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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Two minutes remain in this 
vote. 

b 1619 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

53, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I hereby no-
tify the House of my intention to offer 
a resolution as a question of the privi-
leges of the House. 

The form of my resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Whereas, the gentleman from New York, 
Charles B. Rangel, the fourth most senior 
Member of the House of Representatives, 
serves as chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, a position of considerable 
power and influence within the House of Rep-
resentatives; and, 

Whereas, clause one of rule 23 of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives provides, ‘‘A 
Member, Delegate, Resident Commission, of-
ficer, or employee of the House shall conduct 
himself at all times in a manner that shall 
reflect creditably on the House;’’ 

Whereas, The New York Times reported on 
September 5, 2008, that, ‘‘Representative 
Charles B. Rangel has earned more than 
$75,000 in rental income from a villa he has 
owned in the Dominican Republic since 1988, 
but never reported it on his federal or state 
tax returns, according to a lawyer for the 
congressman and documents from the re-
sort.’’; and, 

Whereas, in an article in the September 5, 
2008 edition of The New York Times, his at-
torney confirmed that Representative Ran-
gel’s annual congressional Financial Disclo-
sure statements failed to disclose the rental 
income from his resort villa; and, 

Whereas, The New York Times reported on 
September 6, 2008 that, ‘‘Representative 
Charles B. Rangel paid no interest for more 
than a decade on a mortgage extended to 
him to buy a villa at a beachfront resort in 
the Dominican Republic, according to Mr. 
Rangel’s lawyer and records from the resort. 
The loan, which was extended to Mr. Rangel 
in 1988, was originally to be paid back over 
seven years at a rate of 10.5 percent. But 
within two years, interest on the loan was 
waived for Mr. Rangel.’’; and, 

Whereas, clause 5(a)(2)(A) of House Rule 25 
defines a gift as, ‘‘. . . a gratuity, favor, dis-

count, entertainment, hospitality, loan, for-
bearance, or other item having monetary 
value’’ and prohibits the acceptance of such 
gifts except in limited circumstances; and, 

Whereas, Representative Rangel’s accept-
ance of thousands of dollars in interest for-
giveness is a violation of the House gift ban; 
and, 

Whereas, Representative Rangel’s failure 
to disclose the aforementioned gifts and in-
come on his Personal Financial Disclosure 
Statements violates House rules and federal 
law; and, 

Whereas, Representative Rangel’s failure 
to report the aforementioned gifts and in-
come on federal, state and local tax returns 
is a violation of the tax laws of those juris-
dictions; and, 

Whereas, the Committee on Ways and 
Means, which Representative Rangel chairs, 
has jurisdiction over the United States Tax 
Code; and, 

Whereas, the House Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct first announced on 
July 31, 2008 that it was reviewing allega-
tions of misconduct by Representative Ran-
gel; and, 

Whereas, the House Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct announced on Sep-
tember 24, 2008 that it had established an in-
vestigative subcommittee in the matter of 
Representative Rangel; and, 

Whereas, The New York Times reported on 
November 24, 2008 that, ‘‘Congressional 
records and interviews show that Mr. Rangel 
was instrumental in preserving a lucrative 
tax loophole that benefited [Nabors Indus-
tries] an oil drilling company last year, 
while at the same time its chief executive 
was pledging $1 million to the Charles B. 
Rangel School of Public Service at 
C.C.N.Y.’’; and, 

Whereas, the House Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct announced on De-
cember 9, 2008 that it had expanded the juris-
diction of the aforementioned investigative 
subcommittee to examine the allegations re-
lated to Representative Rangel’s involve-
ment with Nabors Industries; and, 

Whereas, Roll Call newspaper reported on 
September 15, 2008 that, ‘‘The inconsistent 
reports are among myriad errors, discrep-
ancies and unexplained entries on Rangel’s 
personal disclosure forms over the past eight 
years that make it almost impossible to get 
a clear picture of the Ways and Means chair-
man’s financial dealings.’’; and, 

