
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES11430 November 17, 2009 
Ambassador to the Federal States of Mi-

cronesia. 
(The following is a list of all members of 

my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate.) 

Donee, amount, date, and donee: 
1. Self: $105, 01/31/2005, Democratic National 

Committee (DNC); $100, 05/10/2005, Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
(DCCC); $100, 01/06/2006, DNC; $100, 01/10/2006, 
DCCC; $110, 07/21/2006, DNC; $100, 01/22/2007, 
DNC; $100, 12/17/2007, DNC; $100, 01/24/2008, 
DNC; $100, 08/13/2008, DNC; $100, 04/13/2009, 
DCCC. 

2. Spouse: Amy Prahar: $100, 01/22/2009, 
DCCC; $100, 04/21/2009, DNC. 

3. Father: Louis B. Prahar: None; Mother: 
Ruth Prahar: Deceased. 

4. Father-in-law: Choi Che Wing: None; 
Mother-in-law: Deceased. 

5. Brother: John P. Prahar: None; Sister- 
in-law: Rista Prahar: None. 

6. Sister: Barbara A. Kranick: None; Broth-
er-in-law: Gordon Kranick: None. 

7. Sister: Joan E. Prahar: Deceased. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, for the 
Committee on Foreign Relations I re-
port favorably the following nomina-
tion lists which were printed in the 
RECORD on the dates indicated, and ask 
unanimous consent, to save the ex-
pense of reprinting on the Executive 
Calendar that these nominations lie at 
the Secretary’s desk for the informa-
tion of Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

*Foreign Service nomination of Terence 
Jones. 

*Foreign Service nominations beginning 
with Andrea M. Cameron and ending with 
Aleksandra Paulina Zittle, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on Sep-
tember 10, 2009. 

*Foreign Service nominations beginning 
with Laurie M. Major and ending with Maria 
A. Zuniga, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD on September 17, 2009. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
S. 2780. A bill to amend the Small Business 

Act to establish a small business inter-
mediary lending pilot program; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Mr. 
ENZI, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BURR, Mr. GREGG, Mr. 
THUNE, and Mr. DODD): 

S. 2781. A bill to change references in Fed-
eral law to mental retardation to references 
to an intellectual disability, and to change 
references to a mentally retarded individual 

to references to an individual with an intel-
lectual disability; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. McCASKILL (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. LEMIEUX, 
and Mr. CASEY): 

S. 2782. A bill to provide personal jurisdic-
tion in causes of action against contractors 
of the United States performing contracts 
abroad with respect to members of the 
Armed Forces, civilian employees of the 
United States, and United States citizen em-
ployees of companies performing work for 
the United States in connection with con-
tractor activities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BAYH (for himself, Mr. LUGAR, 
and Ms. CANTWELL): 

S. 2783. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives for 
used oil re-refining, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mr. 
VOINOVICH): 

S. 2784. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the 
estate tax as in effect in 2009, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself and Mr. 
FRANKEN): 

S. 2785. A bill to provide grants to improve 
after-school interdisciplinary education pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 2786. A bill to amend titles 18 and 28 of 
the United States Code to provide incentives 
for the prompt payments of debts owed to 
the United States and the victims of crime 
by imposing late fees on unpaid judgments 
owed to the United States and to the victims 
of crime, to provide for offsets on amounts 
collected by the Department of Justice for 
Federal agencies, to increase the amount of 
special assessments imposed upon convicted 
persons, to establish an Enhanced Financial 
Recovery Fund to enhance, supplement, and 
improve the debt collection activities of the 
Department of Justice, to amend title 5, 
United States Code, to provide to assistant 
United States attorneys the same retirement 
benefits as are afforded to Federal law en-
forcement officers, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ENZI, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
COBURN, and Mr. BOND): 

S. 2787. A bill to repeal the authority of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to extend the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself and Mr. 
MCCAIN): 

S. 2788. A bill to amend the Military Con-
struction Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2010 to authorize construction of an Aegis 
Ashore Test Facility at Pacific Missile 
Range Facility, Hawaii; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, and Mr. KAUFMAN): 

S. 2789. A bill to establish a scholarship 
program to encourage outstanding under-
graduate and graduate students in mission- 
critical fields to pursue a career in the Fed-
eral Government; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 2790. A bill to allow Americans to re-
ceive paid sick time so that they can address 
their own health needs, and the health needs 
of their families, related to a contagious ill-
ness; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 332 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 332, a bill to establish a 
comprehensive interagency response to 
reduce lung cancer mortality in a 
timely manner. 

