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attended the University of Southern California, 
School of Law and was the only Mexican- 
American graduate at that time. He was the 
founder of the Mexican American Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund (MALDEF), a 
founding board member of the Mexican Amer-
ican Bar Association of El Paso, and a federal 
immigration judge. 

Judge Armendariz dedicated his life to the 
El Paso community and to our nation and it is 
fitting that we honor him in this manner. 

I ask your support for this bill which will 
name the new El Paso Federal Courthouse 
after the late Judge Albert Armendariz, Sr. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 2053. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ALTO LEE ADAMS, SR., UNITED 
STATES COURTHOUSE 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3193) to designate the United 
States courthouse under construction 
at 101 South United States Route 1 in 
Fort Pierce, Florida, as the ‘‘Alto Lee 
Adams, Sr., United States Court-
house’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3193 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse under con-
struction at 101 South United States Route 1 
in Fort Pierce, Florida, shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘Alto Lee Adams, Sr., 
United States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘Alto Lee Adams, 
Sr., United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
MARIO DIAZ-BALART) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 3193. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 3193 and am pleased today to 
speak in support of a bill that names 
the courthouse located in Fort Pierce, 
Florida, as the Alto Lee Adams, Sr. 
United States Courthouse. 

Judge Alto Lee Adams was born in 
1899 in Florida and served as a member 
of the U.S. Navy in World War I. Judge 
Adams later graduated from the Uni-
versity of Florida Law School in 1921 
and began practice in Fort Pierce in 
1924. After practicing law in Fort 
Pierce County for 14 years, Judge 
Adams was appointed to the Florida 
State Circuit Court in 1938. After serv-
ing as a circuit court judge, Judge 
Adams served two stints as a member 
of the Florida Supreme Court. He was 
an active member of his community, 
serving as president of the Florida 
State Elks Association and vice-chair 
of the State Welfare Board. 

Because of Judge Adams’ exemplary 
career in public service as both a mem-
ber of the military and as a Florida Su-
preme Court justice, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 3193, which 
names the Federal courthouse under 
construction at 101 South United 
States Route 1 in Fort Pierce, Florida, 
as the Alto Lee Adams, Sr. United 
States Courthouse. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I would like to first 
thank Representative ROONEY for his 
leadership and work on this bill and 
would like to also yield the distin-
guished gentleman from Florida 3 min-
utes. 

Mr. ROONEY. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Today is a great day for the residents 
of Fort Pierce, Florida, and the Treas-
ure Coast. 

Over two decades ago, the late Con-
gressman Tom Lewis and his district 
director, Ann Decker, started the long 
process of bringing a Federal court-
house to St. Lucie County. I was great-
ly honored that one of my first official 
events as Congressman was to partici-
pate in the historic groundbreaking of 
this new building. Shortly thereafter, I 
introduced legislation to honor the dis-
tinguished life and career of the late 
Florida supreme court chief justice, 
Alto Lee Adams, by naming this new 
building in his memory. 

This courthouse will fill a vital role 
for the city of Fort Pierce, bringing 
much-needed jobs and investment to 
the community with a greatly needed 
new Federal courthouse to the area. It 
is only fitting that this courthouse be 
named in honor of a man who himself 
gave so much to his community. 

Chief Justice Alto Lee Adams, Sr., 
attended the University of Florida Col-
lege of Law and graduated in 1921. He 
practiced law in Fort Pierce from 1924 
to 1938 until he was appointed as a cir-
cuit court judge for St. Lucie County. 

After Florida voters adopted an 
amendment which created a seventh 
justice in the State supreme court in 
1940, Alto Lee Adams, Sr. was ap-
pointed to the court by then-Governor 
Fred P. Cone. He served as a justice on 
the Florida supreme court from 1940 to 
1951 and 1967 to 1968, and as chief jus-
tice from 1949 to 1951. 

Chief Justice Adams believed it was 
important to give back to his commu-
nity and even served as president of the 
Florida State Elks Association in 1937. 
His service to the St. Lucie community 
served as an example to his children 
and those who knew him. In addition 
to his distinguished career, Judge 
Adams started a successful cattle 
ranch named Adams Ranch in St. Lucie 
County which is still run by the Adams 
family. 

