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S. 1490. A bill to prevent and mitigate iden-

tity theft, to ensure privacy, to provide no-
tice of security breaches, and to enhance 
criminal penalties, law enforcement assist-
ance, and other protections against security 
breaches, fraudulent access, and misuse of 
personally identifiable information. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Ketanji Brown Jackson, of Maryland, to be 
a Member of the United States Sentencing 
Commission for a term expiring October 31, 
2013. 

Kenyen Ray Brown, of Alabama, to be 
United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of Alabama for the term of four 
years. 

Stephanie M. Rose, of Iowa, to be United 
States Attorney for the Northern District of 
Iowa for the term of four years. 

Nicholas A. Klinefeldt, of Iowa, to be 
United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of Iowa for the term of four years. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself and Mr. 
NELSON of Florida): 

S. 2731. A bill to improve disaster assist-
ance provided by the Small Business Admin-
istration, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 
S. 2732. A bill to require the Administrator 

of the Federal Aviation Administration to 
promulgate regulations to prohibit the use of 
certain portable electronic devices in the 
cockpit of commercial aircraft during flight 
and to conduct a study of the safety impact 
of distracted pilots; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr. BEN-
NET): 

S. 2733. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a Private Education Loan Ombuds-
man; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself and Mr. 
LUGAR): 

S. 2734. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to the prevention of 
diabetes, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for him-
self, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. VITTER, and 
Mr. INHOFE): 

S. 2735. A bill to prohibit additional re-
quirements for the control of Vibrio 
vulnificus applicable to the post-harvest 
processing of oysters; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 2736. A bill to reduce the rape kit back-
log and for other purposes; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. KYL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. VITTER, and Mr. 
BUNNING): 

S. 2737. A bill to relocate to Jerusalem the 
United States Embassy in Israel, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. 2738. A bill to authorize National Mall 
Liberty Fund D.C. to establish a memorial 
on Federal land in the District of Columbia 
to honor free persons and slaves who fought 
for independence, liberty, and justice for all 
during the American Revolution; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 2739. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to provide for the es-
tablishment of the Puget Sound Program Of-
fice, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
FRANKEN, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 2740. A bill to establish a comprehensive 
literacy program; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico: 

S. 2741. A bill to establish telehealth pilot 
projects, expand access to stroke telehealth 
services under the Medicare program, im-
prove access to ‘‘store-and-forward’’ tele-
health services in facilities of the Indian 
Health Service and Federally qualified 
health centers, reimburse facilities of the In-
dian Health Service as originating sites, es-
tablish regulations to consider credentialing 
and privileging standards for originating 
sites with respect to receiving telehealth 
services, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 2742. A bill to provide for a Climate 
Change Worker and Community Assistance 
Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. WEBB, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, and Ms. LANDRIEU): 

S. 2743. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to provide for the award of a 
military service medal to members of the 
Armed Forces who served honorably during 
the Cold War, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. 
BINGAMAN, and Mr. ENZI): 

S. 2744. A bill to amend the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 to expand the authority for 
awarding technology prizes by the Secretary 
of Energy to include a financial award for 
separation of carbon dioxide from dilute 
sources; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, and Mr. FRANKEN): 

S. 2745. A bill to prohibit the use of per-
sonal wireless communications devices and 
laptop computers by the flight crew of com-
mercial aircraft on the flight deck of such 
aircraft during aircraft operations; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. SANDERS: 

S. 2746. A bill to address the concept of 
‘‘Too Big To Fail’’ with respect to certain fi-
nancial entities; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. COCHRAN, 
and Mr. RISCH): 

S. Res. 338. A resolution designating No-
vember 14, 2009, as ‘‘National Reading Edu-
cation Assistance Dogs Day’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. 
KAUFMAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. FEINGOLD, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 339. A resolution to express the 
sense of the Senate in support of permitting 
the televising of Supreme Court proceedings; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself and Mrs. 
LINCOLN): 

S. Res. 340. A resolution expressing support 
for designation of a National Veterans His-
tory Project Week to encourage public par-
ticipation in a nationwide project that col-
lects and preserves the stories of the men 
and women who served our Nation in times 
of war and conflict; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
LUGAR): 

S. Res. 341. A resolution supporting peace, 
security, and innocent civilians affected by 
conflict in Yemen; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BEGICH, 
Mr. BINGAMAN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado, and Mr. UDALL of 
New Mexico): 

S. Res. 342. A resolution recognizing Na-
tional American Indian and Alaska Native 
Heritage Month and celebrating the heritage 
and culture of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives and the contributions of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives to the United 
States; considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. Con. Res. 47. A concurrent resolution 
recognizing the 75th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the East Bay Regional Park 
District in California, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 448 

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. KAUFMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 448, a bill to maintain the free 
flow of information to the public by 
providing conditions for the federally 
compelled disclosure of information by 
certain persons connected with the 
news media. 

