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gas. However, the majority party in
Washington would like to make renew-
ables more viable by increasing the
costs of fossil fuels through the pro-
posed cap-and-trade bill.

Now, last fall the House Republicans
had an important and major victory in
Congress. They led the way in remov-
ing a longstanding moratorium on the
Outer Continental Shelf. I would like
to see us move forward in producing in
the OCS, which estimates the project
has a net royalty worth of $1.7 trillion.
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Another area that shows great prom-
ise is my home State of Pennsylvania.
Eighty percent of Pennsylvania rests
upon the Marcellus Shale, which is
likely the third largest natural gas
field in the world. That’s literally hun-
dreds of trillions of cubic feet of clean-
burning natural gas that could power
our country for decades, bringing jobs
and all of the economic benefits with
it.

Just today, in The Wall Street Jour-
nal, there was an article on the mar-
ketplace page entitled, “KKR Invests
in Gas Explorer.” Within cap-and-
trade, we talk a lot about these renew-
ables that only exist because of the
subsidy that we’re putting into them.
This is a great article because this is
what America is all about in terms of
real science. It talks about the com-
pany KKR that has invested in gas ex-
ploration. It didn’t take stimulus
money. It didn’t take subsidy money
from the Federal government or from
any other level of government. It was
free market enterprise money for in-
vesting in natural gas because they
recognized the value of it.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, does the
gentleman from Pennsylvania have any
further speakers?

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I do not
have any additional speakers. I urge a
“‘yes” vote, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, routinely,
this Chamber is visited by many young
people, by many groups of young peo-
ple, reminding us that we are in need of
promoting and of advancing sound and
principled ideas and policies that will
be inherited by them, by their genera-
tion. They will inherit the good and
the bad works that we do, and they will
count on us for finding sound and rea-
sonable solutions.

That being said, I believe it’s very
important for us to advance the oppor-
tunity for them to have a sounder envi-
ronment. They have the right to
breathe cleaner air. We have within our
grasp the opportunity to reduce that
carbon footprint. We have the oppor-
tunity to go forward and to cut this
pattern of advancing $475 billion annu-
ally to foreign economies for fossil-
based fuels. We can do better with
green solutions, and we can advance
House Resolution 503, which allows for
us to promote physical education and
sports, which will advance the general
health and well-being of our students
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and which will give them stronger aca-
demic performance.

I strongly urge our colleagues to sup-
port House Resolution 503. I encourage
them to vote ‘‘yes’ on Representative
ALTMIRE’S resolution.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H. Res. 5083—Recognizing National
Physical Education and Sport Week.

This measure will signal to school districts
across the country that they must begin to
place health and wellness among their top pri-
orities when planning curriculums for the up-
coming school year. The rates of childhood
obesity, heart disease, and diabetes in this
country are unacceptable, and it is incumbent
upon local school systems to provide pro-
grams and education that will teach students
fundamental healthy lifestyle habits.

Therefore, | firmly support this resolution
and | commend my colleague Rep. JASON
ALTMIRE for bringing this measure before the
floor.

Physical education that takes place within
schools and incorporates nutritional guidelines,
physical activity, and a holistic approach to fit-
ness will not only reverse the alarming in-
crease in childhood obesity, but it will also re-
sult in a general decline in obesity and heart
disease among the general U.S. population.
As studies have shown, obese children have
a 70 to 80 percent chance of becoming over-
weight adults, further increasing their risk for
chronic disease.

Our nation’s minority communities are at
particular risk, as poverty, lack of education,
and diets high in fat and calories are all con-
tributing factors increasing the likelihood of
childhood obesity. During my visits to schools
and conversations with children and their par-
ents, | always emphasize the importance of
not only academic success, but also a healthy
lifestyle including physical fitness.

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative that we begin
to rethink our old paradigms about health. In
addition to treating the effects of unhealthy
lifestyle habits—heart disease, diabetes, and
chronic illness—we must enhance our efforts
to promote prevention of disease and encour-
age healthy living.

