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Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 425, | was attending a classified briefing.
Had | been present, | would have voted “nay.”

———

DISABLED MILITARY RETIREE
RELIEF ACT OF 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
TAUSCHER). The gentleman from Mis-
souri has 16 minutes remaining; the
gentleman from South Carolina has
164 minutes remaining.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This is a very, very important bill,
particularly important to disabled
American veterans. I notice we have
had two adjournment motions already.
I hope we can take this bill up because
those young and young women deserve
it.

Special thanks to the Speaker, Lead-
er HOYER, Chairman TowNs, Chairman
SPRATT, Chairman RAHALL, Chairman
GORDON, Chairman WAXMAN, Chairman
MARKEY, Mr. LYNCH, SUSAN DAVIS, and
Mr. EDWARDS for all the help that they
have given us on this very complicated,
very important matter for our disabled
veterans.

At this time, Madam Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to my friend and colleague,
the distinguished chairman of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform, the gentleman from New York
(Mr. TOWNS).

Mr. TOWNS. I thank the gentleman
from Missouri for yielding.

Madam Speaker, as Chair of the
Oversight and Government Reform
Committee, I rise in support of H.R.
2990. T am pleased the legislation we
are considering today will assist the
men and women of our Armed Forces
by permitting disabled military retir-
ees to receive both their disability
compensation and their retired pay
concurrently.

Let me pause and thank Chairman
SKELTON for working closely with the
Oversight Committee on title II of this
legislation. Title IT makes several posi-
tive changes to the retirement system
for Federal employees. These changes
will enhance the system’s efficiency
and effectiveness as a recruiting and
management tool when we need to be
attracting the best and the brightest to
the Federal workforce.

Most of title II’s provisions were in-
cluded in H.R. 1804, a bill I sponsored
that passed the House by a unanimous
voice vote on April 1. After passing the
House, the retirement provisions were
added to the landmark tobacco legisla-
tion that President Obama signed into
law this week. Unfortunately, they
were removed for procedural reasons in
the Senate version of the tobacco bill
that President Obama signed.

I am delighted we have the oppor-
tunity to consider these measures
again today. Title II includes provi-
sions to eliminate inconsistency in the
way part-time service, breaks in serv-
ice, and unused sick leave are consid-
ered in calculating retirement benefits.
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These provisions will help employees
and managers plan for a wave of up-
coming retirements and encourage
highly talented individuals to return to
government service.

I thank the staff of both committees.
I thank Chairman SKELTON for his sup-
port. And I urge all of my colleagues to
vote for this very important legisla-
tion. And I hope that the other side
stops calling for adjournments because
this bill is very, very important and we
need to move it forward.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HALL).
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker,
I stand here to speak on this bill. I
have some misgivings about it. But I
intend to vote for this bill. I can’t vote
against this bill because it benefits
people that have served this country
and that have suffered for this country.
And I have never, in the 28 years I have
been here, voted for a bill that affected
adversely any veteran or any person
that stood up for this country, and I
admire and respect Mr. SKELTON, the
author of this bill. I disagree with the
way he has funded it and want to point
that out.

I would also point out that I have a
letter addressed to Mr. SKELTON. He
has not had the time to receive it be-
cause this bill was introduced yester-
day, and it is on the floor today. That
is a little hasty. But this is an impor-
tant bill, and it is a bill that needs to
be passed. But I'm torn today as I rise
to speak on H.R. 2990. On the one hand,
I support the revisions in the bill, re-
tired pay benefits for Reserve members
and compensation and benefits for
servicemembers. But where I'm torn is
how the chairman, my good friend, Mr.
SKELTON, chose to pay for the com-
pensation and benefits provided under
the bill.

I will first point out that this is a bill
for the veterans, and this is a bill for
those that probably without this bill
would not have the assistance that
they need, that they deserve and that
they are entitled to.

I would also say that as a veteran of
World War II, and probably one of
about four or five on this floor still
here, five or six over in the Senate,
there are not very many of us left, but
I take no backseat to anybody in sup-
porting veterans. I have a veterans’
hospital that my predecessor, Sam
Rayburn, provided and benefited. And I
have had the pleasure of walking in a
mass of walkathons to preserve that
hospital, from Bonham, Texas, where
Mr. Rayburn lived, to Dallas, to pro-
test cuts in it, as anybody here would.
Anybody on this floor has to support
the purpose of this bill, which is for
those that are suffering.

The major desire of those that have
served in any war is that no other gen-
eration would have to fight such a war
and that we remove the causes of war.
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And probably the greatest duty of a
Member of Congress is to prevent a
war. And how do you prevent a war?
You prevent a war by removing the
causes of it. And energy itself, or the
lack of it, has been the cause of most
wars that I know anything about.
Japan didn’t hate this country. Japan
loved this country. But our country
had cut off their access to oil. They
had 13 months’ national existence. We
had to know that Japan would break
out somewhere. That was a war over
energy, not the hatred of the United
States of America. Twelve or fourteen
years ago, George Bush, Senior, sent
450,000 of our troops over to Kuwait.
That was not a battle for the emir of
Kuwait. We don’t care anything at all
about the emir of Kuwait. That was to
keep a bad guy, Saddam Hussein, from
getting his foot on half the known min-
eral reserves and energy of that area
over there. That was a war for energy.

So I have a bill that I passed. I passed
it as a Democrat once, it failed, it
didn’t get through. I passed it as a Re-
publican with Democratic and Repub-
lican support. It passed this body. The
chairman, IKE SKELTON, voted for it at
the time. And that bill is now under-
way. And I want to say a few words
about that bill because I think you’re
entitled to know, and I'm very hopeful
that the other body will look closely at
this. And I'm going to be working to-
ward that. I haven’t had the time or
the opportunity to work toward it, and
neither did I have the incentive to do
anything to kill this bill.

I urge everybody within the sound of
my voice to vote for this bill and to
commend IKE SKELTON for his leader-
ship and his devotion to the men and
women that fight for this country and
care for this country.

I think unfortunately regarding this
bill, he chose to redirect the funds
which by law, Public Law 109-58, a law
that passed the House 275-156, a law
that Chairman SKELTON voted for, are
reserved for the Ultra-Deepwater and
Unconventional Onshore Natural Gas
and Other Petroleum Research and De-
velopment Program, also known as sec-
tion 999.

Now the hard, cold facts about it that
brought that bill into being was that
we can get energy up from the coastal
waters. We can get it up to around 80 or
90, 900 feet. And this bill, without the
technology, could not get it to the sur-
face where we could benefit from it.
But we knew that the energy was
there. And we knew that technology
was there. And the bill I introduced is
not an energy bill nor a technology
bill. It puts the two together. And it
pays universities, and there are 26 uni-
versities in this country, and I'm going
to mention some of those in a few min-
utes, that stepped forward, that are
working within this bill and have put 3
years work into it.

I just think that we need to remem-
ber section 999. It has achieved a lot
since its enactment. It passed, and it
passed the bill. It was in the bill that
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