H9756

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 3113, introduced by the chair-
man of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, Mr. NICK RAHALL, reflects the
continuing efforts by the people of Po-
cahontas County, West Virginia, to
preserve and protect the most signifi-
cant natural and historic resources
that they are blessed with in that area.

The pending legislation would have
the National Forest Service conduct a
study on a segment of the Elk River
within the county to determine its eli-
gibility for designation under the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act.

On behalf of Chairman RAHALL, I
would like to commend the Pocahontas
County Commission for its leadership
in this matter.

With that, I ask Members on both
sides to support passage of this meas-
ure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

We believe that the bill has been ade-
quately explained and studied, and we
commend the efforts of Mr. RAHALL in
his working with the Members on both
sides of the aisle.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, the pending leg-
islation would provide for a study to determine
the feasibility and suitability of including a seg-
ment of the Elk River as a component of the
Wild and Scenic River System.

The Elk River is one of West Virginia’s pre-
mier natural resource assets. It is the longest
river in West Virginia with its boundaries en-
tirely within the State. The study that would be
authorized by this legislation, however, would
focus only on that segment of the Elk where
it begins at the confluence of two streams—
Old Field Fork and Big Spring Fork—at the
community of Slatyfork and flows North for ap-
proximately five miles to the Pocahontas/Ran-
dolph County line. The study would be con-
ducted by the U.S. Forest Service.

| would point out that this legislation was ini-
tiated by the Pocahontas County Commission
which unanimously voted on February 4,
2009, to request that a study be conducted on
the segment of the Elk River within their coun-
ty. In this regard | commend Commissioners
Martin V. Saffer, David M. Fleming and Reta
J. Griffith for their initiative.

The “Slaty” segment of the Elk River that
would be the subject of the study authorized
by this bill, named in reference to the commu-
nity of Slatyfork where the river begins, was
described in a January 2009 letter written by
local resident Tom Shipley to the Pocahontas
County Commission as follows: “History
abounds around, near and on the banks of the
Elk River. She is, in a literal sense, very much
as she was back in the early 1800s . . . one
of the last rivers on the East Coast that has
three naturally reproducing species of wild
trout . . . Brook, Brown and Rainbow. As Big
Spring Fork and Old Field merge, they form
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an impressive gateway to the Upper Elk . . .
a gift from God to Pocahontas County.”

Indeed, the Slaty segment is a superb fish-
ery, and the West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources does a good job in the area. While
what is being proposed is a study—not a des-
ignation—and while the Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers Act is very clear that nothing in the statute
“shall affect the jurisdiction or responsibilities
of the State with respect to fish and wildlife,”
I am including in the legislation being intro-
duced today a reaffirmation that the mere act
of studying this segment of the Elk River will
not change the status quo with respect to
State jurisdiction.

In my view, most people associated with
this segment of the Elk River want to keep it
the way it is. As Mr. Shipley wrote, the river
is “a gift of God to Pocahontas County” and
| would add, to the State of West Virginia and
the Nation as a whole.

| urge the adoption of the pending legisla-
tion.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, 1
again urge Members to support the bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3113.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MAGNA WATER DISTRICT WATER
REUSE AND GROUNDWATER RE-
CHARGE ACT OF 2009

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2265) to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in
the Magna Water District water reuse
and groundwater recharge project, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2265

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Magna
Water District Water Reuse and Ground-
water Recharge Act of 2009,

SEC. 2. MAGNA WATER DISTRICT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act (43 U.S.C. 390h et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 16 . MAGNA WATER DISTRICT WATER
REUSE AND GROUNDWATER RE-
CHARGE PROJECT, UTAH.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Magna Water District,
Utah, may participate in the design, plan-
ning, and construction of permanent facili-
ties needed to establish recycled water dis-
tribution and wastewater treatment and rec-
lamation facilities that will be used to pro-
vide recycled water in the Magna Water Dis-
trict.

“(b) COST SHARING.—
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‘(1) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the capital cost of the project described in
subsection (a) shall not exceed 25 percent of
the total cost of the project.

‘“(2) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—Each cost in-
curred by the Magna Water District after
January 1, 2003, relating to any capital, plan-
ning, design, permitting, construction, or
land acquisition (including the value of re-
allocated water rights) for the project de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall be credited to-
wards the non-Federal share of the costs of
the project.

‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the
Secretary shall not be used for operation or
maintenance of the project described in sub-
section (a).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $12,000,000.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections in section 2 of the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 (43 U.S.C. prec. 371) is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section
16 the following:

“Sec. 16 . Magna Water District water
reuse and groundwater recharge
project, Utah.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2265, introduced by my colleague
who is assisting me in managing the
bills on the floor today, Representative
CHAFFETZ from the State of Utah,
would direct the Bureau of Reclama-
tion to participate in the planning, the
design, and the construction of the
Magna Water District water reuse and
groundwater recharge project. When
constructed, this project will remove
perchlorate from the contaminated
groundwater and create a new water
supply for the community. Title XVI
water recycling projects like H.R. 2265
allow local communities to stretch
their limited water supplies.

