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raise awareness and leverage resources to
engage millions of children in organized sports
that promote health, nutrition, and fitness, as
well as other youth development outcomes.”

Mr. SABLAN. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 6.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL SAFETY
MONTH

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 459) expressing support
for designation of ‘‘National Safety
Month”.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 459

Whereas, after years of decline, the rate of
unintentional injuries and deaths in the
United States has reversed and has reached
unacceptably high levels in recent years;

Whereas deaths from motor vehicle colli-
sions, poisonings from unintentional
overdoses, and falls remain as the three lead-
ing causes of preventable death in the United
States;

Whereas the cost of unintentional injuries
to people in the United States exceeds
$684,400,000,000 each year and causes great
suffering among individuals and their fami-
lies;

Whereas the cost of unintentional injuries
to workers and their employers is
$175,300,000,000 each year, including the value
of 114,000,000 days of lost productivity;

Whereas preventing unintentional injury
and death requires the cooperation of all lev-
els of government, the Nation’s employers,
and the general public;

Whereas the National Safety Council,
founded in 1913, was congressionally char-
tered in 1953 to lead this Nation in injury
prevention through safety and health edu-
cation, training, and advocacy in the United
States;

Whereas the National Safety Council edu-
cates the workforce about policies, practices,
and procedures leading to increased safety,
protection, and health in business and indus-
try, as well as in schools and colleges, on
roads and highways, and in homes and com-
munities;

Whereas since the summer season is a time
of increased rates of preventable injuries and
death, it is an appropriate time to focus the
attention of our workforce and community
leaders on injury risks and preventions by
celebrating June 2009 as ‘‘National Safety
Month’’; and

Whereas the National Safety Council in
2009 as part of its public education about
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safety and health will provide this Nation a
monthlong campaign in June: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘National
Safety Month’’;

(2) recognizes the contributions of the Na-
tional Safety Council and its ongoing com-
mitment to raising awareness about the need
for the implementation of safe practices in
our schools and jobs; and

(3) encourages citizens to observe the ‘‘Na-
tional Safety Month’ with appropriate cere-
monies and educate themselves about the
importance of implementing safe practices
in our schools and on our jobs to prevent un-
intentional injury and death.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN)
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. THOMPSON) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I request
5 legislative days during which Mem-
bers may revise and extend and insert
extraneous material on House Resolu-
tion 459 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in support of House Resolution
459 which recognizes the month of June
as National Safety Month and com-
mends the National Safety Council for
its ongoing commitment to educating
the public on the prevention of acci-
dental injury and death.

The National Safety Council was es-
tablished in 1912 by a small group of
midwestern industrial leaders con-
cerned about safety in the workplace.
Since then, the council has broadened
its scope to include the home, trans-
portation and the community. Its
membership has grown to over 18,000
companies with more than 33,000 loca-
tions. All together, the council rep-
resents 8.3 million employees across
the Nation.

In 1953, a congressional charter was
granted to the National Safety Council
to lead the country in injury preven-
tion through safety education and
training. The council has had a great
impact at the local level by providing a
variety of community-based programs
and services, including workshops,
training and conferences, as well as by
providing a local voice for safety and
health education. Through the efforts
of the National Safety Council, more
than 8.5 million rescuers have been
trained and more than 60 million peo-
ple have taken one of the NSC defen-
sive driving courses.

The training and information offered
by the National Safety Council has
helped raise attention to the cost of ac-
cidental injuries to this Nation. Each
year, accidental injuries cost Ameri-

September 14, 2009

cans more than $684 billion. Addition-
ally, unintentional injuries cost work-
ers and their employers $175 billion
each year.

We know that the work of the Na-
tional Safety Council complements the
essential injury prevention and emer-
gency response training efforts by the
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, the Mine Safety and
Health Administration and the many
excellent State worker safety and
health agencies. While National Safety
Month is over, the health and safety of
our workers and families should be a
top priority year round.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express
my support for National Safety Month,
and I want to thank Congressman
ROSKAM for bringing this bill forward. I
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 459, expressing support for the
designation of National Safety Month.
I want to thank my colleague, Mr.
ROSKAM of Illinois, for introducing this
resolution. This resolution recognizes
the work of the National Safety Coun-
cil to educate our citizens about acci-
dent and injury prevention.

