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small business and middle class tax re-
lief. Done correctly, investment in in-
frastructure and increased domestic
energy production are smart govern-
ment solutions. Mr. Speaker, there are
435 able-minded Members of the body.
And while we all come from different
corners of the country with different
opinions and unique backgrounds, this
is the people’s House, where debate
should be encouraged and thoughtful
deliberation the standard. Unfortu-
nately, Mr. Speaker, from what I have
witnessed thus far, the people’s rep-
resentatives are not being heard.
——

HONORING NANCY BRINKER

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today as we begin National Cancer
Prevention Month to honor an extraor-
dinary member of our south Florida
community, Mrs. Nancy Brinker.
Nancy is the founder of the Susan G.
Komen Foundation, the largest charity
in the world. Named after Nancy’s only
sister who succumbed to breast cancer
in 1980, the foundation has raised tens
of millions of dollars for research and
currently includes 100,000 volunteers
worldwide.

As many of you know, the signature
event of the Susan G. Komen Founda-
tion is its annual Race for the Cure.
This past weekend, I was honored to
participate with many others for the
Race for the Cure held in West Palm
Beach, where I walked in honor of my
sister who was recently diagnosed with
breast cancer. At this event, I was de-
lighted to meet Nancy in person and
thank her for her tireless efforts in
fighting this terrible disease.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recog-
nize Nancy Brinker and all of the par-
ticipants in the 2009 West Palm Beach
Race for the Cure for their commit-
ment to defeating breast cancer.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
PITTSBURGH STEELERS

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, to para-
phrase an old NFL films episode, there
are 31 teams in the National Football
League, and then there are the Pitts-
burgh Steelers. By winning their NFL
record sixth Super Bowl this past Sun-
day, the Steelers have now truly gone
where no team has gone before.

I want to congratulate the Rooney
family, especially team owner Dan and
president Art Rooney, the architects of
yet another championship team. Head
coach Mike Tomlin now goes down in
history as the youngest coach to ever
win a Super Bowl. And while every
player played a role, special congratu-
lations go out to quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger, who engineered one of
the greatest clutch drives ever, line-
backer James Harrison, who scored on
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the longest play in Super Bowl history,
and game MVP Santonio Holmes,
whose spectacular touchdown catch
sealed the win.

Congratulations again to ‘“‘Six-
Burgh” and fans across the Steelers
Nation.

————

WE WILL STAND BY THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY IN CARACAS, VEN-
EZUELA

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, just a few
days ago, there was a despicable attack
on the largest synagogue in Caracas,
Venezuela, which was orchestrated and
very, very disgraceful. Twenty mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
Foreign Affairs Committee wrote a
strong letter to President Hugo Chavez
asking him not only to condemn this
but to take strong steps to prevent it.
The fact of the matter is it is Hugo
Chavez’s actions which led to this. He
created the atmosphere which led to
this, a climate of fear and intimidation
against the Jewish community in Ven-
ezuela. This has to stop.

When you single out the Jewish com-
munity and ask them to condemn
Israel and tell them that they must do
it, this creates this kind of at atmos-
phere. This is government sponsored,
as far as I'm concerned. We will con-
tinue to monitor it.

We will not leave the Jewish commu-
nity to stand by itself there. We will be
with them every step of the way. And
we will not allow Hugo Chavez to con-
tinue to intimidate those people. There
are 25,000 people, ten of them have left.
We’re going to monitor the situation
very carefully.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIA-
TIONS, 111TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
clause 2 of rule Xl, | submit for publication in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the rules of the
Committee on Appropriations for the 111th
Congress, adopted on January 21, 2009.
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, COMMITTEE

RULES, EFFECTIVE FOR ONE HUNDRED ELEV-

ENTH CONGRESS, APPROVED JANUARY 21,

2009

RESOLVED, That the rules and practices of
the Committee on Appropriations, House of
Representatives, in the One Hundred Tenth
Congress, except as otherwise provided here-
inafter, shall be and are hereby adopted as
the rules and practices of the Committee on
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Appropriations in the One Hundred Eleventh
Congress.

The foregoing resolution adopts the fol-
lowing rules:

SEC. 1: POWER TO SIT AND ACT

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of
its functions and duties under Rules X and
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the Committee and each of its sub-
committees is authorized:

(1) To sit and act at such times and places
within the United States whether the House
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned,
and to hold such hearings as it deems nec-
essary; and (2) To require, by subpoena or
otherwise, the attendance and testimony of
such witnesses and the production of such

books, reports, correspondence, memoran-
dums, papers, and documents as it deems
necessary.

