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never afford to squander our Nation’s
most precious resource—our children.

From 1994 to 2000 I served as the
State of Florida’s elected treasurer and
insurance commissioner. During my
tenure, I oversaw the implementation
of the SCHIP program, or the Healthy
Kids Program, as it is known in Flor-
ida. There is no doubt in my mind that
this program works. Nationwide, in
1997 23.3 percent of low-income children
were uninsured. By 2006, this number
had dropped to 15.4 percent.

However, much remains to be done.
The rate of uninsured children in Flor-
ida is nearly 19 percent—the second
worst in the country. Around 8.6 mil-
lion children in America are uninsured;
nearly 900,000 of these children are in
Florida. One of the reasons I support
this bill so strongly is that it expands
coverage and offers incentives for
States like Florida to find and enroll
uncovered children. During difficult
economic times such as these, there
are more children in need of the CHIP
program, not fewer.

While I am very satisfied with the
progress this legislation would make in
covering children, I do have concerns
about its financing. I want to empha-
size that increasing the tobacco tax is
an appropriate funding mechanism for
this legislation. It will have significant
positive impacts on health, save untold
millions in health care costs, and re-
duce the prevalence of smoking among
the children whom this bill is designed
to protect. However, I am concerned
that the tax is applied unequally across
different tobacco products.

Under the current legislation, there
is a much higher tax increase for large
cigars than for other tobacco products.
This is no small problem for Florida—
90 percent of large cigars in the U.S.
are either manufactured or imported
through Florida, accounting for ap-
proximately 3,000 jobs. While I remain
opposed to placing an unfair tax burden
on any one product, I still feel we have
a strong bill on the whole, one that
will improve health care dramatically
for America’s children.

———

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid-
June, I asked Idahoans to share with
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by
the hundreds. The stories, numbering
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and
touching. While energy prices have
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns
expressed remain very relevant. To re-
spect the efforts of those who took the
opportunity to share their thoughts, I
am submitting every e-mail sent to me
through an address set up specifically
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This is not an issue that will
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard.
Their stories not only detail their
struggles to meet everyday expenses,
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but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can
do now to tackle this problem and find
solutions that last beyond today. I ask
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

You are asking Idahoans to write about gas
prices? You mean you do not know? I think
Washington D.C. may as well be registered as
another planet because I think your col-
leagues are so far from reality of the rest of
the people it is absolutely outrageous.

[Some of] your colleagues [suggest that]
Americans use alternative [modes] of trans-
portation and that it is a good thing that gas
prices force people to take the bus, ride
bikes, or walk to their destination because it
helps reduce global warming.

I have something [for you to share with
your colleagues]:

I am a driver for a living. I deliver prod-
ucts right here in Boise. I have to drive I
have no choice. I am also a salesman, and a
night supervisor. I live in Idaho. I do not
have the option of riding the bus. I cannot
walk my deliveries or ride my bike with my
products.

I find it absolutely insulting [to think this
suggestion can be taken seriously. Too many
liberals] love these high gas prices because
they want to use it as an excuse to make us
live how they want us to live to fight so-
called global warming, while [they make no
sacrifices in their own personal travel behav-
iors.] That is eco-socialism in my opinion.

Senator Crapo, I have three jobs!! Three
jobs, and I am still having problems fueling
up. I have had to open credit card accounts
for the first time in my life, and my debt is
still going up!

You would think with three jobs and three
paychecks for one person! I am not married,
no kids. I would be starving with fuel prices
if T had a family. I am just barely paying my
bills on time as they are, to about $1,500 a
month, not including gas prices!

Starting in 2005 till 2007, I did very well fi-
nancially. I was saving up and putting
money away in my savings account. I loved
myself for putting money away. This month
[June 2008], I had to take one-quarter of my
life savings out of my bank to pay for bills,
including gas because the price skyrocketed
from $3 to $4 a gallon in one month. This is
outrageous!

I think it is 80 percent the government’s
fault for this and 20 percent the oil compa-
nies. The only thing the o0il companies are
doing wrong is speculating the price of oil
for really dumb reasons.

Congress has done this because [legislation
to drill for oil in ANWR has been blocked be-
cause of environmental concerns that do not
exist.] Congress is more worried about a stu-
pid deer than they are about [the lives of
Americans]? More worried about the mating
season of the caribou than they are about
the economy? My jobs? My gas prices? My
bills? My lifestyle?