Whereas, Roll Call newspaper reported on 
September 16, 2008 that, ‘‘Rangel said he 
would hire a ‘forensic accountant’ to review 
all of his disclosure forms going back 20 
years, and to provide a report to the House 
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct, 
which Rangel said will then make public.’’; 
and, 

Whereas, nearly five months after Rep-
resentative Rangel pledged to provide a pub-
lic forensic accounting of his tax and federal 
financial disclosure records, he has failed to 
do so; and, 

Whereas, an editorial in The New York 
Times on September 15, 2008 stated, ‘‘Mount-
ing embarrassment for taxpayers and Con-
gress makes it imperative that Representa-
tive Charles Rangel step aside as chairman 
of the Ways and Means Committee while his 
ethical problems are investigated.’’; and, 

Whereas, on May 24, 2006, then Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi cited ‘‘high ethical 
standards’’ in a letter to Representative Wil-
liam Jefferson asking that he resign his seat 
on the Committee on Ways and Means in 
light of ongoing investigations into alleged 
financial impropriety by Representative Jef-
ferson, 

Whereas, by the conduct giving rise to this 
resolution, Representative Charles B. Rangel 
has dishonored himself and brought discredit 
to the House; and, 
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Therefore, be it Resolved, Upon adoption of 

this resolution and pending completion of 
the investigation into his affairs by the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Conduct, 
Representative Rangel is hereby removed as 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
rule IX, a resolution offered from the 
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as 
a question of the privileges of the 
House has immediate precedence only 
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Texas will appear in the 
RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield to the gentleman from Florida 
for the purpose of announcing next 
week’s schedule. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I thank 
my good friend from Georgia for yield-
ing. 

On Monday, the 9th of February, the 
House will meet at 2 p.m. for legisla-
tive business, with votes postponed 
until 6:30 p.m. On Tuesday, the 10th, 
the House will meet at 12:30 p.m. for 
morning hour and at 2 p.m. for legisla-
tive business. On Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, the House will meet at 10 
a.m. for legislative business. 

We will consider several bills under 
suspension of the rules. The complete 
list of suspension bills will be an-
nounced by the close of business on 
Friday. 

We also expect to consider S. 22, the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act 
of 2009; and in addition, pending Senate 
action on H.R. 1, the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act, we antici-
pate House action on that legislation. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
reclaiming my time, as to the public 
lands omnibus bill, I want to note for 
the gentleman: The bill that he has an-
nounced for next week, the public lands 
omnibus bill, is a bill that actually 
contains 130 separate bills, and it au-
thorizes $10 billion in taxpayer spend-
ing. Given our current economy, I 
would think that Congress should en-
gage in the same belt-tightening that 
so many Americans, our constituents, 
are having to do every day. 

b 1630 

Next week, we’ll consider an almost 
$1 trillion stimulus and a $10 billion 
massive lands bill, and at some point in 
the near future, we’re going to have to 

understand that we are going to have 
to streamline the amount of spending 
that we’re doing. 

I’d like to ask the gentleman, will 
there be a bill on the floor next week 
to offset at least some of the massive 
spending the Congress is considering? 
And I’d yield to the gentleman for the 
response. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

As the gentleman knows, we’re very 
focused on fiscal discipline, and we’re 
very concerned about our ever-increas-
ing deficit. Now, we look forward to 
working with Chairman SPRATT and 
our new President on a budget that’s 
going to reduce spending and bring 
down our deficit, and we look forward 
to working with the gentleman and his 
colleagues on fiscal issues in the fu-
ture. 

As you well know, among other 
things, our goal continues to be to find 
a balance for the need for action during 
an economic crisis with our desire to 
go through the legislative process. 

