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Army civilian. The oldest was a hus-
band, a father, and a grandfather from 
Spokane, WA. He was a civilian, a phy-
sician assistant who worked in rural 
clinics and veterans hospitals. He was 4 
years away from his retirement. The 
youngest was just barely 19 years old, a 
private first class from northern Utah, 
who was just months away from de-
ploying to Afghanistan. A 29-year-old 
sergeant from Wisconsin joined her Na-
tion’s military after the September 11 
attacks. A 21-year-old from outside 
Chicago enlisted in the Army to help 
him afford college, where he dreamed 
of an education studying music. A 22- 
year-old specialist from Oklahoma had 
been married for just 2 months. A 21- 
year-old private first class from Chi-
cago was 3 months pregnant. A 55-year- 
old lieutenant colonel was the grand-
mother to six. A 52-year-old major 
spoke very little English when he came 
to this country from Mexico in his 
teens, but he earned a Ph.D. in psy-
chology, became a teacher, and ulti-
mately chose to serve his country in 
the military. And Kimberly Munley, a 
woman who was shot several times. 
Kimberly was a sergeant and a civilian 
police officer. She took down the al-
leged shooter with her pistol, even as 
she suffered wounds of her own from 
the gunman. Yes, Fort Hood is home to 
truly remarkable, selfless Americans. 

Our Nation misses those who were 
murdered, and our thoughts are with 
those who are now healing as a result 
of having been wounded in that sense-
less crime. The appropriate officials 
both inside and outside the Army will 
continue to investigate how such a 
tragedy occurred. The Senate will sup-
port them in every way we can. 

In the meantime, one of the ways we 
can support the brave Americans who 
volunteer for duty is to give them the 
resources they need when they come 
home. We are trying to move forward 
on a package of bills that will make 
wounded veterans’ lives a little easier. 
Sadly, these bills are being 
inexplicably held up by the minority. 
We have a number of very important 
bills that have been reported out of the 
Veterans’ Committee, and we have not 
been able to move forward on them. 
Among other things, these bills will 
help veterans to get access to the care-
givers they need for even the smallest 
task they cannot handle on their own. 
These bills will support veterans’ men-
tal health services and other health 
benefits, and they will make sure our 
veterans do not have to live on the 
streets. 

Right now, a Republican Senator is 
singlehandedly standing in the way of 
these bills. Under the rules of the Sen-
ate, that is what he decided to do, but 
that doesn’t make it right. I hope he 
will drop his objection so we can put 
our veterans’ health ahead of whatever 
issues he is concerned about. The same 
Senator did this for months on a num-
ber of very important environmental 
bills, some lands bills. In that instance, 
we gathered all the bills together and 

put them into one bill and on a bipar-
tisan basis got them out of here. We 
have done the same with these vet-
erans bills. 

These are extremely important, pop-
ular pieces of legislation, and we are 
going to move forward on these as 
quickly as we can. It would be nice if 
we could do them before Veterans Day, 
which is the day after tomorrow. I also 
look forward to moving ahead the Mili-
tary Construction-Veterans Affairs ap-
propriations that will fund housing for 
our military families, improve our 
bases, and support veterans programs. 

Tomorrow morning when the Senate 
convenes, we will have a moment of si-
lence to honor the fallen at Fort Hood. 
I encourage all Senators to come to the 
Senate at the time the Senate opens 
tomorrow for this most important 
time. 

I have spoken with the Republican 
leader today. He is going to be as help-
ful as possible in making sure we move 
forward on this Military Construction- 
Veterans Affairs appropriations bill at 
the earliest possible time. I hope we 
can do it tomorrow. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business until 3 o’clock this afternoon, 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up 10 minutes each. 

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of H.R. 
3082, the bill I just talked about, Mili-
tary Construction. Senators are en-
couraged to come to the floor to offer 
their amendments to this legislation. 

At 4:30 p.m. today, the Senate will 
turn to executive session to consider 
the nomination of Andre Davis to be 
U.S. circuit judge for the Fourth Cir-
cuit, with the time until 5:30 p.m. 
equally divided and controlled between 
Senator LEAHY and Senator SESSIONS 
or their designees. At 5:30 p.m. today, 
the Senate will proceed to a rollcall 
vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion. We are also working on an agree-
ment to work on other nominations, in 
fact, one following the 5:30 p.m. vote. 
We hope that can be worked out. Sen-
ators will be notified if and when any 
agreement is reached. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FORT HOOD SHOOTING 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
associate myself with the remarks of 
the majority leader with respect to the 
shooting, the murdering of our troops 
in Fort Hood last Thursday. I will have 
more to say about that later. 

