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quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL CARIB-
BEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 127)
Recognizing the significance of Na-
tional Caribbean-American Heritage
Month.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. ConN. REs. 127

Whereas people of Caribbean heritage are
found in every State of the Union;

Whereas emigration from the Caribbean re-
gion to the American Colonies began as early
as 1619 with the arrival of indentured work-
ers in Jamestown, Virginia;

Whereas during the 17th, 18th, and 19th
centuries, a significant number of slaves
from the Caribbean region were brought to
the United States;

Whereas since 1820, millions of people have
emigrated from the Caribbean region to the
United States;

Whereas like the United States, the coun-
tries of the Caribbean faced obstacles of slav-
ery and colonialism and struggled for inde-
pendence;

Whereas also like the United States, the
people of the Caribbean region have diverse
racial, ethnic, cultural, and religious back-
grounds;

Whereas the independence movements
throughout the Caribbean during the 1960s
and the consequential establishment of inde-
pendent democratic countries in the Carib-
bean strengthened ties between the region
and the United States;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton, a founding
father of the United States and the first Sec-
retary of the Treasury, was born in the Car-
ibbean;

Whereas many influential Caribbean-
Americans have contributed to the rich his-
tory of the United States, including Jean
Baptiste Pointe du Sable, the pioneer settler
of Chicago; Claude McKay, a poet of the Har-
lem Renaissance; James Weldon Johnson,
the writer of the Black National Anthem;
Celia Cruz, the world-renowned queen of
Salsa music; and Shirley Chisholm, the first
African-American Congresswoman and first
African-American woman candidate for
President;

Whereas the many influential Caribbean-
Americans in the history of the United
States also include Colin Powell, the first
African-American Secretary of State; Sidney
Poitier, the first African-American actor to
receive the Academy Award for best actor in
a leading role; Harry Belafonte, a musician,
actor, and activist; Al Roker, a meteorolo-
gist and television personality; and Roberto
Clemente, the first Latino inducted into the
baseball hall of fame;

Whereas Caribbean-Americans have played
an active role in the civil rights movement
and other social and political movements in
the United States;
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Whereas Caribbean-Americans have con-
tributed greatly to the fine arts, education,
business, literature, journalism, sports, fash-
ion, politics, government, the military,
music, science, technology, and other fields
in the United States;

Whereas Caribbean-Americans share their
culture through festivals, carnivals, music,
dance, film, and literature, which enrich the
cultural landscape of the United States;

Whereas the countries of the Caribbean are
important economic partners of the United
States;

Whereas the countries of the Caribbean
represent the United States’ third border;

Whereas the people of the Caribbean region
share the hopes and aspirations of the people
of the United States for peace and prosperity
throughout the Western Hemisphere and the
rest of the world;

Whereas in June 2008, President George W.
Bush issued a proclamation declaring June
National Caribbean-American Heritage
Month after the passage of H. Con. Res. 71 in
the 109th Congress by both the Senate and
the House of Representatives; and

Whereas June is an appropriate month to
establish a Caribbean-American Heritage
Month: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Carib-
bean-American Heritage Month;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Caribbean-American Herit-
age Month with appropriate ceremonies,
celebrations, and activities; and

(3) affirms that—

(A) the contributions of Caribbean-Ameri-
cans are a significant part of the history,
progress, and heritage of the United States;
and

(B) the ethnic and racial diversity of the
United States enriches and strengthens the
Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. HARP-
ER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days in which to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. On behalf of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform, I present House Concurrent
Resolution 127 for consideration. This
resolution expresses our support for
the goals and ideals of National Carib-
bean-American Heritage Month.

Introduced by my colleague, Rep-
resentative BARBARA LEE of California,
on May 14, 2009, and reported out of the
Oversight Committee by unanimous
consent on June 18, 2009, House Concur-
rent Resolution 127 enjoys the support
of over 50 Members of Congress.

Since June of 2005, Congress has
taken time each year to recognize
Americans of Caribbean descent for
their significant contributions to
American culture and history during
National Caribbean Heritage Month.

Beginning as early as the year 1619,
generations of Caribbean immigrants
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have come to America and signifi-
cantly contributed their rich traditions
and culture, ethnic, and religious di-
versity to our social fabric.

Regrettably, we must acknowledge
that many Caribbean-Americans ar-
rived against their own volition—as
slaves and indentured servants, whose
struggles for freedom continue to re-
verberate. Many others came to this
country in search of a better life for
themselves and their children; and
today, over 5 million Americans proud-
ly share Caribbean heritage.