(b) The Chairman, or any Member des-
ignated by the Chairman, may administer
oaths to any witness.

(c) A subpoena may be authorized and
issued by the Committee or its subcommit-
tees under subsection (a)(2) in the conduct of
any investigation or activity or series of in-
vestigations or activities, only when author-
ized by a majority of the Members of the
Committee voting, a majority being present.
The power to authorize and issue subpoenas
under subsection (a)(2) may be delegated to
the Chairman pursuant to such rules and
under such limitations as the Committee
may prescribe. Authorized subpoenas shall
be signed by the Chairman or by any Member
designated by the Committee.

(d) Compliance with any subpoena issued
by the Committee or its subcommittees may
be enforced only as authorized or directed by
the House.

SEC. 2: SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) The Majority Caucus of the Committee
shall establish the number of subcommittees
and shall determine the jurisdiction of each
subcommittee.

(b) Each subcommittee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and
report to the Committee all matters referred
to it.

(c) All legislation and other matters re-
ferred to the Committee shall be referred to
the subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction
within two weeks unless, by majority vote of
the Majority Members of the full Committee,
consideration is to be by the full Committee.

(d) The Majority Caucus of the Committee
shall determine an appropriate ratio of Ma-
jority to Minority Members for each sub-
committee. The Chairman is authorized to
negotiate that ratio with the Minority; Pro-
vided, however, That party representation in
each subcommittee, including ex-officio
members, shall be no less favorable to the
Majority than the ratio for the full Com-
mittee.

(e) The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the full Committee are each au-
thorized to sit as a member of all sub-
committees and to participate, including
voting, in all of the work of the subcommit-
tees.

SEC. 3: STAFFING

(a) Committee Staff—The Chairman is au-
thorized to appoint the staff of the Com-
mittee, and make adjustments in the job ti-
tles and compensation thereof subject to the
maximum rates and conditions established
in Clause 9(c) of Rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. In addition, he is
authorized, in his discretion, to arrange for
their specialized training. The Chairman is
also authorized to employ additional per-
sonnel as necessary.

(b) Assistants to Members:

(1) Each of the top twenty-one senior ma-
jority and minority Members of the full
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Committee may select and designate one
staff member who shall serve at the pleasure
of that Member. Effective as of such date as
the Chairman may determine, all other
Members of the Committee may also each se-
lect and designate one such staff member.

(2) Effective as of such date as the Chair-
man may determine, the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the full com-
mittee and of each subcommittee may each
select and designate one staff member, in ad-
dition to the staff member designated under
the preceding paragraph, who shall serve at
the pleasure of the Member making the des-
ignation.

(3) Staff members designated under this
subsection shall be compensated at a rate,
determined by the Member, not to exceed 75
per centum of the maximum established in
Clause 9 (¢) of Rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. Effective as of
such date as the Chairman may determine,
the limit on compensation under this sub-
section shall be increased to 80 per centum of
such maximum.

(4) Members designating staff members
under this subsection must specifically cer-
tify by letter to the Chairman that the em-
ployees are needed and will be utilized for
Committee work.

SEC. 4: COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Day—The regular
meeting day of the Committee shall be the
first Wednesday of each month while the
House is in session, unless the Committee
has met within the past 30 days or the Chair-
man considers a specific meeting unneces-
sary in the light of the requirements of the
Committee business schedule.

(b) Additional and Special Meetings:

(1) The Chairman may call and convene, as
he considers necessary, additional meetings
of the Committee for the consideration of
any bill or resolution pending before the
Committee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business. The Committee shall meet
for such purpose pursuant to that call of the
Chairman.

(2) If at least three Committee Members
desire that a special meeting of the Com-
mittee be called by the Chairman, those
Members may file in the Committee Offices
a written request to the Chairman for that
special meeting. Such request shall specify
the measure or matter to be considered.
Upon the filing of the request, the Com-
mittee Clerk shall notify the Chairman.

(3) If within three calendar days after the
filing of the request, the Chairman does not
call the requested special meeting to be held
within seven calendar days after the filing of
the request, a majority of the Committee
Members may file in the Committee Offices
their written notice that a special meeting
will be held, specifying the date and hour of
such meeting, and the measure or matter to
be considered. The Committee shall meet on
that date and hour.