HOUSE-PASSED HEALTH CARE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last 
Saturday evening, Democratic leaders 
in the House passed by the narrowest of 
margins a massive bill with a simple 
goal: to vastly expand the Federal Gov-
ernment’s role in the health care deci-
sions of every American. This bill is 
strongly opposed by most Americans, 
which is why one out of seven Demo-
crats voted against it. These Demo-
crats have gotten the message that 
Americans are fed up with all the 
spending and all the debt and that they 
do not support a so-called health care 
reform that raises premiums, raises 
taxes, and slashes Medicare. Americans 
don’t want a 2,000-page, trillion-dollar 
government experiment in health care. 
They want commonsense reforms that 
increase access and lower costs. 

Soon, Senate Democrats will propose 
their version of a health care bill. We 
don’t yet know all the details, but we 
do know that at its core, this bill 
would also lead to higher premiums, 
higher taxes, and massive cuts to Medi-
care to fund new government pro-
grams. This is not the reform the 
American people were looking for. This 
is not the reform they were told they 
could expect. 

Americans feel as though they have 
been taken for a ride in this debate. I 
don’t blame them. It is time we listen 
to the American people. At a time of 
double-digit unemployment and record 
deficits and debt, the views of ordinary 
Americans should not be cast aside. 

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL 
OF THE BERLIN WALL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today marks a very important day in 
the cause of freedom. On this day 20 
years ago, the Berlin Wall, which for 
decades had divided the free people of 
West Berlin from the captive Germans 
in the Soviet-controlled East Berlin, fi-
nally came down. 

In anticipation of this anniversary, 
we had the rare honor last Tuesday of 
hearing German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel address a joint meeting of Con-
gress. She was the first German Chan-
cellor to do so in more than 50 years. 
Chancellor Merkel spoke about the ex-
perience of growing up with millions of 
others behind the Iron Curtain. She 
spoke of how it was impossible for her-
self and anyone else she knew to travel 
to America. Yet even as a child she 
knew that tyranny was wrong and that 
the answer to tyranny could be found 
across the ocean in America. 

Now decades later, Chancellor 
Merkel’s country has gained that free-
dom, and a little girl who grew up 
under a repressive regime is the freely 
elected leader of a united Germany. 
Here is what Chancellor Merkel had to 
say about what made that extraor-
dinary journey possible. She said just 
last week: 

Twenty years have passed since we were 
given this incredible gift of freedom. But 
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there is still nothing that inspires me more, 
nothing that spurs me on more, nothing that 
fills me more with positive feelings than the 
power of freedom. 

Chancellor Merkel also spoke very 
graciously of her gratitude, of Ger-
many’s gratitude to America. ‘‘I know, 
we Germans know,’’ she said, ‘‘how 
much we owe to you, our American 
friends.’’ She recalls President Ken-
nedy’s trip to Berlin shortly after the 
construction of the Berlin Wall when 
he declared his solidarity with the peo-
ple of Germany with his famous words: 
‘‘Ich Bin ein Berliner.’’ And she re-
called President Reagan’s 1987 trip to 
Berlin when he made a clear and direct 
appeal to the Soviet Premier for open-
ness with the equally famous words 
‘‘Tear down this wall.’’ 

Freedom has its own imperatives. It 
demanded that the Berlin Wall come 
down, and 20 years ago it did. It was a 
remarkable time. After decades of op-
pression, which the United States met 
with a sustained strategy of contain-
ment, the world witnessed the rel-
atively peaceful liberation of a con-
tinent. But for most of us, the most re-
markable moment from those days was 
the moment we saw one of the most po-
tent symbols of the Communist era, 
the Berlin Wall, come down, piece by 
piece. We celebrate this great anniver-
sary with all the free peoples of the 
world, mindful of those who still yearn 
for the same freedom Chancellor 
Merkel dreamed of as a young girl. 
May they all know the freedom that is 
the birthright of every man and every 
woman. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There will be a period of morning 
business until 3 p.m. with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The Senator from Connecticut. 
f 

VETERANS DAY 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, before the 
Republican leader leaves the floor, let 
me thank him for his comments about 
the Berlin Wall, which are very appro-
priate. I still have on my desk in my 
office in the Capitol a large piece of 
stone from the Berlin Wall. I was there 
a few weeks after the wall came down. 
It took a long time for it to come 
down. The symbol of that I look at 
every single day as a reminder of what 
all of us knew for so many years; that 
is, there is something terribly wrong 
about a system that creates a wall to 
keep in its people. 

So I appreciate the comments on the 
20th anniversary, and I think it is ap-
propriate to recognize the great 

achievement that occurred 20 years ago 
when that wall did come down, much 
to the surprise of many that something 
like that could ever occur. 