I could go at length with my good 
friend regarding how we got where we 
are, but in anticipation of the need to 
continue the rest of the business of the 
day, I’ll leave it at that. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Thank you. 
And reclaiming my time, I’d like to re-
mind the gentleman that is a history 
lesson, and I think the people of our 
country and our constituents right now 
are looking to the future and what 
we’re going to be doing in the future. 
And in particular, the history that 
you’re talking about about the past ad-
ministration and the past Congresses, 
let me just remind my friend that 
we’re spending about $100 million a 
minute in this Congress, and so I’m 
glad to hear that the gentleman from 
Florida, my friend, is aware of the 
amount of money and the amount of 
deficit and the amount of debt that 
we’re piling up. 

And I’d like to remind the gen-
tleman, also, that just down the road 
we will be considering a $410 billion 
omnibus spending bill and likely an-
other supplemental of the amount of 
work that was not done in the last Con-
gress about coming up with these ap-
propriation bills, and we’re having to 
do it in one bundle, and I think the 
American people certainly have a con-
cern about that spending. 

But let me comment on something 
that my friend from Florida said, and 
that was the bipartisanship here. And 
like our new President, your fellow 
Democrats in Congress and you have 
often spoken optimistically about bi-
partisanship and about including Re-
publican ideas in the stimulus. Well, 
I’d like to remind my friend that only 
4 percent of Republican ideas were even 
considered on the floor of this House, 
the people’s House, a house for open de-
bate about such issues, especially of 
the importance of the type of spending 
that we’ve been doing. And of the few 
Republican amendments adopted in 
committee, the majority of those were 

either dropped or altered before the bill 
ever got to the floor, and to me, that’s 
not acting in a spirit of bipartisanship. 

And worse yet, the Speaker is yet to 
meet with the Republicans to hear our 
ideas. President Obama has had about 
three meetings with our leadership and 
listened to our ideas, but yet, the 
Speaker of this body, the body we’re a 
part of, has not even met with Repub-
licans yet to get some ideas. 

So you’ve announced that we’re mov-
ing the convening time next week from 
Tuesday to Monday and this will en-
sure that negotiations on a $1 trillion 
spending bill occurs while most Mem-
bers are not even going to be in town. 

I’d like to ask the gentleman, what 
opportunities will Republicans be given 
next week or anytime in the future, 
but especially next week, to increase 
tax relief in the bill and cut wasteful 
spending before the stimulus is voted 
on again? And I’d yield to my friend 
from Florida to answer. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. You have 
raised two issues at least that give me 
an opportunity to express the views of 
the leadership. 

As I said before, our goals continue 
to be to find a balance between the 
need for action while we have this eco-
nomic crisis and our desire to go 
through the legislative process. The 
leadership has urged our colleagues in 
the other body to complete action on 
the recovery bill in a timely fashion, 
even if it means they have to work 
through the weekend. 

In addition, we’ve scheduled an addi-
tional day, as you point to, of legisla-
tive business next week so we can 
begin the process of conferencing with 
the Senate. 

Also, I would remind the gentleman 
that the Appropriations, Ways and 
Means, and Energy and Commerce 
Committees all held full markups. 

Per the gentleman’s request during 
our last colloquy, the Rules Com-
mittee, as I’m sure the gentleman 
knows that I’m privileged and honored 
to serve on, waived PAYGO points of 
order and made a Republican sub-
stitute in order. In addition, Chair-
woman SLAUGHTER of the Rules Com-
mittee put out a call for amendments. 

Speaking of bipartisanship, there was 
an evenly balanced number, at least 6– 
5. There were six Democratic amend-
ments made in order, four Republican 
amendments, and one bipartisan 
amendment were considered last week 
on the floor. 

Now, we’re going to continue to lis-
ten to Republican ideas throughout the 
conference process and look forward to 
working with the gentleman and his 
colleagues. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I reclaim my 
time, and I’d just like to say to the 
gentleman, I know that there was over 
200 amendments offered. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 206. 
Mr. WESTMORELAND. 210 amend-

ments offered, and about 95 of those 
were Republican, and so if I’m hearing 
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