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These allegations have no grounding
in fact, and this bill is nothing more
than a shameful ploy to stir fear and
dissension in the minds of the Amer-
ican people.

——

BIPARTISAN SOLUTIONS ARE BEST

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Republicans agree we need to
reform the health care system. Yet the
Democrat leadership hide behind closed
doors. They’ve chosen to go it alone;
and as a result, they have a scheme of
proposals that adds to the deficit,
spends over $1 trillion, enacts a govern-
ment takeover of health care, and has
garnered bipartisan opposition.

Democrats should sit down at the
table with Republicans and work on a
bipartisan plan of reform. Republicans
have commonsense solutions that will
help Americans afford insurance, re-
gardless of preexisting conditions. We
want to provide small businesses the
resources and freedom to offer and
keep insurance for their employees.

House Republicans and the American
people do not believe we need to let Big
Government take over our health care,
ration out the taxpayer-subsidized
care, and raise taxes on small busi-
nesses that will, according to the Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
nesses, cost 1.6 million jobs lost, in ad-
dition to the 2.6 million jobs lost since
January.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——————

GUARANTEEING HEALTH CARE
FOR ALL AMERICANS

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
one of our core Democratic principles
in seeking health care reform is gain-
ing control over health care costs. Con-
trary to my friend, the minority lead-
er, what he said a few minutes ago, this
is not government takeover of health
care. It’s about guaranteeing health
care for all Americans and reducing the
costs of health care which are just spi-
raling out of control.

If we fail to control health care costs,
families will continue to be burdened
with higher premiums and unaffordable
out-of-pocket expenses; businesses will
be forced to drop coverage or lay off
workers; and our national and State
budgets will become unsustainable.

Without reform, the costs of health
care for the average family of four are
projected to rise $1,800 annually for
years to come.

In my home district of North Caro-
lina alone, there were 400 health care-
related bankruptcies last year, caused
primarily by health care costs not
being covered by insurance.
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The reforms would cap out-of-pocket
expenses at $10,000 per year, ensuring
that no American will have to face fi-
nancial ruin due to health care costs.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
work together to find solutions.
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HEALTH CARE BILL

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
administration is demanding that Con-
gress pass nationalized health care be-
fore we go back to our districts for the
August work period. They said it’s ur-
gent, that we have to do it or it will be
the end of health care in America for-
ever.

That’s what was said about the Wall
Street bailout. Congress had to pass
the Wall Street bailout in 24 hours or
we were all going to die. And it passed.
And it’s a miserable failure.

Next came the so-called stimulus
bill. It was over a thousand pages long,
filed in the darkness of night. Nobody
had a chance to read it. We were told
we had to vote on it immediately or
the world would end. Well, none of that
happened. The stimulus bill, too, was a
disaster for our country.

Hasn’t Congress learned its lesson
that quickly passing legislation be-
cause Presidents say so is a bad idea?

Most Americans don’t like this
health care bill. They don’t want it.
It’s going to raise taxes. So what’s the
rush? We need to get health care right
instead of just getting it done. The
very lives of the American people de-
pend on it. Besides, the administra-
tion’s current health care bill is a sick
solution for America.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

RETURN FISCAL DISCIPLINE TO
CONGRESS

(Mr. HEINRICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, I'm
proud today to be an original cosponsor
of the PAYGO legislation that we’re
going to see on the floor later today be-
cause it represents a return to the re-
sponsible budgeting principles that we
saw in the 1990s.

During that time, the Federal Gov-
ernment made difficult fiscal decisions,
but those tough choices took our coun-
try from record deficits to record sur-
pluses. Yet, the Bush administration
abandoned PAYGO in 2002, and our
country has returned to record deficits
that have since doubled our national
debt.

Mr. Speaker, we owe it to the work-
ing families that elected us to match
their tough household budgeting deci-
sions during these difficult economic
times. We must once again commit to
reduce our national deficit and to
tighten the purse strings here in Wash-
ington.
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I urge my colleagues to vote for this
legislation and to return fiscal dis-
cipline to the Congress.