Caribbean-Americans have offered
lasting contributions to every sector of
our society, from public service,
science, and athletics to business, edu-
cation, and entertainment.

Prominent Caribbean-Americans in-
clude such historical and cultural fig-
ures as Alexander Hamilton—who was
born in the Caribbean region—former
Secretary of State Colin Powell; Eric
Holder, our current Attorney General;
and Shirley Chisholm, the first African
American Congresswoman and first Af-
rican American candidate for Presi-
dent.

Other influential Caribbean-Ameri-
cans include Harlem renaissance poet,
Claude McKay; actor and civil rights
activist Harry Belafonte; and Sidney
Poitier, the first African American
actor to receive an Academy Award for
best performance in a leading role.

Mr. Speaker, these and countless
other Caribbean-Americans have made
invaluable contributions to our Nation,
and it is fitting that we on honor them
today. I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting House Concurrent Reso-
lution 127.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HARPER. 1 yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of House Con-
current Resolution 127 recognizing the
significance of National Caribbean-
American Heritage Month. Every year
since 2006, our Nation has recognized
the contribution Caribbean-Americans
have made to the United States during
the month of June.

The Caribbean people have had a
place in the history of the United
States from its very beginning. The
first Caribbean people who immigrated
to the United States did so in 1619 as
indentured workers who were brought
to Jamestown, Virginia. During the
centuries that followed, many peobple
were brought to the United States from
the Caribbean as slaves and, since 1820,
millions more have emigrated, bring-
ing with them their talents and high
values, which have enriched our Nation
and assisted in its formation.

Many notable people in the history of
the United States have strong Carib-
bean ties. Those already mentioned are
certainly very important to the history
of our country. Alexander Hamilton,
not only the first Secretary of the
Treasury, but also one of the authors of
the Federalist Papers, was born in the
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Caribbean. Former Secretary of State
Colin Powell, Sidney Poitier, and musi-
cian Harry Belafonte are all Caribbean-
Americans, as you have heard.

Other Caribbean-Americans have
contributed to every aspect of our Na-
tion, from the sciences to the Armed
Forces. For all of these contributions,
we are grateful.

The United States and the nations of
the Caribbean have had many traits
that are indicative of our similarities
with one another. The histories of the
United States and the countries of the
Caribbean have faced similar trials of
slavery, colonialism, and the struggle
for independence.

The people who comprise our sepa-
rate nations are similar in that we are
all different, coming from very diverse
racial, ethnic, cultural, and religious
backgrounds. In addition to celebrating
the contribution Caribbean-Americans
have made to the United States, we
honor these historical similarities be-
tween our nations.

I ask my fellow Members of Congress
to join me in recognizing the contribu-
tions of Caribbean-Americans to the
history of the United States and the
way in which their presence enriches
and strengthens our country.

I support House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 127.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I would like to yield such time as
she may consume to the lead sponsor of
this measure, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE).

Ms. LEE of California. Let me thank
the gentleman from Massachusetts for
yielding and for your leadership and for
supporting and managing this resolu-
tion today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Con. Res. 127, a resolution which I have
authored for several years recognizing
the significance of National Caribbean-
American Heritage Month. This resolu-
tion acknowledges the important con-
tributions of Caribbean-Americans for
the many contributions they have
made to our Nation’s history and cul-
ture.

Let me begin by thanking Chairman
TowNs, Ranking Member ISSA, and the
staff of the Oversight and Government
Reform Committee on both sides for
making this a bipartisan effort and for
helping to bring this resolution to the
floor today.

I would also like to recognize many
of my colleagues on this side: Congress-
woman DONNA CHRISTENSEN, Congress-
woman YVETTE CLARKE, Congress-
woman SHEILA JACKSON-LEE, Congress-
woman WATERS, Congressman PAYNE,
Chairman CHARLIE RANGEL, Chairman
JOHN CONYERS, Congressman BURTON,
and many, many Members of Congress
for their tremendous leadership on
issues relating to the Caribbean.

Congresswoman CHRISTENSEN, whom
you will hear from in just a minute,
from the Virgin Islands, has lead
health care reform efforts to ensure
that any health care reform bill must
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address strategies that deal with the
disparities in communities of color.
And for this, Congresswoman
CHRISTENSEN, Dr. CHRISTENSEN, we are
deeply grateful.

