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In the early 1990s, Congressman Lipinski
was instrumental in securing the Passenger
Facility Charge (PFC), which enabled airports
to finance infrastructure improvements. He
also served in leadership roles in the past two
surface transportation authorization bills, pro-
viding funding for highway, highway safety,
and public transit programs.

It is most fitting that we honor his civic ca-
reer, his leadership role on the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and his con-
tributions to the transportation industry with
this designation.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 2498.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

O 1215

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAs-
TOR of Arizona). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2498.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

TRANSFER OF CERTAIN FEDERAL
PROPERTY TO GALVESTON HIS-
TORICAL FOUNDATION

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2121) to provide for the transfer of
certain Federal property to the Gal-
veston Historical Foundation, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2121

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY IN
GALVESTON, TEXAS, TO GALVESTON
HISTORICAL FOUNDATION.

(a) CONVEYANCE.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator of General Services shall offer to convey,
by quitclaim deed, to the Galveston Historical
Foundation all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the parcel of real prop-
erty located at 502 20th Street in Galveston,
Texas, including the improvements thereon.

(b) CONSIDERATION.—AS consideration for
conveyance of the parcel under subsection (a),
the Administrator shall require the Galveston
Historical Foundation to pay to the Adminis-
trator the fair market value of the parcel, as de-
termined based on an appraisal that is accept-
able to the Administrator.

(c) CoSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—The Galveston
Historical Foundation shall be responsible for
the costs of an appraisal conducted under sub-
section (b) and for all other costs related to the
conveyance.

(d) PROCEEDS.—

(1) DEPOSIT.—Any proceeds received under
subsection (b) shall be paid into the Federal
Buildings Fund established under section 592 of
title 40, United States Code.
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(2) EXPENDITURE.—Amounts paid into the
Federal Buildings Fund under paragraph (1)
shall be available to the Administrator, in
amounts specified in appropriations Acts, for ex-
penditure for any lawful purpose consistent
with existing authorities granted to the Admin-
istrator, except that the Administrator shall pro-
vide to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate 30 days advance written
notice of any expenditure of the proceeds.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The
Administrator may require that any conveyance
under subsection (a) be subject to such addi-
tional terms and conditions as the Administrator
considers appropriate to protect the interests of
the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2121.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2121, as amended, authorizes the
Administrator of General Services to
convey a parcel of real property lo-
cated at 502 20th Street in Galveston,
Texas, to the Galveston Historical
Foundation subject to certain require-
ments, but not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of the bill.

The bill was introduced by Congress-
man PAUL. The building is the U.S.
Custom House and is currently occu-
pied by the historical foundation,
which has a long-term lease on the fa-
cility. In 1998, the historical foundation
signed a cooperative agreement with
the General Services Administration to
permit the foundation to lease and re-
habilitate the building. Despite a dedi-
cated and unanimous commitment to
preservation, the building is not well
suited for Federal tenants and the
needs that we have for modern office
space.

This bill allows the Galveston Histor-
ical Society to purchase the building
outright at fair market value as deter-
mined by the administrator. The pro-
ceeds will be deposited into the Federal
building fund. The General Services
Administration supports the bill, and I
strongly urge its passage as Chair of
the Subcommittee.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I also support this
resolution by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. PAUL). The chairwoman has
done a great job explaining what it
does, and I would urge my colleagues
to do the same.
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2121,
as amended, authorizes the Administrator of
the General Services Administration (GSA) to
transfer to the Galveston Historical Foundation
the Federal property located at 502 20th St.
Galveston, Texas.

The parcel of real property is the 1861 U.S.
Custom House, one of the oldest buildings in
Galveston, Texas, and was added to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places in 1970. The
Galveston Historical Foundation was incor-
porated in 1954, and has since cultivated its
work to cover community redevelopment, pub-
lic education, historic preservation advocacy,
maritime preservation, and stewardship of his-
toric properties on Galveston Island. To date,
the Galveston Historical Foundation has more
than 2,000 members and has twice been
awarded the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation’s Honor Award.

In 1998, GSA and the Galveston Historical
Foundation entered into a long-term lease
agreement with respect to the 1861 U.S. Cus-
tom House. In exchange for the Galveston
Historical Society rehabilitating the historical
building, it was granted a long-term lease.
This bill allows the Galveston Historical Soci-
ety to purchase the building outright.