S. 456 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. EN-
SIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
456, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, to develop guidelines to be used 
on a voluntary basis to develop plans 
to manage the risk of food allergy and 
anaphylaxis in schools and early child-
hood education programs, to establish 
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school-based food allergy management 
grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 572 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 

of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-
NER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 572, 
a bill to provide for the issuance of a 
‘‘forever stamp’’ to honor the sacrifices 
of the brave men and women of the 
Armed Forces who have been awarded 
the Purple Heart. 

S. 827 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 827, a bill to establish a program 
to reunite bondholders with matured 
unredeemed United States savings 
bonds. 

S. 850 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 850, a bill to amend the High 
Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Pro-
tection Act and the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act to improve the conservation of 
sharks. 

S. 1067 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1067, a bill to support sta-
bilization and lasting peace in northern 
Uganda and areas affected by the 
Lord’s Resistance Army through devel-
opment of a regional strategy to sup-
port multilateral efforts to success-
fully protect civilians and eliminate 
the threat posed by the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army and to authorize funds for 
humanitarian relief and reconstruc-
tion, reconciliation, and transitional 
justice, and for other purposes. 

S. 1461 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1461, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to treat trees 
and vines producing fruit, nuts, or 
other crops as placed in service in the 
year in which it is planted for purposes 
of special allowance for depreciation. 

S. 1490 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1490, a bill to prevent and mitigate 
identity theft, to ensure privacy, to 
provide notice of security breaches, 
and to enhance criminal penalties, law 
enforcement assistance, and other pro-
tections against security breaches, 
fraudulent access, and misuse of per-
sonally identifiable information. 

S. 1523 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1523, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to establish a grant 
program to provide supportive services 
in permanent supportive housing for 
chronically homeless individuals and 
families, and for other purposes. 

S. 1628 

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from 
Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 1628, a bill to amend 
title VII of the Public Health Service 
Act to increase the number of physi-
cians who practice in underserved rural 
communities. 

S. 1635 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1635, a bill to establish an Indian Youth 
telemental health demonstration 
project, to enhance the provision of 
mental health care services to Indian 
youth, to encourage Indian tribes, trib-
al organizations, and other mental 
health care providers serving residents 
of Indian country to obtain the serv-
ices of predoctoral psychology and psy-
chiatry interns, and for other purposes. 

S. 1681 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1681, a bill to ensure that 
health insurance issuers and medical 
malpractice insurance issuers cannot 
engage in price fixing, bid rigging, or 
market allocations to the detriment of 
competition and consumers. 

At the request of Mr. BENNET, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1681, supra. 

S. 1682 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1682, a bill to provide the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission 
with clear antimarket manipulation 
authority, and for other purposes. 

S. 1724 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1724, a bill to establish a com-
petitive grant program in the Depart-
ment of Justice to be administered by 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance which 
shall assist local criminal prosecutor’s 
offices in investigating and prosecuting 
crimes of real estate fraud. 

S. 1756 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1756, a bill to amend the 
Age Discrimination in Employment 
Act of 1967 to clarify the appropriate 
standard of proof. 

S. 1792 

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the name of the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BUNNING) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1792, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify the requirements for windows, 
doors, and skylights to be eligible for 
the credit for nonbusiness energy prop-
erty. 

S. 1859 

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the name of the Senator from Lou-

isiana (Mr. VITTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1859, a bill to reinstate 
Federal matching of State spending of 
child support incentive payments. 

S. 1982 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1982, a bill to renew and 
extend the provisions relating to the 
identification of trade enforcement pri-
orities, and for other purposes. 

