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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members have 2 minutes re-
maining in this vote. 

b 1722 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive), the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mrs. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF NATIONAL CENTER FOR 
MISSING AND EXPLOITED CHIL-
DREN 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 454) recognizing the 
25th anniversary of the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Children. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 454 

Whereas an estimated 800,000 children are 
reported missing each year in the United 
States; 

Whereas 200,000 of that number are ab-
ducted by family members, and 58,000 are ab-
ducted by non-family members, for which 
the primary motive is sexual assault; 

Whereas each year 115 children are the vic-
tims of the most serious abductions, kid-
napped by non-family members and either 
ransomed, murdered, or taken with the in-
tent to keep; 

Whereas the National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children (NCMEC) serves as the 
national resource center and information 
clearinghouse for missing and exploited chil-
dren; 

Whereas NCMEC was established by Con-
gress in 1984; 

Whereas NCMEC has assisted law enforce-
ment in the recovery of more than 138,500 
children; 

Whereas NCMEC’s Amber Alert program 
has led to 443 recoveries; 

Whereas in 2008, NCMEC helped recover 
more children than any other year in the or-
ganization’s 25-year history, raising the re-
covery rate from 62 percent in 1990 to 97 per-
cent today; 

Whereas NCMEC operates the toll-free 24- 
hour national missing children’s hotline, 
which has handled more than 2,377,000 calls; 

Whereas NCMEC provides assistance to 
families and law enforcement agencies in lo-

cating and recovering missing and exploited 
children, both nationally and internation-
ally; 

Whereas NCMEC offers technical assist-
ance and training to law enforcement in 
identifying and locating non-compliant sex 
offenders; 

Whereas NCMEC has a team of forensic 
artists who create age progression photos, 
which has assisted in the successful recovery 
of 895 children; 

Whereas NCMEC CyberTipline has handled 
more than 686,000 reports; 

Whereas NCMEC’s Child Victim Identifica-
tion Program has reviewed and analyzed 
23,000,000 child pornography images and vid-
eos, 8,600,000 in 2008 alone; 

Whereas NCMEC’s sex offender tracking 
team has already located 402 missing sex of-
fenders; 

Whereas NCMEC operates a child victim 
identification program to assist law enforce-
ment in identifying victims of child pornog-
raphy; 

Whereas NCMEC develops and dissemi-
nates programs and information about Inter-
net safety and the prevention of child abduc-
tion and sexual exploitation; 

Whereas NCMEC facilitates the deploy-
ment of the National Emergency Child Loca-
tor Center during periods of national disas-
ters; and 

Whereas NCMEC deploys Team Adam, a 
rapid response and support system comprised 
of retired law enforcement officers, to pro-
vide on-site technical assistance to local law 
enforcement agencies investigating cases of 
child abduction and sexual exploitation: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the 25th anniversary of the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
KIRKPATRICK of Arizona). Pursuant to 
the rule, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. TONKO) and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PLATTS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend their 
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 454. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 454, which 
recognizes the 25th anniversary of the 
National Center For Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. The NCMEC serves as 
the national resource center for miss-
ing and exploited children. 

It is estimated that 800,000 children 
are reported missing every year in the 
United States. Two hundred thousand 
of that number are abducted by family 
members, and 58,000 are abducted by 
nonfamily members, for which the pri-
mary motive is sexual assault. It is 
with great sadness that this national 
tragedy continues year after year. 

We recognize today the National Cen-
ter’s persistent efforts in reuniting 
families and stopping the abuse and ex-
ploitation of our children. During its 
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25-year history, the organization has 
assisted in the recovery of more than 
138,000 children. NCMEC’s Amber Alert 
Program alone has led to 443 recov-
eries. NCMEC’s efforts have led to a 
rise in the recovery rate of missing 
children from 62 percent in 1990 to 97 
percent today. 

The organization offers assistance 
and training to law enforcement 
around the country in identifying and 
locating missing and exploited chil-
dren, as well as non-compliant sex of-
fenders. NCMEC also actively combats 
children’s pornography by reviewing 
millions of images and videos in a na-
tional effort to identify victims of 
child pornography and the perpetrators 
behind these heinous crimes. 