H.R. 2121 would convey the property at fair
market value to the Galveston Historical Foun-
dation. The proceeds will be deposited into the
Federal Building Fund.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 2121.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2121, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A bill to authorize the Administrator
of General Services to convey a parcel
of real property in Galveston, Texas, to
the Galveston Historical Foundation.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ALBERT ARMENDARIZ, SR.,
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2053) to designate the United
States courthouse located at 525
Magoffin Avenue in El Paso, Texas, as
the ‘‘Albert Armendariz, Sr., United
States Courthouse™.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2053

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at
525 Magoffin Avenue in El Paso, Texas, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Albert
Armendariz, Sr., United States Courthouse”.
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SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘‘Albert Armendariz,
Sr., United States Courthouse”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MARIO DI1AZ-BALART) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2053.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2053 honors an outstanding
American jurist. Judge Albert
Armendariz, Sr. had a long and distin-
guished career of public service and
was a true patriot of the United States
of America.

Judge Armendariz was a native
Texan. After he served his country in
World War II, he left the U.S. Army
and used the GI bill to continue his
education. He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso, then the
University of Southern California Law
School where he was the only Mexican
American in attendance. After grad-
uating from USC law school in 1950,
Judge Armendariz returned to El Paso,
Texas.

Early in his career, Judge
Armendariz  tackled discrimination
head on while serving on the El Paso
Civil Service Commission and pushing
the agency to end discrimination
against Latino applicants for civil
service positions. Judge Armendariz
also served as an immigration judge
within the U.S. Department of Justice.
He was the first Latino judge to serve
as a justice on the Eighth Judicial Dis-
trict Court of Appeals for the State of
Texas.

In addition to his service in the gov-
ernment, Judge Armendariz also found
time to serve in leadership positions in
several influential civic organizations
and helped form the influential Mexi-
can American Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund in 1968.

Judge Armendariz had a never-ending
passion for service to his community
and practiced law until his death at the
age of 88 on October 4, 2004. Given his
extraordinary service, it is fitting and
proper to honor Judge Armendariz by
designating the United States Court-
house located at 5256 Magoffin Avenue
in El Paso, Texas, in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, again, the gentlelady
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has explained this resolution. I obvi-
ously have no objection to the passage
of this bill. And I also want to thank
the gentlelady for highlighting not
only his distinguished career as a
judge, but also the fact that he was
part of what is known as the greatest
generation.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 2053, a bill to name the
new El Paso Federal courthouse after the late
Judge Albert Armendariz, Sr.

Judge Armendariz helped change the land-
scape for Latinos in Texas and nationwide. He
dedicated his life to representing immigrants
and is best remembered for his work on the
landmark case, Hernandez v. the State of
Texas, which established Latinos as a distinct
class entitled to protection under the 14th
amendment.

Over his lifetime, Judge Armendariz had a
wide and varied career. Not only was he a dis-
tinguished judge and civil rights leader, but he
was a WWII veteran, the founder of the Mexi-
can American Legal Defense and Educational
Fund (MALDEF), national president of the
League of United Latin American Citizens
(LULAC), a Federal immigration judge and
founding board member of the Mexican Amer-
ican Bar Association of El Paso.

In addition, in the late 1950s and early
1960s, Judge Armendariz served on the El
Paso Civil Service Commission and is credited
with helping to open the city’s police and fire
departments to Mexican-Americans.

Judge Armendariz gave so much to the El
Paso community and to our Nation. | urge all
of my colleagues to support this resolution to
honor this great American.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2053, which designates the U.S.
courthouse located at 525 Magoffin Avenue in
El Paso, Texas, in honor of Albert Armendariz,
Sr.

Judge Armendariz was one of the most sig-
nificant figures in Latino history, especially in
the southwest region of the United States. He
was the president of the League of United
Latin American Citizens (LULAC), and the
founder of the Mexican American Legal De-
fense Education Fund. He was a life-long
champion of civil rights, a fighter against rac-
ism, and a defender of the underserved.

Judge Armendariz was a World War |l vet-
eran, and obtained his law degree from the
University of Southern California Law School.
Upon graduation, he returned to El Paso,
where he set up his law office. He quickly be-
came a community leader and activist.

His judicial legacy includes his work on Her-
nandez v. The State of Texas, which estab-
lished Latinos as a protected class entitled to
protection under the 14th amendment of the
U.S. Constitution. Judge Armendariz also
served as an immigration judge within the U.S.
Department of Justice. In addition, he was the
first Latino judge to serve as a Justice on the
Eighth Judicial District Court of Appeals for the
State of Texas. Judge Armendariz had a
never ending passion for service to his com-
munity and practiced law until his death at age
88 on October 4, 2007.

