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I think it’s time, and so do the people 

of northeast Wisconsin. 

f 

A PEACEFUL FUTURE FOR IRAN 

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, half-
way across the world today people are 
rioting in the streets. Violence, gun-
shots and even death have overtaken 
Iran’s streets as its citizens protest the 
results of their recent election. 

Iran’s security affects the entire Mid-
dle East, and the riots there show how 
fragile their government really is. Re-
cently, Iran successfully tested a long- 
range missile, and their intentions 
with their nuclear program are still 
unknown. 

The United States must utilize every 
diplomatic, economic, and political 
tool at our disposal, including the fur-
ther use of sanctions. Ultimately, our 
goal is peace for Iran, peace now and in 
the future. That’s why I encourage 
Members of this body to join me in the 
support of the Iran Petroleum Sanc-
tions Act. This legislation would use 
sanctions on refined petroleum to Iran 
in order to convince the government to 
give up its nuclear ambitions. 

Our desire, all of us across the world, 
is to see a secure and peaceful future 
for the people of Iran, the greater Mid-
dle East and the world, but this cannot 
happen without some changes in Iran’s 
policies, regardless of the outcome of 
their election. 

f 

COMBATING A NATIONAL 
PROBLEM 

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr. 
Speaker, I’m glad to report to the 
House about another blow made 
against the drug cartels who smuggle 
narcotics into the United States from 
Mexico. 

Recently, two women from Michigan 
were arrested for driving a van filled 
with $1 million dollars worth of mari-
juana down I–40 near Holbrook in my 
district. The Major Crimes Apprehen-
sion Team K–9 Unit pulled over the van 
for a traffic violation and discovered 
two occupants from Michigan carrying 
$1 million worth of marijuana. 

This case further demonstrates the 
important role that local law enforce-
ment in Arizona and throughout the 
Southwest are playing in combating a 
national problem. 

I commend Navajo County Sheriff 
K.C. Clark and his department for yet 
another successful operation. 

f 

COMMENTS MADE BY LEON 
PANETTA 

(Mr. COLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, like many 
Americans, I cheered when CIA Direc-
tor Leon Panetta recently defended the 
honor of his agency against unsubstan-
tiated charges by the Speaker of the 
House that the CIA routinely lied to 
Americans and to the Congress of the 
United States. 

Given those remarks, I was surprised 
to see his recent remarks about Vice 
President Cheney when he said, It’s al-
most as if he wishes that this country 
would be attacked again in order to 
make his point. 

Just as Mr. Panetta deserves an apol-
ogy from the Speaker, Mr. Panetta 
owes one to the Vice President of the 
United States. 

The Vice President was Vice Presi-
dent when this country was attacked. 
He and the President spent the next 71⁄2 
years making sure it didn’t happen 
again. They deserve our thanks and our 
appreciation, not cheap shots and not 
questions about their motives when 
they address the critical issues before 
our country. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. SUTTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to stress the importance of re-
forming our health care system this 
year. Every day Americans with health 
concerns worry, not just about getting 
well, but whether they can afford to 
get well. 

Statistics show that the average 
American family already pays an extra 
$1,100 in premiums every year for a bro-
ken system that leaves 46 million unin-
sured Americans, and millions more 
who are insured without the care they 
need when they need it. 

Americans spend more than any 
other population on health care; yet we 
are no healthier for the investment. 
President Obama and this Congress 
want to change this dynamic. 

We must make quality health care 
more affordable and accessible to every 
American: man, woman and child. We 
must enact a health care system, pro-
mote a health care system, ensure a 
health care system that will work for 
our constituents and be worthy of this 
great Nation. 

f 

b 1215 

TALKING ON THE PHONE TAX 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘can 
you hear me now?’’ 

That phrase repeated by cell phone 
users across the vast prairies and wide- 
open spaces of America soon may be 
taxed by the Feds. 

That’s right. The taxacrats want to 
tax citizens for their private cell phone 
use and for the use of mobile phones at 
work. It’s a benefit, the taxacrats 
saith. So they want to tax it. 