Redirecting our attention toward youth
health today will help children grow up to be
healthy and productive adults. This will also
reduce future healthcare costs. Therefore, |
am pleased to add my voice of support for H.
Res. 503. Moreover, | will be working with my
colleagues to make sure we continue to take
the necessary steps to educate our nation’s
children and adults about the importance of
healthy lifestyle habits.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back the balance
of my time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ToONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 503.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING AMERICORPS

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
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lution (H. Res. 453) recognizing the sig-
nificant accomplishments of the
AmeriCorps and encouraging all citi-
zens to join in a national effort to sa-
lute AmeriCorps members and alumni,
and raise awareness about the impor-
tance of national and community serv-
ice.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 453

Whereas the AmeriCorps national service
program, since its inception in 1994, has
proven to be a highly effective way to engage
Americans in meeting a wide range of local
needs, national response directives, and pro-
mote the ethic of service and volunteering;

Whereas, each year, AmeriCorps provides
opportunities for 75,000 citizens across the
Nation to give back in an intensive way to
their communities, States, and to the Na-
tion;

Whereas those same individuals have im-
proved the lives of the Nation’s most vulner-
able citizens, protect the environment, con-
tribute to public safety, respond to disasters,
and strengthen the educational system;

Whereas AmeriCorps members, after their
terms of service end, remain engaged in their
communities as volunteers, teachers, and
nonprofit professionals in disproportionately
high levels;

Whereas AmeriCorps members serve thou-
sands of nonprofit organizations, schools,
and faith-based and community organiza-
tions each year;

Whereas, on April 21, 2009, President
Barack Obama signed the Edward M. Ken-
nedy Serve America Act, passed by bipar-
tisan majorities in both the House and the
Senate, which reauthorizes and expands
AmeriCorps programs to incorporate 250,000
volunteers each year;

Whereas national service programs have
engaged millions of Americans in results-
driven service in the Nation’s most vulner-
able communities, providing hope and help
to people facing economic and social needs;

Whereas, this year, as the economic down-
turn puts millions of Americans at risk, na-
tional service and volunteering are more im-
portant than ever; and

Whereas 2009’s AmeriCorps Week, observed
May 9 through May 16, provides the perfect
opportunity for AmeriCorps members,
alums, grantees, program partners, and
friends to shine a spotlight on the work done
by members—and to motivate more Ameri-
cans to serve their communities: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) encourages all citizens to join in a na-
tional effort to salute AmeriCorps members
and alumni, and raise awareness about the
importance of national and community serv-
ice;

(2) acknowledges the significant accom-
plishments of the AmeriCorps members,
alumni, and community partners;

(3) recognizes the important contributions
to the lives of our citizens by AmeriCorps
members; and

(4) encourages citizens of all ages and
backgrounds and from each state to consider
serving in AmeriCorps.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous materials on House Resolu-
tion 4563 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the substantial contributions that
AmeriCorps has made towards national
and community service.

AmeriCorps began in 1994 as an effort
to engage Americans in the ethic of
service and volunteerism. The organi-
zation launched following the estab-
lishment of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service under
the National and Community Service
Trust Act. The initial class of 20,000
volunteers established an immediate
tradition of assisting communities
across the country. This tradition in-
volves improving the lives of the Na-
tion’s most vulnerable citizens, pro-
tecting the environment, contributing
to public safety, responding to disas-
ters, and strengthening our edu-
cational system.

We recognize the real impact that
AmeriCorps has and continues to have
on our Nation’s communities. Since
1994, more than 570,000 individuals have
served with the organization. These in-
dividuals have tackled some of the Na-
tion’s toughest issues, including illit-
eracy, gang violence, homelessness,
and drug abuse. They have worked with
thousands of organizations ranging
from Habitat for Humanity to the Red
Cross. After their terms of service,
these members remain engaged in their
communities as volunteers, as teach-
ers, and as nonprofit professionals at
disproportionately high levels.

In my district, in the capital region
of New York State, we have a large
AmeriCorps program with the Self Ad-
vocacy Association of New York. The
AmeriCorps members, all with develop-
mental disabilities, travel around the
State, giving presentations—promoting
the importance of self-advocacy for
people with disabilities, the general
awareness of disability-related issues
and the importance of full community
inclusion of people with disabilities.

This is important work, and I am so
pleased we have these volunteers back
home in my congressional district. We
realize that, as this current economic
downturn puts millions of Americans
at risk, the need for volunteers and na-
tional service will be more important
than ever.

