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Last week, 30 evangelical, non-
political pastors were arrested by
Cuban authorities. This is a clear at-
tack on religion by the Castro regime.

On top of these atrocities, we hear
that two Castro spies may have been
working among us in our government
for decades. It is crucial that the
United States Government move slow-
ly and cautiously in our relationship
with Cuba. In light of this, the admin-
istration must not make any further
decisions regarding Cuba until a com-
prehensive damage assessment is com-
pleted and Congress is fully briefed.

———————

CHINA AND AMERICA’S DEBT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, during a
speech last week at Beijing University
in China, U.S. Treasury Secretary Tim-
othy Geithner was laughed at when he
attempted to assure students that the
Chinese government could continue to
safely invest in American debt. The
largest holder of our national debt is
now openly laughing at our financial
situation. At the same time, Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke was
here on Capitol Hill calling for fiscal
restraint. Every dollar spent by the
government is taken from the people in
taxes or borrowed against future gen-
erations.

Our Nation’s fiscal responsibility is
so lacking that a developing nation
snickers at the mention of sound in-
vestment in our debt. Traveling the
world, begging creditor nations to
allow us to continue our spending
binge is not the kind of international
engagement we need. Our economy will
turn around because of the ingenuity of
the American people, not because of
out-of-control, irresponsible govern-
ment spending and borrowing.

——
O 1015
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Republicans gave us a
Medicare prescription drug benefit
complete with a donut hole based on
subsidizing the health insurance indus-
try and the prescription drug industry.
Now they are at it again. They are ab-
solutely opposed to a public plan op-
tion for health insurance, because that
would make the health insurance in-
dustry compete. Their solution to the
50 million Americans without health
insurance and those who are one pink
slip away from losing it is tax breaks,
so they can go out and buy private in-
surance.

Well, here is a little secret. Private
insurance is exempt from antitrust
laws, thanks to the Republicans, so
they can and do collude. They won’t let
you have a preexisting condition. They
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can discriminate in any way they
want. They can price gouge. They can
price fix. And the Republicans say that
driving people to that system, not giv-
ing them a low-cost, public plan op-
tion, and making the health insurance
industry more cost effective and truly
competitive is a better solution.

Now, come on, guys. Do you really
care about those 50 million people, or
not?

——————

LOWERING STANDARDS OF LIVING
THROUGH THE WAXMAN-MARKEY
BILL

(Mr. LUCAS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LUCAS. The Waxman-Markey
bill is one of the most monumental
bills that this Congress will consider.
It has the potential to permanently
damage the standard of living for every
man, woman, and child for decades to
come. Yet Speaker PELOSI and the ad-
ministration want to force this bill
through Congress.

This bill will tax you. It creates a
massive national energy tax that will
be devastating to those who live and
work in rural America. It promises
higher energy costs, lost jobs and high-
er food prices. This bill will affect all
of us. If you like being warm in the
winter, if you like being cool in the
summer, if you own a farm or a small
business, if you like to eat, if you like
to go anywhere, this bill will affect
you.

Agriculture is squarely in the cross-
hairs of this bill because it is energy
intensive. That is why 40 agricultural
groups, including the American Farm
Bureau, have expressed opposition to
it. No large farm group has endorsed it.

A 1,000-page bill of this magnitude
deserves thoughtful consideration and
debate. Instead, Speaker PELOSI is
rushing it through Congress to the det-
riment of all of us.

———
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
from the creation of Medicare and Med-
icaid in 1965 to the reauthorization of
SCHIP earlier this year, we have come
a long way toward ensuring that every
American has access to affordable,
quality health care. These programs,
Mr. Speaker, ensure that our children
and the disabled and the elderly have
access to health care. Now it is time to
get serious and to help those people in
the middle who have been left out.

Family health care costs are increas-
ing. Families cannot afford the rising
cost of health premiums, many em-
ployer-sponsored plans are providing
less coverage and higher deductibles,
and there are 45 million Americans
with no insurance.