(4) Immediately upon the filing of the no-
tice, the Committee Clerk shall notify all
Committee Members that such special meet-
ing will be held and inform them of its date
and hour and the measure or matter to be
considered. Only the measure or matter spec-
ified in that notice may be considered at the
special meeting.

(c) Vice Chairman To Preside in Absence of
Chairman—A member of the majority party
on the Committee or subcommittee thereof
designated by the Chairman of the full Com-
mittee shall be vice chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, as the case may be,
and shall preside at any meeting during the
temporary absence of the chairman. If the
chairman and vice chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee are not present at
any meeting of the Committee or sub-
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committee, the ranking member of the ma-
jority party who is present shall preside at
that meeting.

(d) Business Meetings:

(1) Each meeting for the transaction of
business, including the markup of legisla-
tion, of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees shall be open to the public except when
the Committee or the subcommittee con-
cerned, in open session and with a majority
present, determines by roll call vote that all
or part of the remainder of the meeting on
that day shall be closed.

(2) No person other than Committee Mem-
bers and such congressional staff and depart-
mental representatives as they may author-
ize shall be present at any business or mark-
up session which has been closed.

(e) Committee Records:

(1) The Committee shall keep a complete
record of all Committee action, including a
record of the votes on any question on which
a roll call is demanded. The result of each
roll call vote shall be available for inspec-
tion by the public during regular business
hours in the Committee Offices. The infor-
mation made available for public inspection
shall include a description of the amend-
ment, motion, or other proposition, and the
name of each Member voting for and each
Member voting against, and the names of
those Members present but not voting.

(2) All hearings, records, data, charts, and
files of the Committee shall be kept separate
and distinct from the congressional office
records of the Chairman of the Committee.
Such records shall be the property of the
House, and all Members of the House shall
have access thereto.

(3) The records of the Committee at the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available in accordance
with Rule VII of the Rules of the House, ex-
cept that the Committee authorizes use of
any record to which Clause 3 (b)(4) of Rule
VII of the Rules of the House would other-
wise apply after such record has been in ex-
istence for 20 years. The Chairman shall no-
tify the Ranking Minority Member of any
decision, pursuant to Clause 3 (b)(3) or
Clause 4 (b) of Rule VII of the Rules of the
House, to withhold a record otherwise avail-
able, and the matter shall be presented to
the Committee for a determination upon the
written request of any Member of the Com-
mittee.

(f) Availability of Record Votes on the
Committee’s Website.—In addition to any
other requirement of these rules or the Rules
of the House, the Chairman shall make the
record of the votes on any question on which
a record vote is demanded available on the
Committee’s website not later than 3 legisla-
tive days after such vote is taken. Such
record shall include a description of the
amendment, motion, order, or other propo-
sition, the name of each member voting for
and each member voting against such
amendment, motion, order, or proposition,
and the names of those members of the com-
mittee present but not voting.

SEC. 5. COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE
HEARINGS

(a) Overall Budget Hearings—Overall budg-
et hearings by the Committee, including the
hearing required by Section 242 (c) of the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 and
Clause 4 (a)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives shall be conducted
in open session except when the Committee
in open session and with a majority present,
determines by roll call vote that the testi-
mony to be taken at that hearing on that
day may be related to a matter of national
security; except that the Committee may by
the same procedure close one subsequent day
of hearing. A transcript of all such hearings
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shall be printed and a copy furnished to each
Member, Delegate, and the Resident Com-
missioner from Puerto Rico.

(b) Other Hearings:

(1) All other hearings conducted by the
Committee or its subcommittees shall be
open to the public except when the Com-
mittee or subcommittee in open session and
with a majority present determines by roll
call vote that all or part of the remainder of
that hearing on that day shall be closed to
the public because disclosure of testimony,
evidence, or other matters to be considered
would endanger the national security or
would violate any law or Rule of the House
of Representatives. Notwithstanding the re-
quirements of the preceding sentence, a ma-
jority of those present at a hearing con-
ducted by the Committee or any of its sub-
committees, there being in attendance the
number required under Section 5 (c) of these
Rules to be present for the purpose of taking
testimony, (1) may vote to close the hearing
for the sole purpose of discussing whether
testimony or evidence to be received would
endanger the national security or violate
Clause 2 (k)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives or (2) may vote to
close the hearing, as provided in Clause 2
(k)(5) of such Rule. No Member of the House
of Representatives may be excluded from
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing
of the Committee or its subcommittees un-
less the House of Representatives shall by
majority vote authorize the Committee or
any of its subcommittees, for purposes of a
particular series of hearings on a particular
article of legislation or on a particular sub-
ject of investigation, to close its hearings to
Members by the same procedures designated
in this subsection for closing hearings to the
public; Provided, however, That the Com-
mittee or its subcommittees may by the
same procedure vote to close five subsequent
days of hearings.