The recently signed Edward M. Ken-
nedy Serve America Act expands the
AmeriCorps program to incorporate
some 250,000 volunteers each year. It is
important to recognize the commit-
ment of these volunteers so that future
generations will continue to support
the ideal of national service. The
strength of our Nation depends upon
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individuals who take action towards
building better communities.

We observed AmeriCorps Week May 9
through May 16. AmeriCorps Week pro-
vides current volunteers, alums, grant-
ees, program partners, and friends with
the opportunity to highlight the im-
portant work done by this great orga-
nization. It is a chance for us to thank
those individuals whose service to soci-
ety cannot be fully measured.

It is also a wonderful opportunity for
us to motivate future individuals to
pursue the ethic of service, whether in
organizations such as AmeriCorps or in
the various other service opportunities
that exist in our Nation. The ethic of
service is a manifestation of the great-
er ideal of democracy. The AmeriCorps
pledge begins: ‘I will get things done
for America to make our people safer,
smarter, and healthier.” It is impor-
tant that we recognize that service is a
civic duty. Not only do we express
gratitude for service, but we express
gratitude through service. When we ac-
knowledge the significant accomplish-
ments of AmeriCorps as an organiza-
tion, we affirm the importance of serv-
ice as a necessary component of any
democracy.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage everyone to
take a moment to appreciate the con-
tributions made by AmeriCorps. These
volunteers are the muscle of America,
and they deserve this recognition.

I want to thank Representative MAT-
Sul for bringing this resolution to the
floor, and I urge my colleagues to pass
this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PLATTS. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 453, a resolution
recognizing AmeriCorps Week observed
last month on May 9 through May 16.

AmeriCorps recognizes the individ-
uals who have chosen to participate in
the AmeriCorps program, and they
have dedicated a significant amount of
time helping others in local commu-
nities.

In 1990, President George Herbert
Walker Bush signed the National Serv-
ice Act, a network of national service
programs that engage Americans in in-
tensive service to meet the Nation’s
vital needs in education, public safety,
health, and the environment.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton signed
the National Community Service Trust
Act, which established the Corporation
for National and Community Service,
which brought the full range of domes-
tic community service programs under
the umbrella of one central organiza-
tion.

Finally, just a few months ago, Presi-
dent Obama signed the latest reauthor-
ization of the Corporation for National
and Community Service, a bill that
was developed and passed in a strong
bipartisan fashion in both Chambers.
This legislation builds on the reforms
to the corporation, started by the pre-
vious administration, to ensure addi-
tional accountability in national serv-

H6339

ice programs. This most recent legisla-
tion will also help smaller organiza-
tions participate in national service,
and it will ensure that the unique
skills of America’s veterans are well-
utilized.

AmeriCorps offers 75,000 opportuni-
ties for adults of all ages and back-
grounds to address a myriad of needs in
communities all across America, such
as tutoring and mentoring disadvan-
taged youth, fighting illiteracy, build-
ing affordable housing, and assisting
communities in times of natural dis-
aster. For example, in the last 3 years,
more than 4 million service hours have
been spent helping gulf coast commu-
nities recover and rebuild after Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita. That’s 4 mil-
lion hours of service made possible by
the organizations and by the individ-
uals who chose to participate in the
AmeriCorps programs.

This resolution recognizes one week
where we salute current and former
AmeriCorps members for their impor-
tant work. It also allows us to thank
all community partners who make it
possible for AmeriCorps members to
serve.

I want to take this opportunity to
thank my fellow cochairs on the Na-
tional Service Caucus, Representatives
MATSUI, EHLERS and PRICE, for intro-
ducing this resolution. I ask my col-
leagues to support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time as he may consume to the
distinguished gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. BROUN).

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I thank my
colleague of Pennsylvania for yielding
me some time.

Mr. Speaker, this bill encourages
Americans to support AmeriCorps.
There are some around the country
who would agree with that. There are
others who would not because there are
problems with AmeriCorps, such as
moneys that have been expended on
ACORN. Other funds and efforts by
AmeriCorps volunteers have been uti-
lized in campaigns, which I don’t think
is quite appropriate, particularly when
we’re trying to promote volunteerism.

