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In that vein, | would like to extend the warm-
est congratulations to Ms. Dalia Grybauskaite,
who was elected as the new President of Lith-
uania in May of this year with over two-thirds
of the vote. The first female President of Lith-
uania, Ms. Grybauskaite was sworn in on July
11, 2009. A former European Union Budget
Commissioner, finance commissioner in Lith-
uania and a diplomat in Lithuania’s U.S. Em-
bassy, | congratulate her and wish President
Grybauskaite success in her new role.

| look forward to joining my constituents and
other Chicago-area Lithuanians in celebrating
this 1000th anniversary in September. Lietuviu
Dienos Chicago 2009, a community celebra-
tion led by Mr. Andrew Bucas—owner of
Grand Duke’s Lithuanian restaurant—and the
Chicago Consul General of the Republic of
Lithuania, will be held at Summit Park, in the
Village of Summit located in my district, on
September 20, 2009. Prominent Lithuanian-
American Joe Kulys has been instrumental in
organizing this celebration and has been a key
leader in the Lithuanian-American community.

| wish Lithuanians and Lithuanian-Ameri-
cans alike the best wishes and hearty con-
gratulations in the celebration of 1000 years of
Lithuanian history and progress.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield
back the balance of my time

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. If there are no
other speakers, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
KLEIN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 285.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

TORTURE VICTIMS RELIEF
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2009

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1511) to amend the Torture
Victims Relief Act of 1998 to authorize
appropriations to provide assistance
for domestic and foreign programs and
centers for the treatment of victims of
torture, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1511

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Torture Vic-

tims Relief Reauthorization Act of 2009°".
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SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR DOMESTIC TREATMENT CEN-
TERS FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE.

Section 5(b)(1) of the Torture Victims Re-
lief Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2152 note) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for the Department of Health and
Human Services for fiscal years 2010 and 2011,
there are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out subsection (a) $25,000,000 for each
of the fiscal years 2010 and 2011.”.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR FOREIGN TREATMENT CENTERS
FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE.

Section 4(b)(1) of the Torture Victims Re-
lief Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2152 note) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal years 2010 and 2011 pursuant
to chapter 1 of part I of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, there are authorized to be
appropriated to the President to carry out
section 130 of such Act $12,000,000 for each of
the fiscal years 2010 and 2011.”".

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR THE UNITED STATES CON-
TRIBUTION TO THE UNITED NA-
TIONS VOLUNTARY FUND FOR VIC-
TIMS OF TORTURE.

Of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal years 2010 and 2011 pursuant
to chapter 3 of part I of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, there are authorized to be
appropriated to the President for a vol-
untary contribution to the United Nations
Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture
$12,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2010
and 2011.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. KLEIN) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of this legisla-
tion and yield myself as much time as
I may consume.

I'd like to thank the distinguished
ranking Member of the Africa and
Global Health Subcommittee, my
friend CHRIS SMITH, for his long-
standing leadership in the fight against
torture; and I am proud to stand with
him unequivocally in this crucial
human rights fight. I would also like to
thank the distinguished chairman of
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, Chairman WAXMAN from Cali-
fornia, and the distinguished ranking
Member on the committee, Mr. BARTON
from Texas, for their excellent collabo-
ration in bringing this important piece
of legislation expeditiously to the
House floor.

Mr. Speaker, the underlying legisla-
tion which we are reauthorizing today,
the Torture Victims Relief Act of 1998,
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is the practical expression of our deep-
ly held values. Americans abhor and
condemn the use of torture wherever it
may occur, including at the hands of
our own citizens. This bill dem-
onstrates the commitment of the
United States to stand squarely with
the victims of this barbaric and illegal
practice, not only fighting against the
use of torture but also providing hope
and relief to those who survive it,
wherever and whoever they may be.
Mr. Speaker, according to Amnesty
International, over 117 countries
around the world still engage in tor-
ture. Amidst allegations of our own
government’s possible involvement in
torture, President Obama and the
American people have reaffirmed our
policy that the United States will not
torture. An estimated 500,000 foreign
torture survivors reside in the United
States and over 100 million may exist
worldwide. The personal ramifications
of torture are beyond the realm of our
comprehension. Torture leaves no vic-
tim unscarred. It shapes the remainder
of lives. While physical wounds may ul-
timately heal, torture survivors need
ongoing psychosocial services and ther-
apy to cope with the post-traumatic
stress that afflicts them daily. Recov-
ering from torture is a long-term proc-
ess. It can take years before torture
survivors can once again feel emotion-
ally comfortable in society. More than
200 treatment programs operate inter-
nationally to provide crucial medical,
psychological and social services to
torture survivors. The legislation be-
fore us supports international pro-
grams through grants which are ad-
ministered by the United States Agen-
cy For International Development,
USAID, through its Victims of Torture
Fund, otherwise known as VTF. H.R.
1511 authorizes $12 million for each of
fiscal years 2010 and 2011 for this im-
portant purpose. In the United States,
the Center For Victims of Torture in
Minnesota was the first multidiscipline
treatment center of its kind in the
United States and the third torture
victims treatment program in the
world. Currently there are 25 programs
for the treatment of survivors of tor-
ture operating in the United States,
most of them financially assisted
through the Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment of the Department of Health and
Human Services. H.R. 1511 makes a
critical investment in this crucial
work. In addition, this legislation au-
thorizes critical funds for the United
States’ contribution to the multilat-
eral U.N. Voluntary Fund for Victims
of Torture. Through the United Na-
tions’ mechanism, the UNVF supports
torture treatment centers all over the
world, including within the TUnited
States. Mr. Speaker, the funds author-
ized in the legislation before the House
are urgently needed. I strongly support
this legislation and urge my colleagues
to do the same.
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON ENERGY AND CoOM-
MERCE,