We must seize this opportunity to
enact reforms that reduce costs, pro-

H6419

tect existing plans, preserve our
choices in doctors, hospitals and care,
and ensure affordable quality health
care for all. I support President Obama
and the Democratic leadership. We
must act now.

———

WAXMAN-MARKEY BILL IS ALL
HAT AND NO CATTLE

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, in
Texas there is an old saying about the
cowboy that was all hat and no cattle;
in other words, he was all show and no
substance.

At a time of economic hardship, Mr.
Speaker, this Waxman-Markey energy
bill is all tax and no energy. It is going
to cost every American family a $3,100
increase in their energy costs. Farm in-
come is expected to decrease $8 billion
in the near term and almost $50 billion
in the outyears, a 57 percent decrease
in farm income over the next 20 years.

The trouble with this cap-and-tax is
it is also going to increase the cost of
buildings and construction of farm
buildings. In a town hall meeting last
week, Mr. Speaker, the people in the
19th Congressional District said, Con-
gressman, please stop this cap-and-tax
bill. They know that this is a plan not
to produce more energy, but it is a plan
to increase taxes, to take more money
out American families’ pockets.

Mr. Speaker, I stand for the Amer-
ican farmers and families and small
businesses all across America. I op-
posed this cap-and-tax plan. The Wax-
man-Markey bill is all hat and no cat-
tle.

——————

ENERGY

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of efforts to spur investment
in clean-energy and energy-efficiency
technology that will create clean-en-
ergy jobs back home in Nevada and
across our country.

Investments in clean-energy tech-
nologies like solar, wind, geothermal,
smart grid and advanced batteries will
help the United States regain its com-
petitive edge in a global green econ-
omy, reduce our reliance on foreign oil
and improve our energy security.

Clean-energy jobs, like manufac-
turing solar panels and windmills and
constructing new energy-efficient
buildings, are jobs that can stay right
here at home in the United States. But
the United States is currently losing
the clean-energy jobs and marketplace
share to countries like China, Germany
and Korea.

A thriving clean-energy economy
will ensure that the United States cre-
ates a sustainable manufacturing base
that will compete with the rest of the
world. I look forward to working with
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my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to make the investments necessary to
help create a booming, clean-energy
economy right here in the United
States.

——————

SOLDIERS OVERSEAS SHOULD
HAVE THEIR VOTES COUNTED

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today out of concern with the recent
news that one out of every four ballots
requested by military personnel and
other Americans living overseas may
have gone uncounted in the 2008 elec-
tion. These findings were released in a
recent Senate hearing.

The report claims that of 441,000 ab-
sentee ballots requested, 98,000 were
claimed to be lost. Over 13,000 were re-
jected because of missing signatures or
failure to notarize. Another 11,000 were
returned as undeliverable.

I agree with Senator SCHUMER that
this system needs an overhaul. While
serving our country overseas, our sol-
diers deserve to have their votes count-
ed and their voices heard. We need to
ensure there is sufficient time for bal-
lots to reach them and have them fill
them out and return them for inclusion
for their vote to count.

The cornerstone of democracy, Mr.
Speaker, is the right to vote. Those
sacrificing to protect this right should
be given every chance to participate in
the electoral process.

————

REMEMBERING THOSE
DEVASTATED BY IOWA FLOODS

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
one year ago today, I got in a plane and
flew back home to Waterloo, Iowa, to a
district and a State underwater. The
railroad bridge in downtown Waterloo
was torn down by the raging waters of
the Cedar River, and my entire State
went through the worst natural dis-
aster in our State’s history.

It is hard to believe that that much
time has passed, but the work con-
tinues and the good, resilient people of
Iowa continue to build, which is why
Secretary Donovan is there today an-
nouncing the latest rounds of HUD as-
sistance to help people get back on
their feet and rebuild their homes.

