all 
faces.’’ 

May God grant strength and peace to 
those who mourn, and may God be with 
all of you, as I know He is with Ezra. 

f 

MONEY LAUNDERING CONTROL 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2009 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, yesterday 
I joined with Senator GRAHAM in intro-
ducing the Money Laundering Control 
Enhancement Act of 2009. This bill 
would clarify congressional intent and 
ensure that federal prosecutors are 
able to more effectively fight money 
laundering and terrorism financing. 

In particular, this bill would over-
turn the Supreme Court’s narrow and 
confusing decision in United States v. 
Santos and clarify that, as used in the 
Money Laundering Control Act, the 
term ‘‘proceeds’’ refers to the total re-
ceipts—not simply the profits—of an il-
legal activity. To interpret this statute 
differently, as the Santos decision sug-
gests we should, would create needless 
problems of proof and unfairly burden 
prosecutors. In a world where criminals 
and terrorists are constantly devel-
oping new and more sophisticated ways 
to hide and launder dirty money, it 
does not make sense to require pros-
ecutors to prove that these dangerous 
criminals generated a profit from their 
illegal activities. Alternatively, inter-
preting the term ‘‘proceeds’’ in a way 
that encompasses all of the funds re-
ceived by these individuals would en-
sure that federal law is consistent with 
the United Nations Convention Against 
Transnational Organized Crime, the 
Model Money Laundering Act, and 
money laundering statutes in the four-
teen states that use and define the 
word ‘‘proceeds.’’ 

At a time when both our economic 
and national security are being threat-
ened, it would be a grave mistake to 
underestimate the threat posed by 
money laundering. The most recent 
National Money Laundering Strategy, 
which was developed jointly by the De-
partments of Treasury, Justice, and 
Homeland Security, states that 
‘‘Money Laundering, in its own right, 
is a serious threat to our national and 
economic security. Integrating illicit 
proceeds into the financial system, en-
ables organized crime, fuels corruption, 
and erodes confidence in the rule of 
law.’’ In the face of such a threat, we 
must provide our hard-working law en-
forcement officials with the tools they 
need to bring these criminals to jus-
tice. 

I have great respect for our Supreme 
Court. But sometimes, as in the case 
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before us, they misinterpret congres-
sional intent. In those situations, par-
ticularly when important issues like 
money laundering are involved, it is in-
cumbent upon Congress to take correc-
tive action. I hope that my colleagues 
will join me in supporting this legisla-
tion. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, this 
year’s Black History Month comes at a 
remarkable time that will be marked 
in the history books for generations to 
come. The inauguration of our Nation’s 
first African-American President, 
Barack Obama, and confirmation of the 
first African-American Attorney Gen-
eral, Eric Holder, demonstrate our Na-
tion’s boundless capacity to change. 
All Americans have great cause to cel-
ebrate during this year’s Black History 
Month our groundbreaking progress. 

As Civil rights icon Representative 
John Lewis observed, ‘‘When he [Presi-
dent Obama] was born, people of color 
couldn’t register to vote in many quar-
ters of the deep South.’’ Now, an Afri-
can-American holds the most distin-
guished elected position in our coun-
try—President of the United States of 
America. This month is a time to re-
flect on the distance we have traveled, 
and the civil rights we have success-
fully fought for, in just one generation. 

But it is also not a time to become 
complacent. Americans still encounter 
injustices solely because of their back-
ground or the color of their skin. There 
still exist large and unacceptable dis-
parities in the opportunities afforded 
many Americans for good education, 
health care, employment, and more. 
Black History Month provides an op-
portunity for Congress to remember 
that addressing these injustices and 
disparities must be an important goal 
for Congress in the years ahead. 

So this month let us reflect on our 
past triumphs, take note of this signifi-
cant historical moment for our Nation, 
and look forward to an even brighter 
future as we continue working to en-
sure equality for all Americans. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and 
touching. While energy prices have 
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns 
expressed remain very relevant. To re-
spect the efforts of those who took the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, I 
am submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through an address set up specifically 
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 

struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

In response to your request for personal ex-
perience with the rising energy costs, I write 
not to whine, but to share concern. I live in 
Caldwell and work in Boise, near the airport, 
which quickly adds up to well over 400 driv-
ing miles a week just in commuting and 
equates to one full tank of gas, if I am lucky. 
I have done the research: public transpor-
tation is not an option from Caldwell or 
Nampa into Boise to our off-the-beaten-path 
work location. I work in non-profit, assisting 
others in worse situations than myself, 
which does keep rising energy costs ‘‘in per-
spective,’’ however, concern is fast approach-
ing. 

Because I work in non-profit, I cannot af-
ford to live any nearer to work, though. I 
really do not make that little of money— 
13.46/hr., which is, of course, much higher 
than the minimum wage. The problem for me 
is realizing how much is going out in taxes. 
My paycheck for 80 hours is $1,077, which is 
quite doable for a single resident, but my 
gross wage is $796. That is $562 every month; 
a lot of money that could either go toward 
the rising food, utility or gas costs or allow 
me to live closer to where I work. 