Don’t think this new ‘‘talking on the 
phone tax’’ will ever leave. In 1898, 
Congress passed temporary phone taxes 
to fund the Spanish-American War, but 
Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough Riders 
had the 4-month war won even before 
the tax took effect. Guess what? Amer-
icans are still paying that temporary 
phone tax for that war 111 years ago. 

Phone taxes never die. They don’t 
even fade away. Americans are taxed 
enough already. Government addiction 
to spending should be cured cold tur-
key style. Citizens don’t need more 
silly taxes to fund pet projects. Mr. 
Speaker, the people are weary of taxes. 

‘‘Can you hear them now?’’ No more 
taxes. No ‘‘talking on the phone tax.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF COACH 
JIM OWENS 

(Mr. DICKS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, today in Se-
attle, a memorial service is taking 
place for the University of Washing-
ton’s legendary football coach, Jim 
Owens, who passed away on June 6, 
leaving a legacy that extends far be-
yond Husky Stadium where he coached 
for 18 years. In fact, that legacy ex-
tends here to the Nation’s Capital be-
cause I was one of the many individ-
uals he recruited, coached and coun-
seled on and off the field, and we re-
mained friends for nearly 50 years. 

He was a remarkable leader, assum-
ing the job of head coach at the univer-
sity at the age of 29. It was said that he 
brought a work ethic and a coaching 
style that would have intimidated a 
Marine Corps drill instructor. That was 
accurate. I can say that from personal 
experience. He had high expectations, 
and he could be tough. He once told me 
I was fine on defense as a linebacker, 
but I was the weakest weak guard on 
the team. 

Most of all, he was a real leader, and 
he was successful. Three years after ar-
riving at the University of Washington, 
he produced a Rose Bowl championship 
team, defeating Wisconsin, 44–8, in the 
1960 Rose Bowl. I was proud to play for 
him the next year when we repeated a 
Rose Bowl victory over Minnesota, 17– 
7. 

He was a great coach. Though he will 
be missed, his lessons will endure long 
beyond his death. Our prayers go out to 
the entire Owens family. They have 
lost a wonderful husband and father. 
His players will never forget him. 

f 

PEACEFUL DISSENT IN THE 
STREETS OF IRAN 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to join with President Obama, with 
Vice President BIDEN and with all of 
those around the world who have been 
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expressing their most profound concern 
about the events in Iran and, in par-
ticular, about the violence being used 
against those people who have been 
peacefully dissenting in the streets of 
Iran. 

There are news reports that at least 
seven have been killed. Others have 
been beaten and have been badly in-
jured. Both the protests and the vio-
lent suppression have been spreading. 
It has been reported that there are in-
stances of live fire being used by police 
in the cities. The Iranian authorities 
have now indicated that they will do a 
limited recount of the election results. 
I hope they are sincere and earnest in 
this offer. 

As President Obama has said to those 
who have used their right to dissent: 
The world is watching and the world is 
inspired. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VIETNAM VETERANS 
FROM NEW MEXICO 

(Mr. TEAGUE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TEAGUE. Mr. Speaker, during 
the Memorial Day weekend, there was 
a solemn moment for one family of 
New Mexico. Enrique Valdez, who 
served as a gunnery sergeant in the 
United States Marine Corps, was the 
400th New Mexican to have his name 
added to the Vietnam Memorial here in 
Washington. Valdez was injured during 
his second tour of duty in South Viet-
nam. 

Today, I would like to say that I am 
thankful for the service that Sergeant 
Valdez gave to his country. New Mex-
ico has always had a proud military 
history from the Civil War to the Oper-
ations of Enduring and Iraqi Freedom. 

New Mexico’s sons and daughters 
have always answered their Nation’s 
call. For those who served during the 
Vietnam war, we as a Nation have been 
lax in our gratitude and appreciation. 
As we remember Sergeant Enrique 
Valdez, let us not only honor his mem-
ory and sacrifice but also honor the 
price that was paid by all who served in 
Vietnam. 

f 

FISCAL CRISES 
(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, the U.S. is 
facing a fiscal crisis which we must 
soon begin to address. This will not be 
easy, but there are two clear things 
that we know we must do. 

First, we know we must fix the spi-
raling cost of our health care system, 
and those who would point to our Fed-
eral deficits ignore the much larger 
numbers associated with the promises 
that we have made through Medicare 
and Social Security that we are going 
to have trouble keeping if we don’t 
take a hard look at those things. 