Given his extraordinary service, it is fitting
and proper to honor Judge Armendariz by
designating the United States courthouse lo-
cated at 525 Magoffin Avenue in El Paso,
Texas, as the “Albert Armendariz, Sr., United
States Courthouse”.
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| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 2053.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
pride that | rise in strong support of H.R. 2053,
a bill that seeks to name the new El Paso
Federal courthouse after the late Judge Albert
Armendariz, Senior.

Judge Armendariz dedicated his life to ad-
vocating on behalf underserved communities
and it is through his leadership and tireless ef-
forts that we witnessed an improved land-
scape for Latinos in Texas and nationwide. He
was a trailblazer who began his distinguished
legal career by opening his law office in down-
town El Paso with a $50 loan from his father.
Judge Armendariz maximized that small in-
vestment by quickly becoming a national lead-
er who served on countless committees and
boards that addressed the issues he would
advance in his legal practice. Judge
Armendariz would go on to practice law in
Texas for over 50 years and would argue be-
fore the United States Supreme Court. He is
best remembered for his work on the land-
mark case, Hernandez v. The State of Texas,
which established Latinos as a distinct class
entitled to protection under the 14th Amend-
ment.

Judge Armendariz graduated from El Paso
High School in 1934. After graduation, he be-
came a sergeant in the military and was re-
sponsible for overseeing the motor pool at Ft.
Bliss in El Paso. He was later assigned to
oversee the lItalian prisoners of war at Ft.
Bliss. When the war ended, he used the Gl
Bill to attend the University of Texas at El
Paso for his undergraduate studies and then
the University of Southern California Law
School, where he was the only Mexican-Amer-
ican student at that time.

Judge Armendariz was a proud American
who possessed a deep commitment to ensur-
ing equal opportunity for all. In the late 1950’s
and early 1960’s, Judge Armendariz served on
the EI Paso Civil Service Commission and is
credited with helping to open the city’s police
and fire departments to Mexican-Americans. In
1976, Judge Armendariz was appointed an
administrative judge for the Immigration and
Naturalization Service and served in that ca-
pacity until 1985. He was later appointed to
the 8th Court of Appeals of Texas. He was a
founder of the Mexican American Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund (MALDEF); na-
tional president of the League of United Latin
American Citizens (LULAC); and founding
board member of the Mexican American Bar
Association of El Paso.

Judge Armendariz was a great American
who gave so much to the El Paso community
and to our nation. | urge all Members to join
me in voting in favor of H.R. 2053.

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | want to take this
opportunity to support my colleague from
Texas, Congressman SILVESTRE REYES, and
his bill, H.R. 2053.

Albert Armendariz, Sr. was a great citizen
and legal mind. His tireless work for the Latino
community and under-represented citizens is
his legacy that will be long remembered. His
work on the landmark case, Hernandez v. The
State of Texas, is part of this legacy and our
judicial history. This case established protec-
tions under the 14th Amendment for Latinos
and was a step forward in the American Civil
Rights Movement.

Judge Armendariz served his community of
El Paso, Texas, and his nation in WWII. He
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attended the University of Southern California,
School of Law and was the only Mexican-
American graduate at that time. He was the
founder of the Mexican American Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund (MALDEF), a
founding board member of the Mexican Amer-
ican Bar Association of El Paso, and a federal
immigration judge.

Judge Armendariz dedicated his life to the
El Paso community and to our nation and it is
fitting that we honor him in this manner.

| ask your support for this bill which will
name the new El Paso Federal Courthouse
after the late Judge Albert Armendariz, Sr.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2053.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ALTO LEE ADAMS, SR., UNITED
STATES COURTHOUSE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3193) to designate the United
States courthouse under construction
at 101 South United States Route 1 in
Fort Pierce, Florida, as the ‘‘Alto Lee
Adams, Sr., United States Court-
house”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3193

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse under con-
struction at 101 South United States Route 1
in Fort Pierce, Florida, shall be known and
designated as the ‘‘Alto Lee Adams, Sr.,
United States Courthouse’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘‘Alto Lee Adams,
Sr., United States Courthouse”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 3193.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?
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There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 3193 and am pleased today to
speak in support of a bill that names
the courthouse located in Fort Pierce,
Florida, as the Alto Lee Adams, Sr.
United States Courthouse.

Judge Alto Lee Adams was born in
1899 in Florida and served as a member
of the U.S. Navy in World War 1. Judge
Adams later graduated from the Uni-
versity of Florida Law School in 1921
and began practice in Fort Pierce in
1924. After practicing law in Fort
Pierce County for 14 years, Judge
Adams was appointed to the Florida
State Circuit Court in 1938. After serv-
ing as a circuit court judge, Judge
Adams served two stints as a member
of the Florida Supreme Court. He was
an active member of his community,
serving as president of the Florida
State Elks Association and vice-chair
of the State Welfare Board.

