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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

One God and Father of all, we ask 
You to renew Your spirit within us and 
lift up this Nation in confidence, in de-
termination and transformative think-
ing. 

Members of Congress are distinctly 
unique individuals representative of 
America. They are not only racially, 
religiously and politically different; 
they are personally and philosophically 
different, one from another, closest to 
their families and the people of their 
districts. 

Yet by coming here, they are called 
to form one body, to guide and protect 
this Nation as a whole. By unfolding 
before their very eyes the depth and 
variety of human needs and by seeking 
a common response to economic and 
social concerns, may they become Your 
instrument to breathe hope in Your 
people and sustain perseverance in the 
historical institutions of this great Na-
tion, both now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
PAULSEN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PAULSEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

AIRSPACE REDESIGN OVER CON-
NECTICUT, NEW YORK AND NEW 
JERSEY 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to talk about the FAA’s redesign of the 

airspace over Connecticut, New York 
and New Jersey. Plans for this redesign 
have moved forward, certainly in my 
district, without proper and appro-
priate input from the stakeholders and 
from my constituents affected by this 
move. 

Planes are being rerouted to fly over 
southwestern Connecticut upon de-
scent into New York’s airports, and my 
constituents have been subjected to un-
necessary and unprecedented levels of 
noise in their homes and places of busi-
ness. A day does not go by that I don’t 
hear this concern from my constitu-
ents. 

Later this week I will be submitting 
an amendment along with my col-
leagues Congressman SESTAK and Con-
gressman ENGEL during floor consider-
ation of H.R. 915, the FAA reauthoriza-
tion bill. This amendment will call 
simply for a cost-benefit analysis to be 
performed before the redesign proceeds 
any further. 

The amendment will require the cost- 
benefit analysis to take into account 
direct costs as well as the indirect 
costs of alleviating the noise that so 
affects my constituents. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense amendment to the FAA 
reauthorization bill. 

f 

MEDICAL RIGHTS ACT 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, many are 
concerned about waiting lines that 
would come with a government health 
care program, and their fears are well- 
founded. Canada and Europe restrict 
care for patients, especially the elder-
ly. 

The President has outlined three 
principles for his bill: lower cost, 
choice and access. I support these 
goals; and to back them, the President 
should also endorse the Medical Rights 
Act. 

Congressman DENT and I will intro-
duce the Medical Rights Act tomorrow. 
Our legislation is founded on this: The 
Congress should make no law that 
blocks the decisions of American pa-
tients made with their doctor. 

If patients are our prime focus, then 
their rights should be protected in law. 
If we do not enact the Medical Rights 
Act, patients will be at risk when the 
government denies care, as routinely 
happens in Canada. 

Once denied government care, many 
Canadians find doctors in America. If 
Congress orders the government to 
take over America’s health care sys-
tem, then where will we be able to 
drive once denied from a government 
health care system? 

To prevent the mistakes of Canada 
and Britain, Congress should enact the 
Medical Rights Act. 

REDUCING THE DEFICIT 
(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress and the President continue to 
work together to strengthen our econ-
omy and begin the process of reducing 
the mountain the debt that has accu-
mulated over the past 8 years. 

We enacted a budget that reduces the 
deficit by two-thirds over the next 4 
years and by hundreds of billions over 
the next year alone. We made the nec-
essary hard choices to dig our way out 
of the hole we inherited by eliminating 
programs that don’t work and holding 
government contractors accountable 
for every penny they spend. 

We are addressing the issues that are 
driving our long-term deficit. By mak-
ing health care more affordable for 
every American, reducing our depend-
ence on foreign oil, and improving our 
education system to be more globally 
competitive, we’re taking the nec-
essary steps today to ensure that we 
correct the fiscal mistakes of the past 
and don’t just send the bill along to fu-
ture generations. 

f 

CLOSING AUTOMOBILE 
DEALERSHIPS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, recently 
the President’s automobile task force 
eliminated more than 3,000 Chrysler 
and GM dealerships nationwide. These 
dealerships are small businesses with 
an average of 52 good-paying jobs each. 

So the actions by the Federal Gov-
ernment, not the private auto indus-
try, just put over 150,000 people out of 
work with the wave of a government 
wand. Most troubling is that the gov-
ernment’s decision on which dealers 
would close appears to be arbitrary, 
and the reasons are not being shared 
with the public. 

In my district, a long-time local 
dealer, Bill Mason’s Chrysler Jeep in 
Excelsior, was given 30 days by the 
President’s auto task force to shut its 
doors. Thirty days. It didn’t matter 
that he built the business, owns the 
land and provides good-paying jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, it is wrong to let Wash-
ington bureaucrats pick winners and 
losers without public notice at the ex-
pense of thousands of jobs. 

f 

RESTORING FISCAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats have been committed to fiscal re-
sponsibility since taking control of the 
House in 2007. The President’s budget 
calls for health care reform, job cre-
ation, a clean environment, energy ef-
ficiency, and college affordability to be 
completely deficit neutral. 
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We are constantly reviewing the 

progress and spending of our recovery 
programs to ensure a strong return on 
every public dollar spent. We’re also 
working to cut programs that don’t 
work or government contracts that 
don’t deliver for the American people. 
We’re working hard to reform our Na-
tion’s health care system, which will 
reduce the deficit, save money for con-
sumers, and improve efficiencies in the 
health care system. 

In a key step, we scheduled oversight 
hearings and carefully reviewed all 
Federal spending within the commit-
tee’s jurisdiction to eliminate waste, 
fraud and abuse. 