S. 2336 
At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. GREGG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2336, a bill to safeguard 
intelligence collection and enact a fair 
and responsible reauthorization of the 
3 expiring provisions of the USA PA-
TRIOT Improvements and Reauthoriza-
tion Act. 

S. 2532 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2532, a bill to extend the 
temporary duty suspensions on certain 
cotton shirting fabrics, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2729 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2729, a bill to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from un-
capped domestic sources, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2730 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2730, a bill to extend and en-
hance the COBRA subsidy program 
under the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009. 

S. RES. 71 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 71, a resolution condemning the 
Government of Iran for its state-spon-
sored persecution of the Baha’i minor-
ity in Iran and its continued violation 
of the International Covenants on 
Human Rights. 

S. RES. 334 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) and the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. Res. 334, a resolution designating 
Thursday, November 19, 2009, as ‘‘Feed 
America Day’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2669 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CHAMBLISS), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. BENNETT) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 2669 pro-
posed to H.R. 2847, a bill making appro-
priations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and 
Related Agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2010, and for 
other purposes. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 03:31 Nov 06, 2009 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00076 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05NO6.053 S05NOPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S11207 November 5, 2009 
AMENDMENT NO. 2685 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2685 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 2847, a bill making 
appropriations for the Departments of 
Commerce and Justice, and Science, 
and Related Agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself 
and Mr. NELSON, of Florida): 

S. 2731. A bill to improve disaster as-
sistance provided by the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to speak on an 
issue that is of great importance to my 
home State of Louisiana—Federal dis-
aster preparedness. As you know, along 
the Gulf Coast, we keep an eye trained 
on the Gulf of Mexico during hurricane 
season. This is following the dev-
astating one-two punch of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita of 2005 as well as Hur-
ricanes Gustav and Ike last year. Our 
communities and businesses are still 
recovering from these disasters—some 
from a disaster that devastated the 
Gulf Coast almost 5 years ago. For this 
reason, as Chair of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship disaster preparedness is 
one of my top priorities. While the Gulf 
Coast is prone to hurricanes, other 
parts of the country are no strangers to 
disaster. For example, the Midwest has 
tornadoes, California experiences 
earthquakes and wildfires, and the 
Northeast sees crippling snowstorms. 
So no part of our country is spared 
from disasters—disasters which can 
and will strike at any moment. With 
this in mind, we must ensure that the 
Federal Government is better prepared 
and has the tools necessary to respond 
quickly, effectively following a dis-
aster. 

As I mentioned, everyone around the 
country is familiar with the impact of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita on the 
New Orleans area and the southeast 
part of our state. Images from the dev-
astation following these storms, and 
the subsequent Federal levee breaks, 
were transmitted around the country 
and around the world. This is because 
Katrina was the deadliest natural dis-
aster in United States history, with 
1,800 people killed—1,500 alone in Lou-
isiana. Katrina was also the costliest 
natural disaster in United States his-
tory with over $81.2 billion in damage. 
In Louisiana, we had 18,000 businesses 
catastrophically destroyed and 81,000 
businesses economically impacted. I 
believe that, across the entire Gulf 
Coast, some estimates ran as high as 
125,000 businesses impacted by Katrina 
and Rita. While we have made signifi-
cant progress in rebuilding infrastruc-

ture, housing, and our economy, I con-
tinue to hear from individual business 
owners who are struggling to fully re-
cover. These business owners tell me 
that they have not been hit by one dis-
aster but three: Hurricane Katrina in 
2005, Hurricane Gustav in 2008, and the 
economic downturn. Louisiana was 
slow to feel the brunt of the credit 
crunch and economic meltdown but 
last year we began to see the drying up 
of investments and the shrinking of 
consumers’ pocketbooks. 