———

GOVERNMENT SPENDING

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I come
before you today to highlight exactly
how out of control government spend-
ing has become. As some in Congress
charge towards a more than $1 trillion
health care bill with little regard for
our national debt, I think a reminder
of how much we have already spent is
in order.

This year’s budget increased spend-
ing to $4 trillion. That’s 48 percent of
GDP, the highest since World War II.
For FY 2009 alone, we have a $2 trillion
deficit. This summer, we’ve been busy
passing bills with double-digit in-
creases in spending. Already, there
have been mentions of tax increases to
cover our financial obligations.

Where does all of this stop? Sadly, it
would appear, not in this Congress.

We only have to look towards the
West Coast to see a cautionary tale of
a government with no fiscal discipline.
In California, they’ve laid off thou-
sands of workers, withheld tax refunds,
and started paying contractors with
IOUs. Their finances are in shambles.

We have a clear example of how reck-
less spending can paralyze a State. I
hope all Members of this body learn
from that important lesson.

——————

LET’S GET IT DONE

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, the time
for health reform is now. The American
people want it. The American economy
needs it, and we will pass a comprehen-
sive health care bill out of this Cham-
ber before we break for August recess.

We will pass a bill to reform health
care that ends the current system of
insurance company executives lining
their pockets by denying you the care
you need. We will pass a bill that keeps
your health coverage intact even if you
lose your job or face a sudden illness,
and we will pass a bill that brings
health care spending under control.

It’s easy to get caught up in the poli-
tics of Washington as we work on this
legislation, but this is about so much
more. It’s about the American people.
When we pass this legislation, when
the President signs it into law, every-
day families will finally be able to have
access to reliable, affordable, quality
health care.

Let’s get it done.

————

SOLID SOLUTIONS

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, under
the current health care proposal in the
House, the health coverage of 16 mil-
lion Americans who hold individual
market health plans is in jeopardy.

We’ve heard, “If you like it, you can
keep it,” but this bill breaks that
promise, takes away the freedom to
choose, and drives up costs.

Under this bill, private providers of
individual health plans will be prohib-
ited from enrolling even one new mem-
ber. It’s simple economics. Without
new enrollees, the existing members
will only get older, get sicker. Costs
will skyrocket and so will the pre-
miums.

Cost will prevent the providers from
providing quality coverage. Cost will
force 16 million Americans out of their
current health care coverage. This is
not choice. This is not freedom.

Last week, I offered an amendment
in the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee to stop this. The amendment
was rejected.

I urge my colleagues to reject this
bill so we can discuss solid solutions
that will protect and strengthen health
care of every American.

———
THE COST OF INACTION

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. I rise today because
we cannot forget one important factor
in the health care reform debate, that
the cost of inaction far outweighs to-
day’s price tag.

We believe that we can live with our
health care system as is; yet we forget,
until we show up in the emergency
room at 1 in the morning with our
daughter who is sick, that there is al-
ready a bureaucrat in the room: our
health insurance company.

We believe that those who are uncov-
ered are costing us nothing; yet they
are overwhelming our emergency care
facilities and costing you, the tax-
payer, overwhelming amounts in fees
that they cannot pay out of pocket.

We believe that health care reform is
synonymous with rising costs; yet we
forget that costs are already on the
rise. We’re paying more out of pocket,
whether covered by an insurance plan
or not, and getting less.

If health care costs continue to in-
crease at the rate they have, most
American households will be spending
45 percent of their income on health in-
surance by 2016. Premiums have dou-
bled in 9 years, three times faster than
wages.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the cost of inac-
tion far outweighs today’s price tag.

———
INTERNATIONAL TAX PROPOSALS

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROSKAM. Americans are seeing
jobs sift through their fingers like so
many grains of sand. We have seen 2
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million jobs lost since the stimulus
passed, millions more under the cap-
and-tax scheme that moved through
the House, and even millions more lost
if the health care plan moves forward.

But our adventures don’t stop there.
The administration has proposed $200
billion in tax increases on worldwide
American companies in the form of
changes to tax deferral rules.