You will not allow drilling off shore? Well,
did you know that China is drilling for oil off
the coast of Florida? But we cannot. Why?
This is outrageous!

Do not listen to those radical environ-
mentalists. They were wrong about the sec-
ond Ice Age in the 70s. When I was kid in
school in the 1980s, my teachers told me by
the year 1999, New York would be underwater
and Los Angeles would be a bunch of Islands.
It has not happened. Of course, the earth’s
temperature changes and jumps over time.
The earth’s climate changes all the time, has
been since the earth cooled and formed. The
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earth’s temperature does not stay the same
all the time. There are so many scientists
and people who disagree with Al Gore, but if
we disagree, we are labeled ‘‘flat-earthers’”
and ‘‘Holocaust Deniers.”

My question for [conservatives] is this.
Why did you not approve drilling for oil
when you [controlled Congress and the White
House]?

You want to help me? A person with three
jobs and struggling with gas prices? I have
not had a vacation since March of 2007. I can-
not even take a one-day vacation to Jackpot
anymore. I work all seven days a week, get
no weekends and I still struggle to pay gas
prices of about $15 a day, not a week, a day!

Drill here, drill in ANWR, drill in America!

AARON, Boise.

Thank you, Senator, for your sincere con-
cern for Idaho residents. I am 58 next month
and on disability from a very severe fire I
was trapped in several years ago. Though I
do get an income, this is where it goes:

I receive $625 a month.

1. $200 a month mobile home space rent.

2. $156 a month mortgage payments for my
mobile home . . . which without the owner of
the mobile home, I would not be on my way
to being a first time home owner!

3. $48 a month mobile home insurance.

4. $40 a month vehicle insurance . . . it is
a 1988 Plymouth Voyager van that I have had
since 1988.

5. $39 phone bill. which was supposed to re-
duced several months ago through my social
worker, and still remains at the normal price
and I do not have long distance.

6. $30-40 electricity monthly; I do not have
an air conditioner for summer but do open
my windows and use my ceiling fans that
helps.

7. $125 and up in winter for gas to run my
heater monthly. That is after I receive fuel
assistance which for some reason only lasts
1-2 months and only use the heater to warm
up the area so can start my wood stove
which is usually one-half hour.

So, if I am lucky, all I can afford to do is
put up to $20 a month in gas, which gives me
almost 1/4 tank and that has to last the
month. I have medical problems that mean
many trips to the doctor and pharmacy, and
with such a low amount of gas I have to de-
pend on others for rides when I run out of
gas. Thank you for your sincere concern and
we are all hoping and praying that gas will
once again come down to where people like
me can afford to purchase more.

LORETTA, Nampa.

From your letter on gas prices that you
sent me, you are starting to understand that
the Congress holds most of the blame for
high oil (and thus gas) prices. Congress has
failed to act in the thirty years since the
last gas crisis, continually failing to take re-
sponsible action to make sure domestic sup-
plies are developed and used to reduce de-
pendence on foreign oil.

It should be clear that the single most del-
eterious action of Congress over the last
forty years was the Environmental Protec-
tion Act. It has desperately needed revision
since the early seventies and because it was
not, the economic impact on America has
been extreme. The inability to build domes-
tic gas refineries, increase domestic oil pro-
duction and take advantage of resources in
ANWR are only a few of the unintended and
disastrous impacts of that act. An environ-
mentalist has only to write a single letter to
cause the price of any such proposal to
escalade exponentially. The latest case of
the proposed nuclear reactor in Idaho is an
example. One man writing one letter can
cause the waste of hundreds of thousands of
dollars to ‘‘prove’ the lack of environmental
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impacts of such a proposal. The price of a
house in Idaho has risen by 10-15 percent, for
instance, because of the ludicrous and tech-
nically flawed environmental studies and re-
actions on the spotted owl.

Still, no action in Congress to alleviate the
situation. We simply need someone to stand
up and take the actions necessary to replace
political correctness with what used to be
common sense.

So the bottom line, Senator, is that Con-
gress bears the responsibility to stop passing
stupid laws and start reigning in those that
are hurting the nation’s ability to do the
right things rather than the politically cor-
rect things. Do you have the courage to
start?