One business owner that I have met 
with is Charles R. ‘‘Ray’’ Bergeron. He 
and his wife own Fleur de Lis Car Care 
Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Small Business Administration, SBA, 
Administrator Karen Mills and I toured 
Mr. Bergeron’s business during a visit 
to New Orleans on June 30, 2009. As a 
result of Hurricane Katrina, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bergeron found themselves having 
to take out two loans, one for their 
house and another for their small busi-
ness. Pre-Katrina, Fleur de Lis Car 
Care Center had 8 employees. As of our 
visit in June, they were down to 2 em-
ployees not including Mr. Bergeron. 
They have a $225,000 SBA disaster loan 
with a standard 30-year term. Accord-
ing to Mr. Bergeron, he will not pay it 
off until he is 101 years old. The busi-
ness was back at about 40 percent of 
pre-Katrina sales, due in large measure 
to the population not being back. Their 
neighborhood is mostly empty homes. 
He attributes part of slow population 
recovery to high flood insurance pre-
miums, high property taxes and high 
homeowner’s insurance. These are the 
type of businesses that we must ensure 
keep their doors open: businesses that 
took the initiative to re-open right 
after the disaster. These ‘‘pioneer’’ 
businesses serve as anchors to the com-
munity in the early days of recovery. If 
residents see their favorite restaurant 
open or the local gas station, they are 
more likely to come back to rebuild 
their homes. 

In order to help ongoing recovery ef-
forts in the Gulf Coast, and to give the 
SBA more tools to respond after a fu-
ture disaster, I am introducing the 
Small Business Administration Dis-
aster Recovery and Reform Act of 2009. 
This legislation builds off of SBA dis-
aster reforms enacted last year and 
also provides targeted assistance for 
Gulf Coast recovery. My bill also in-
cludes an important provision author-
izing SBA to help families impacted by 
defective drywall manufactured in the 
People’s Republic of China. 

In terms of immediate recovery as-
sistance, Title I of the bill includes 
three provisions which I believe will 
help both Gulf Coast businesses as well 
as families nationwide dealing with 
toxic drywall in their homes. First, 
this bill amends Section 12086 added by 
SBA disaster reforms in the 2008 Farm 
Bill. This provision created a Gulf 
Coast Disaster Loan Refinancing Pro-
gram. The intent of the program, as I 
understand it from my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives, was to 

allow Gulf Coast businesses and home-
owners to defer for up to 4 years, pay-
ments on SBA disaster loans. This pro-
vision certainly had good intentions, 
however, we are a year on and the pro-
gram has yet to be implemented. That 
is because in practice the program 
would likely be re-amortizing the same 
debt and, under the Credit Reform Act, 
to refinance a $1,000,000 disaster loan 
would require $1,000,000 in additional 
funding. To try to salvage this pro-
gram, my bill would require SBA to re-
port back to Congress in 30 days with 
recommendations on improving this 
program. These recommendations 
could include such additional options 
as modifying the end of the deferment 
date of loans, reducing interest pay-
ments on loans, extending out the term 
of loans to 35 years or other changes to 
the program that might make it more 
workable. I believe this program is on 
the right track, Congress just needs ad-
vice from the SBA on how we can make 
it work better to actually help people 
in the Gulf Coast. 

The next provision in Title I relates 
to minority businesses in the Gulf 
Coast that were impacted by Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita. Everyone is fa-
miliar with the images and the cost of 
these storms, but they may not be too 
familiar with the impact on individual 
businesses. In particular, I am speak-
ing about the affects of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita on minority firms in 
the Gulf Coast. As a result of these 
storms, many minority firms in the 
Gulf Coast were disrupted and thus lost 
valuable time for participating in the 
8(a) program. The 8(a) business devel-
opment initiative, created under the 
Small Business Administration, helps 
minority entrepreneurs access Federal 
contracts and allows companies to be 
certified for increments of three years. 
These contracts are vital to the revival 
of these impacted areas. However, as 
currently structured the program al-
lows businesses to participate for a 
limited length of time, 9 years, after 
which they can never re-apply nor get 
back into the program. It is imperative 
that we provide contracting assistance 
to our local minority businesses. 

My bill includes a provision which 
would tackle this problem in three im-
portant ways. First, the bill extends 
8(a) eligibility for program partici-
pants in Katrina/Rita-impacted areas 
in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama 
by 24 months. The bill would also apply 
to any areas in the state of Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama that have 
been designated by the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration 
as a disaster area as a result of Hurri-
canes Katrina or Rita. Lastly, the bill 
would require the administrator of the 
Small Business Administration to en-
sure that every small business partici-
pating in the 8(a) program before the 
date of enactment of the Act is re-
viewed and brought into compliance 
with this act. This requirement would 
ensure that any eligible previous 8(a) 
participants will be allowed back into 
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