Secondly, as the economy recovers, 
this House must put the brakes on gov-

ernment spending. That’s why I am de-
lighted that, tomorrow, this House will 
take up pay-as-you-go legislation that 
would simply say: You pay for what 
you spend. You either have the guts to 
ask the citizenry to pay for it via tax-
ation or you choose other things that 
you don’t want to spend it on. We’ve 
seen PAYGO rules in place before, in 
the 1990s, when the government ran 
surpluses and when we saw unrivaled 
prosperity. 

So we need to look back at that and 
have the discipline to pass that legisla-
tion so that we restore confidence in 
our fiscal probity and in the prosperity 
to our economy. 

f 

HEALTH CARE CRISIS 

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, it is time 
to stop playing politics and solve the 
health care crisis. Americans deserve a 
choice in quality health care that is af-
fordable. 

Health care reform will make sure 
that we have the option to keep the 
health care insurance we have, if we 
like it, or to choose a quality public 
health care option. 

Health care reform will stop the in-
surance companies from denying cov-
erage to those with preexisting condi-
tions. You will also no longer be denied 
care because of your age. Health care 
reform will make sure that you will 
have coverage that can never be denied 
or taken away. Our families need this 
peace of mind. We spend almost 50 per-
cent more per person on health care 
than does the next most costly nation, 
but we are no healthier for it. 

We cannot wait any longer to make 
health care reform a reality. Quality, 
affordable health care for all is long 
overdue. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people don’t need to be told 
there is a health care crisis in America. 
They’re the ones living it every day. 
They’re the ones who, for decades, have 
seen the price they pay out of every 
paycheck for health insurance sky-
rocket while their coverage has shrunk 
or has been denied altogether. They’ve 
seen the increasing copays and pre-
miums. 

We can give every American a choice. 
We can offer an alternative to the 
mountains of medical debt that so 
often lead to bankruptcy. We can offer 
an alternative to the fear that they or 
their children might be denied a doctor 
visit simply because it is more profit-
able to deny them coverage than to see 
them get well. 

I want to encourage all Americans to 
stand up to the same fear-mongering 
attacks that have prevented them for 

decades from getting the health care 
they deserve. We can offer a public op-
tion that helps all Americans. I im-
plore the American people to remem-
ber that we are not the country of ‘‘no, 
we can’t.’’ We are America, the coun-
try of ‘‘yes, we can.’’ 

f 

IRAN 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, while we 
are often focused on the things that 
make us different from other cultures, 
the recent news in Iran illustrates that 
there are far more things that bind us 
than that divide us. Freedom of speech, 
democracy and respect for basic fair-
ness are not uniquely American or 
Western values. They are hardwired 
into all of us and are as elemental to 
the human experience as is the need for 
food, water or love. 

We will likely have political dif-
ferences with the Government of Iran 
for years to come. Despite this, let us 
all remember that the Iranian people 
want many of the same things that 
Americans do. They want their voices 
to be heard just like us. They want 
their government to be just, open and 
accessible just like us. They want their 
economy to be strong and for their 
country to work towards greater peace 
and understanding around the world 
just like us. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, the health 
care crisis in our Nation is real. We 
need to step forward and take action to 
provide quality and affordable care for 
those who need it. With 46 million 
Americans uninsured in this country, 
there is no time to waste in offering 
hardworking families the option of 
health insurance while infusing com-
petition into the health care market, 
which desperately needs it. 

Our broken health care system also 
happens to be the most expensive 
health care system in the world. If we 
don’t act now, the cost of health care 
in this country in 10, 20 or 30 years will 
bog down our economy. Reforming our 
health care system now makes eco-
nomic sense. 

Proposed health care reform is all 
about options. If you are happy with 
your current plans and with your cur-
rent providers, keep them. The choice 
to have health insurance and the 
choice to get the best medical care you 
can possibly get is up to you. Health 
care should be a right for every Amer-
ican, and our current health care sys-
tem in this country is broken. It is 
time for Congress to take the lead and 
to make the tough choices that we 
were sent to Washington to make. 
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