(2) Subcommittee chairmen shall coordi-
nate the development of schedules for meet-
ings or hearings after consultation with the
Chairman and other subcommittee chairmen
with a view toward avoiding simultaneous
scheduling of Committee and subcommittee
meetings or hearings.

(3) Each witness who is to appear before
the Committee or any of its subcommittees
as the case may be, insofar as is practicable,
shall file in advance of such appearance, a
written statement of the proposed testimony
and shall limit the oral presentation at such
appearance to a brief summary, except that
this provision shall not apply to any witness
appearing before the Committee in the over-
all budget hearings.

(4) Each witness appearing in a nongovern-
mental capacity before the Committee, or
any of its subcommittees as the case may be,
shall to the greatest extent practicable, sub-
mit a written statement including a cur-
riculum vitae and a disclosure of the amount
and source (by agency and program) of any
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or con-
tract (or subcontract thereof) received dur-
ing the current fiscal year or either of the
two previous fiscal years by the witness or
by an entity represented by the witness.

(¢) Quorum for Taking Testimony—The
number of Members of the Committee which
shall constitute a quorum for taking testi-
mony and receiving evidence in any hearing
of the Committee shall be two.

(d) Calling and Interrogation of Witnesses:

(1) The Minority Members of the Com-
mittee or its subcommittees shall be enti-
tled, upon request to the Chairman or sub-
committee chairman, by a majority of them
before completion of any hearing, to call
witnesses selected by the Minority to testify
with respect to the matter under consider-
ation during at least one day of hearings
thereon.
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(2) The Committee and its subcommittees
shall observe the five-minute rule during the
interrogation of witnesses until such time as
each Member of the Committee or sub-
committee who so desires has had an oppor-
tunity to question the witness.

(e) Broadcasting and Photographing of
Committee Meetings and Hearings—When-
ever a hearing or meeting conducted by the
full Committee or any of its subcommittees
is open to the public, those proceedings shall
be open to coverage by television, radio, and
still photography, as provided in Clause (4)(f)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Neither the full Committee
Chairman or subcommittee chairman shall
limit the number of television or still cam-
eras to fewer than two representatives from
each medium.

(f) Subcommittee Meetings—No sub-
committee shall sit while the House is read-
ing an appropriation measure for amendment
under the five-minute rule or while the Com-
mittee is in session.

(g) Public Notice of Committee Hearings—
The Chairman of the Committee shall make
public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any Committee or sub-
committee hearing at least one week before
the commencement of the hearing. If the
Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, with the concurrence of the
ranking minority member of the Committee
or respective subcommittee, determines
there is good cause to begin the hearing
sooner, or if the Committee or subcommittee
so determines by majority vote, a quorum
being present for the transaction of business,
the Chairman or subcommittee chairman
shall make the announcement at the earliest
possible date. Any announcement made
under this subsection shall be promptly pub-
lished in the Daily Digest and promptly en-
tered into the Committee scheduling service
of the House Information Systems.

SEC. 6: PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

(a) Prompt Reporting Requirement:

(1) It shall be the duty of the Chairman to
report, or cause to be reported promptly to
the House any bill or resolution approved by
the Committee and to take or cause to be
taken necessary steps to bring the matter to
a vote.

(2) In any event, a report on a bill or reso-
lution which the Committee has approved
shall be filed within seven calendar days (ex-
clusive of days in which the House is not in
session) after the day on which there has
been filed with the Committee Clerk a writ-
ten request, signed by a majority of Com-
mittee Members, for the reporting of such
bill or resolution. Upon the filing of any such
request, the Committee Clerk shall notify
the Chairman immediately of the filing of
the request. This subsection does not apply
to the reporting of a regular appropriation
bill or to the reporting of a resolution of in-
quiry addressed to the head of an executive
department.