Whether  people would  support
AmeriCorps or not, I think that there
is another issue that, if the American
people were to fully comprehend and
understand, the vast majority of this
country would not support. It’s what
the liberals in this Congress are calling
cap-and-trade legislation. I call it tax-
and-cap legislation because that’s what
it’s all about. It’s about taxes. In fact,
the President recently said, if this bill
were not passed, he would not have the
money to fund his socialized medicine
program for which he is actually push-
ing very hard and for which he wants
passed by the end of this year.

Now, socialized medicine is going to
take people’s choices away. It’s going
to take their choices of doctors away,
their choices of hospitals, their choices
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of what medications they can utilize,
whether they can even have a proce-
dure or have surgery that is so des-
perately needed. It’s going to be a pro-
gram that’s going to literally kill peo-
ple because it’s going to deny them
care that’s desperately needed.

So this tax-and-cap legislation—
‘“‘cap-and-trade’ as it’s called—is about
money. It’s not about the environment.
It’s about money. It’s about more funds
being brought into the Federal govern-
ment to foster what I call a ‘‘steamroll
of socialism” that’s being shoved down
the throats of the American people. It’s
going to slay the American economy.
It’s going to cost jobs.

The President has talked about using
Spain as the icon for what we should
look at. Well, in Spain, the icon that
the President looks to, we have already
seen that for every single green job
that it has produced another 2.2 jobs,
which were real jobs, permanent jobs,
were destroyed.

In my congressional district in
northeast Georgia, right now, today, in
many counties, we have an unemploy-
ment rate of nearly 14 percent. The na-
tional average is over 9 percent. In
northeast Georgia, it’s higher, much
higher. I have manufacturing entities
within my district that tell me, if this
cap-and-trade/tax-and-cap legislation is
passed, they’re going to lock the doors,
and the unemployment rate in north-
east Georgia is going to go up mark-
edly from what it is today, which is
roughly 14 percent. I think we’re going
to see 18 percent, 20 percent, maybe 25
percent unemployment in northeast
Georgia because of one bill, because of
one bill that is being pushed down the
throats of the American people: this
cap-and-tax—‘‘tax-and-cap’® as I call
it—cap-and-trade legislation, the Wax-
man-Markey bill.
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It’s going to be disastrous for the
American economy, it’s going to be dis-
astrous for American workers, and it’s
going to be disastrous for the poor and
those who are on limited incomes.

Why do I say that? Well, I say that
because every single person in this
country utilizes energy. Every single
person, when they flip on their light
switch, their electric bill is going up.
Every single person in this country is
dependent upon gasoline or diesel fuel.
Why? Even if they don’t have a car,
even if they use public transportation,
it is gasoline and diesel fuel that moti-
vates America. But it’s more than
that. Groceries don’t grow in the gro-
cery store. Grocery prices are going to
go up markedly because of this tax-
and-cap legislation. Every single good
and service in this country is going to
go up because of this tax-and-cap legis-
lation.

Now I'm a conservationist. I fought
in the conservation movement for a
long period of time. We have to be good
stewards of our environment. There’s
no question. I want clean air and clean
water just as much as the most ardent,
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rabid environmental activist in this
country. I'm a physician, and I know
what dirty air does to my patients who
have chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease or chronic asthma and lung dis-
eases. We must have clean air. We can
do that, but we can do that without de-
stroying our economy. We can do that
without costing American jobs.

All we’re going to do is run jobs over-
seas instead of having them here in
America. We ought to have public pol-
icy that grows our economic base, not
kills it. Tax-and-cap legislation would
kill it. We ought to have public policy
that stimulates the economy instead of
kills it. Tax-and-cap will kill it.

We are in a bad economic situation
today. People are hurting all over this
country. We are borrowing too much.
We’re spending too much. We're taxing
too much. We see the policy from this
administration and the liberal leader-
ship of Congress in both the House and
the Senate that is going to not only ex-
tend this current recession, but I be-
lieve it’s going to deepen it. I believe it
will even take us into a severe reces-
sion to the point of a frank, outright
depression. Tax-and-cap legislation is
going to be the locomotive that takes
us down those tracks, and it’s going to
be a high-speed train taking us toward
economic ruin. That high-speed train is
going to run off a cliff, and it’s going to
take the American economy and the
American people with it. It’s going to
kill small business. It’s going to kill
big business. It’s going to kill jobs. It’s
going to hurt poor people. It’s going to
hurt the elderly, those on limited in-
comes. It’s going to raise the cost of
medicine, raise the cost of health care.