The National Safety Council works
tirelessly through its nationwide net-
works to prevent accidents in the
workplace, in our homes and on our
roads. Founded in 1913 and congression-
ally chartered in 1953, the National
Safety Council conducts workshops and
training opportunities to help prevent
both injuries and illness. These include
a diverse range of issues from pre-
venting the spread of HIN1 to making
drivers more aware of the dangers of
distracted driving.

This week, the council is encouraging
parents to ensure proper child safety
seat installation. According to the
NSC’s statistics, motor vehicle crashes
are the leading cause of death for chil-
dren 2 to 12. And as adults are buckling
in children, the council reminds them
to use their seat belts as well.

Many injuries are preventible and
constant vigilance in our daily activity
will go a long way to reduce the risk.
I rise today to commend the National
Safety Council for its dedication to the
important task of raising awareness of
accident and injury prevention, and I
urge the passage of H. Res. 459, com-
mending the council’s service to the
Nation. I ask my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Having no additional speakers, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, once
again, I express my support for Na-
tional Safety Month, and I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Res. 459, which
expresses support for the designation of June
as National Safety Month. Promoting safety
awareness will help to reduce thousands of
preventable injury and deaths in the United
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States in the workplace, on roads and high-
ways, and in our homes and neighborhoods.

Each week of National Safety Month fo-
cuses on a different aspect of safety: traffic,
workplace, home, and community. This year’s
National Safety Month themes are teen driv-
ing, fall prevention, overexertion, and dis-
tracted driving. The statistics on the types of
safety that comprise this year's National Safe-
ty Month are jarring.

According to the National Safety Council,
NSC, traffic crashes are the number one
cause of teen fatalities, accounting for 38 per-
cent of all teen deaths. In 2007, 20,600 people
died from falls in U.S. homes and commu-
nities. Moreover, the U.S. Department of
Labor documented that 8 percent of all occu-
pational fatalities from trauma were caused by
falling. Overexertion, particularly in the form of
back injuries, affects over 1 million workers.
Lastly, 80 percent of automobile crashes are
the result of distracted driving. Given these
drastic statistics, | believe that National Safety
Month is an important effort to improve the
well being of our country.

Injuries and loss of life due to preventable
accidents are tragedies that traumatize work-
places, families, and communities. In addition
to the suffering of the victims and their fami-
lies, accidents in the home and on the road
created over $600 billion in costs to Ameri-
cans. Accidents in the workplace created over
$175 billion in costs for workers and employ-
ers. | believe that National Safety Month will
help to improve our national economy as we
climb out of the economic downturn.

In my home State, the Texas Chapter of the
National Safety Council is working hard to
educate and influence the public in order to
prevent accidental injury and death. The
Texas Chapter contributes to Texas’ public
safety through events such as National Seat
Check Saturday, National Child Passenger
Safety Week, National Preparedness Month,
and the Texas Safety Conference & Expo. |
am proud of the work that the Texas Chapter
of the NSC does to train safety professionals,
reach out to the public for safety education,
and raise awareness of safety.

By raising awareness and educating the
public on safety, National Safety Month honors
the work of safety experts and professionals.
Safety experts research, analyze, and publish
information on improving safety in many as-
pects of our daily lives. Safety professionals
provide training in schools and colleges, work-
places, and communities, as well as to drivers
across the country. The work of these men
and women save countless lives each year,
and through this resolution, we honor their
contribution to society.