Washington, DC, June 19, 2009.
Hon. HOWARD L. BERMAN,
Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs,

Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BERMAN: I am writing to
confirm our understanding regarding the
“Torture Victims Relief Reauthorization Act
of 2009,”” H.R. 15611. The Committee on Energy
and Commerce has jurisdictional interest in
provisions of the bill relating to torture vic-
tim relief

In light of the interest in moving this bill
forward promptly, I do not intend to exercise
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce on H.R. 1511. I do this, how-
ever, only with the understanding that for-
going further consideration of H.R. 1511 at
this time will not be construed as
prejudicing this Committee’s jurisdictional
interests and prerogatives on the subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion. In addition, we reserve the right to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees to any House-Senate conference
involving this legislation.

I would appreciate your including this let-
ter in the Congressional Record during con-
sideration of the bill on the House floor.
Thank you for your cooperation on this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
HENRY A. WAXMAN.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

Washington, DC, June 23, 2009.
HoON. HENRY A. WAXMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,

Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter of June 19, 2009, regarding H.R. 1511,
the ‘“Torture Victims Relief Reauthorization
Act of 2009.”

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation. I recognize that
the bill contains provisions that fall within
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce. I acknowledge that the Com-
mittee will not seek a sequential referral of
the bill and agree that the inaction of your
Committee with respect to the bill does not
waive any future jurisdictional claim over
the matters contained in the bill which fall
within your Committee’s Rule X jurisdic-
tion.

Further, as to any House-Senate con-
ference on the bill, I understand that your
Committee reserves the right to seek the ap-
pointment of conferees for consideration of
portions of the bill that are within your
Committee’s jurisdiction, and I agree to sup-
port a request by your Committee with re-
spect to serving as conferees on the bill, con-
sistent with the Speaker’s practice in this
regard.

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is
introduced in the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the bill on the House
floor. I look forward to working with you on
this important legislation.

Sincerely,
HOWARD L. BERMAN,
Chairman.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself as much time
as I may consume.

I thank my friend and colleague for
his kind remarks and for his strong
support for this humanitarian legisla-
tion. It’s deeply appreciated. Mr.
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Speaker, many Americans and perhaps
a few Members of Congress may be
shocked to learned that nationwide,
there are an estimated 500,000 torture
survivors in the United States, men
and women who came, in most cases, to
the U.S. as refugees. Worldwide, it’s
impossible to count the numbers, but
the numbers are in the several mil-
lions. As chairmen of the Human
Rights Subcommittee in prior Con-
gresses, we put together a large num-
ber of hearings on the issue of torture.
Numerous torture survivors testified at
those hearings about the paralyzing
scars from the physical as well as psy-
chological wounds of torture that re-
main for years and usually for a life-
time.

I'm happy to say that Chairman
McGovern of the Tom Lantos Congres-
sional Human Rights Commission
under the able leadership of Hans
Hognefe—thank you, Hans for having
that hearing just recently, where we
heard again about the need for this
kind of approach but also the horror
that these people had faced and the on-
going scars that they endure. Their
painful memories make it all too clear
that torture impacts not only the indi-
vidual victims but, as we know now,
the families themselves, the families
who have to deal mostly with post-
traumatic stress disorder, which mani-
fests itself with such agony in the lives
of these people.

Mr. Speaker, in 1998 Congress took an
historic step towards attempting to re-
pair the broken lives of torture victims
with the passage of the Torture Vic-
tims Relief Act of 1998. I was a prime
sponsor of that legislation and subse-
quent reauthorizations. Despite all of
those efforts, however, there continues
to be an enormous need and, I would
submit, an escalating need for us to
reach out to the victims of torture who
oftentimes have no other recourse for
their suffering.