ROBERT, Meridian.

You asked what the high gas prices are
doing to me. It has become very difficult to
even do normal things. I cannot afford to go
up town and buy necessary things. Since I
am on Social Security Disability, my sister
and I have been living off my money. Since
my sister does not have a car and I cannot
afford to buy one for her, nor could I afford
the gas. She would love to go to work. How
would she get there? Idaho, and particularly
this area has a really horrible public trans-
portation system. It truly is a disgrace to
our state. My sister walks as much as pos-
sible. Our nation needs to stop depending on
foreign oil. I love all the animals and have
tried to protect them as much as possible,
but we need to start taking care of our fami-
lies first.

The o0il companies are making over the
profit margin; that is disgusting by itself. I
do not trust one thing they say or do. There-
fore, we need to have alternative fuel. The
wind can run electricity. The air can fuel a
car, water can do both, after seeing the pic-
tures of a car that runs on air. America, the
greatest country in the world needs to step
up to the plate. Oil companies need to step
up to the plate before they become the dino-
saurs. Therefore, we need to drill. Do it.
Many families like mine are being dev-
astated by the high gasoline prices which
makes high food prices we cannot afford.
Thank you for your time

MARIAN, Nampa.

This is in response to a solicitation from
Senator Crapo regarding personal stories on
how high energy prices are affecting lives.
Greed is the source of most of the world’s
evil. I know I sound like an ideologue, but
please read on.

It is hard to disaggregate the effects of the
high cost of energy from other economic hits
our family is experiencing. When construc-
tion activity slowed in Valley and Adams
County, wage earning families left our val-
leys looking for jobs elsewhere.

The resulting reduced school enrollment
(now compounded by the end of Craig-
Wyden) in our districts led me to being one
of the teachers RIF’d from the Council
School District. Fortunately, I found work
part-time in the McCall School District. Un-
fortunately, this 70-mile, round-trip com-
mute (in my 2000 140,000+ mile Dodge AWD
Caravan—needed for unpredictable roads)
costs me $9.00-$12.00 a trip! I would like to
buy a more fuel efficient Subaru—but I can-
not afford to.)

My school-age children suffer because pro-
grams are being severely reduced—shop and
art are gone. Some high school courses will
only be offered every other year. Summer
school for poor learners is truncated. Field
trips? Sports? Both are severely reduced.
How can our small-town children go out and
experience the world when there is not even
money for gas?

As consumers, our family lives so far from
“‘the source’ that not only gas, but also milk
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and other basic commodities seem to cost at
least 25 percent more than they did a year
ago. Last year I was able to find milk for
$2.29 gallon; now milk costs close to $4.00/gal-
lon. Healthy bread costs close to $4.00/1oaf.
As a family, we certainly have not received
a COLA to offset these price increases.

As middle-class professionals (my husband
is a forester) and as parents, the drain on our
budget means belt-tightening for any of ‘“‘fun
things’ like vacation trips. Additionally, we
have experienced a health crisis (and have
met our catastrophic limits). I now must
commute to Fruitland (140 miles round trip)
every 2 weeks for chemo; in the fall I will
need to commute 5 days a week for radiation
for 6 weeks! (My doctor cavalierly denied me
two prescriptions for drugs since they are
also available OTC. ‘“They only cost a few
dollars. ‘“ He casually shrugged off my re-
quest for RXs. Well, the two drugs cost more
than $30 altogether. I do not think that the
upper-middle-class and upper-class have a
clue that there is an exponential difference
between a few bucks (a latte) and $30 (a
chance to visit a museum or movie, or half-
way fill up a gas tank to make it to a chemo
session!)

I believe that our tax system rewards the
rich on the backs of the poor and middle
class. I believe that oil companies and own-
ers of stocks are making fortunes as the lit-
tle guy suffers.

I believe we should take global warning se-
riously and allow tax credits for the develop-
ment of alternative energy. We need to take
recycling very seriously. We also need to be
a world economic partner on a fair playing
field (Kyoto convention), quit out-sourcing
to countries that do not provide the labor
protections we do to our workers, and build
respectful relationships among all peoples
and all cultures—as a first step to world
peace and understanding and a step away
from the ugliness of war.