S. 456 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 456, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, 
in consultation with the Secretary of 
Education, to develop guidelines to be 
used on a voluntary basis to develop 
plans to manage the risk of food al-
lergy and anaphylaxis in schools and 
early childhood education programs, to 
establish school-based food allergy 
management grants, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 584 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 584, a bill to ensure that 
all users of the transportation system, 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, tran-
sit users, children, older individuals, 
and individuals with disabilities, are 
able to travel safely and conveniently 
on and across federally funded streets 
and highways. 

S. 593 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 593, a bill to ban the use 
of bisphenol A in food containers, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 611 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 611, a bill to provide for 
the reduction of adolescent pregnancy, 
HIV rates, and other sexually trans-
mitted diseases, and for other purposes. 

S. 619 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 619, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
preserve the effectiveness of medically 
important antibiotics used in the 
treatment of human and animal dis-
eases. 

S. 850 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
850, a bill to amend the High Seas 
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protec-
tion Act and the Magnuson-Stevens 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 06:41 Jan 30, 2010 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD09\S17NO9.REC S17NO9m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
69

S
O

Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S11431 November 17, 2009 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act to improve the conservation of 
sharks. 

S. 1067 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1067, a bill to support 
stabilization and lasting peace in 
northern Uganda and areas affected by 
the Lord’s Resistance Army through 
development of a regional strategy to 
support multilateral efforts to success-
fully protect civilians and eliminate 
the threat posed by the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army and to authorize funds for 
humanitarian relief and reconstruc-
tion, reconciliation, and transitional 
justice, and for other purposes. 

S. 1147 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1147, a 
bill to prevent tobacco smuggling, to 
ensure the collection of all tobacco 
taxes, and for other purposes. 

S. 1152 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KIRK) and the Senator from 
Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1152, a bill to allow 
Americans to earn paid sick time so 
that they can address their own health 
needs and the health needs of their 
families. 

S. 1156 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1156, a bill to amend the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act: A Legacy for 
Users to reauthorize and improve the 
safe routes to school program. 

S. 1183 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1183, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of Agriculture to provide 
assistance to the Government of Haiti 
to end within 5 years the deforestation 
in Haiti and restore within 30 years the 
extent of tropical forest cover in exist-
ence in Haiti in 1990, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1194 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1194, a bill to reauthorize 
the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2010 
and 2011, and for other purposes. 

S. 1317 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1317, a 
bill to increase public safety by per-
mitting the Attorney General to deny 
the transfer of firearms or the issuance 
of firearms and explosives licenses to 
known or suspected dangerous terror-
ists. 

S. 1341 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1341, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
pose an excise tax on certain proceeds 
received on SILO and LILO trans-
actions. 

S. 1402 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1402, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase 
the amount allowed as a deduction for 
start-up expenditures. 

S. 1559 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1559, a bill to consolidate democracy 
and security in the Western Balkans by 
supporting the Governments and peo-
ple of Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
Montenegro in reaching their goal of 
eventual NATO membership, and to 
welcome further NATO partnership 
with the Republic of Serbia, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1589 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1589, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify the incentives for the production of 
biodiesel. 

S. 1612 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1612, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve the oper-
ation of employee stock ownership 
plans, and for other purposes. 

S. 1646 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
MURRAY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1646, a bill to keep Americans work-
ing by strengthening and expanding 
short-time compensation programs 
that provide employers with an alter-
native to layoffs. 

S. 1765 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1765, a bill to amend the 
Hate Crime Statistics Act to include 
crimes against the homeless. 

S. 1790 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1790, a bill to amend the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act to 
revise and extend that Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1792 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1792, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the re-

quirements for windows, doors, and 
skylights to be eligible for the credit 
for nonbusiness energy property. 

S. 1938 

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1938, a bill to establish a 
program to reduce injuries and deaths 
caused by cellphone use and texting 
while driving. 

