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the House Agriculture Committee
unanimously, and I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, so I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. AL-
EXANDER) for whatever time he may
consume.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Thank you for
yielding to me. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the ranking member, the chair-
man and the members of the com-
mittee for passing this important piece
of legislation. The entire Louisiana
delegation are cosponsors of this. The
National Forest Service is in support of
it. In fact, they provided the language
that is in this bill. As it’s been said,
CBO has scored it as zero. From the
sale of this land, the proceeds will go
back to the National Forest Service for
money that they have spent over the
years, providing maintenance for this
50 acres of land that will be sold to this
not-for-profit group.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, the minor-
ity has no further speakers; therefore,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I urge
passage of the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
HOLDEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 940.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
O 1430

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
AND SUSTAINABILITY OF THE
UNITED STATES HARDWOODS IN-
DUSTRY

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 81) recognizing the im-
portance and sustainability of the
United States hardwoods industry and
urging that United States hardwoods
and the products derived from United
States hardwoods be given full consid-
eration in any program directed at con-
structing environmentally preferable
commercial, public, or private build-
ings.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 81

Whereas hardwood trees grown in the
United States are an abundant, sustainable,
and legal resource, as documented by annu-
ally by the Forest Inventory and Analysis
Program of the United States Forest Serv-
1ce;
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Whereas, despite development pressure and
cropland needs, Department of Agriculture
data shows that the inventory of United
States hardwood has more than doubled over
the past 50 years;

Whereas the Department of Agriculture re-
ports that annual United States hardwood
growth exceeds hardwood removals by a sig-
nificant margin of 1.9 to 1, and net annual
growth has exceeded removals continuously
since 1952;

Whereas the World Bank ranks the United
States in the top 10 percent of all countries
for government effectiveness, regulatory
quality, and rule of law with respect to hard-
wood resources;

Whereas United States hardwoods have
been awarded the highest conservation crop
rating available under the Department of
Agriculture Environmental Benefits Index;

Whereas United States hardwoods are net
absorbers of carbon and are widely recog-
nized to be critical to reducing the United
States carbon footprint;

Whereas United States hardwoods are a
valuable raw material which, when utilized
properly, provide an incentive for land-
owners to maintain their land in a forested
condition rather than clearing the land for
development or other alternative land use;

Whereas United States hardwoods are a re-
newable resource and bio-based material;

Whereas United States hardwoods are recy-
clable, and hardwoods used in construction
can often be restored and reused in later con-
struction;

Whereas United States hardwoods are
grown primarily in those States located
along or east of the Mississippi River and in
the Pacific Northwest, but, with a presence
in every State, the hardwood industry is one
of the major sources of economic activity
and sustenance in many rural communities;

Whereas United States hardwoods are
grown by thousands of small family land-
owners who may harvest trees only once or
twice in a generation; and

Whereas United States hardwoods and the
products derived from United States hard-
woods are prized throughout the world as a
superior and long-lasting building material:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that United States hard-
woods are an abundant, sustainable, and
legal resource under the United States rule
of law; and

(2) urges that United States hardwoods and
products derived from United States hard-
woods should be given full consideration in
any program directed at constructing envi-
ronmentally preferable commercial, public,
or private buildings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. HOLDEN) and the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on this
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 81 recognizes
the importance of the U.S. hardwoods
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industry and recognizes the value of
sustainable, abundant hardwoods as an
important building material.

In the United States hardwood trees
are grown primarily by small-family
forest landowners who use long-term
sustainable practices to grow and man-
age their trees.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this resolution recognizing the impor-
tant role of hardwood producers in the
United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
resolution offered by the gentleman
from Indiana. The hardwood industry
is an important industry for many
rural communities across the country,
employing more than 500,000 people in
all 50 States. The products of this in-
dustry are a part of our daily lives. In-
deed, we can see the products of their
labor in this very Chamber.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution calls for
any future green building programs to
give full consideration to the inclusion
of hardwood material. This is a com-
monsense idea to allow the clean, re-
newable resources to be included in any
program that promotes environ-
mentally friendly construction of pub-
lic and private buildings.

The hardwood industry is of vital
economic importance to hundreds of
thousands of families across rural
America, and I believe it’s important
to show these families that we appre-
ciate the work they do and the respon-
sible manner in which they cultivate
their natural resources.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. ELLSWORTH).