I also believe that limiting population
growth and sharing the world’s resource’s
equably is the only way we will ever estab-
lish peace on earth.

Locally, for our family, what have been the
effects of high energy costs? Higher food and
medical costs, loss of job, reduced school
programs for my children, dwindled savings,
“making do” with older cars and housing
needs, fewer amenities, no vacation.

Glad you asked.

LYNN, Fruitvale.

I read your letter sent out today. Glad to
hear that at least one of our Senators in
Washington gets it. I hope there are more of
you in DC that can support the policies you
want to support in your letter.

We do need to start drilling again in the
US and offshore. We need to make sure that
we take precautions to avoid damage to the
environment. We cannot sacrifice one for the
other. But we must start drilling again, and
do so in a respective manner of Mother Na-
ture.

And we are going to need some new refin-
ing capability. Again, do it new technology
and with respect to our environment. Build
it in Eastern Idaho—we have the space and
we could use the jobs and economic boost.
Tough to get oil here, but if they need a
place for it, bring it here.

We must start the nuclear programs again.
We need to build some new reactors soon. I
do not know for sure, but I am betting some
of our older reactors are getting long in the
tooth, and if they go off the grid, then what
happens? Besides we need more power and
money spent to renew our grid system.

We need to take a serious look at Ethanol.
I am not sure it is all it is being promoted to
be. I am not sure the benefits outweigh all of
the costs. With the flooding in the Midwest,
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I wonder what the cost of corn will be now?
But it is not just food issues, but the proc-
essing issues as well.

Wind Power should be promoted as well.
But a Nuclear Power Plant is much easier on
the eyes than 1000 wind towers, and not as
susceptible to the changes in the wind.

Coal alternatives should be looked at as
well. We need to check if the benefits we can
gain from technology like coal gasification
are valid and have low impact. Some of the
claims you hear and read about look prom-
ising. But as I am learning with Ethanol,
there may be some significant costs to chase
this type of technology.

But the short of it—we need to develop our
energy and become more independent. The
amount of jobs created would be incredible
in the process. You want a better health care
system and less unemployment and less gov-
ernment care programs—just set the energy
companies loose and see this economy re-
bound in a heartbeat. These energy compa-
nies can afford health care plans and benefits
for their workers. Our current policies are
killing us—and I really hope there are
enough in Congress to turn this around. We
have been shooting ourselves in the foot for
more than 20 years.

Good Luck.
STEPHEN, Rigby.

Thank you for inviting me to share how
the increased gas prices has affected my
daily life. I have begun carpooling and elimi-
nating unnecessary trips, and have really
saved a lot of money, not to mention reduc-
ing the pollution my daily commute had
been producing. Though it has not always
been convenient, I look at it as one small
step that I can do to help our world for fu-
ture generations. You opposed the proposed
climate change legislation that would fur-
ther hike gas prices up, though I called and
wrote your office to ask you to support it. I
feel that the higher the gas prices are, the
more people will look to limit extraneous
trips which will help reduce emissions
(greenhouse gases). I also think that the
more you reduce the prices on gas, people
will use more gas and will choose not to con-
serve.

Measures I want you to support would be
to develop a larger, stronger infrastructure
of public transportation so that people do
not have to worry about getting to work the
traditional way of driving singly in their
own vehicle. We should encourage production
and development of non-fossil fuels, such as
cellulosic ethanol, which does not take from
the food supply, but does give work to both
the scientific developers as well as the labor-
ers necessary to move this idea to fruition.
Also, you should support solar, geothermal,
and wind production. If measures could be
discovered that would allow for the long-
term safe storage of nuclear waste, as well as
safe practices of running plants on a daily
basis, no matter the weather conditions (i.e.,
drought), keeping in mind the larger picture
of our environment, including fish and other
natural resources, I would be supportive of
that method as well. I know these newer
methods are not as easy or convenient as
just simply reducing gas prices, but your leg-
acy for truly caring about the environment
would be something that would be worth the
extra work.

Thank you for reading this, even though it
probably goes against what you are looking
for.