In addition to supporting National Safety
Month, we must also recognize the achieve-
ments of the National Safety Council, NSC.
The NSC was established in lllinois in 1913 to
promote industrial safety. Since then, their
mandate has expanded to include traffic safe-
ty, home safety, community safety, and work-
place safety at large. In 1953, the NSC re-
ceived a Congressional Charter. Today, over
51,000 labor organizations, businesses,
schools, public agencies, private organiza-
tions, and individuals comprise the NSC. The
NSC and its 40 member local chapters coordi-
nate safety events, educate the public, ana-
lyze safety research, and raise awareness
about safety issues. The NSC inaugurated the
first National Safety Month in June 1996. In
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addition to National Safety Month, the NSC
holds an annual Congress & Expo to ex-
change information among safety experts,
safety professionals, and the safety industry.
Their work is an invaluable contribution to the
well-being of our country.

Mr. SABLAN. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 459.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF SENIOR CAREGIVING

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 59)
supporting the goals and ideals of sen-
ior caregiving and affordability, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 59

Whereas 8,000 people in the United States
turn 60 years old every day;

Whereas an estimated 35,900,000 people, 12.4
percent of the population, are 65 years of age
and older;

Whereas the United States population age
65 and older is expected to more than double
in the next 50 years to 86,700,000 in 2050;

Whereas the 85 and older population is pro-
jected to reach 9,600,000 in 2030 and double
again to 20,900,000 in 2050;

Whereas it is estimated that 4,500,000 peo-
ple in the United States have Alzheimer’s
disease today;

Whereas it is estimated that number will
increase to between 11,300,000 and 16,000,000
by 2050;

Whereas 70 percent of people with Alz-
heimer’s disease and other dementias live at
home, and these individuals are examples of
individuals who need assistance in their
homes with their “‘activities of daily living”’;

Whereas currently over 25 percent of all
seniors need some level of assistance with
their ‘“‘activities of daily living”’;

Whereas in order to address the surging
population of seniors who have significant
needs for in-home care, the field of senior
caregiving will continue to grow;

Whereas there are an estimated 44,000,000
adults in the United States providing care to
adult relatives or friends and an estimated
725,000 nonfamily private paid senior care-
givers;

Whereas both unpaid family caregivers and
paid caregivers work together to serve the
daily living needs of seniors who live in their
own homes;

Whereas the Department of Labor esti-
mated that paid caregivers for the year 2006

H9453

worked a total of 835,000,000 hours, and the
projected hours of paid senior caregivers are
estimated to increase to 4,350,000,000 hours
by 2025; and

Whereas the longer a senior is able to pro-
vide for his or her own care, the less burden
is placed on public payment systems in State
and Federal governments: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes caregiving as a profession;

(2) supports the private home care industry
and the efforts of family caregivers nation-
wide by encouraging individuals to provide
care to family, friends, and neighbors;

(3) encourages accessible and affordable
care for seniors;

(4) reviews Federal policies and supports
current Federal programs which address the
needs of seniors and their family caregivers;
and

(5) encourages the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to continue working to edu-
cate people in the United States on the im-
pact of aging and the importance of knowing
the options available to seniors when they
need care to meet their personal needs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN)
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. THOMPSON) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I request
5 legislative days during which Mem-
bers may revise and extend and insert
extraneous material on House Concur-
rent Resolution 59 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Concurrent Resolution 59,
which is a bill that supports the ideals
of senior caregiving and addresses the
important issue of affordability.

Research professionals tell us that
our seniors are living longer than any
previous generation. The number of
people over the age of 656 will double in
the next 50 years, and the demand for
senior care will rise to unprecedented
levels. Currently, 25 percent of all sen-
iors need some level of assistance with
their daily living activities. Families,
neighbors, and private care serve this
role for many seniors. As demand in-
creases, so does the need for affordable
and quality care.

There are between 30 and 38 million
adult caregivers age 18 and older. They
are our friends, family members, part-
ners, and neighbors. On average, they
work 21 hours per week. Not only do
these unpaid caregivers provide long-
term services to persons of all ages, but
they contribute to the economy. In
2006, the AARP estimated that
caregiving services have an annual eco-
nomic value of $350 billion.
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