(b) Presence, of Committee Majority—No
measure or recommendation shall be re-
ported from the Committee unless a major-
ity of the Committee was actually present.

(c) Roll Call Votes—With respect to each
roll call vote on a motion to report any
measure or matter of a public character, and
on any amendment offered to the measure of
matter, the total number of votes cast for
and against, and the names of those Mem-
bers voting for and against, shall be included
in the Committee report on the measure or
matter.

(d) Compliance With Congressional Budget
Act—A Committee report on a bill or resolu-
tion which has been approved by the Com-
mittee shall include the statement required
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by Section 308(a) of the Congressional Budg-
et Act of 1974, separately set out and clearly
identified, if the bill or resolution provides
new budget authority.

(e) Constitutional Authority Statement—
Each report of the Committee on a bill or
joint resolution of a public character shall
include a statement citing the specific pow-
ers granted to the Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the law proposed by the bill or
joint resolution.

(f) Changes in Existing Law—Each Com-
mittee report on a general appropriation bill
shall contain a concise statement describing
fully the effect of any provision of the bill
which directly or indirectly changes the ap-
plication of existing law.

(g) Rescissions and Transfers—Each bill or
resolution reported by the Committee shall
include separate headings for rescissions and
transfers of unexpended balances with all
proposed rescissions and transfers listed
therein. The report of the Committee accom-
panying such a bill or resolution shall in-
clude a separate section with respect to such
rescissions or transfers.

(h) Listing of Unauthorized Appropria-
tions—Each Committee report on a general
appropriation bill shall contain a list of all
appropriations contained in the bill for any
expenditure not currently authorized by law
for the period concerned (except for classi-
fied intelligence or national security pro-
grams, projects, or activities) along with a
statement of the last year for which such ex-
penditures were authorized, the level of ex-
penditures authorized for that year, the ac-
tual level of expenditures for that year, and
the level of appropriations in the bill for
such expenditures.

(i) Supplemental or Minority Views:

(1) If, at the time the Committee approves
any measure or matter, any Committee
Member gives notice of intention to file sup-
plemental, minority, or additional views, the
Member shall be entitled to not less than
two additional calendar days after the day of
such notice (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays) in which to file such
views in writing and signed by the Member,
with the Clerk of the Committee. All such
views so filed shall be included in and shall
be a part of the report filed by the Com-
mittee with respect to that measure or mat-
ter.

(2) The Committee report on that measure
or matter shall be printed in a single volume
which—

(i) shall include all supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views which have been sub-
mitted by the time of the filing of the report,
and

(ii) shall have on its cover a recital that
any such supplemental, minority, or addi-
tional views are included as part of the re-
port.

(3) This subsection does not preclude—

(i) the immediate filing or printing of a
Committee report unless timely request for
the opportunity to file supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views has been made as
provided by such subsection; or

(ii) the filing by the Committee of a sup-
plemental report on a measure or matter
which may be required for correction of any
technical error in a previous report made by
the Committee on that measure or matter.

(4) If, at the time a subcommittee approves
any measure or matter for recommendation
to the full Committee, any Member of that
subcommittee who gives notice of intention
to offer supplemental, minority, or addi-
tional views shall be entitled, insofar as is
practicable and in accordance with the print-
ing requirements as determined by the sub-
committee, to include such views in the
Committee Print with respect to that meas-
ure or matter.

H911

(j) Availability of Reports—A copy of each
bill, resolution, or report shall be made
available to each Member of the Committee
at least three calendar days (excluding Sat-
urdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) in ad-
vance of the date on which the Committee is
to consider each bill, resolution, or report;
Provided, That this subsection may be
waived by agreement between the Chairman
and the Ranking Minority Member of the
full Committee.

(k) Performance Goals and Objectives—
Each Committee report shall contain a
statement of general performance goals and
objectives, including outcome-related goals
and objectives, for which the measure au-
thorizes funding.

(1) Motion to go to Conference—The Chair-
man is directed to offer a motion under
clause 1 of rule XXII of the Rules of the
House whenever the Chairman considers it
appropriate.

SEC. 7: VOTING

(a) No vote by any Member of the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees with re-
spect to any measure or matter may be cast
by proxy.

(b) The vote on any question before the
Committee shall be taken by the yeas and
nays on the demand of one-fifth of the Mem-
bers present.

