H776

depending on who you are and what
chairman you are the committee of,
and then, too, what party you belong
to or where you are at in the pecking
order in the majority party as to what
kind of opportunity you will have to
put your opinion or your constituent’s
thoughts into a bill.

We need to do better with that. We
need a transparency. You Kknow, sun-
shine is the best disinfectant in the
world, and we need to let light into
this body. We need to let sunshine
shine in here.

And what is so bad about making
somebody vote on something? That is
the question I always have is, well, we
are sent up here to vote. That is our
job. Why don’t we vote on the tough
issues? Nobody wants to vote on the
tough questions because they are
afraid they will not get reelected if
they have to make those decisions in
the light that shines on what they do
up here versus what they say at home.
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That is the reason our constituents
are so disgusted with this system. They
are tired of hearing people say one
thing and do something else.

I appreciate the opportunity the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER) has
given me tonight. I know that I have
gotten off the subject a little bit on
some of these things, but I do think
that people want to hear that some of
us are aware of the frustrations and the
disappointments that they have had
with their government. And I wanted
to make sure that they understand
that there is a group of us who want to
flush some of these things out and
bring it into the light and try to put
some sunshine on it so people can tell
what is really going on up here.

My good friend from Iowa who is in
the construction business has suffered
many of the things that I have suffered
through in business, and I thank him
for his dedication and service.

Mr. CARTER. It is true we got off the
subject matter, and the subject matter
here is equal treatment under the law.
But, quite frankly, I think a good title,
we may have just created a good title
for people who want to lay things out
in the sunshine for the American peo-
ple to look at, without calling names,
which is not what we have experienced
in this body in previous Congresses,
but just lay it out there. We are not
going to say culture of anything. We
are just going to say let’s let some sun-
shine on the process, and let’s let the
common sense of the American people
make that decision.

I trust the common sense of the
American people. I think that there is
no better common sense than the folks
back home. I did a telephone town hall
last night and I heard the best assess-
ment of the bill we passed today,
spending $825 billion from the folks
back home, because they looked at it
with common sense and said this is ri-
diculous.

I am proud of those people back home
that take the commonsense view. We
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are going to be, and I’'m not going to
say sunshine boys because we have
some ladies that are going to join us,
too, but maybe the sunshine group. We
will shine light on what is going on in
the Congress, and I think that is a good
thing to do. I think we ought to expose
warts and all.

But having served 20 years in the ju-
diciary and in the law for almost 40
years, I think the oath, the original
oath I took when I became a lawyer
and then the oath that I continually
took for five terms as a judge and the
oath I take in this Congress requires
me to stand up for equal protection
under the law as part of our Constitu-
tion of the United States. I think we
are all required to seek for every Amer-
ican equal protection under the law.

And that is why we have raised this
issue. It may be a small issue to some
people. It may be something that they
say I don’t care anything about that.
They will care when the IRS sends
them their penalties and interest. I can
guarantee you they will care because
they will look at that check and say
holy cow, where did that come from.
When you are talking about 10 years of
failure to pay taxes, you are talking
about what could potentially be a large
number of especially penalties.

So, you know, all we are asking is let
everybody take a look at it and see if
we can’t all agree to give equal protec-
tion under the law; and, therefore, step
up and tell the IRS if they are wanting
penalties and interest that you are
going to claim the Rangel rule and you
hopefully will get the same equal
treatment that is available in Wash-
ington, D.C.

I yield to the gentleman from Iowa.

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas for yielding, and
the phrase that I hear ring true from
you is that everyone deserves equal
protection under the law.

As reflecting upon a State of the
Union Address that was delivered to
this Congress by Thomas Jefferson in
his early years as President, he said,
“The minority possesses their equal
rights which equal law must protect
and to violate would be oppression.”
That is Thomas Jefferson in his first
inaugural March 4, 1801. I happened to
have run across it because it was in-
cluded in Speaker PELOSI’s document
titled ‘““A New Direction for America.”