I will be wearing next week, in the
congressional baseball game, the jersey
of the Anamosa Blue Raiders. Last
year, this baseball team’s entire field
was under 10 feet of water, and it is a
symbol of what happens when commu-
nities all over this country are dev-
astated by natural disasters. That is
why the work we do in this body is so
important, and I continue to call upon
people to keep in mind those who are
devastated in a similar way in the
years and days ahead.
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KEEPING AMERICA COMPETITIVE
IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ican jobs are being threatened by new
proposals to tax the earnings of Amer-
ican employers operating in markets
around the world. We cannot forget
that we are in a global economy. Amer-
ica cannot just be a participant in this
global economy, but they have to lead
in this global economy. In the middle
of a downturn, it makes no sense to
eliminate a tax incentive like deferral
that American employers need to com-
pete in a global marketplace and cre-
ate American jobs at home.

Eliminating tax incentives like de-
ferral would send U.S. jobs overseas
and almost make it impossible for us
to compete with China, India and Eu-
rope. Raising taxes on the earnings of
U.S. companies discourages invest-
ments at home and increases the cost
of employing U.S. workers. One of the
largest employers in my districts,
Microsoft, said last week that raising
these taxes on their foreign earnings
would force them to move thousands of
employees out of the United States.

Congress must help to protect, pro-
mote and create jobs at home by en-
couraging American employers to in-
vest and engage in new markets.

———

PROTECTING AMERICAN WORKING
WATERFRONTS

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker,
coastal communities across this Nation
are in trouble. In Maine and in other
coastal States, working waterfronts
and the jobs they provide are quickly
disappearing.

Working waterfronts include com-
mercial fishing, boatyards and other
businesses who need access to the
water. Once these businesses close,
once the waterfront stops supporting
these businesses, history shows us they
do not come back.

Recently, I introduced the Xeep
America’s Waterfronts Working Act of
2009. This bill will help communities
acquire permanent access to the water
and develop programs to protect work-
ing waterfronts and the jobs they pro-
vide, the backbone of our coastal com-
munities.

A report released this week, the
“State of the U.S. Ocean and Coastal
Economies,” coauthored by Professor
Charlie Colgan from the University of
Southern Maine, found that coastal
counties contributed 42 percent of the
national economic output in 2007, and
working waterfronts are critical to
supporting this economy.

We must protect working waterfronts
and the jobs they provide. I would like
to thank my colleagues for joining to-
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gether to protect working waterfronts,
and I look forward to working together
to move this legislation through Con-
gress.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. TERRY BRAD-
LEY ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

(Mr. NUNES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, today 1

rise to offer my gratitude on behalf of
the people of the 21st Congressional
District for the lifetime service of Dr.
Terry Bradley. He is retiring from his
position as superintendent of the Clo-
vis Unified School District.

I have known Terry for many years
as his Representative in Congress. His
hard work and commitment to the stu-
dents and faculty of Clovis Unified has
always impressed me. Indeed, Terry’s
legacy is one that should be celebrated.
During his tenure, he presided over fac-
ulty investments amounting to over $1
billion. These improvements, as well as
his commitment to excellence, have
made a real difference in the quality of
education for the students.

While the parents and students of
Clovis will miss him, Terry can leave
his position with full confidence that
Clovis Unified School District, a school
district that has helped lead the valley
into the 21st century, will continue to
thrive for future generations.

———

WE MUST REFORM HEALTH CARE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, the time
has come to take decisive action on
health care reform. We simply cannot
afford to wait any longer. American
families and small businesses have seen
the cost of health care coverage stead-
ily rise to the point where many can no
longer afford to pay their premiums.
We know that our system is broken
when we have 46 million Americans,
many of them in my home State of
New Jersey, who are only one illness or
one accident away from being wiped
out financially.

As President Obama and the major-
ity in Congress work to take our Na-
tion in a new direction, we are firmly
committed to making improvements in
our health care system in a way which
will reduce costs, preserve a patient’s
choice of doctors and plans, and ensure
quality, affordable health care for all.

It is important that we promote
wellness by investing in prevention and
educating about healthy life choices.
Health care reform is an issue that we
can resolve if we work together in good
faith for a solution. Just saying ‘‘no,”
as some in Congress have chosen to do,
will only worsen the problem.
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