Madam Speaker, NCMEC acts as the 
ultimate advocate for our Nation’s 
most vulnerable individuals. The orga-
nization sends a message to parents 
around the country that our Nation 
will never abandon its search for the 
thousands of children missing at any 
given moment. It is important to rec-
ognize that for the individuals at the 
NCMEC, the mission is never quite 
complete. 

b 1730 

On May 25th of 2009, we recognize the 
27th National Missing Children’s Day. 
The day marks the anniversary of the 
disappearance of 6-year-old Etan Patz. 
For nearly three decades, the search 
for Etan and many other children has 
continued as part of the persistent ef-
forts of the NCMEC. 

Madam Speaker, once again I express 
my support for the center, and I thank 
Representative POE for bringing this 
resolution to the floor. I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution, which seeks to 
pay tribute and recognize the impor-
tant work of the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children. 

I am honored to yield such time as he 
may consume to the sponsor of this im-
portant resolution, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE). 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania yielding and the support of 
the gentleman from New York. 

I’m proud to sponsor H. Res. 454, 
which recognizes the 25th anniversary 
of the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. 

As founder and co-Chair of the Vic-
tims’ Rights Caucus, along with my 
friend from California, Mr. COSTA, I am 
thankful for the work that the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children does to protect the Nation’s 
children. 

At the time the Center was founded 
25 years ago, there were little or no re-
sources available to assist law enforce-
ment with the cases of missing chil-
dren. In fact, there was no way for po-

lice to enter information about missing 
children into the FBI’s national crime 
computer. Today, thanks to the work 
of the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, this is no longer 
the case. 

Each year, approximately 800,000 
American children are reported miss-
ing. When a child is missing, the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children works tirelessly alongside 
families and law enforcement agencies 
in locating, finding, and recovering the 
children and bringing them home to 
their parents. 

Many people may be familiar with 
John Walsh from his TV show Amer-
ica’s Most Wanted, but they may not 
realize the tragic events that led to his 
advocating on behalf of children and 
his work with America’s Most Wanted. 

In 1981, Adam Walsh, son of John and 
Reve Walsh, was abducted from a toy 
department store in Florida at a shop-
ping mall. Two weeks later, fishermen 
found Adam’s decapitated head. They 
never found his body. He was 6 years 
old. 

Last year, after 27 years of not know-
ing who killed their son, police an-
nounced that Adam’s murderer was a 
serial killer who had died a decade ear-
lier while serving five life sentences in 
prison. Ottis Toole was his killer’s 
name, and although we know this 
knowledge did not take away the 
Walshes’ pain, we hope that it gave 
them some peace of mind and a sense of 
justice. 

Even during the years of unanswered 
questions, John Walsh turned his loss 
into advocating on behalf of children. 
He helped fight for the passage of the 
important Federal legislation, such as 
the Missing Children’s Act of 1982 and 
the Missing Children’s Assistance Act 
of 1984. 

The Missing Children’s Assistance 
Act of 1984 established a national re-
source center and a clearinghouse for 
missing and exploited children, thus 
creating the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children. President 
Reagan officially opened the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren on June 13, 1984. Twenty-five 
years later, we thank John Walsh for 
his pioneer efforts and recognize the 
center for their work on behalf of 
America’s children. 

We celebrate today that, since 1990, 
the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children’s recovery rate of 
missing children has increased from 62 
percent to 97 percent. Many children 
owe their rescue to the center, and 
many parents are grateful for the re-
turn of their kids, thanks to the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children. 

This legislation is sponsored by both 
the Victims’ Rights Caucus and the 
Caucus for Missing and Exploited and 
Runaway Children. I would like to 
thank my friend and fellow co-Chair of 
the Victims’ Rights Caucus, JIM COSTA, 
and the co-Chairs of the Missing and 
Exploited Children’s Caucus, JUDY 

BIGGERT, BART STUPAK, ZOE LOFGREN 
and FRANK WOLF. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

Mr. TONKO. Does the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania have any further 
speakers? 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, yes, I 
do. I have at least two additional 
speakers. 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve my time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the distinguished 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE). 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to support this resolution. I think, in 
recognizing the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children here on 
its 25th anniversary, it is time for us to 
reflect on just what a role it played in 
terms of increasing the recovery rate 
over time of missing children. 