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I thank the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 81, which recog-
nizes the importance and sustain-
ability of the United States hardwoods
industry. I introduced this resolution
along with Congressman Geoff Davis of
Kentucky and a group of our colleagues
from across the country. This bipar-
tisan support demonstrates the na-
tional importance of our domestic
hardwood lumber industry, and I am
pleased this Congress is recognizing the
contributions the hardwood industry
makes to both our economy and our
environment.

Hardwood forest owners are stewards
of a valuable national resource, and
their efforts to conserve hardwood for-
ests have been a remarkable success.
Over the last 50 years, hardwood lum-
ber stocks have more than doubled and
hardwoods continue to grow almost
twice as fast as they are harvested. The
U.S. Forest Service analysis supports
the evidence of this strong conserva-
tion record: the Forest Service’s forest
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inventory and analysis program has
documented hardwood trees to be an
‘““‘abundant, sustainable, and legal re-
source.”

Our hardwood forests are managed by
thousands of small landowners and
families who take care of this resource.
Constituents of mine in southwest In-
diana play a role in maintaining our
hardwood stocks, and the same is true
both throughout Indiana and across
this country. Americans should be
proud of this strong environmental
record, and as Members of Congress, we
ought to keep this fact in mind as we
look for opportunities to support best
practices in stewardship and environ-
mental management.

For example, environmentally pref-
erable construction programs are in-
creasingly important to the building
and trade industry; and should Con-
gress direct support for these pro-
grams, we should remember domestic
hardwoods and their potential to con-
tribute to an environmentally friendly
future. I was proud the House passed an
amendment I offered to H.R. 2187 ear-
lier this year to preserve sustainable
hardwood lumber as a green construc-
tion resource for local school districts.

I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port of this resolution and of the do-
mestic hardwood lumber industry.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H. Res. 81,
a resolution that recognizes the impor-
tance and sustainability of the United
States hardwood industry and urges
that the United States hardwoods and
the products derived from U.S. hard-
woods be given full consideration in
any program that’s directed at con-
structing environmentally preferable
commercial, public, or private build-
ings.

As the title of the resolution indi-
cates, we feel it’s important that Con-
gress recognizes the importance and
sustainability of U.S. hardwoods and
the industry as a whole. This is espe-
cially imperative as Congress considers
changes to existing or new programs
and standards that include green build-
ing requirements or guidelines. Green
buildings are designed to cut down on
energy costs and encourage the use of
sustainable or renewable resources to
protect our environment. What better
renewable resource than American-
grown hardwood? Hardwoods meet both
of these criteria and must be included
in any congressional initiative that en-
courages or requires the construction
of environmentally friendly buildings.

In addition to playing a key role in
green building, the hardwood industry
is one that has created thousands of
jobs in nearly every State and in hun-
dreds of congressional districts. In
Kentucky we have over 1,200 hardwood
businesses alone, as well as over 100 in
Kentucky’s Fourth District. Two that I
would point out would be GreenTree
Forest Products in Fleming County,
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Kentucky, which employs hundreds of
local people in the Buffalo Trace coun-
ties of central Kentucky and also har-
vests plants, sustains and renews its
fiber hardwood products in that area;
and Northland Corporation, a finishing
operation that produces very high-
quality hardwoods from the State and
the region that are exported to the en-
tire world as part of the global econ-
omy.

At a time when unemployment has
increased to a staggering 11 percent in
Kentucky and 9.6 percent nationwide,
it’s crucial that we support the many
small hardwood industry businesses
that keep our communities going, cre-
ate local jobs, and keep people em-
ployed.

I would like to thank the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. ELLSWORTH) for
working with me on this bipartisan
resolution. I would also like to thank
our 51 cosponsors for helping us to get
this resolution to the floor, including
my fellow Kentuckians, Congressmen
Rogers, Whitfield, Chandler, and Guth-
rie.

H. Res. 81 is an important statement
acknowledging the environmental at-
tributes of hardwoods, as well as the
importance of this industry for jobs in
our communities. I urge support for
the resolution.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I now
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. CHILDERS).

Mr. CHILDERS. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, today I am also proud
to be a cosponsor of House Resolution
81 and see this important measure
brought to the floor for a vote.

I represent Mississippi’s First Con-
gressional District, a district strong in
forestry and timberland. This industry
is dominated by small-based, family-
owned businesses which will benefit
from the passage of this resolution.
These small landowner businesses often
have fewer than 50 acres, much of
which may at one time have been crop
or cattle farm. Many landowners have
rededicated these lands solely to the
production of timber. These timber
stands are valuable long-term invest-
ments which expand to job opportuni-
ties in a myriad of related businesses:
sawmills, logging, trucking, insurance,
and many others.