And why are we doing this? It is so,
as the President himself has said, that
he can have the funds to create a big-
ger socialized medicine program and
other socialized programs, bigger gov-
ernment, bigger spending, more eco-
nomic doom and gloom that’s going to
be foisted upon the American people.
We’ve got to stop it. And if the Amer-
ican people realized what was hap-
pening, they’d stand up and say no to
cap-and-tax, cap-and-trade, what I call
tax-and-cap legislation, as well as the
socialized medicine program, the two
big things that this administration and
the liberal leadership in this Congress
are pushing. Both of them are going to
be disastrous. Both of them are going
to kill jobs. Both of them are going to
take away choices. Both of them are
going to destroy our economy. Both of
them are going to put our children and
grandchildren in severe economic peril.
And believe me, I believe it’s immoral.
I think it’s totally immoral because we
are robbing our children and our grand-
children of their economic futures.
They will live at a standard that’s
much below ours today.

We have a clear picture of where the
leadership in this Congress is taking us
and the way the administration is tak-
ing us. All we have to do is look in
Venezuela. This administration and the
liberal leadership in this Congress is
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going down the same road that Hugo
Chavez has taken the Venezuelans.
Venezuela nationalized their energy
systems. That’s exactly what we’re
trying to do here with cap-and-trade.
In Venezuela, Hugo Chavez national-
ized the financial institutions. We’ve
already done that. We’ve nationalized
Chrysler and GM, and they’re trying to
force Ford into the same trap. We’ve
nationalized the insurance industry.
We’re nationalizing everything of
major consequence in this country eco-
nomically. And now the Ileadership
wants to nationalize, federalize, social-
ize the health care system in America.

Now where is that train going to take
us? We’ve got a clear picture of that,
too. All we have to do is look in Cuba,
look in the Soviet-controlled Soviet
Union prior to them making their re-
forms and turning toward a more cap-
italistic system. But we can look at
Cuba. Cuba, prior to Fidel Castro tak-
ing over that government, was very
prosperous. Certainly they had prob-
lems, but not the problems that they
have today. In Cuba we have a very
rich elite, headed by a Marxist, Fidel
Castro. The vast majority of the people
in that country are struggling, very
poor, with no choices. That’s exactly
where we’re heading in America today
if we continue down this road, this
steamroller of socialism, this high-
speed train that’s going to drive us off
the economic cliff. We’ve got to stop it.

Republicans have offered alternative
after alternative. We had alternatives
to the housing crisis. The liberals on
the other side were obstructionists.
They wouldn’t let our alternatives be
heard. We had alternatives to the stim-
ulus bill. I call it the nonstimulus bill
because it has not and will not stimu-
late the economy. We had alternatives.
The other side were obstructionists.
They would not allow our ideas to be
heard or brought to this floor for de-
bate.

We’ve offered alternatives to the
banking crisis. But what have we done?
We’ve bailed out Wall Street. Repub-
licans have offered many alternatives
to bail out Main Street, but they are
not heard on this floor. Over and over
again, the other side has been obstruc-
tionist. They’ve blocked every effort
that we have brought on our side, from
the Republican side, to bring forth
commonsense, market-based free en-
terprise solutions that would not have
put our children and grandchildren’s
futures at peril. But the other side
have been obstructionists. They have
not allowed those things to be heard.
They have been buried in committee.
We introduced the bills. We had press
conferences. The Main Street media
around this country are very compliant
with the leadership on the liberal side
because they bury it and don’t even re-
port the alternatives.

We hear on the other side that the
Republicans are the Party of No. Well
actually we are the Party of Know, but
it’s K-N-O-W. We know how to solve
these problems in America. We know
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how to solve the banking problems. We
know how to solve the stimulus/eco-
nomic problems. We know how to solve
the environmental problems, the en-
ergy problems, the health care prob-
lems that America faces. But are our
ideas heard? The other side is the side
of no, N-O, because they say no to
every proposal that we’ve made on our
side.