Judge Adams set a standard of integ-
rity and community service that lives 
on today, and I believe it’s only fitting 
that a new courthouse be named in his 
honor. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
OBERSTAR, Ranking Member MICA, Mr. 
DIAZ-BALART, and their staff, for help-
ing support the moving of this legisla-
tion. I am proud to sponsor H.R. 3193 
and ask my colleagues for their sup-
port. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3193, a bill to designate the 
United States courthouse under construction 
at 101 South United States Route 1 in Fort 
Pierce, Florida, as the ‘‘Alto Lee Adams, Sr., 
United States Courthouse’’. 

Alto Lee Adams, Sr. was born and raised in 
Walton County, Florida, and graduated from 
the University of Florida Law School in 1921. 
After practicing law in Fort Pierce County for 
14 years, Judge Adams was appointed to the 
Florida state circuit court in 1938. 

In 1940, Florida citizens voted for the cre-
ation of a seventh seat on the State Supreme 
Court. Then-Governor Cone appointed Judge 
Adams to the State’s highest court. He served 
on the Florida Supreme Court until 1951, the 
last two years as the Chief Justice. During this 
time, Justice Adams authored one of his most 
highly-regarded decisions in Taylor v. State, 
which illustrated Justice Adam’s dedication to 
civil rights. He wrote that ‘‘[a]s to the relative 
rights and duties, the law makes no [racial] 
distinction.’’ Justice Adams also continually 
advocated for individual property rights over 
the Federal Government’s power of eminent 
domain. In 1967, then-Governor Kirk re-ap-
pointed Justice Adams to the State Supreme 
Court, where he remained on the court until 
his mandatory retirement in 1968. 

Throughout his legal career, Justice Adams 
co-authored a book and wrote several articles 
regarding legal history and philosophy. His 13 
years of service on the Florida State Supreme 
Court are marked by his fairness on the 
bench. 

He was also an active member of his com-
munity serving as President of the Florida 
State Elks Association and as Vice Chair of 
the State Welfare Board. 

Because of Judge Adams’ exemplary career 
in public service, it is fitting to designate the 
United States Courthouse under construction 
at 101 South United States Route 1 in Fort 
Pierce, Florida, as the ‘‘Alto Lee Adams, Sr., 
United States Courthouse’’. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 03:41 Sep 10, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A09SE7.037 H09SEPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
D

V
H

8Z
91

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9371 September 9, 2009 
I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-

porting H.R. 3193. 
Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-

ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 3193. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1230 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution (H. Res. 623) request-
ing that the President focus appro-
priate attention on neighborhood crime 
prevention and community policing, 
and coordinate certain Federal efforts 
to participate in National Night Out, 
which occurs the first Tuesday of Au-
gust each year, including by supporting 
local efforts and community watch 
groups and by supporting local offi-
cials, to promote community safety 
and help provide homeland security. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 623 

Whereas neighborhood crime is of con-
tinuing concern to the American people; 

Whereas child safety is a growing concern 
for parents and communities, as evidenced 
by several cases of missing and abducted 
children; 

Whereas homeland security remains an im-
portant priority for communities and the 
Nation; 

Whereas crime, drugs, and violence in 
schools is of continuing concern to the 
American people due to the recent high-pro-
file incidents that have resulted in fatalities 
at several schools in the United States; 

Whereas the fight against neighborhood 
crime requires people to work together in co-
operation with law enforcement personnel; 

Whereas neighborhood crime watch organi-
zations effectively promote awareness about, 
and the participation of volunteers in, crime 
prevention activities at the local level; 

Whereas neighborhood crime watch groups 
can contribute to the Nation’s war on drugs 
by helping to prevent communities from be-
coming markets for drug dealers; 

Whereas neighborhood crime watch pro-
grams play an integral role in combating do-
mestic terrorism by increasing vigilance and 
awareness and encouraging citizen participa-
tion in community safety and homeland se-
curity; 

Whereas community-based programs in-
volving law enforcement, school administra-
tors, teachers, parents, and local commu-
nities work effectively to reduce school vio-
lence and crime and promote the safety of 
children; 

Whereas citizens throughout the United 
States will take part in National Night Out, 

a unique crime prevention event that will 
demonstrate the importance and effective-
ness of community participation in crime 
prevention efforts; 