Hardwood lumber growers and manu-
facturers in Mississippi’s First District
are valuable members of the commu-
nities in which they live and, like
many others in Mississippi, have chil-
dren and grandchildren who hope to
stay in these businesses and continue
to enjoy all that life offers closer to
home. Hardwood timber stands are a
critical part of savings and investment
for many of my First District families.
Without strong markets for lumber,
those investments would plummet.

House Resolution 81 will help ensure
stronger markets without government
intrusion. Instead, we are offering a
strong statement from the House that
this private enterprise industry is one
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which should continue to reap the re-
wards of decades of good business deci-
sions and stewardship of the land.

The benefits of Mississippi hardwoods
are much the same as the benefits en-
joyed in nearly every State of the
union, from the sheer beauty these for-
ests offer to the hundreds of good jobs
tied to them. I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting ‘‘yes’ on this impor-
tant measure.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. PERRIELLO).

Mr. PERRIELLO. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of rec-
ognizing the importance of sustaining
the United States hardwoods industry.

As an Eagle Scout growing up in the
shadow of the Blue Ridge Mountains, I
developed a deep respect for our coun-
try’s great natural resources. Today we
will recognize that our hardwood in-
dustry also plays a crucial role in sus-
taining not just the local economies of
our Nation but many of the counties in
central and Southside, Virginia. Across
the Commonwealth of Virginia, over
180,000 jobs are provided in the forest
products industry, a number that must
be maintained during these tough eco-
nomic times.

The impact of hardwood as an indus-
try in Southside, Virginia, includes
businesses like Columbia Forest Prod-
ucts, which produces a formaldehyde-
free hardwood plywood, and also
Swedwood, the first Ikea manufac-
turing plant in the United States. I am
committed to continuing my work to
put Southside, Virginia, at the fore-
front of advanced wood products manu-
facturing. This includes the Danville
Community College’s Center for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing in Wood Prod-
ucts Technology and ensuring that for-
estry is given its due consideration in
carbon offsets and efforts for this coun-
try’s energy independence. Products
from our forestry industry provide in-
novative ways to continue on the path
to energy independence while main-
taining American jobs.

I thank Mr. ELLSWORTH and other
colleagues and other allies for their
support of the hardwood industry.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the resolution, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
HOLDEN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 81.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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PISGAH NATIONAL FOREST
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT ACT
OF 2009

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1002) to adjust the boundaries of
Pisgah National Forest in McDowell
County, North Carolina.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1002

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pisgah Na-
tional Forest Boundary Adjustment Act of
2009°.

SEC. 2. BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT, PISGAH NA-
TIONAL FOREST, NORTH CAROLINA.

(a) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The bound-
aries of Pisgah National Forest in McDowell
County, North Carolina, are hereby modified
to include a parcel of land consisting of ap-
proximately 301 acres, of which approxi-
mately 213 acres are owned by the United
States and administered by the Forest Serv-
ice, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘‘Proposed Proclamation Boundary
Change, Grandfather Ranger District, Pisgah
National Forest” and more particularly de-
lineated and described according to the final
boundary adjustment map and boundary de-
scription prepared by the Forest Service.

(b) AVAILABILITY AND CORRECTION.—The
maps referred to in subsection (a) shall be on
file and available for public inspection in the
Office of the Regional Forester, Atlanta,
Georgia. The Secretary of Agriculture may
make minor corrections to the maps.

(¢) LAND ACQUISITION.—Subject to the ap-
propriation of funds to carry out this sub-
section and the consent of the owner of the
private land included within the boundaries
of Pisgah National Forest by subsection (a),
the Secretary of Agriculture may acquire
the private land.

(d) MANAGEMENT OF ACQUIRED LAND.—ANy
federally owned lands that have been or
hereafter may be acquired for National For-
est System purposes within the boundaries
of Pisgah National Forest, as modified by
subsection (a), shall be managed as lands ac-
quired under the Act of March 1, 1911 (com-
monly known as the Weeks Act), and in ac-
cordance with the other laws and regulations
pertaining to the National Forest System.
Nothing in this subsection shall limit the au-
thority of the Secretary of Agriculture to
adjust the boundaries of Pisgah National
Forest pursuant to sections 10 and 11 of such
Act (16 U.S.C. 519, 521).

