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ABC will not devote time to an op-
posing viewpoint and refused to air ads
critical of the administration’s health
care plan.

I joined with dozens of other Mem-
bers of Congress to send a letter to
ABC News protesting this one-sided
coverage. It is contrary to the journal-
istic code of ethics, which states that a
journalist’s duty is to seek truth and
provide a fair and comprehensive ac-
count of events and issues.

ABC should adhere to this code of
ethics and abandon its plans to broad-
cast unfair and biased coverage of the
health care debate.

————
TRIBUTE TO BILL BANKS

(Mr. TOWNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to Bill Banks, a person
that really made a difference in the
lives of so many.

Bill Banks passed 4 days ago, and, of
course, he’s going to be really, really
missed. So at this time I would like to
say to his wife and to his daughter and
to all of those family members that, in
spite of the fact that we’ve lost Bill, we
can think in terms of the contribution
that he has made and all the lives that
he’s touched.

I will say that I'm just so happy that
I knew him, had an opportunity to
work with him, and to live during his
lifetime. He was really a person that
reached out to the people of Brooklyn.
And, of course, a lot of people are
where they are today politically be-
cause of his involvement. He was truly
a great political strategist.

Bill, we will miss you, but your work
is something that will live on and on
and on.

————

CALLING FOR THE PRESIDENT TO
RESCIND THE JULY 4 CELEBRA-
TION INVITATION TO IRANIAN
DIPLOMATS

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, the 4th of July is a holiday
that we hold very near and dear be-
cause it deals with our independence
and our desire for freedom and liberty,
and we celebrate that with a great deal
of awe.

What bothers me right now is that
this administration, in my opinion, is
violating the sanctity of that day by
inviting Iranian diplomats to our em-
bassies around the world to help us cel-
ebrate the 4th of July. Let’s just look
at what Iran’s doing.

Iran is still pursuing nuclear weap-
ons; Ahmadinejad is still calling for
the destruction of Israel; Iran is still
pursuing long-range missiles; Iran is
working to destabilize Iraq and Killing
American soldiers; Iran is still a state
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sponsor of terror; Iran continues to
supply Hezbollah and Hamas, terrorist
organizations. Now the Iranian regime
has turned on its own citizens and
killed many of them in the streets.

It is unthinkable, at a time when we
are celebrating freedom and independ-
ence in this country, the 4th of July,
that we’re going to invite into our em-
bassies people who support this kind of
terrorism. It makes no sense. And if I
were talking to the President, I would
say, Mr. President, rescind that invita-
tion. Rescind that invitation.

————

ADVOCATING FREEDOM FOR IRAN

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, it is evident by my col-
league’s remarks that Iran and the di-
lemma and complexity of its situation
has grabbed hold of the hearts and
minds of Americans and freedom-lov-
ing people around the world.

What struck me was the expression
and the tragic incident that caused
Neda, who is now known around the
world as a symbol of the Iranian move-
ment, to claim democracy in a free
election. A 16-year-old who was shot
through the heart, who lay bleeding in
the street as her father feverishly tried
to save her life.

No, Americans are not trying to tell
the Iranian people whom they should
vote for or whether the election was, in
fact, a true election, a fair election.
But we as freedom-loving people, who
love democracy, who believe in our own
country that we should have fair elec-
tions, we are standing with them as
they petition their government to
stand for the right side of the issue,
which is to ask for a new election or a
recount.

We also ask that lives are preserved
and violence ends. We ask that the op-
position be allowed to be heard. And we
certainly ask for the ending of the
interception of cell phones and the
Internet where freedom-loving people
would like to be able to speak to each
other.

No, we are not advocating violence.
We’re not advocating intrusion. We are
only advocating freedom for Iran.

———

CAP-AND-TRADE

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker,
word has it that the infamous cap-and-
trade, or cap-and-tax, bill will be up for
a vote this week.

Cap-and-trade, or what has been
more appropriately named cap-and-tax,
would create $640 billion in new taxes
on American businesses and raise elec-
tric bills by $3,100 per household per
yvear on average. The revenue from the
new tax will be used to pay for various
social programs this administration
plans to enact such as the government
takeover of our health care.
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Simply put, cap-and-tax will cap our
growth and trade our jobs. Companies
looking to invest in our economy will
simply move overseas to escape this
enormous tax increase.