SUSAN, Boise.
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REMEMBERING HARRY MAGNUSON

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 24, a man whose life was intricately
woven into Idaho’s history passed on.
Harry Frank Magnuson, son of an
Italian immigrant mother and Polish
immigrant father, was born in Idaho in
the early part of the 20th century in
the small Idaho mining town of Wal-
lace. As a young man, Harry sought
and obtained his education, first at the
University of Idaho. After completing
his military service with the U.S. Navy
during World War II, he obtained a
master’s degree in business administra-
tion at Harvard University. Harry re-
turned to his hometown of Wallace, ID,
and opened an accounting firm that
was active for 60 years. At the time of
his death, Harry Magnuson was known
well beyond Idaho’s borders for his
leadership, philanthropy and business
acumen.

Harry was a devoted father and hus-
band and committed man of the com-
munity. He was first and foremost an
Idahoan. His work brought him acco-
lades from the University of Idaho,
Gonzaga University, and Idaho State
University. In 1990, our State’s largest
newspaper, the Idaho Statesman,
named him Idaho Citizen of the Year.
He chaired the Idaho Centennial Com-
mission from 1987 to 1991. In 1999, Harry
received the ‘“‘Esto Perpetua’” award
from the Idaho State Historical Soci-
ety, an award that honors an individ-
ual’s lifetime contributions to the his-
tory of Idaho. One of the projects clos-
est to his heart was the Cataldo Mis-
sion in north Idaho, the preservation of
which he contributed mightily over the
years.

My thoughts and prayers are with
Colleen Magnuson and their children at
this difficult time.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:35 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the following concurrent resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:
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H. Con. Res. 27. Concurrent resolu-
tion authorizing the use of the rotunda
of the Capitol for a ceremony in honor
of the bicentennial of the birth of
President Abraham Lincoln.

———————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-554. A communication from the Senior
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Office of Fi-
nancial Stability, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled “TARP Conflicts of In-
terest” (RIN1505-ACO05) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on January 26,
2009; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-555. A communication from the Deputy
Secretary of the Interior and the General
Counsel, Department of Commerce, trans-
mitting draft legislation entitled ‘‘The Alba-
tross and Petrel Conservation Act of 2009°’;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-556. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Credit Rates on
Tax Credit Bonds’ (Notice 2009-15) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 28, 2009; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-557. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of State, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to the ex-
tension of the waiver of restrictions con-
tained in Section 907 of the FREEDOM Sup-
port Act of 1992; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC-558. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Civil Rights, Department
of Education, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the annual report of the Office for Civil
Rights for fiscal years 2007-2008; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-559. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to the va-
cancy, designation of acting officer and nom-
ination for the position of Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on January 28,
2009; to the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence.

——

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
SPECTER, and Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. 357. A bill to allow for certiorari review
of certain cases denied relief or review by the
United States Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces; to the Committee on the Ju-

diciary.
By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. PRYOR, and Mrs.
MCCASKILL):

S. 358. A Dbill to ensure the safety of mem-
bers of the United States Armed Forces
while using expeditionary facilities, infra-
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structure, and equipment supporting United
States military operations overseas; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. INOUYE:

S. 359. A bill to establish the Hawaii Cap-
ital National Heritage Area, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mrs. McCASKILL:

S. 360. A bill to limit compensation to offi-
cers and directors of entities receiving emer-
gency economic assistance from the Govern-
ment; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. LEVIN:

S. 361. A bill for the relief of Guy Vang,
Genevieve Chong Foung, Caroline Vang, and
Meline ‘‘Melanie’” Vang; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. WEBB, Mr. BROWN, Ms. MIKULSKI,
and Mr. SANDERS):

S. 362. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the collective bar-
gaining rights and procedures for review of
adverse actions of certain employees of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 150
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
150, a bill to provide Federal assistance
to States for rural law enforcement
and for other purposes.
S. 244
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
244, a bill to expand programs of early
childhood home visitation that in-
crease school readiness, child abuse
and neglect prevention, and early iden-
tification of developmental and health

delays, including potential mental
health concerns, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 252

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2562, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to enhance the capacity of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to
recruit and retain nurses and other
critical health-care professionals, to
improve the provision of health care
veterans, and for other purposes.

S. 262

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
262, a bill to improve and enhance the
operations of the reserve components
of the Armed Forces, to improve mobi-
lization and demobilization processes
for members of the reserve components
of the Armed Forces, and for other pur-
poses.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,
Mr. SPECTER, and Mr. FEIN-
GOLD):
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