S. 2128 

At the request of Mr. LEMIEUX, the 
names of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON), the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2128, a bill to pro-
vide for the establishment of the Office 
of Deputy Secretary for Health Care 
Fraud Prevention. 

S. 2607 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. EN-
SIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2607, a bill to amend the Department of 
the Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010 to 
repeal a provision of that Act relating 
to geothermal energy receipts. 

S. 2730 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2730, a bill to extend and 
enhance the COBRA subsidy program 
under the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009. 

S. 2755 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2755, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide an investment credit for equip-
ment used to fabricate solar energy 
property, and for other purposes. 

S. 2758 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2758, a bill to amend the Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Education 
Reform Act of 1998 to establish a na-
tional food safety training, education, 
extension, outreach, and technical as-
sistance program for agricultural pro-
ducers, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 334 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 334, a resolution designating 
Thursday, November 19, 2009, as ‘‘Feed 
America Day’’. 

S. RES. 353 

At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 353, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of ‘‘Amer-
ican Education Week’’. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
S. 2780. A bill to amend the Small 

Business Act to establish a small busi-
ness intermediary lending pilot pro-
gram; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, today I 
introduce the Small Business Inter-
mediary Lending Pilot Program Act of 
2009. 

As a member of the Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship Committee I 
have been concerned about access to af-
fordable financing for small businesses. 

The need to help small businesses 
find flexible credit sources has become 
more urgent than ever during this eco-
nomic and credit crisis. The problem is 
serious. I have heard from numerous 
small businesses from across Michigan 
facing serious financial difficulties. 
Too many creditworthy businesses are 
having trouble procuring a loan, get-
ting their loans renewed, or are facing 
higher rates or are having their lines of 
credit withdrawn altogether. This is 
happening even when the business 
never missed a payment. 

The difficulty of finding bank financ-
ing is both a symptom and a cause of 
our economic troubles. The crisis that 
nearly toppled our economy in late 2008 
and early 2009 was largely the result of 
a shutdown in lending by banks wor-
ried that they would be overwhelmed 
by bad loans. And as the lack of avail-
able credit rippled through the econ-
omy, it hit more businesses, cost them 
more customers, forced them to lay off 
more workers, and slowed economic ac-
tivity even more, making banks all the 
more reluctant to lend and setting off 
a downward spiral. 

The search for solutions to these 
problems has been intense, and we have 
taken some steps in Congress to allevi-
ate them, including acting to reduce 
Small Business Administration lending 
fees, increasing the dollar amount of 
those loans the government would 
guarantee, and offering short-term 
loans to businesses facing immediate 
financial hardship. But it hasn’t been 
enough. 

In May, I told members of the Senate 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
Committee, on which I serve, of just 
one Michigan example of the problem: 
A small manufacturer based in the 
Thumb. The company’s longtime bank 
lender told the company it could not 
renew the firm’s 5-year loan, instead 
offering 90-day renewals at a much 
higher interest rate. The company, 
with 77 workers and 150 customers, 
sought a loan elsewhere, but other 
banks—28 of them—rejected its appli-
cation. The company has an excellent 
payment history. That story can be re-
peated 100 times throughout the state. 

With the steep decline in the avail-
ability of credit from conventional fi-
nancial institutions, demand is in-
creasing for community-based finan-
cial institutions, including Community 

Development Corporations, Micro-
lenders, Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions and other non- 
profit lenders to fill the gap created by 
the reluctance of private financial in-
stitutions to provide capital to busi-
nesses. As demand on these non-profit 
institutions to fill the gap has in-
creased, these institutions’ sources of 
capital are also drying up. 

To address this problem, I am intro-
ducing legislation to help get financing 
to those small businesses that are not 
being served by the conventional loan 
programs currently available through 
the Small Business Administration. 

The Small Business Intermediary 
Lending Program that I am intro-
ducing today is a three-year pilot pro-
gram which authorizes the SBA in each 
of the three years to make 20-year 
loans, on a competitive basis, to up to 
20 non-profit lending intermediaries 
around the country, with a maximum 
amount of $3 million per loan. Under 
this proposal, intermediaries would use 
these SBA loans to capitalize revolving 
loan funds through which loans of up to 
$200,000 would be made to small busi-
nesses in need of flexible debt financ-
ing. In addition, these intermediaries 
would assist borrowers in leveraging 
the SBA funds to obtain additional 
capital from other sources. The inter-
mediaries would also work closely with 
the small business to provide technical 
assistance during the life of the loan. 