If you think about the last 25 years 
and the fact that 138,000 missing chil-
dren have been recovered, returned to 
their families, but that in the early 
years that rate ran at 62 percent and 
now that rate is up to 97 percent, you 
begin to get an appreciation for just 
what the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children were able to do 
for humanity, for these children, for 
these families. 

As mentioned, it was officially 
opened in June of 1984 by President 
Ronald Reagan, and since its inception, 
it has become the leading organization 
worldwide dealing with the issue of 
missing and exploited kids. 

I’ve been pleased to support many of 
the initiatives that it’s worked for, in-
cluding: 

The Jacob Wetterling Crimes Against 
Children Registration Act, which was 
in 1994, and it mandated that sex of-
fender registries be established in 
every State; 

Megan’s Law of 1996, which mandated 
that every State provide community 
notification when dangerous sex of-
fenders are released, was driven by the 
push from the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children; 

The PROTECT Act of 2003, which cre-
ated a national AMBER Alert Program 
and strengthened law enforcement’s 
ability to punish violent criminals who 
prey upon children; 

And, of course, the Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act of 2006, 
which created a national sex offender 
public database. And it’s because of 
that work over the years that that rate 
is up to 97 percent today. 

Now, despite all that’s been accom-
plished, I’m sure there is much more 
that can be done, should be done. I con-
gratulate the NCMEC for its 25th anni-
versary. I congratulate it for its work 
on behalf of so many child recoveries 
to date. 

And let this resolution remind us 
that there is nothing more important 
than the safety of our Nation’s chil-
dren, and that the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children has 
done such great work in this regard. 
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Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I con-

tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I am 
honored to yield to the distinguished 
gentleman from California (Mr. DANIEL 
E. LUNGREN), who played an important 
role in the foundation and formation of 
the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children in 1984, as much 
time as he may consume. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, it is hard to 
believe that it was 25 years ago that 
this Congress worked to facilitate the 
establishment of the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children. 

I recall being on the subcommittee of 
the Judiciary Committee when John 
Walsh and his wife testified before us. 
It was at a time when they did not 
know who had murdered their child. 

It was at a time in this country 
where we specifically prohibited the 
use of the FBI in attempting to partici-
pate in any activities to try and find 
missing children. We had a statutory 
delay for any participation by the FBI. 
There was a lack of coordination that 
was not only in existence, but was pro-
moted by law at that time. 

And I recall, after John Walsh and 
his wife testified before us, the shrug-
ging of shoulders by some who basi-
cally had to tell the Walshes that there 
was nothing that we could do here on 
the Federal level. 

John Walsh and his wife did not take 
that as an answer. They spoke to many 
of us here in the Chamber, but actually 
those of us on the subcommittee and 
committee at that time, and chal-
lenged us to try and find a way to 
make it possible that we could have a 
seamless web between the Federal Gov-
ernment, the State government and 
local government when the question 
was a missing child. And the strength 
and persistence of that couple, com-
bined with others who joined them 
around the country was extraordinary 
at that time. 

It seems so commonplace now for us 
to talk about the 25th anniversary of 
the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. It seems so com-
monplace for us to talk about hundreds 
of thousands of children being reported 
missing yearly, and the fact that there 
was almost a collective shrug of the 
shoulder at that time saying, it is a 
terrible tragedy, but there’s nothing 
we can do about it. 

It seems so commonplace now that 
when a child is missing, with all of the 
various laws that have followed after 
the creation of the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, that 
almost instantaneously you have law 
enforcement across the board commu-
nicating with one another and creating 
a mechanism by which there can be the 
exchange of information and the en-
couragement of the exchange of infor-
mation so that we can find these chil-
dren. 