I'd like to also acknowledge Dr.
Claire Nelson and the Institute of Car-
ibbean Studies, and all of the other
Caribbean-American organizations in
Washington, D.C., and across the coun-
try, that have worked so hard to make
Caribbean-American Heritage Month
2009 a great success.

As a longtime supporter of the Carib-
bean and a frequent visitor to the re-
gion, I am very proud to see us cele-
brate this important commemorative
month for the fourth straight year.

Since Congress first passed H. Con.
Res. 71 in February of 2006, the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation recog-
nizing Caribbean-American Heritage
Month every year during the month of
June. This year, President Obama
issued a proclamation on June 2. Mr.
Speaker, I will insert that proclama-
tion into the RECORD.

NATIONAL CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH, 2009

By the President of the United States of
America

A Proclamation: Caribbean Americans
have made lasting contributions to our Na-
tion’s culture and history, and the month of
June has been set aside to honor their cul-
tural, linguistic, ethnic, and social diversity.

Generations of immigrants have preserved
the traditions of their homelands, and these
traditions have defined our Nation’s iden-
tity. Caribbean Americans bring a unique
and vibrant culture. This multilingual and
multiethnic tradition has strengthened our
social fabric and enriched the diversity of
our Nation.

Millions of individuals in the United States
have Caribbean roots. Unfortunately some
Caribbean Americans were forced to our
country as slaves; others arrived of their
own volition. All have sought the promise of
a brighter tomorrow for themselves and
their children.

In their pursuit of success, Caribbean
Americans exhibit the traits all Americans
prize: determination, a devotion to commu-
nity, and patriotism. They have made their
mark in every facet of our society, from art
to athletics and science to service. Caribbean
Americans have also safeguarded our Nation
in the United States Armed Forces.

This month we also recognize the critical
relationship the United States maintains
with Caribbean nations. In a world of in-
creasing communication and connectivity,
this friendship has become even more impor-
tant. We are neighbors, partners, and friends;
we share the same aspirations for our chil-
dren; and we strive for the very same free-
doms. Together, we can meet the common
challenges we face.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2009 as Na-
tional Caribbean-American Heritage Month.
I urge all Americans to commemorate this
month by learning more about the history
and culture of Caribbean Americans.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this second day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

BARACK OBAMA.
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People of Caribbean heritage reside
in every part of our country. Since
1820, millions of people have immi-
grated from the Caribbean to the
United States. Throughout U.S. his-
tory, we have been fortunate to benefit
from countless individuals of Carib-
bean decent who have contributed to
American Government, politics, busi-
ness, arts, education, and culture, in-
cluding one of my personal mentors,
the Honorable Shirley Chisholm from
Brooklyn, New York.

O 1445

Shirley Chisholm was a woman of
Bajan and Guyanese descent who never
forgot her roots in the Caribbean. She
was the first African American and the
first woman to seriously run a Presi-
dential campaign in 1972. She was also
the first African American woman
elected to the House of Representa-
tives. So personally I have to honor her
today because I have to say that my
political involvement began as a volun-
teer during her historic Presidential
campaign in 1972, and through her
mentorship, she strengthened my in-
terest in issues important to the Afri-
can diaspora both here in the United
States and abroad.

During Caribbean-American Heritage
Month, we recognized the important
contributions of people like Shirley
Chisholm as well as Alexander Ham-
ilton, Hazel Scott, Sidney Poitier,
Wyclef Jean, Eric Holder, Colin Powell,
Harry Belafonte, Celia Cruz and, yes,
Congresswomen DONNA CHRISTENSEN,
SHEILA JACKSON-LEE and YVETTE
CLARKE and many other persons of Car-
ibbean descent who have helped shape
this country. Caribbean-American Her-
itage Month provides us an oppor-
tunity to strengthen our long-term
partnerships with nations of the Carib-
bean community through greater dia-
logue and engagement, and must not
stop with June. From disaster pre-
paredness to trade and energy, edu-
cation, and the campaign against HIV
and AIDS, we share a number of mu-
tual policy interests with our Carib-
bean neighbors. Last month we were
able to address some of these impor-
tant issues through the Institute of
Caribbean Studies’ Caribbean-Amer-
ican Legislative Forum, held annually
on the Hill during Caribbean-American
Heritage Month. At the forum, people
from the academic community and the
private sector, regional policymakers
and members of the Caribbean diaspora
were able to meet to better integrate
policy interests between the United
States and Caribbean countries.