The program would be structured 
along the lines of the SBA’s Microloan 
program and USDA’s Intermediary Re-
lending Program, both of which have 
demonstrated the success of using 
intermediary lenders to improve the 
flow of credit to small businesses that 
are unable to satisfy the underwriting 
requirements of a congenital bank. 

The program is designed to fill the 
lending gap that exists between SBA’s 
Microloan program that lends up to 
$35,000 and its 7(a) loan program that 
makes larger traditional loans to small 
businesses through participating 
banks. Many start-up and expanding 
small businesses may have graduated 
from the Microloan Program and need 
larger loans but cannot get 7(a) loans 
because they lack adequate collateral 
necessary for traditional loans. These 
small businesses may also still need 
technical assistance to help them suc-
ceed that would be provided by the 
intermediary lender under this bill. 

Even before the severe economic 
downturn and resulting credit crunch, 
7(a) lenders were not making the sorts 
of midsize loans the Intermediary 
Lending Program seeks to make. In 
fact, several years ago a representative 
for the National Association of Govern-
ment Guaranteed Lenders, the 7(a) 
lenders’ trade association, told a Small 
Business and Entrepreneurial Com-
mittee roundtable that 7(a) lenders are 
not making these midsized loans be-
cause they are not cost effective, and 
that the Intermediary Lending Pro-
gram would fill an important niche not 
being filled by any existing SBA pro-
gram. 

We have been taking some important 
steps to encourage banks to lend to 
businesses, with varying degrees of suc-
cess. Clearly more needs to be done to 
get credit into the hands of the small 
businesses that are going to create the 
jobs necessary to lead us out of this 
economic downturn. The Intermediary 
Lending Program I am introducing 
today proposes a way to get financing 
into the hands of those viable busi-
nesses that conventional banks are 
currently not lending to so that they 
can hire employees and grow their 
businesses. I urge its swift enactment. 

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. 
BURR, Mr. GREGG, Mr. THUNE, 
and Mr. DODD): 

S. 2781. A bill to change references in 
Federal law to mental retardation to 
references to an intellectual disability, 
and to change references to a mentally 
retarded individual to references to an 
individual with an intellectual dis-
ability; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today 
I rise to introduce legislation that I am 
calling ‘‘Rosa’s Law.’’ It began by lis-
tening to the people in my own State. 
It began when a mother told me a com-
pelling story about her own daughter, 
her family’s efforts to give her daugh-
ter an opportunity for an education 
and to be treated with respect and with 
dignity. And, at the same time, it 
began with the advocacy of not only 
she and her husband but of her entire 
family, including her 14 year old son, 
Nick, who testified at the Maryland 
General Assembly. 

As a result of their effort, I am intro-
ducing Rosa’s Law. But I want to tell 
you about the family. I want to tell 
you about the Marcellinos—two deter-
mined parents with four children: Nick, 
age 14; Madeleine, age 12; Gigi, age 10; 
and Rosa, age 8. I wish you could have 
been with me in my office as I met 
with them, as I met with the parents 
and talked with the family. 

Last year, at a roundtable on special 
education, I met Nina Marcellino. She 
told me about her daughter Rosa and 
the fact that Rosa had been labeled at 
her school some years ago as ‘‘men-
tally retarded’’ and told me of the stig-
ma, the pain, the anguish it caused 
both Nina and her husband, Rosa’s 
brother and sisters as well as Rosa her-
self. 

The mother and father reached out to 
the advocacy organization, the Arc, to 
see what could be done to change the 
law. They then reached out to a mem-
ber of the Maryland General Assembly 
in our own Maryland Legislature—a 
wonderful representative named Ted 
Sophocleus. 

Mr. Sophocleus introduced legisla-
tion in the Maryland General Assembly 
that would change the words ‘‘men-
tally retarded’’ and substitute that 
with the phrase ‘‘an individual with an 
intellectual disability.’’ 
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