A report released in June, coauthored
by a former Clinton administration of-
ficial, acknowledged that the deferral
changes would cost as many as 2.2 mil-
lion American jobs.

This isn’t about big, bad American
companies. This is about American
companies and workers having the
tools to compete overseas to pursue 95
percent of the world’s customers who
are living outside of the United States
and our borders.

Deferral is one of these tools that we
need to make sure that is in place over
the long run to make sure that Ameri-
cans can compete in worldwide mar-
kets.

———

CONGRATULATING DR. JIM NAVE

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate a dear friend and ad-
mired leader in our community of Las
Vegas, Dr. Jim Nave. Dr. Nave was re-
cently recognized for his outstanding
work as a veterinarian at the American
Veterinary Medical Association’s An-
nual Convention, where he received
their award for his distinguished con-
tributions to the advancement of vet-
erinary medical organizations.

His achievements in the veterinary
field are incomparable, both in quan-
tity and in quality. He has served as
president of the Nevada Veterinary
Medical Association and on the Nevada
Board of Veterinary Medical Exam-
iners. He was also named Nevada’s out-
standing Veterinarian of the Year in
1988.

In addition, he has been both the
chair of the AVMA executive board and
president of that organization, where
he helped establish a mentoring pro-
gram, create the National Commission
on Veterinary Economic Issues, and re-
store the rank of brigadier general to
the leader of the Army Veterinary
Corps, in which he served, earning the
Bronze Star for his brave action in
Vietnam.

Dr. Nave is an internationally re-
spected leader in the field, and I con-
gratulate him for receiving AVMA’s
most prestigious award. I also thank
him on behalf of the people of Las
Vegas and their beloved pets for all his
compassion and his dedication.

————

SPENDING SPREE IN CONGRESS
(Ms. FALLIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Ms. FALLIN. American families have

taken a hit time and time again, and
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they are hurting. The stock market
has tanked, gas prices spiked, hundreds
of thousands of jobs have been lost, and
unemployment has soared.

It is no secret that we need to reform
our Nation’s health care system and
provide relief to American families
throughout this country by helping
them with access to affordable health
care and quality coverage for healthy
living. But we can’t do this unless we
rein in the excessive costs and prevent
an explosive deficit in spending.

In just 7 months, this House passed
an energy bill that will cost American
families $846 billion in new taxes and a
$1 trillion economic stimulus bill that
is yet to create the jobs it was pre-
dicted to do. Our national debt now
stands at $11.5 trillion.

House leaders now have been on a
spending spree and are about to raise
taxes even higher for this health care
reform bill. This approach is wrong,
and the American people know it.

Mr. Speaker, with all this spending
in this bill, I cannot find a sincere at-
tempt to rein in the cost and increase
access to quality care. I only see more
regulation, less choice, and major tax
increases on families and businesses.
There are market-based solutions to
provide affordable health care and to
make it more portable and to have
quality access to quality care.

Unless we are able to reform this
health care system, it is going to be
another spending spree here in Con-
gress.

———

SOME HISTORICAL FACTS

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, people are entitled to their own
opinions but not their own set of facts.
The historical facts are that it was the
Reagan-Bush administration that bust-
ed the budget year after year estab-
lishing unprecedented deficits.

But then the Clinton administration
came in, passed the Balanced Budget
Amendment, against Republican oppo-
sition, implemented the PAYGO con-
cept, and generated $5.6 trillion of pro-
jected surpluses. In fact, Alan Green-
span was worried about too much sur-
plus.

Then, the Republican Bush adminis-
tration comes in, rejected the PAYGO
concept, passes two tax cuts, starts a
war, not one dime of which were ever
paid for, and now the Democrats will
come back and pass statutory PAYGO
because PAYGO is defining of the Dem-
ocrat Party’s commitment to fiscal re-
sponsibility and accountability.

————

DENY FUNDING TO PLANNED
PARENTHOOD

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. The time has come to
deny any and all funding to Planned
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