Over the years, as I said, and now to
current day with the Tom Lantos Com-
mission, we’ve had hearings with the
torture victims from the Soviet Bloc,
Africa, Asia as well as Central and
South America. One of the witnesses at
the last hearing that I chaired on this
issue was Mr. Sheikh Sackor, the
founder of Humanist Watch Liberia and
a survivor of torture in Liberia. Mr.
Sackor testified to the brutal physical
treatment, including the use of elec-
trical shocks and the psychological
abuse that he suffered at the hands of
the regime of Charles Taylor.

Mr. Sackor was finally released from
prison with the help of the United
States embassy in Liberia. He fled to
the U.S. and was admitted to the Belle-
vue Hospital Program for Survivors of
Torture where he received medical and
psychiatric care, evidentiary support
for his asylum application and eventu-
ally, assistance finding employment
with the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York.

Mr. Sackor concluded his testimony
at the hearing by stating, ‘‘Mine is a
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story like so many other individuals
around the country cared for by the
torture treatment centers funded by
the Torture Victims Relief Act. But I
know from my fellow torture victims,”’
he went on, ‘“‘now living in the United
States that the need for more services
is enormous. I urge you to do whatever
you can to increase funding for the
centers doing this important work. For
survivors of torture, this is truly a
matter of life and death.”

It is to help people like Mr. Sackor
that I and so many others, 26 cospon-
sors who bring this bill today, includ-
ing JIM OBERSTAR, who has been a lead-
er for so many years on these issues.
The organizations in Minnesota, New
Jersey, Florida, all over the country
doing heroic work in assisting refugees
and asylees within our own country,
such as the International Institute of
New Jersey, need the funding that
would be authorized under this legisla-
tion to help individuals overcome the
scars of torture so that they can fi-
nally, at long last, integrate success-
fully into our society.

The Institute of New Jersey, for ex-
ample, provides refugee resettlement
services in New Jersey that include
medical care, English language train-
ing, housing, employment, vocational
referrals, mental health counseling,
and social adjustment services. The
benefits of such programs far outweigh
any cost. It’s an investment in people
who have been harmed in most cases by
despotic regimes.

H.R. 1511 has three components. The
domestic aspect is designed to ensure
that particular attention is given to
torture victims in regions within the
U.S. that have significant immigrant
and refugee populations. The measure
authorizes $25 million for each fiscal
year 2010 and 2011 to the Department of
Health and Human Services to assist
domestic treatment centers. There are
over 20 programs in 15 States assisted
by the Department of Health and
Human Services’ Office of Refugee Re-
settlement.

In addition to direct assistance to
survivors of torture and their families,
many of these centers are also engaged
in training mainstream organizations
and personnel in the specialized treat-
ment that is required for torture vic-
tims. The Department of Health has
said over 3,200 individuals were assisted
during the 6-month period in ’06 to ’07;
and the primary countries of origin to
grant beneficiaries included Cameroon,
Ethiopia, Iran, DR Congo, Iraq, Sudan
and Togo.

It is important, Mr. Speaker, that
the United States also express concrete
concern for victims overseas. H.R. 1511,
therefore, authorizes $12 million for fis-
cal years 2010 and 2011 for foreign treat-
ment centers and programs adminis-
tered through USAID’s Victims of Tor-
ture Fund. The funding is intended to
give particular emphasis to supporting
centers and programs abroad in emerg-
ing democracies and in post-conflict
environments. I would note parentheti-
cally that as I travel on human rights
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missions abroad, Mr. Speaker, I often
visit those centers to see the good
work that’s being done to help people,
like in Bucharest, where—the legacy of
Nicolae Ceausescu, the brutal tyrant of
Romania—people are being assisted
tangibly who spent time suffering tor-
ture under the Securitate, his secret
police.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, the measure en-
courages international cooperation and
awareness of this issue by authorizing
$12 million to the U.N. Voluntary Fund
For Torture Victims. The type of hu-
manitarian assistance provided by or-
ganizations that receive grants from
the fund, including organizations in
the U.S., consists mainly of, again,
psychological, medical, social and legal
assistance. I hope my colleagues can
support this legislation.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, we have no further requests
for time, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
KLEIN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1511.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION OF
CANADIAN FRIENDSHIP AND CO-
OPERATION

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 519) expressing
appreciation to the people and Govern-
ment of Canada for their long history
of friendship and cooperation with the
people and Government of the United
States and congratulating Canada as it
celebrates ‘‘Canada Day”’.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 519