If you need a tangible example of
why this doesn’t work, look at Spain,
which has been on this plan for 10
years. The result: utility prices have
skyrocketed, and the unemployment
rate today is 17% percent. This is our
view of the future.

Experts tell us that cap-and-tax will
do nothing to cap greenhouse gases,
but it will put the United States at a
global economic disadvantage because
China and India have no reason to
enact or follow this policy. We will put
Americans out of work but create jobs
for developing countries.

We need a smart energy policy that
will put Americans to work, not fur-
ther squeeze the pocketbooks of this
country’s families.

——

THE WOMEN VETERANS HEALTH
CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, tonight
the House passed five bills, four of
which dealt with important veterans
issues, veterans compensation, the
Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act, the
Health Care Budget Reform and Trans-
parency Act, and another that directs
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to in-
clude on their Web site certain infor-
mation, one on education.

I was a sponsor of the fifth bill that
was on the calendar, the Women Vet-
erans Health Care Improvement Act,
with the prime sponsor being Rep-
resentative Sandlin. I was inadvert-
ently out of the room at the time of
that vote. I would have voted ‘‘yes’ for
that bill. It’s an important bill. And
that’s why I'm a prime sponsor of it
and regret the fact that I missed that
vote. But I think what we did tonight
for veterans was very important.

——

U.S. OPEN CHAMPION LUCAS
GLOVER

(Mr. INGLIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. INGLIS. Madam Speaker, the up-
state of South Carolina is the home to
many champions and many successes.
Yesterday we crowned a new one. That
new one is the 29-year-old Greenville,
South Carolina, native Lucas Glover,
who conquered the field yesterday in
New York to win the 109th U.S. Open
Golf Championship.

With people from around the upstate
glued to the action, the soft-spoken
Wade Hampton High School graduate
and three-time All-American from
Clemson University rallied from one
shot down to break into the big time in
the world of golf, winning his first
major championship since joining the
PGA tour in 2004.
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We have come along to celebrate the
culmination of Lucas’ years of prepara-
tion. His family, wife, Jennifer, and
close friends have been there all along,
in the good times and the bad, in the
disappointments and in the small tri-
umphs. Yesterday they added a huge
triumph, and we join them in the cele-
bration.

Congratulations to our own TU.S.
Open golf champion, Lucas Glover.

————
O 1945
PROTECT OUR PLANET

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, we
all want to protect our planet, but will
the American Clean Energy and Secu-
rity Act of 2009 do that? I don’t think
S0.

The pollution targets are inadequate.
Regulatory authority is stripped from
the EPA. The bill relies on huge num-
bers of carbon offsets. For example, it
says you can have 2 billion tons a year
of carbon offsets, which is roughly
equivalent to 30 percent of all U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions. Recent anal-
ysis suggests it might be 2026 until we
see the emissions decline below 2005
levels.

The renewable targets are not strong
enough. A recent analysis by the Union
of Concerned Scientists indicates this
target provides no new renewable en-
ergy over business as usual projections.
Dirty-energy options qualify as renew-
able, including biomass burners and
trash incinerators. The bill gives a sig-
nificant number of pollution permits
away free.

It opens up a carbon derivatives mar-
ket in the U.S., and this bill would help
establish one of the largest derivative
markets in the world without adequate
oversight or regulation. It taxes house-
holds to pay for an unproven carbon se-
questration of capture and storage
technology, and allocations for funding
for international obligations are under-
funded.

We can do better.

————

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, Cap-
itol Hill and the Nation are abuzz over
health care reform. While there is
much speculation to what a reform
plan will look like, one thing is for
sure: We must avoid any plan that
would lead to a government takeover
of health care.

A government takeover of health
care will stifle medical breakthroughs
and take away the peace of mind that
families around America have, know-
ing that they can get the timely treat-
ment for their children, their parents
and themselves. We need real com-
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prehensive reform that protects what
works and fixes what doesn’t.