(c) The Chairman of the Committee or the
chairman of any of its subcommittees may—

(1) postpone further proceedings when a
record vote is ordered on the question of ap-
proving a measure or matter or on adopting
an amendment;

(2) resume proceedings on a postponed
question at any time after reasonable notice.

When proceedings resume on a postponed
question, notwithstanding any intervening
order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to fur-
ther debate or. amendment to the same ex-
tent as when the question was postponed.

SEC. 8: STUDIES AND EXAMINATIONS

The following procedure shall be applicable
with respect to the conduct of studies and
examinations of the organization and oper-
ation of Executive Agencies under authority
contained in Section 202(b) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 and in Clause
(3)(a) of Rule X of the Rules of the House of
Representatives:

(a) The Chairman is authorized to appoint
such staff and, in his discretion, arrange for
the procurement of temporary services of
consultants, as from time to time may be re-
quired.

(b) Studies and examinations will be initi-
ated upon the written request of a sub-
committee which shall be reasonably specific
and definite in character, and shall be initi-
ated only by a majority vote of the sub-
committee, with the chairman of the sub-
committee and the ranking minority mem-
ber thereof participating as part of such ma-
jority vote. When so initiated such request
shall be filed with the Clerk of the Com-
mittee for submission to the Chairman and
the Ranking Minority Member and their ap-
proval shall be required to make the same ef-
fective. Notwithstanding any action taken
on such request by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the subcommittee, a
request may be approved by a majority of
the Committee.

(c) Any request approved as provided under
subsection (b) shall be immediately turned
over to the staff appointed for action.

(d) Any information obtained by such staff
shall be reported to the chairman of the sub-
committee requesting such study and exam-
ination and to the Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member, shall be made available to
the members of the subcommittee con-
cerned, and shall not be released for publica-
tion until the subcommittee so determines.
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(e) Any hearings or investigations which
may be desired, aside from the regular hear-
ings on appropriation items, when approved
by the Committee, shall be conducted by the
subcommittee having jurisdiction over the
matter.

SEC. 9: OFFICIAL TRAVEL

(a) The chairman of a subcommittee shall
approve requests for travel by subcommittee
members and staff for official business with-
in the jurisdiction of that subcommittee.
The ranking minority member of a sub-
committee shall concur in such travel re-
quests by minority members of that sub-
committee and the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber shall concur in such travel requests for
Minority Members of the Committee. Re-
quests in writing covering the purpose,
itinerary, and dates of proposed travel shall
be submitted for final approval to the Chair-
man. Specific approval shall be required for
each and every trip.

(b) The Chairman is authorized during the
recess of the Congress to approve travel au-
thorizations for Committee Members and
staff, including travel outside the United
States.

(c) As soon as practicable, the Chairman
shall direct the head of each Government
agency concerned not to honor requests of
subcommittees, individual Members, or staff
for travel, the direct or indirect expenses of
which are to be defrayed from an executive
appropriation, except upon request from the
Chairman.

(d) In accordance with Clause 8 of Rule X
of the Rules of the House of Representatives
and Section 502 (b) of the Mutual Security
Act of 1954, as amended, local currencies
owned by the United States shall be avail-
able to Committee Members and staff en-
gaged in carrying out their official duties
outside the United States, its territories, or
possessions. No Committee Member or staff
member shall receive or expend local cur-
rencies for subsistence in any country at a
rate in excess of the maximum per diem rate
set forth in applicable Federal law.

(e) Travel Reports:

(1) Members or staff shall make a report to
the Chairman on their travel, covering the
purpose, results, itinerary, expenses, and
other pertinent comments.

(2) With respect to travel outside the
United. States or its territories or posses-
sions, the report shall include: (1) an
itemized list showing the dates each country
was visited, the amount of per diem fur-
nished, the cost of transportation furnished,
and any funds expended for any other official
purpose; and (2) a summary in these cat-
egories of the total foreign currencies and/or
appropriated funds expended. All such indi-
vidual reports on foreign travel shall be filed
with the Chairman no later than sixty days
following completion of the travel for use in
complying with reporting requirements in
applicable Federal law, and shall be open for
public inspection.

(3) Each Member or employee performing
such travel shall be solely responsible for
supporting the amounts reported by the
Member or employee.

(4) No report or statement as to any trip
shall be publicized making any recommenda-
tions in behalf of the Committee without the
authorization of a majority of the Com-
mittee.