The press also is the party of no, N-
0O, because they’ve not reported on any
of the proposals that we’ve offered, and
it’s not right. It’s actually going to be
disastrous to the American people, and
the American people need to stand up
and say no to this steamroller of so-
cialism. Stop this high-speed train run-
ning off the cliff of economic doom
that’s going to take our children and
grandchildren down into the chasm of a
poor economy, struggling to try to pay
off the debt for this totally inappro-
priate outright steamroller of social-
ism that’s being forced down the
throats of the American people.

We’ve got to stop it. And we can stop
it if the American people rise up and
say no to the steamroller, put a stop to
this high-speed train that NANCY
PELOSI’S driving and HARRY REID’S
driving that is going to hurt our chil-
dren, it’s going to hurt our grand-
children, it’s going to hurt America,
and I’'m not sure that we can recover in
the next 10 decades, century. It may
take that long to put us back on the
right track, if we can ever get back on
the right track.

We’ve seen over and over throughout
history societies destroyed because of
people doing things in a self-centered
manner, and that’s exactly what’s hap-
pening in this country today. We are
self-centered as a people. We need to
look at serving other people, particu-
larly our children and grandchildren,
put this country back on the right
track, and we can do that.

Former U.S. Senator Everett Dirksen
one time said, when he feels the heat,
he sees the light. The American people
need to put the heat on Members of
Congress in the House and the Senate
and say no to cap-and-tax, cap-and-
trade legislation, to the Waxman-Mar-
key bill. They need to say no to the so-
cialized medicine program that the lib-
eral leadership on the Democratic side
is trying to force upon us which will
take our choices away. They need to
say no to the steamroller of socialism,
no to big government, and yes to free
enterprise, yes to personal responsi-
bility and accountability, yes to small
business. We cannot borrow and spend
our way to prosperity. We have to
stimulate the economy by stimulating
small business. We have to have money
in the hands of small businessmen and
-women around this country to create
jobs. We have to have money in the
hands of the taxpayers so that they can
have money for a college education for
their children, buy clothes, buy food.

The bill just before this one was
about encouraging physical education
for our children. I'm a medical doctor,
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and I have seen over and over again
how fat and out of shape the kids in
this country are. But our economy is
going to be skinny and poor because of
a fat, bloated Federal Government that
the liberal leadership in this House and
this Senate are trying to force upon
the American people.

So the American people need to stand
up and say no to all these steamroller
of socialism programs, to the cap-and-
trade, to socialized medicine; and say
yves to the Republican alternatives that
will look to the free marketplace and
will stimulate the economy, get us
back on the right track and help us
have a strong economic future not only
for us today but for our children and
our grandchildren for the next decades
to come.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I do not
have any additional speakers, and I
would yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, if there is
a common thread woven through the
fabric of volunteers across this great
country of ours, it’s a sense of positive,
a positive spirit, a positive attitude,
positive energy going forward and
building stronger communities, en-
hancing the quality of life of American
citizens. Their deeds speak to our
needs.

So to focus effectively and most posi-
tively on the subject at hand, bringing
us to House Resolution 453, I will close
with my comments focused in great re-
spect for the volunteers of this coun-
try, the spirit of this House resolution.
I would suggest that they are that
muscle of America. They make a total
difference. They enhance the quality of
life of each and every American, and
the recognition of our volunteers
through AmeriCorps, the spirit of
House Resolution 453, should be recog-
nized and responded to by our col-
leagues. I would encourage a ‘‘yes”
vote on the resolution.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of House Resolution 453, which rec-
ognizes the significant accomplishments of the
AmeriCorps programs, encourages all citizens
to join in a national effort to salute AmeriCorps
members and alumni, and helps raise aware-
ness about the importance of national and
community service to our country.

AmeriCorps Week is celebrated each year
to honor the important work that AmeriCorps
volunteers provide to our communities.

This year, we celebrated National
AmeriCorps Week with a renewed sense of
purpose after the passage of the Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy Serve America Act. Already
we have seen a rise in AmeriCorps applica-
tions and a tremendous interest in national
and community service as a direct result of
this legislation.

The Serve America Act restores the promise
of our national service programs by expanding
the AmeriCorps programs’ volunteer capacity
from 75,000 to 250,000 volunteers across the
country, and reauthorizes the Corporation for
National and Community Service for the first
time in 15 years.