We need patient-centered reform
where the patient is in control of their
own care, not politicians, not bureau-
crats, not special interests. We need to
enact commonsense measures, like al-
lowing small businesses to band to-
gether to purchase more affordable
coverage for their employees. And we
need a lower cost and focus on preven-
tion by rewarding quality over quan-
tity.

I know we can pass real comprehen-
sive health care reform.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——————

THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
AND GOVERNMENT RUN HEALTH
CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
as dangerous to the public’s health and
well-being as government-run health
care is in Europe and Canada, we have
our own American example that has
some very serious problems. Last
month there was a surprise inspection
at Veterans Affairs clinics in the
United States. The surprise inspections
exposed that fewer than half of those
clinics followed proper standards for
colonoscopies.

Some mistakes could have exposed
veterans to HIV and other diseases. Let
me repeat: Less than half followed
proper medical standards for
colonoscopies.

Since February, the VA has informed
10,000 veterans in three States to get
retested. More than 50 patients tested
positive for infections, including some
with HIV. But that’s just the beginning
of the medical malpractice by the VA.

VA patients with prostate cancer
were put through their own particular
set of horrors. In Philadelphia, a pa-
tient received a common surgical pro-
cedure where a doctor implants dozens
of radioactive seeds to attack the can-
cer.

But the doctor’s aim was more than a
little off. Most of the radioactive seeds,
40 of them to be exact, ended up in the
patient’s healthy bladder instead of the
prostate. The mistake was a serious
one, and under Federal rules it was in-
vestigated by the bureaucrat regu-
lators. The regulators allowed the doc-
tor to rewrite his surgical plan to
make his mistake just disappear.

In the private sector, somebody
would have been held accountable for
this negligence, but not with govern-
ment-run health care VA style. They
cover up their errors.

The patient had to undergo a second
radiation implant. This time the unin-
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tended dose ended up in his rectum.
Once again, more negligence. Two
years later in 2005, the same doctor
made the same mistake, putting more
than half of the radioactive seeds in
the wrong organ, and again the bureau-
crat regulators did not object when he
once again rewrote his surgical plan to
cover up his mistake.

Had the bureaucrat regulators actu-
ally done their jobs, they would have
uncovered what the media calls a rogue
cancer unit. This one Philadelphia VA
hospital, botched 92 of 116 treatments
over 6 years, then covered it up.

Let me repeat, Madam Speaker, the
VA government health care hospital in
Philadelphia medically erred in 92 of
116 cancer treatments. The medical
team continued to perform these radi-
ation implants, even though for over a
year the equipment that measured
whether or not the patient had re-
ceived proper radiation dosage was bro-
ken. Records proved that the radiation
safety committee at the veterans hos-
pital knew of this problem but took no
action.

In Philadelphia, 57 of the implants
delivered too little radiation to the
prostate, either because the seeds were
planted in the wrong organ or were not
distributed properly inside the pros-
tate. Thirty-five other cases involve
overdoses to other parts of the body.
An unspecified number of patients were
both underdosed in the prostate and
overdosed somewhere else in their
body. This is a horrible way to treat
America’s veterans.

Another patient, 21-year veteran of
the Air Force, had to remain in bed 6
months with pain so severe he couldn’t
even stand. He lost his job as a pastor
at a local church and all of his income,
thanks again to the incompetence of
the Veterans Administration.

Adding insult to injury, this 21-year
veteran of the Air Force didn’t learn of
the radiation injury from the Philadel-
phia VA hospital. He found out when he
sought treatment in Ohio at a hospital
where he underwent major surgery to
treat the damage.

Because the bureaucrat regulators
were covering up for the VA, it took a
private hospital to not only diagnose
but treat his injury. That is right,
Madam Speaker, the good old private
sector saved the veteran where the VA
just took a pass.

The New York Times conducted its
own examinations. They found that
none of the safeguards that were sup-
posed to protect veterans from poor
medical care had worked. They also
found none of the botched implants in
Philadelphia were reported properly.
So the errors weren’t investigated for
weeks, months and sometimes years.

During that time, many patients did
not know their cancer treatments were
flawed by our government-run health
care. The regulators are now looking
into the flawed implants in other gov-
ernment-run VA hospitals in Mis-
sissippi and Ohio. Who knows what
they will find out there about the way
government treats our veterans.
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