Recent global events, from the sharp
rise in food and energy prices to a se-
ries of devastating storms and the
global economic downturn, have acute-
ly affected people of the Caribbean,
particularly our friends in Haiti. These
ongoing regional and global crises
highlight the need for continuing en-
gagement and involvement with inno-
vative policy solutions with our neigh-
bors. I'm very pleased to see the Obama
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administration’s recent announcement
of increased foreign assistance to Haiti
and the President’s participation in the
Summit of the Americas, held in Trini-
dad. These are all signs of this adminis-
tration’s fresh and new engagement
with the region. Caribbean-American
Heritage Month also reminds us of the
large and diverse constituencies of Car-
ibbean-Americans in our Nation and
provided us with an opportunity to
send a message of good will to the Car-
ibbean community both here and
abroad. This month also provided us
with an opportunity to share in the
rich culture of our natives through
showcases of Caribbean art, festivals,
concerts and films. In my own district
in Oakland, California, the Caribbean-
American Heritage Association of
Northern California celebrated the rich
cultural heritage of the people of the
Caribbean through a musical concert
and family picnic. The association also
hosted its Third Annual Caribbean-
American Heritage Legacy Awards
ceremony, honoring the contributions
of Caribbean-Americans to our great
country. Just as we should commemo-
rate the achievements of the many di-
verse communities that make up this
great country, the United States Gov-
ernment should continue to celebrate
the rich history and diversity of Carib-
bean-Americans and work each and
every day to ensure that the issues of
concern to Caribbean-Americans and
the nations of the Caribbean are in-
cluded in our policy debates here in the
Congress. I ask all of my colleagues to
join me in supporting this measure to
honor and salute the Caribbean-Amer-
ican community and to acknowledge
their rich and varied contributions to
the history, culture and progress of the
United States.

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I have no
other speakers at this moment. I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I would like to yield 3 minutes to
a cosponsor of this measure, the gen-
tlelady from the U.S. Virgin Islands,
DONNA CHRISTENSEN.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you for
yielding, Congressman LYNCH.

As a person of Caribbean-American
descent, I proudly rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 127 and
applaud the chairwoman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Congress-
woman BARBARA LEE, for leading this
effort to recognize our joint and very
special heritage. The ties between the
United States and its close neighbors
to the south are ones that go back to
the founding of our early colonies, the
fight for independence and the found-
ing of this country. George Wash-
ington, our first President, visited fam-
ily in Barbados. As you’ve heard many
times this afternoon, Alexander Ham-
ilton, his aide-de-camp, a Revolu-
tionary War hero, chief author of the
Federalist Papers and first Secretary
of the Treasury, was born in Nevis and
raised in St. Croix in my own district.
The service and contributions of people
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from the Caribbean to every facet of
life in this country are countless and
invaluable, and there is much to cele-
brate. In a special order on June 15,
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus came to the floor to speak
about many of those individuals, and
you’ve heard some this afternoon. But
the true test of the homage we pay to
the special heritage that we share is
what happens going forward, and the
step taken with President Obama’s at-
tendance and leadership at the Summit
of the Americas in Trinidad earlier this
year bodes well for that future.

From the inclusion of the Caribbean
countries in PEPFAR to the extension
of security initiatives, the forgiveness
of Haiti’s debt, Congresswoman LEE’S
proposal for the Shirley Chisholm Edu-
cational Exchange program for stu-
dents in the United States and the Car-
ibbean, and many other initiatives, the
Congressional Black Caucus has ac-
tively fostered the relationship to the
benefit of both the region and our
country. It is fitting that this body
recognizes the special heritage we, the
people of the Caribbean and the people
of the United States, share and the
contributions of each to the other.
Again, I thank Chairwoman LEE for in-
troducing this resolution and urge its
passage.

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I have no
other speakers at the moment. I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I would like to yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. HANK
JOHNSON, also a cosponsor of this reso-
lution.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of Caribbean-Amer-
ican Heritage Month. As has been
pointed out, there have been tremen-
dous accomplishments made by our
friends from the Caribbean, and it’s
only just that we recognize them today
for the achievements that they have
procured not just for folks of Caribbean
descent but also for all Americans.
There have been great contributions,
and there will continue to be great con-
tributions.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that in this
Congress we have a number of folks
from the Caribbean, including my good
friend and colleague DONNA
CHRISTENSEN, whose quest has been on
health care for the time that she has
been in office. And she is getting ready
to have her dreams realized with a
good start that we’re going to do on
health care. Then, not to leave anyone
out, but I do want to recognize my col-
league and class member YVETTE
CLARKE, who, as a staunch advocate for
small businesses, is poised to do great
things on behalf of small businesses,
and I admire her for what she has done
already and what she will do in the fu-
ture.