In my district of Sacramento, AmeriCorps
National Civilian Community Corps, or as we
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say NCCC, volunteers provide immense bene-
fits to our community and our region. Trained
in CPR, first aid, disaster response and fire-
fighting, NCCC teams have responded to
every national disaster since the program was
established.

As a Co-Chair of the National Service Cau-
cus, it is a pleasure to call attention to the tre-
mendous work of those involved at every level
and in every AmeriCorps program.

As a result of the great work of these volun-
teers, extraordinary things are happening all
around America. The service programs and
new initiatives help address some of our na-
tion’s toughest problems, from poverty and
unmet education needs, to natural disasters.

| urge my colleagues to continue to support
AmeriCorps volunteers and take this oppor-
tunity to thank them for their dedication to our
country and to their communities.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. | rise in support of
House Resolution 453 which recognizes the
significant accomplishments of the AmeriCorps
and encourages all citizens to join in a na-
tional effort to salute AmeriCorps members
and alumni, and raise awareness about the
importance of national and community service.

| want to commend my good friend from the
5th district of California, Ms. DORIS MATSuUI, for
introducing this important resolution. | also
want to recognize the cosponsors for their
strong support of House Resolution 453.

Ever since its creation in 1993 by President
Clinton, AmeriCorps has honorably served our
nation’s communities. | am also encouraged
by the recent decision by the Obama Adminis-
tration to increase the total number of volun-
teers in AmeriCorps to 250,000 by the year
2012, which further demonstrates that
AmeriCorps is fulfilling its mission and honor-
ably serving its purpose.

Today, this legislation honors the thousands
of volunteers who have selflessly served com-
munities in areas such as education, public
safety, health, and the environment. As a re-
sult of all their hard work and service, commu-
nities across the nation have benefitted tre-
mendously. For example, AmeriCorps has pro-
vided mentoring programs to children of incar-
cerated parents. The program recruits and
provides knowledgeable and caring mentors
for these children with parents in prison. In
2007, statistics show the program provided
mentoring to 93,400 children of incarcerated
parents, more than double its target goal of
36,000 children. In addition, AmeriCorps has
also been endorsed by a growing number of
higher education institutions. In the 2007 fiscal
year, 76 institutions matched the AmeriCorps
Education Award, an award that provides up
to 5,000 dollars a year to volunteers who dem-
onstrate  outstanding  service in the
AmeriCorps programs. This goes to show the
support the AmeriCorps is getting from higher-
education institutions around the country.

Back in 2003, | co-sponsored House Reso-
lution 2125, introduced by my friend, Ms.
RosA DELAURO of Connecticut, the Rite of
Passage Community Service Act, which cre-
ated a national network of service programs
that allowed for young people who were part
of community-based, after-school, and sum-
mer service corps programs to work with older
AmeriCorps members who could organize
service projects and act as mentors to new
AmeriCorps members. In the midst of this eco-
nomic downturn millions of Americans are
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without jobs and AmeriCorps can provide op-
portunities for many to become involved in
their communities and benefit our nation.

| recognize that there are still some areas
that need improvements, but the overall pur-
pose of AmeriCorps programs has been a
success. The program has become the num-
ber one catalyst for service and voluntary
work, in the country.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to an-
nounce my support for AmeriCorps and
to salute all AmeriCorps members na-
tionwide. Since AmeriCorps was cre-
ated in 1994, Texas has benefited from
over 22,000 young people serving a year
or more in our communities. Through
programs such as the National Civilian
Community Corps, City Year and
Teach For America, AmeriCorps volun-
teers address critical Texas needs in
education, public safety, disaster re-
sponse and recovery, and environment
preservation. These programs serve an
important role as they provide an out-
let for people to serve their country in
a manner that had previously not been
afforded.

In the last 14 years more than 500,000
individuals have served  through
AmeriCorps and have earned education
awards worth more than $1.5 billion,
making the dream of higher education
more attainable. This national service
program has provided opportunities for
growing numbers of Americans to serve
our nation.