I think that is quite instructive for
tonight’s discussion. The most open,
honest, ethical Congress in history,
quoting Thomas Jefferson’s inaugural
address in the case of requiring equal
protection under the law and the rights
of the minority, feeling a little tram-
pled here in the 111th Congress.

Mr. CARTER. Reclaiming my time,
we operate under a variation of Jeffer-
son’s original manual for the oper-
ations of this House. So he is the one
who wrote the original rules for the op-
eration of this House. Although there
are variations and amendments that
have been done to it, they give you a
copy of Jefferson’s Manual because it is
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the Bible, if you will, of the United
States House of Representatives.

So that is a good quote and one we
should repeat to ourselves both in the
minority and ultimately when we get
back into the majority. I think that is
where we should be, and I think that is
where all of the minority and majority
should be.

We are about to run out of time. I
want to thank my colleagues for com-
ing here. I hope you will join me as we
put sunshine on other issues that need
to have sunshine shining upon them.

We would encourage the new media
that is out there to start interacting
and discussing this because I think this
is something that the public needs to
talk about. I am not sure whether it is
going to be talked about with the big
boys, but the bloggers can talk about
this and other folks can get a common
discussion about are we putting sun-
shine on issues that are important and
is fairness under the law important to
all Americans.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. COHEN, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. OLSON) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 56 minutes,
February 3 and 4.

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 4.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, February 4.

(The following Member (at his re-
quest) to revise and extend his remarks
and include extraneous material:)

Mr. PETERSoOn, for 5 minutes, today.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Concurrent Resolution 26,
111th Congress, I move that the House
do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 36 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until Mon-
day, February 2, 2009, at 2 p.m.

———

RULES AND REPORTS SUBMITTED
PURSUANT TO THE CONGRES-
SIONAL REVIEW ACT

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(d), executive
communications [final rules] sub-
mitted to the House pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1) during the period of
May 16, 2008, through January 3, 2009,
shall be treated as though received on
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January 28, 2009. Original dates of
transmittal, numberings, and referrals
to committee of those executive com-
munications remain as indicated in the
Executive Communication section of
the relevant CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

293. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Review Group, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Farm Loan Programs (RIN: 0560-AH82) re-
ceived January 21, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

294. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Review Group, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Milk Income Loss Contract Program and
Price Support Program for Milk (RIN: 0560-
AHS83) received January 21, 2009, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

295. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Standards for Mortgagor’s Invest-
ment in Mortgaged Property: Compliance
With Court Order Vacating Final Rule
[Docket No.: FR-5087-F-05] (RIN: 2502-AI52)
received January 21, 2009, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

296. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulation, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Consolidated Re-
turns; Intercompany Obligations [TD 9442]
(RIN: 1545-BA11) received January 21, 2009,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

297. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — National Priorities List, Final
Rule [EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0685, EPA-HQ-
SFUND-2007-0686, EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0687,
EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0688, EPA-HQ-SFUND-
2007- 0689, EPA-HQ-SFUND-2006-0242, EPA-
HQ-SFUND-2007-0691, EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-
0692, EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0693, EPA-HQ-
SFUND-2007-0694, EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0695,
EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0696; FRI1.-8543-9] (RIN:
2050-AD75) received January 21, 2009, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

298. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a Memorandum of Justification
for the waiver authority provided by Pub. L.
103-236, Sec. 565(b); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

299. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s report on
competitive sourcing activities for fiscal
year 2008, pursuant to Public Law 108-199,
section 647; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

300. A letter from the Deputy Director for
Management, Executive Office of the Presi-
dent Office of Management and Budget,
transmitting the Office’s report of competi-
tive sourcing efforts for fiscal year 2008, pur-
suant to Public Law 108-199, section 647(b) of
Division F; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

301. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s report for fiscal year 2008 on
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competitive-sourcing efforts, pursuant to
Public Law 108-199, section 647(b) of Division
F; to the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform.

302. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec-
retary for International Affairs, Department
of Labor, transmitting the Department’s
first biennial report prepared in accordance
with section 403(a) of the Dominican Repub-
lic-Central America-United States Free
Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR) Implementa-
tion Act; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

303. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
notification of funding transfers made dur-
ing fiscal year 2008; jointly to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services and Appropriations.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. RANGEL: Committee on Ways and
Means. Supplemental report on H.R. 598. A
bill to provide for a portion of the economic
recovery package relating to revenue meas-
ures, unemployment, and health (Rept. 111-8,
Pt. 2).

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII the
following action was taken by the
Speaker:

[Omitted from the Record of January 27, 2009]

The Committees on Ways and Means, Edu-
cation and Labor, and Science and Tech-
nology discharged from further consider-
ation. H.R. 629 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. TOWNS (for himself, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
CARNAHAN, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. FILNER,
Mr. HARE, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. LATHAM,
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. LOEBSACK,
Mrs. MALONEY, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr.
PASTOR of Arizona, Mr. PRICE of
North Carolina, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SERRANO, Mr.
SESSIONS, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr.
STARK, Mr. STEARNS, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. YOUNG of
Alaska, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. NADLER
of New York, Ms. BERKLEY, Ms.
CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Ms. HAR-
MAN, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr.
MCINTYRE, Mr. COHEN, Mr. WALZ, and
Mrs. LOWEY):

H.R. 734. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to study and establish a
motor vehicle safety standard that provides
for a means of alerting blind and other pe-
destrians of motor vehicle operation; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CARTER:

H.R. 735. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that penalties
and interest will not be imposed on individ-
uals who are citizens of the United States; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HOEKSTRA (for himself, Mr.
ROGERS of Michigan, Mr. MCCOTTER,
Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr. PAUL, Mr. WILSON
of South Carolina, and Mr. LINDER):

H.R. 737. A bill to authorize a State to
transfer or consolidate funds made available
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to such State under certain transportation,
education, and job training programs after
the United States experiences economic
growth at an annual rate of less than 1 per-
cent for 2 calendar quarters; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Transportation
and Infrastructure, and Ways and Means, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:

H.R. 738. A Dbill to encourage States to re-
port to the Attorney General certain infor-
mation regarding the deaths of individuals in
the custody of law enforcement agencies, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (for herself
and Mr. POE of Texas):

H.R. 739. A bill to promote the economic
security and safety of victims of domestic vi-
olence, dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Ways and Means,
and Financial Services, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. FILNER:

H.R. 740. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to take reasonable steps to pre-
vent avoidable disasters related to seismic
activity in connection with the lease and de-
velopment of non-excess property of military
departments, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. FILNER:

H.R. 741. A bill to amend section 8 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 to provide
for rental assistance payments to assist cer-
tain owners of manufactured homes who rent
the lots on which their homes are located; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. JONES (for himself and Mr.
ABERCROMBIE):

H.R. 743. A bill to prohibit the President or
any other executive branch official from
knowingly and willfully misleading the Con-
gress or the people of the United States, for
the purpose of gaining support for the use of
the Armed Forces of the United States; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska:

H.R. 744. A bill to provide for the treat-
ment of service as a member of the Alaska
Territorial Guard during World War II as ac-
tive service for purposes of retired pay for
members of the Armed Forces; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Ms. ESHOO (for herself, Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE of Florida, Mrs. CAPPS,
Mr. CUMMINGS, and Mr. PLATTS):

H.R. 745. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for a Pancreatic Can-
cer Initiative, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. ADLER of New Jersey:

H.R. 746. A bill to provide for economic re-
covery payments to recipients of Social Se-
curity, railroad retirement, and veterans dis-
ability benefits; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself,
Mr. WATT, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. SARBANES,
Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey, Mr.
GRIJALVA, and Ms. MCCOLLUM):
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