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I urge all
Members to support the passage of
House Concurrent Resolution 127, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, in conclu-
sion, I'd just ask all of our Members to
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support Ms. BARBARA LEE, the lead
sponsor of this legislation, in support
of Caribbean-American Heritage
Month, and I ask all of our Members to
join her in that effort.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res.
127, recognizing the significance of National
Caribbean-American Heritage Month. | would
like to thank my colleague Representative
BARBARA LEE from California for introducing
this important piece of legislation, as well as
its many other co-sponsors.

| stand in support of this legislation because
it recognizes the profound role that Caribbean-
Americans have played in the development of
this great country. Social scientists call the
United States of America “the Melting Pot” be-
cause of the vast number of cultures, races,
ethnicities, skills, talents, and ideas that come
together to make this experiment in democ-
racy work. Caribbean-Americans are integral
to that process.

Slave laborers brought to the United States
from the Caribbean laid the foundation for this
country in its earliest days. Today, millions of
Carribean-Americans have immigrated to the
United States on their own accord, bringing
with them their vibrant culture and firm ideals.
From beginning the Department of the Treas-
ury and breaking color barriers to changing
the sound of Salsa and the Harlem Renais-
sance, our nation’s history is steeply ingrained
with the contributions of Caribbean-Americans.
Caribbean nations are important neighbors
and partners within the global community,
playing a vital role in the pursuit of peace and
prosperity throughout the world. Caribbean-
American poet Claude McKay once said, “Na-
tions, like plants and human beings, grow.
And if the development is thwarted they are
dwarfed and overshadowed.” The United
States owes a great deal of its development to
the Caribbean, its people, and its culture. |
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting
this legislation recognizing the significance of
National Caribbean-American Heritage Month.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring attention to Caribbean Heritage Month.
In New York Carib News’ June 16, 2009 edi-
tion, the article highlights the important con-
tributions made by Caribbean Americans to
both the Untied States and their respective
home countries. The article refers to President
Obama as having recognized the importance
of the Caribbean American community and the
enormous contributions it has made to the
United States over past centuries. The Carib-
bean community continues the tradition of of-
fering a vibrant culture, as have so many other
cultures that have helped to define our Amer-
ican heritage. It is important to note the con-
tributions made by English, French, Spanish
and Dutch speaking nations of the Caribbean,
as each of these brings its own cultural aspect
to the larger American community.

It is imperative that we note not only the
contributions Caribbean Americans have made
to the United States, but also the contributions
they have made to their home countries. Each
year, Caribbean Americans remit billions of
dollars per year to CARICOM nations, and
maintain a multi-billion dollar buying power,
some of which is used to advance the growth
of their home countries. The Caribbean Herit-
age Month celebration that will kick off in
Brooklyn is defined by music, theatre, panel
discussions, a cultural fair, and other activities
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that actively illustrate the culture of the Carib-
bean.

In the years to come, it is important that the
United States maintain a strong relationship
with the Caribbean nations. The value that
these nations place on growth and economic
development, as well as personal advance-
ment are values reflected in American culture
and thus show the commonalities that our
country shares with these nations. As we con-
tinue to cultivate these relationships, let us not
forget the wealth of interchangeable benefit
such communication and interaction with one
another can yield. Caribbean Heritage Month
plays an integral role in shaping America’s un-
derstanding that such nations play in our
progress and growth. May this Caribbean Her-
itage Month designation continue to draw from
the unique culture of Caribbean Americans,
and be used as a source of influence for con-
tinued Caribbean-American relations.

Mr. LYNCH. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LyNCH) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 127.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PROVIDING FOR DESIGN OF SLAVE
LABOR MARKER IN CAPITOL VIS-
ITOR CENTER

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 135) directing the Architect
of the Capitol to place a marker in
Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Vis-
itor Center which acknowledges the
role that slave labor played in the con-
struction of the United States Capitol,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 135

Whereas enslaved African-Americans pro-
vided labor essential to the construction of
the United States Capitol;

Whereas the report of the Architect of the
Capitol entitled ‘‘History of Slave Laborers
in the Construction of the United States
Capitol” documents the role of slave labor in
the construction of the Capitol;

Whereas enslaved African-Americans per-
formed the backbreaking work of quarrying
the stone which comprised many of the
floors, walls, and columns of the Capitol;