I applaud President Obama and the 
Democratic Congress for taking these 
critical steps and we will continue 
working with him to reduce our Na-
tion’s deficit and debt. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE WILKES VFW 
POST 1142 HONOR GUARD 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the Wilkes County, 
North Carolina, VFW Honor Guard. 
This band of brothers has faithfully 
served the veterans and families of 
Wilkes County for the past 12 years by 
honoring the lives of deceased veterans 
in Wilkes County. 

Every member of the Honor Guard 
volunteers his time throughout the 
year to execute the Honor Guard’s pri-
mary duty of performing military fu-
neral rights for deceased veterans. 
Their commitment to those who have 
served our Nation demonstrates that 
they not only understand and revere 
the life of sacrifice chosen by those 
who serve in the Armed Forces, but 
they also know the toll military serv-
ice takes on the family of veterans. 

In paying their respects to deceased 
veterans, the Wilkes VFW Honor Guard 
is offering a tangible thank you to vet-
erans’ families and also preserving an 
American tradition of marking the 
death of veterans with dignity and re-
spect. 

I commend the Wilkes VFW Honor 
Guard members for their selfless serv-
ice to their community and their Na-
tion. They are true patriots. 

f 

55TH ANNIVERSARY OF BROWN V. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday 
this Nation recognized the 55th anni-
versary of a great Supreme Court 
case—Brown v. Board of Education of 
Topeka. That case overruled a case 
called Plessy v. Ferguson, which legal-
ized segregation in this country. 

The people who brought about the 
Brown v. Board of Education effort did 
much to start the civil rights move-

ment and kindled a spirit and a spark 
in America that has led to more equal 
justice and a better nation that we are 
continually improving upon. 

John Hope Franklin, who recently 
died and has been honored by this 
House, researched the law on the sub-
ject; and Thurgood Marshall, who later 
became a United States Supreme Court 
Justice, argued the case on behalf of 
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. 

On this, the 55th anniversary of that 
historic case that kindled a movement 
in this country that went from the 
streets and the churches to this Con-
gress, we need to recognize those who 
have fought so valiantly for justice and 
liberty and civil rights in this Nation. 
I appreciate their efforts and what 
they’ve done for our Nation. 

f 

CALIFORNIA BAILOUT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
State of California boasts the highest 
tax rates, the highest number of unem-
ployed residents, the lowest credit rat-
ing and largest deficit in the United 
States of America. 

Businesses are leaving the State in 
droves because the tax burden con-
tinues to hammer them. Spendacrats 
in California have been running their 
State for decades, just like the new left 
government in D.C. wants to run the 
entire country: tax and borrow and 
spend and spend. 

Some spendacrats in D.C. want the 
American taxpayer to bail out Cali-
fornia by cosigning a guarantee for 
their municipal bonds, placing the full 
faith and credit of the United States 
taxpayer on the hook. 

Texas taxpayers and other States 
with responsible government shouldn’t 
be forced to send their money to a 
State that mismanages its money, 
wastes its resources and spends money 
it doesn’t have on programs that don’t 
work. Why doesn’t California cut its 
spending binge and addiction to gov-
ernment programs rather than expect 
the rest of us to bail them out? 

Next we’ll hear that taxpayers will 
make money off the California bailout 
investment, just like we were promised 
would happen with all the money we 
gave Wall Street. Yeah, right. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

FOCUS ON RENEWABLE ENERGY 

(Mr. TEAGUE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TEAGUE. In 2007 when I an-
nounced that I would be running for 
Congress, people were surprised to find 
an oilman like myself campaigning on 
a platform that emphasized energy 
independence through a focus on re-
newable energy. But I told people in 
Hobbs, Roswell, Carlsbad and across 
southern New Mexico that technologies 
like wind, solar and biofuels were not 

only good for the environment but 
would also create jobs in our commu-
nities and bolster our national secu-
rity. 

One area in which we can do a lot of 
good is biofuels. My State of New Mex-
ico is fortunate to have several biofuel 
organizations on the cutting edge of re-
search. Both private companies and the 
national labs in my State are making 
excellent progress towards commer-
cially producing oil from algae and 
other green sources. 

The United States currently uses 20 
million barrels of petroleum each day. 
American biofuels producers are aim-
ing to reach 1 million barrels a day of 
biofuel production, which will really be 
sending a message to OPEC that Amer-
ica is serious about her energy inde-
pendence. 

f 

b 1215 

QUALITY SOLUTIONS FOR 
PATIENTS 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, over 
the weekend, I was privileged to give 
the weekly Republican address. And as 
a doctor, I’ve seen firsthand the dif-
ficult challenges that face health re-
form, and at first glance, the task real-
ly seems daunting. However, working 
together we can achieve real results for 
the American people. We can lower 
out-of-pocket costs for families and re-
duce the Federal deficit, which is bal-
looning out of control. We can increase 
the quality of care by increasing the 
choices and information patients have 
in order to work with their doctor, the 
doctor they choose to decide the best 
care possible. Let’s begin by ensuring 
families can keep their current cov-
erage, as the President has promised to 
do. Then we can work to lower the cost 
of health care by giving patients flexi-
bility and choice rather than one-size- 
fits-all, government-run health care. 
Working together, we can achieve real 
results and make health care more af-
fordable and accessible. 

We all agree, improving our system 
will make America more competitive 
and give families peace of mind. Let’s 
work together to put the doctor and 
patient back in control. 

f 

RESTORING FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, after 8 
years of economic policies that have 
left our Nation’s fiscal house awash in 
red ink, this Congress is taking impor-
tant steps to restore fiscal responsi-
bility. We inherited a fiscal and eco-
nomic mess that included soaring un-
employment, a record deficit and a 
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