(f) Members and staff of the Committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness pertaining to the jurisdiction of the
Committee shall be governed by applicable
laws or regulations of the House and of the
Committee on House Administration per-
taining to such travel, and as promulgated
from time to time by the Chairman.
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SAFE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
last week I re-introduced the Security
and Financial Empowerment Act, bet-
ter known as the SAFE Act, to help
stop a cycle of violence that exists in
many American families today.

Domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault and stalking are serious,
widespread social problems which im-
pact all Americans regardless of race,
ethnicity or social status. The reality
of this violence is highlighted by the
fact that 1 in 4 American women report
being physically or sexually abused at
some point in their life.

These serious crimes, primarily
against women, have both physical and
psychological consequences. Yet cred-
ible research has found that many
women stay in abusive relationships
because they cannot support them-
selves. As a result, many victims are
faced with the terrifying decision of
living with the abuse or leaving with-
out financial security.

For victims of domestic violence,
this choice is even more daunting dur-
ing tough economic times like now, for
research tells us that as the economy
worsens the incidence of violence in-
creases.

The SAFE Act will provide the safety
net many need to create a safe and sta-
ble environment for themselves and
their children by eliminating obstacles
that may prevent them from gaining
meaningful employment or seeking
help.

My bill makes it possible to take
limited leave from work for safety
planning and necessary court appear-
ances without the threat of losing a
job. The SAFE Act also provides job
protection when reasonable workplace
safety modifications are requested.

To protect victims of violence who
seek help against their abuser, the
SAFE Act prohibits employers or in-
surance providers from basing insur-
ance coverage or hiring decisions on an
individual’s history of abuse.

The SAFE Act also makes a survivor
of domestic and dating violence, sexual
assault and stalking, eligible for unem-
ployment insurance if it is necessary to
leave a job to escape the abuse.

Madam Speaker, the SAFE Act is
needed to provide these victims with
equal protection throughout our coun-
try. While several States have laws
similar to the SAFE Act, the reality is
that today a person’s financial ability
to leave an abusive environment de-
pends primarily on where they live.

I thank the many dedicated advo-
cates who daily work to empower
women against the horrific crimes of
dating and domestic violence, sexual
assault and stalking for their invalu-
able input, expertise and support of the
SAFE Act.

February 3, 2009

I encourage my colleagues to join me
and Representative TED POE in cospon-
soring and helping to pass the SAFE
Act which, for many of these victims,
can make the difference between life
and death.

———————

CONSEQUENCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to comment about a growing
concern among my constituents. They
are concerned about our unwillingness
to hold ourselves and others account-
able.

As the Senate debates the $1 trillion
stimulus package, my constituents are
begging us to consider the con-
sequences. Every American Kknows
about consequences. They pay them all
the time. But they’re beginning to
wonder if Congress knows about con-
sequences. The continued commitment
to deficit spending exacts a huge price
upon this country. Yet, it is not nearly
enough discussion about the con-
sequences.

It’s easy to ignore the consequences.
It’s easy to pretend they don’t exist.
It’s easy to get caught up in short-term
fixes that ignore long-term results. But
we weren’t elected to do the easy
thing. We were elected to make tough
choices. We cannot be all things to all
people.

It’s time to turn things around. If
we’re serious about change, we have to
get serious about accountability.

I'm concerned that Congress has been
sending the wrong message to the
American people. Consider what they
see on a daily basis. They see Wall
Street exploiting people, breaking
rules and ruining lives. For the offend-
ers, the consequences are minimal. But
there is a price. The American people
get stuck paying it.

They see financial gurus allegedly
ripping people off, and consequences
are minimal. But there’s a price and
the victims pay it.

They see tax evaders nominated to
serve the highest offices in our govern-
ment and, oops, there doesn’t seem to
be much after of a consequence. But
there’s still a price. The American gov-
ernment pays it, as we undermine our
own credibility.

Now the American people see a gov-
ernment spending trillions of dollars of
borrowed money. Congressional leader-
ship is telling them there won’t be a
consequence. But they know better,
and so do we.

We need to join the President’s calls
to raise our standards. In his inaugura-
tion speech, the President said, ‘‘“Those
of us who manage the public’s dollars
will be held accountable, to spend wise-
ly, reform bad habits and do our busi-
ness in the light of day, because only
then can we restore the vital trust be-
tween people a government.”’
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