(e) RELATION TO LAND AND WATER CON-
SERVATION FUND AcT.—For purposes of sec-
tion 7 of the Land and Water Conservation
Fund Act of 1965 (16 U.S.C. 4601-9), the bound-
aries of Pisgah National Forest, as modified
by subsection (a), shall be considered to be
boundaries of Pisgah National Forest as of
January 1, 1965.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. HOLDEN) and the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on this
bill.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1002 was intro-
duced by Congressman HEATH SHULER
of North Carolina. This bill would au-
thorize the Forest Service to purchase
privately held land and modify the
boundaries of the Pisgah National For-
est in McDowell County, North Caro-
lina. This will improve access to Ca-
tawba Falls, a prime recreational and
tourist site in the region. The Forest
Service has already purchased adjacent
land for preservation, and this pur-
chase would allow for parking and
trailhead expansion in the falls area. A
fiscal year 2010 appropriations request
was made for the funds needed to pur-
chase this land, and the money was in-
cluded in the Interior appropriations
bill that passed the House on July 7.

H.R. 1002 has the bipartisan support
of the entire North Carolina congres-
sional delegation, as well as the sup-
port of the U.S. Forest Service, and I
support its passage today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I might consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 1002. This bill
expands the boundary of the National
Forest in North Carolina. The ex-
panded boundary will make it possible
for the Forest Service to purchase a
privately owned parcel of land for the
purpose of creating a parking area and
trail access. As my colleague has
noted, the Forest Service supports this
bill and funding is included in the fis-
cal year 2010 Interior appropriations
bill to purchase the land. The bill
passed out of committee unanimously.
I urge my colleagues to support the
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
author of the legislation from North
Carolina, Mr. SHULER.

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Pennsylvania for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 1002, the Pisgah Na-
tional Forest Boundary Adjustment
Act of 2009. I would like to thank the
chairman and the ranking member for
their hard work and their support.

This bill would simply extend the
current boundary of the Forest Service
to include 213 acres of land that is al-
ready owned and maintained by the
U.S. Forest Service, as well as 88 acres
currently owned by a regional non-
profit land trust.
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This bill has bipartisan support from
the entire North Carolina delegation,
for which I am very grateful.

This bill will help the Federal Gov-
ernment meet several objectives. First,
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it will clarify the boundary that identi-
fies parcels of land that are already
owned by the Forest Service. Secondly,
it will help to guarantee the conserva-
tion of pristine acreage that promotes
water quality as well as tourism in the
region of western North Carolina.
Third, it will help thousands of visitors
each year access Catawba Falls, a
uniquely beautiful cascade that is al-
ready on Forest Service property.

H.R. 1002 explicitly protects the
rights of private property owners. This
bill will preserve the natural treasures
and make sure that the public has ade-
quate access to publicly owned land. In
addition to being cosponsored by the
entire North Carolina delegation, this
bill has received unanimous and bipar-
tisan support in the House Committee
on Agriculture.

I am grateful to all of my colleagues
for their support, as well as to the staff
of the Committee on Agriculture for all
of their hard work.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for
yielding me this time, and I offer my
support to my colleague from North
Carolina for the bill he has put for-
ward.

I rise today to speak on issues of for-
estry, and specifically to House Resolu-
tion 81 which recognizes the impor-
tance and sustainability of the U.S.
hardwoods industry.

My rural district in Pennsylvania is
comprised of sprawling forest lands and
the Allegheny National Forest. For
generations, the economic engine of
this region has been o0il and gas produc-
tion and the harvesting of some of the
finest hardwoods in the country.

American hardwoods are valued here
and around the world for their natural
beauty, long life, sustainability, and
many applications from furniture to
flooring to musical instruments.

There are more than 100 privately
owned businesses in my district. Most
are family owned, whose well-being and
the well-being of their employees are
dependent upon the American hard-
woods. More than a billion dollars in
hardwoods and hardwood products are
exported from the United States each
year. Even with this growing market
demand, the supply of hardwood re-
sources has continued to grow as for-
ests, both public and private, are man-
aged for growth and harvest.

In addition to the enormous eco-
nomic benefits which the timber indus-
try has on our rural economy, timber
harvesting in Pennsylvania is an essen-
tial part of forest health and manage-
ment efforts. For example, when decay-
ing timber or wood waste is removed
from the forest floor, it creates a much
fuller and more vibrant forest in the
long run. Forest management helps to
create a stronger carbon sink than an
unmanaged forest.

In addition, the U.S. Forest Service
spends $2 billion per year, half their
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