Whereas over 37,000,000 people in more than 
15,000 communities from all 50 States, terri-
tories, District of Columbia, and military 
bases worldwide participated in National 
Night Out in 2007; 

Whereas National Night Out will celebrate 
its 26th anniversary on Tuesday, August 4, 
2009, when citizens, businesses, local law en-
forcement officers, mayors, State and Fed-
eral officials, and others will celebrate 
‘‘America’s Night Out Against Crime’’ and 
participate in events to support community 
crime prevention; 

Whereas National Night Out is supporting 
the Department of Homeland Security’s 
Ready campaign by handing out materials 
and educating and empowering the public on 
how to prepare for, and respond to, potential 
terrorist attacks or other emergencies; 

Whereas National Night Out is supporting 
the National Child Identification Program, a 
joint partnership between the American 
Football Coaches Association and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, to provide iden-
tification kits to parents to help locate miss-
ing children; 

Whereas the National Sheriffs Association, 
the United States Conference of Mayors, and 
the National League of Cities have officially 
expressed support for National Night Out; 
and 

Whereas citizens and communities that 
participate on August 4, 2009, will send a 
positive message to other communities and 
the Nation, showing their commitment to re-
duce crime and promote homeland security: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Night Out; and 

(2) requests that the President— 
(A) issue a proclamation calling on the 

people of the United States to conduct ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams to demonstrate support for National 
Night Out; 

(B) focus appropriate attention on neigh-
borhood crime prevention, community polic-
ing, and reduction of school crime by deliv-
ering speeches, convening meetings, and di-
recting the Administration to make crime 
reduction an important priority; and 

(C) coordinate the efforts of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, the USA 
Freedom Corps, the Citizen Corps, the Na-
tional Senior Service Corps, and AmeriCorps 
to participate in National Night Out by sup-
porting local efforts and neighborhood 
watches and by supporting local officials, in-
cluding law enforcement personnel, to pro-
vide homeland security and combat ter-
rorism in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAS-
TOR of Arizona). Pursuant to the rule, 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution supports 
this year’s National Night Out events 
coordinated by the National Associa-
tion of Town Watch and encourages the 
President to focus attention on neigh-
borhood crime prevention, community 
policing and Federal efforts to partici-
pate in various local events. The 26th 
Annual National Night Out, America’s 
night out against crime, was held on 
Tuesday, August 4, 2009. 

The National Night Out is designed 
to promote crime and drug prevention 
efforts, create support for local anti- 
crime programs and strengthen neigh-
borhood camaraderie and police-com-
munity partnerships. Last year’s Na-
tional Night Out campaign involved 
citizens, law enforcement agencies, 
civic groups, businesses, neighborhood 
organizations and local officials from 
over 15,000 communities from all 50 
States, as well as U.S. territories, Ca-
nadian cities and military bases world-
wide. 

In 2008, over 37 million people partici-
pated in National Night Out events. 
National Night Out has the support of 
many agencies and organizations, in-
cluding the National Sheriffs Associa-
tion, the United States Conference of 
Mayors, and the National League of 
Cities. 

On August 4, people from commu-
nities around the country sat on their 
porches with their lights on to show 
their support for neighborhood crime 
prevention and drug abuse prevention 
efforts. Local sponsors also organized 
events such as block parties, cookouts, 
parades and visits with local law en-
forcement agencies, as well as rallies 
and marches. National Night Out 
events have become a very popular way 
to build police-community relations 
and to encourage people to volunteer in 
their communities. 

For those reasons, Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the reso-
lution introduced by the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK). 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) for sponsorship 
of this legislation. 

On August 4, 2009, communities, busi-
nesses, local law enforcement officials 
and other individuals from all 50 States 
got together for what we call National 
Night Out. National Night Out, an an-
nual event created to bring attention 
to the importance of community in-
volvement in preventing crime and 
community awareness efforts through-
out the country. It has successfully 
reached millions of people and thou-
sands of communities in every State in 
our Nation. 

Not only has the event grown in par-
ticipation and size, but in production 
as well. The traditional ‘‘lights on,’’ in 
which neighborhood families coordi-
nate in turning on their porch lights, 
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