I ask my colleagues to support the
passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I appreciate the kind words and com-
ments from my colleague Ms.
BORDALLO, and I thank my Democratic
colleagues for supporting this bill to
help the Magna Water District meet
unfunded Federal mandates.

My legislation authorizes Ilimited
Federal assistance to help a commu-
nity remove arsenic and perchlorate
while producing more high-quality
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drinking water. We have very limited
water supplies in the West, and we need
every tool in the water toolbox to help
meet our water supply needs. This and
similar legislation before us today will
help stretch our supplies to meet the
growing needs of our communities.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I
again urge Members to support this
very important bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2265.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

RAISING FEDERAL COST SHARE
OF CALLEGUAS WATER DISTRICT
RECYCLING PROJECT

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2522) to raise the ceiling on the
Federal share of the cost of the
Calleguas Municipal Water District Re-
cycling Project, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2522

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That section 1631(d) of
the Reclamation Wastewater and Ground-
water Study and Facilities Act (43 U.S.C.
390h-13(d)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘paragraph
(2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3)”’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) In the case of the Calleguas Municipal
Water District Recycling Project authorized
by section 1616, the Federal share of the cost
of the Project may not exceed the sum deter-
mined by adding—

‘““(A) the amount that applies to the
Project under paragraph (1); and

“(B) $40,000,000.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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H.R. 2522, introduced by our col-
league Representative ELTON
GALLEGLY, would raise the existing au-
thorization ceiling to authorize funds
for phases 2 and 3 of the Calleguas Mu-
nicipal Water District Recycling
Project. When these phases are com-
pleted, it is expected that the project
will produce 43,000 acre-feet of water
annually.

At a time when reported water is un-
reliable, the title XVI water recycling
program is a tool that communities
can use to create a reliable local sup-
ply to meet all of the future demands.

I ask my colleagues to support pas-
sage of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today to support H.R. 2522, leg-
islation introduced by my Natural Re-
sources Committee colleague, ELTON
GALLEGLY, and cosponsored by Con-
gresswoman LoIs CAPPS.

This legislation extends limited Fed-
eral participation in the Calleguas Mu-
nicipal Water District Water Recycling
Project. This project is already under-
way to help over 600,000 water con-
sumers with their water supply needs
by recycling wastewater. The residents
of the region are entirely dependent on
imported water, and this bill will help
alleviate that dependence by extending
the Federal financial cap on the
project.

Because he’s flying back to Wash-
ington, DC, from his California dis-
trict, Congressman GALLEGLY is unable
to be here for debate on this bill; there-
fore, his statement will be included in
the RECORD.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my strong support for H.R. 2522,
which is a bill introduced earlier this year that
would raise the ceiling on the Federal share of
the cost of completing the Calleguas Municipal
Water District Recycling Project.

| believe most of the country knows about
the water shortage plaguing the state of Cali-
fornia. In my district, maintaining adequate
water supplies has also become increasingly
problematic, especially as the traditional
sources of imported water have become unre-
liable. For this reason, | introduced H.R. 2522,
which will assist the Calleguas Municipal
Water District with the development of new
water sources.

Specifically, this legislation would authorize
an additional $40 million in funding for the Bu-
reau of Reclamation to support the completion
of a salinity management pipeline, also known
as a brine line. This pipeline will collect salty
water generated by desalting facilities and ex-
cess recycled water and then transport that
water for reuse elsewhere. The result will be
both improved water quality and an enhanced
supply of local groundwater.

The increased use of recycled water will ex-
pand the water available for approximately
600,000 of my constituents and, at the same
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time, reduce dependence on water from the
sensitive Bay-Delta ecosystem. In an era of
drought and water shortages throughout Cali-
fornia, local water districts need to do all they
can to reduce their dependence on increas-
ingly scarce supplies of imported water.

| want to thank Chairman RAHALL and Rank-
ing Member HASTINGS, along with their staffs,
for their assistance with moving this important
legislation.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I
again urge Members to support this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2522.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

AUTHORIZING INTERIOR DEPART-

MENT PARTICIPATION IN OR-
EGON WATER RECYCLING
PROJECT

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2741) to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in
the City of Hermiston, Oregon, water
recycling and reuse project, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2741

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROJECT AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVI; 43 U.S.C.
390h et seq.) is amended by inserting after
section 16 the following:

“SEC. 16 . CITY OF HERMISTON, OREGON,
WATER RECYCLING AND REUSE
PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the City of Hermiston, Or-
egon, is authorized to participate in the de-
sign, planning, and construction of perma-
nent facilities to reclaim and reuse water in
the City of Hermiston, Oregon.

‘“(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
costs of the project described in subsection
(a) shall not exceed 25 percent of the total
cost.

“‘(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation and mainte-
nance of the project described in subsection
(a).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections in section 2 of the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 is amended by inserting after the

item relating to section 16  the following:

“Sec. 16 . City of Hermiston, Oregon,
water recycling and reuse
project.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) each
will control 20 minutes.
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