One thing we knew 25 years ago, and 
it remains the same today, the sooner 

you know that a child is missing, the 
better the chances are of being able to 
find that child. The sooner you have 
law enforcement involved, along with 
the communities, the better the 
chances are that you will have a suc-
cessful recovery of that child and a 
successful reuniting of that family. 

So I hope people understand why we 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children and that it has been 
the result of thousands upon thousands 
of people working for this effort. 

Had it not been for a single couple, 
the Walshes, who, out of tragedy, de-
cided to make something positive, had 
it not been for them coming here to the 
Congress and insisting that we look at 
this issue and insisting that there was 
something that can be done and insist-
ing that just because we used to do it 
the old way was no reason or no excuse 
for not trying to do something dif-
ferent, had it not been for them, we 
would not be celebrating the 25th anni-
versary, nor would we be celebrating 
the thousands upon thousands of suc-
cessful reunitings that have taken 
place around this country. 

So this is a wonderful recognition of 
the center, but I hope it will also be a 
tremendous recognition of the con-
tributions made by two wonderful 
Americans, the Walshes. 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I, 
again, urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote in support of 
this important resolution and com-
mend Mr. POE for his sponsorship, as 
well as Mr. LUNGREN for his important 
work in the foundation of the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of 
House Resolution 454, recognizing the 25th 
anniversary of the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children. 

In 1979, while on his way to school, 6-year- 
old Etan Patz disappeared from the streets of 
New York City. In 1981, 6-year-old Adam 
Walsh disappeared from a Florida shopping 
mall. The media attention and search efforts 
that resulted from these two cases focused 
the nation’s attention on the problem of child 
abduction and the need for a coordinated ef-
fort to address this problem. 

The National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, NCMEC, as it is called in ac-
ronym, was created by Congress in 1984, 
through the Missing Children’s Assistance Act. 
NCMEC works in partnership with the U.S. 
Department of Justice and is the nation’s re-
source center and clearinghouse for informa-
tion on missing and exploited children. Since 
1984, NCMEC has assisted law enforcement 
with more than 154,000 missing child cases, 
resulting in the recovery of more than 138,000 
children. 

NCMEC’s mission includes helping to pre-
vent child abduction and sexual exploitation; 
helping to find missing children; and assisting 
victims of child abduction and sexual exploi-
tation, their families, and the professionals 
who serve them. NCMEC provides assistance 
to families and law enforcement agencies in 

locating and recovering missing and exploited 
children, both nationally and internationally. 

NCMEC offers many services, including a 
24-hour call center. NCMEC’s toll-free national 
hotline, 1-800-THE-LOST, has handled more 
than 2.3 million calls. 

NCMEC also manages a distribution system 
for missing-child photos; a system of case 
management and technical assistance for law 
enforcement and families; training programs 
for Federal, State and local law enforcement; 
and programs designed to help stop the sex-
ual exploitation of children. 

NCMEC is the only private, non-profit orga-
nization that combines these resources to pro-
vide support to law enforcement, state clear-
inghouses, and parents working to find miss-
ing children. 

I stand in support of this resolution recog-
nizing the 25th Anniversary of the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children. I 
ask for my colleagues’ support. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the 

resolution before the House, H. Res. 
454, recognizing the 25th Anniversary 
of the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, is one that obvi-
ously brings with it many happy 
endings for at least 138,000 families. 

And while not all of the stories are 
those happy endings, the center has 
provided itself as a resource, as a net-
work that has devoted itself to the re-
connection of our youth to their fami-
lies. And so, with that outstanding 
record and with the concerns for miss-
ing children still alive and haunting us 
as a society, I strongly encourage a 
‘‘yes’’ vote on the resolution. 

I yield back my remaining time, 
Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TONKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 454. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1745 

CONGRATULATING AIRCRAFT 
OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIA-
TION ON ITS 70TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. BOCCIERI. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 472) congratu-
lating and saluting the seventieth an-
niversary of the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association (AOPA) and their 
dedication to general aviation, safety 
and the important contribution general 
aviation provides to the United States. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 
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