Today, Mr. President, I want to 
speak, if I may, for a couple of minutes 
and to share some brief thoughts in 
honor of our veterans on Veterans Day. 
It is a day, of course, to acknowledge 
the sacrifice of those who have served 
and those who have given their lives to 
secure the very liberty we enjoy as 
Americans. 

Forty-three members of the U.S. 
military from my home State of Con-
necticut have made that ultimate sac-
rifice in Iraq and Afghanistan over the 
past several years. They are all deeply 
missed, and today our thoughts are 
with them and their families and 
friends. This Veterans Day, we feel an 
additional sense of loss in the wake of 
the shocking slaughter at Fort Hood 
last week. Our anger and bewilderment 
at this horrific act of violence are 
matched only by the sadness of the loss 
of these young, brave men and women. 
We keep the wounded and the families 
of the victims in our prayers and our 
minds. 

Mr. President, we are proud to be a 
nation with an All-Volunteer military. 
No one comes to your door and tells 
you that you have been chosen to 
shoulder the burden of protecting that 
which we all hold dear. It is a burden 
welcomed by our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, marines, and coastguardsmen. If 
all they did was to raise their hands, 
we would owe them a profound debt of 
gratitude. But for those who do volun-
teer, military service isn’t just a patri-
otic obligation, it is an honor, and it is 
a way of life. 

Our men and women in uniform ful-
fill their duties with unparalleled skill 
and pride. They represent the greatest 
fighting force the world has ever 
known, but also the finest core of in-
fantrymen, pilots, drivers, mechanics, 
and logistical support staff you will 
find anywhere in any enterprise. If you 
visit with our troops, you meet all 
kinds of men and women: first genera-
tion Americans, those with a long fam-
ily history of service, members of 
every race, religion, and, yes, even 
gays and lesbians serve as well, as we 
all know. Most of them seem impos-
sibly young to me. All of them are un-
mistakably proud to be serving the 
United States of America. 

Some of them will come home to a 
hero’s welcome, applauded at the air-
ports and greeted by the warm embrace 
of children who seem to have grown a 
foot while their mother or father was 
overseas. Some will come home with 
wounds that will require a lifetime of 
recovery; sometimes they are wounds 
we cannot see. Some of them will come 
home to find that the home they once 
knew is gone, and they will need a tre-
mendous amount of our help and sup-
port to get back on their feet. All of 
them, of course, Mr. President, deserve 
our gratitude. All of them need our 
support, and all of them deserve to 

know, as they risk their lives, that the 
benefits they have earned will be there 
for them when they return. 

Although I know we all share a deep 
appreciation for our men and women in 
uniform, the sad truth is that some in 
Washington have in previous years 
treated veterans’ benefits as a line 
item like any other, subject to the po-
litical whims of the annual budget bat-
tles we have. 

Let’s be clear, if we can. Those bene-
fits aren’t a gift from a generous Con-
gress. Those benefits are earned by our 
veterans, earned with sweat and blood 
and tireless duty. They represent the 
most sacred of promises, and they are 
promises we must keep. 

That is why I have always fought for 
funding of veterans’ benefits, including 
the best health care we have to offer, 
so that when our troops incur medical 
costs in defense of our Nation, they do 
not have to pay them out of their own 
pockets. That is why I have supported 
the post 9/11 GI bill, so that troops can 
continue their education, and fought to 
include military families under the 
Family and Medical Leave Act, so the 
burden of caring for a loved one doesn’t 
crush a family who has already sac-
rificed so much. 

We make these commitments to our 
troops in recognition of the commit-
ment they have made to us. Today is a 
day to celebrate that commitment and 
to mark the many sacrifices it entails. 
Today, we think of young men and 
women across our Nation, just out of 
high school in many cases, sitting 
down with their parents to tell them 
they have heard the call to serve, push-
ing through the difficult days of basic 
training, facing that very first deploy-
ment to the battlefield. Today we 
think of those families they leave be-
hind, as they pray for the safe return of 
their loved ones. 

Today we will all think of those who 
have come home draped in the flag 
they have sacrificed their lives to de-
fend, and those whose lives have been 
forever changed by the injuries they 
have suffered in defense of our liberties 
and freedoms. These are our sons and 
daughters, our fathers and mothers. 
They are neighbors of ours and friends 
and colleagues. They are truly our fel-
low heroes. 

Today we thank them for their serv-
ice, we mark their sacrifice, we take 
pride in their remarkable courage, and 
we reaffirm our commitment to keep-
ing the promise we made when they 
raised their hands and volunteered. 

Mr. President, I know I am not alone 
in my gratitude for our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, marines and coastguards-
men. I certainly know I am not alone 
in my pride in our talented and dedi-
cated military. I hope the troops who 
are away from home this Veterans 
Day, those who have returned, and the 
families who have helped carry their 
burden, will know they are not alone 
either. We all stand with them. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Arizona. 
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