People looking to the government for more 
handouts will only continue to cripple the 
system. There are so many agencies with 
waiting, open arms to assist people in need 
of finding work or housing—like my agency. 
Cut taxes—help the working, taxpaying citi-
zens stay on their feet and out of homeless 
shelters and local food pantries. 

JEN, Boise. 

Thank you for taking the time to hear my 
concerns regarding the impacts of higher 
fuel and energy costs on me. As fuel prices 
have risen, I have had to start thinking 
about where I need to go and what my rou-
tine will be for the day before getting in the 
truck. Gone are the days when I would drive 
15 miles to the next town to have lunch with 
someone. Nowadays, I have started riding 
my bike to work, bought a motorcycle, and 
even took a different job closer to my house; 
all in an effort to reduce my fuel expenses. 
The motorcycle even gets 5x the MPG that 
my truck does. As a result of all of this, I 
now drive my truck less than 10K miles per 
year and have lost 15 lbs just this spring/ 
summer alone. I go to bed earlier, watch less 
TV, wake up earlier, and generally am 
happier and have more energy due to the 
added exercise that I am getting. 

I feel horrible for not driving my truck ev-
erywhere, but I just cannot afford it. I do 
hope that that does not make me any less 
patriotic. I applaud your efforts at trying to 
get Congress to understand that the only 
way back to cheap gas (at least for 10 years 
or so) is to start drilling and pumping crude 
in Alaska, Utah, Colorado, Montana, Idaho, 
and any other state that might have some 
oil under the earth. We need to get every last 
drop of oil we can from under our own coun-
try. We should leave no patch of earth un-
tapped. We must get it all. We need it. It is 
the only way to protect my right to $1.20/gal-
lon gasoline prices and continue my God- 
given way of life here in America. 

Thanks again for doing a great job. 
GREG. 

Thank you so much for taking an interest 
in our energy problems. My husband and I 

spend $700–$800 per month in fuel cost. In ad-
dition to that our home is heated by heating 
oil. This winter our oil bill was about $250 
per month. If prices keep rising our heating 
costs this winter may soar to $350 per month. 
My husband and I are doing our best to com-
mute when possible. However, our work 
schedule only allows for this twice a week. I 
have a son with medical problems that make 
it difficult for me to take the commuting 
van as I may have to get home at odd times 
for him. 

I am not educated enough on our fuel 
issues. However, I feel that there must be an-
swers and solutions. The fuel is affecting the 
costs of everything. We are headed for a re-
cession unless something is done quickly. I 
believe that drilling for oil within our own 
nation is a must. That will not solve our im-
mediate problems, but we need to be looking 
long term, too. I think that the oil compa-
nies need to be held to a level of profits when 
it comes to increasing prices. I also feel that 
the Treasure Valley must have some sort of 
public transportation system. This needs to 
be started soon. Not only will this help with 
our energy costs, but also with air quality. 
That would be a system I could use as I 
would be able to access it any time. I realize 
that a lot of these solutions require large 
amounts of money, but the federal govern-
ment needs to step in. 

Thank you, again, for taking time for pub-
lic comments. I appreciate all you do for the 
citizens of Idaho. 

WENDY. 

‘‘Gas prices are too high’’ is a response not 
worthy of your staff’s time and energy. We 
already know that. The question I have is, 
‘‘why’’? I think several things are going on 
here. 

First, speculation/profit taking. People are 
trying to make exorbitant profits at the ex-
pense of not just Americans, but everyone 
whose fuel ticket is written by the cartels. 
The oil companies are making record profits 
on top of record profits. Where is the re-in-
vestment in refining capability, exploration, 
and improved distribution? Americans are 
feeling like these companies are thumbing 
their collective corporate noses at us, the 
customer. All the while, prices on everything 
affected by the cost of a barrel of oil keep in-
creasing. 

Second, we are a society built on cheap en-
ergy. That is clear. It is unreasonable to ex-
pect that to continue indefinitely. At the 
same time the process of weaning us away 
from these cartels’ stranglehold is forced 
upon us. I think that we are placing our very 
existence as Americans into someone else’s 
control. 

We need to do what we can here to miti-
gate this immediate and forced situation. We 
can become energy independent, but that is 
going to take time. In the meantime, we 
need to explore other avenues to keep us an 
independent nation, and get us out from 
under the foot of countries whose only con-
cern for America is that we keep buying 
their oil so that they can remain rich and ex-
pand their interests. Some of these countries 
are, at the core, anti-American. 

How did we get here? Greed. Across the 
board! Let us not let the lobbies dictate what 
they think is best for this nation, unless it 
is. And our governmental branches need to 
get a handle on this, or this brink of crisis 
position we find ourselves in is going to re-
sult in some very difficult times for a long, 
long, time. For some families, it already is 
dire right now. I would also like to say that 
predicating our future actions on the basis of 
some ‘‘environmental catastrophe’’ where 
there is not good science to back it up, is, at 
the very least, foolhardy. Again, too few peo-
ple are making bad policy for this nation, 
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