Whereas enslaved African-Americans also
participated in other facets of construction
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of the Capitol, including carpentry, masonry,
carting, rafting, roofing, plastering, glazing,
painting, and sawing;

Whereas the marble columns in the Old
Senate Chamber and the sandstone walls of
the East Front corridor remain as the last-
ing legacies of the enslaved African-Ameri-
cans who worked the quarries;

Whereas slave-quarried stones from the
remnants of the original Capitol walls can be
found in Rock Creek Park in the District of
Columbia;

Whereas the Statue of Freedom now atop
the Capitol dome could not have been cast
without the pivotal intervention of Philip
Reid, an enslaved African-American foundry
worker who deciphered the puzzle of how to
separate the b-piece plaster model for cast-
ing when all others failed;

Whereas the great hall of the Capitol Vis-
itor Center was named Emancipation Hall to
help acknowledge the work of the slave la-
borers who built the Capitol;

Whereas no narrative on the construction
of the Capitol that does not include the con-
tribution of enslaved African-Americans can
fully and accurately reflect its history;

Whereas recognition of the contributions
of enslaved African-Americans brings to all
Americans an understanding of the con-
tinuing evolution of our representative de-
mocracy; and

Whereas a marker dedicated to the
enslaved African-Americans who helped to
build the Capitol will reflect the charge of
the Capitol Visitor Center to teach visitors
about Congress and its development: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. PLACEMENT OF MARKER IN CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER TO ACKNOWLEDGE
ROLE OF SLAVE LABOR IN CON-
STRUCTION OF CAPITOL.

(a) PROCUREMENT AND PLACEMENT OF
MARKER.—The Architect of the Capitol, sub-
ject to the approval of the Committee on
House Administration of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Rules
and Administration of the Senate, shall de-
sign, procure, and place in a prominent loca-
tion in Emancipation Hall in the Capitol
Visitor Center a marker which acknowledges
the role that slave labor played in the con-
struction of the United States Capitol.

(b) CRITERIA FOR DESIGN OF MARKER.—In
developing the design for the marker re-
quired under subsection (a), the Architect of
the Capitol—

(1) shall take into consideration the rec-
ommendations developed by the Slave Labor
Task Force Working Group;

(2) shall, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, ensure that the marker includes
stone which was quarried by slaves in the
construction of the Capitol; and

(3) shall ensure that the marker includes a
plaque or inscription which describes the
purpose of the marker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. HARPER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous matter
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?
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There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in May 2005 the congres-
sional leadership appointed a task
force to study the contributions of
enslaved African Americans to the con-
struction of this great edifice, our
United States Capitol. The task force
was also asked to recommend appro-
priate steps to recognize their con-
tribution. In support of that effort, the
architectural historian to the Archi-
tect of the Capitol produced a report on
the contributions of slave laborers to
the Capitol’s construction. During the
110th Congress the Committee on
House Administration conducted a
hearing to receive recommendations of
the task force, chaired by the gen-
tleman from Georgia, my colleague and
mentor, Congressman JOHN LEWIS. The
task force devoted considerable time
and effort to reviewing the Architect’s
report on the use of slaves during the
Capitol’s construction and developing
recommendations. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans now living cannot remove the
stain of our Nation’s past, but we can
admit our forebears’ sin. We must ac-
knowledge the sacrifices of those
Americans who, without choice,
worked to build a government that
kept them in bondage. The task force’s
report recommended a number of steps
to do what we can.
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Several of their recommendations,
including the naming of Emancipation
Hall in the new Capitol Visitor Center,
have already been completed.

The placement of a marker in Eman-
cipation Hall requires further legisla-
tive action as embodied in this resolu-
tion. This resolution will provide for
the installation of a marker by the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, under the super-
vision of the House Administration
Committee and the Senate Committee
on Rules and Administration.

As the resolution contemplates, the
committees will make every effort to
use some of the original, slave-quarried
stones. These stones were removed
from the Capitol during previous ren-
ovations and are held in storage.

I urge all Members to support the
resolution, which proposes a fitting
commemoration of slave laborers’ con-
tribution to this temple of democracy.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of House Con-
current Resolution 135, which will en-
hance the educational offerings of the
Capitol Visitor Center by highlighting
the contributions of enslaved African
Americans to the construction of the
U.S. Capitol Building.

Far too often the historical record
detailing the rise of our Capitol Build-
ing fails to appropriately recognize the
vital contributions by slave laborers.
As a result of the Slave Labor Task
Force, we are better equipped to fill
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