Because of Judge Adams’ exemplary
career in public service as both a mem-
ber of the military and as a Florida Su-
preme Court justice, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 3193, which
names the Federal courthouse under
construction at 101 South United
States Route 1 in Fort Pierce, Florida,
as the Alto Lee Adams, Sr. United
States Courthouse.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I would like to first
thank Representative ROONEY for his
leadership and work on this bill and
would like to also yield the distin-
guished gentleman from Florida 3 min-
utes.

Mr. ROONEY. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Today is a great day for the residents
of Fort Pierce, Florida, and the Treas-
ure Coast.

Over two decades ago, the late Con-
gressman Tom Lewis and his district
director, Ann DecKker, started the long
process of bringing a Federal court-
house to St. Lucie County. I was great-
ly honored that one of my first official
events as Congressman was to partici-
pate in the historic groundbreaking of
this new building. Shortly thereafter, I
introduced legislation to honor the dis-
tinguished life and career of the late
Florida supreme court chief justice,
Alto Lee Adams, by naming this new
building in his memory.

This courthouse will fill a vital role
for the city of Fort Pierce, bringing
much-needed jobs and investment to
the community with a greatly needed
new Federal courthouse to the area. It
is only fitting that this courthouse be
named in honor of a man who himself
gave so much to his community.

Chief Justice Alto Lee Adams, Sr.,
attended the University of Florida Col-
lege of Law and graduated in 1921. He
practiced law in Fort Pierce from 1924
to 1938 until he was appointed as a cir-
cuit court judge for St. Lucie County.
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After Florida voters adopted an
amendment which created a seventh
justice in the State supreme court in
1940, Alto Lee Adams, Sr. was ap-
pointed to the court by then-Governor
Fred P. Cone. He served as a justice on
the Florida supreme court from 1940 to
1951 and 1967 to 1968, and as chief jus-
tice from 1949 to 1951.

Chief Justice Adams believed it was
important to give back to his commu-
nity and even served as president of the
Florida State Elks Association in 1937.
His service to the St. Lucie community
served as an example to his children
and those who knew him. In addition
to his distinguished career, Judge
Adams started a successful cattle
ranch named Adams Ranch in St. Liucie
County which is still run by the Adams
family.

Judge Adams set a standard of integ-
rity and community service that lives
on today, and I believe it’s only fitting
that a new courthouse be named in his
honor.

I would like to thank Chairman
OBERSTAR, Ranking Member MICA, Mr.
DIAZ-BALART, and their staff, for help-
ing support the moving of this legisla-
tion. I am proud to sponsor H.R. 3193
and ask my colleagues for their sup-

port.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3193, a bill to designate the
United States courthouse under construction
at 101 South United States Route 1 in Fort
Pierce, Florida, as the “Alto Lee Adams, Sr.,
United States Courthouse”.

Alto Lee Adams, Sr. was born and raised in
Walton County, Florida, and graduated from
the University of Florida Law School in 1921.
After practicing law in Fort Pierce County for
14 years, Judge Adams was appointed to the
Florida state circuit court in 1938.

In 1940, Florida citizens voted for the cre-
ation of a seventh seat on the State Supreme
Court. Then-Governor Cone appointed Judge
Adams to the State’s highest court. He served
on the Florida Supreme Court until 1951, the
last two years as the Chief Justice. During this
time, Justice Adams authored one of his most
highly-regarded decisions in Taylor v. State,
which illustrated Justice Adam’s dedication to
civil rights. He wrote that “[a]s to the relative
rights and duties, the law makes no [racial]
distinction.” Justice Adams also continually
advocated for individual property rights over
the Federal Government's power of eminent
domain. In 1967, then-Governor Kirk re-ap-
pointed Justice Adams to the State Supreme
Court, where he remained on the court until
his mandatory retirement in 1968.

Throughout his legal career, Justice Adams
co-authored a book and wrote several articles
regarding legal history and philosophy. His 13
years of service on the Florida State Supreme
Court are marked by his fairness on the
bench.

He was also an active member of his com-
munity serving as President of the Florida
State Elks Association and as Vice Chair of
the State Welfare Board.

Because of Judge Adams’ exemplary career
in public service, it is fitting to designate the
United States Courthouse under construction
at 101 South United States Route 1 in Fort
Pierce, Florida, as the “Alto Lee Adams, Sr.,
United States Courthouse”.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-14T11:51:01-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