Whereas the United States has a long-cher-
ished economic, social, and political partner-
ship with Canada;

Whereas the United States and Canada
share not only a 5,500-mile border, but also
common ideals and cultural affinities;

Whereas in this era of heightened security,
the United States and Canada have renewed
cooperative efforts to safeguard the move-
ment of people and goods, improve informa-
tion-sharing, and strengthen border infra-
structure and technology; and

Whereas July 1st of each year is officially
celebrated in Canada as ‘‘Canada Day’ in
recognition of the anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the union of the British North
American provinces in a federation called
Canada: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its appreciation to the people
and Government of Canada for their long his-
tory of friendship and cooperation with the
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people and Government of the United States;
and

(2) congratulates Canada as it celebrates
its annual ‘‘Canada Day’’.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. KLEIN) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in strong support of this legisla-
tion, and I yield myself as much time
as I may consume.

Let me begin by thanking the gen-
tleman from Michigan, BART STUPAK,
for introducing this important resolu-
tion and for his steadfast leadership in
support of a strong U.S.-Canada rela-
tionship.

H. Res. 519 congratulates the Cana-
dian people and their government on
Canada Day, the anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the union of the British
North American provinces in a federa-
tion called Canada. It also expresses
the appreciation of both the people and
the Government of the United States
for the longstanding cooperation and
shared history with their Canadian
counterparts. This provides an impor-
tant opportunity for all Americans to
recognize the common ideals and be-
liefs that unite our two nations eco-
nomically, socially and politically.

Canada’s sacrifices in Afghanistan
are only the latest examples of the
strong bond between our two nations.
Since their initial deployment in 2002,
Canadian troops have worked tirelessly
to maintain security and to rebuild in
Afghanistan, particularly in Kandahar
province.

Canada has also been a leader in the
global effort to promote a solution to
worldwide carbon reduction, an issue
which affects us all and which draws us
even closer together as nations that
share a common border. Canada’s plan
to reduce carbon emissions and their
work through the United Nations’
Framework Convention On Climate
Change has been a significant step in
the right direction.

The recent negotiations that took
place between Canada and the United
States concerning the water quality in
the Great Lakes region further solidi-
fies the bond between us as we must
work collectively to improve the condi-
tion of that shared natural resource.

My district in south Florida benefits
from a strong U.S.-Canadian relation-
ship. Canada is Florida’s top trading
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partner, and it is Florida’s number one
source of inbound tourism. According
to a recent Canadian Government
study, the Canada-Florida relationship
is responsible for 432,000 direct and in-
direct jobs in Florida, representing 5.4
percent of all of Florida’s employment.

This resolution advances the contin-
ued partnership that the United States
hopes to maintain with the Canadian
people and with their government. I
would like to extend my personal con-
gratulations and gratitude to the Cana-
dian people, and I would urge all of my
colleagues to do the same by sup-
porting H. Res. 519.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of House Resolution 519. I am happy to
be one of the cosponsors, but it was in-
troduced by my good friend and col-
league, BART STUPAK, expressing appre-
ciation to Canada for its long history
of friendship with the United States
and congratulating Canada on its cele-
bration of Canada Day.

Canada Day, otherwise known as
“Canada’s birthday,” celebrates the
1867 enactment of the British North
America Act, which united Canada as a
confederation of four provinces. One of
our closest friends and allies, I would
like to thank the people of Canada and
the government for their friendship
and steadfast support of this country
over many, many years.

The relationship between the TU.S.
and Canada is among the closest and
most extensive in the world. Our two
countries maintain the world’s largest
trading relationship, exchanging the
equivalent of $1.5 billion in goods each
day. Canada is the single largest for-
eign supplier of energy to the U.S., in-
cluding oil, uranium, natural gas, and
electricity. In 2008, the U.S. imported
energy from Canada worth $111 billion,
and every day about 300,000 people
cross our shared border.

In both the First and Second World
Wars, we fought on the same side
against tyranny and fought for freedom
and peace and against threats to inter-
national security. When the U.S. was
faced with the horrors of 9/11, Canada,
who also lost lives in the attack, stood
by our side. In Afghanistan, Canada is
our key NATO ally and is the leading
contributor of combat forces to the al-
liances’ International Security Assist-
ance Force. The friendship and partner-
ship between the countries is warm and
enduring, and this resolution tries to
recognize that, so I thank Mr. STUPAK
for authoring it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. I request just
1 minute of time to close.

Mr. Speaker, again, I would like to
thank Mr. STUPAK. Also having grown
up in Cleveland, Ohio, and right over
the border from Canada, I had the op-
portunity to spend many great years
visiting.

I would also like to acknowledge the
consul general from Miami, Marcy
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