AmeriCorps members serve thou-
sands of nonprofit organizations,
schools, and faith-based and commu-
nity organizations each year. With the
enactment of the Edward M. Kennedy
Serve America Act, which President
Obama signed on April 21, 2009, three
times as many American’s will now
have the opportunity to serve. This
program has engaged millions of Amer-
icans in results-driven service in the
Nation’s most vulnerable communities,
providing hope and help to people fac-
ing economic and social needs. With
the current economic downturn put-
ting millions of Americans at risk, na-
tional service and volunteering are
more important than ever.

Mr. Speaker, the AmeriCorps pro-
gram has done great things for Texas
and the country as a whole. I am in-
deed honored to support the significant
accomplishments of this wonderful pro-
gram which represents the very best of
the United States of America.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back the balance
of my time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ToNKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 453.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.
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SUPPORTING INTERMEDIATE
SPACE CHALLENGE

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 411) supporting the
goals and ideals of the Intermediate
Space Challenge in Mojave, California.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 411

Whereas the Intermediate Space Challenge
in Mojave, California, is a program designed
to capture the imagination of youths regard-
ing outer space;

Whereas the aspiration of the Intermediate
Space Challenge is to introduce, instill, and
energize youths’ interest in the engineering,
mathematics, and science career fields;

Whereas the Intermediate Space Challenge
focuses on 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students
during their formative years;

Whereas the Intermediate Space Challenge
provides students the opportunity to visit
the Mojave Air and Space Port, a 3,300 acre
flight research center;

Whereas aviation legends and private space
pioneers such as Burt Rutan, Dick Rutan,
Brian Binnie, and Mike Melvill have worked
with and spoken to students participating in
the program;

Whereas the Intermediate Space Challenge
enables students to work together in a team
environment to choose a team name, create
team banners, craft an essay, and develop
and use their math and science skills to con-
struct and launch a small rocket under ap-
propriate supervision; and

Whereas the program judges student rock-
et teams on banner designs, essays, and
rocket construction and performance: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of the In-
termediate Space Challenge;

(2) commends the volunteers who run the
Intermediate Space Challenge and the Mo-
jave Air and Space Port for opening its facil-
ity to the young leaders of the future in the
science and engineering fields; and

(3) encourages teachers and school admin-
istrators across the country to implement
similar programs to stimulate students and
infuse them with a love of engineering,
mathematics, and science.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I request 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on House Resolution
411 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

June 9, 2009

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
the goals and ideals of the Inter-
mediate Space Challenge in Mojave,
California. The Intermediate Space
Challenge Program captures children’s
imaginations as it relates to science,
math, space, and experimental learn-
ing.

The competition began in response to
the Ansari X Prize manned spaceflight
contest in 2004, won by Mojave’s own
SpaceShipOne in 2004. In twin flights
from the Mojave Air and Space Port,
the spacecraft designed by Burt Rutan
took pilots Mike Melvill and Brian
Binnie to space and back, claiming a
$10 million prize.

Marie Walker originally founded the
Intermediate Space Challenge. She co-
ordinated with Stu Witt, Mojave Air-
port’s general manager, and they
planned the first challenge in 2004. It
has been a great success in the Mojave
community. Now in its fifth year, stu-
dents look forward to the annual com-
petition, with younger students antici-
pating the time when they are old
enough to participate.

The Intermediate Space Challenge
hosts a student rocket launch competi-
tion, where fourth, fifth, and sixth-
grade students compete to build a
model rocket that reaches the highest
point during launches. Points are
awarded on rocket altitude, color, mar-
keting strategy, and spirit. In some
cases, the handmade rockets reach up
to 600 before parachuting downward.

Individual awards are given in each
category, with the overall winner an-
nounced at the end of the event. The
challenge allows students to work in
teams, create a team banner, craft an
essay, and develop their small rocket.
During the events, many of the stu-
dents get a chance to view professional
rockets and hear how they operate.

The Intermediate Space Challenge
fosters great interest in science, in
technology, in engineering, and in
math among these students and cer-
tainly is expected to serve to develop
the next great aerospace adventurer of
our time.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express
my support for this resolution, and I
want to thank Representative MCCAR-
THY for bringing this resolution for-
ward. I urge my colleagues to vote
““‘yes’ on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this resolution, especially in light of
our critical need for additional sci-
entists, mathematicians, engineers and
related professions. This program that
we are recognizing through this resolu-
tion is so important to encouraging
young people to pursue study in these
fields.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of
House Resolution 411, a resolution supporting
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