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THE HONORABLE LOIS CAPPS 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. Speaker, I was not able to 
be present for the following rollcall votes on 
May 7, 2009 and would like the RECORD to re-
flect that I would have voted as follows: Roll-
call No. 237: ‘‘yea’’; rollcall No. 238: ‘‘aye’’; 
rollcall No. 240: ‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 241: ‘‘no’’; 
rollcall No. 242: ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 1728, MORT-
GAGE REFORM AND ANTI-PRED-
ATORY LENDING ACT 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
in the engrossment of H.R. 1728, the 
Clerk be authorized to correct section 
numbers, punctuation, and cross-ref-
erences, and to make such other tech-
nical and conforming changes as may 
be necessary to accurately reflect the 
actions of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GRIFFITH). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Massachu-
setts? 

There was no objection. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 454. An act to improve the organization 
and procedures of the Department of Defense 
for the acquisition of major weapon systems, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

b 1545 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE ACTIONS OF THE GOVERN-
MENT OF SYRIA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111– 
38) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency, unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice 
stating that the national emergency 
with respect to the actions of the Gov-
ernment of Syria declared in Executive 
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, and relied 

upon for additional steps taken in Ex-
ecutive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, and 
Executive Order 13460 of February 13, 
2008, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 11, 2009. 

The actions of the Government of 
Syria in supporting terrorism, pur-
suing weapons of mass destruction and 
missile programs, and undermining 
U.S. and international efforts with re-
spect to the stabilization and recon-
struction of Iraq pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue in effect the 
national emergency declared with re-
spect to this threat and to maintain in 
force the sanctions to address this na-
tional emergency. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2009. 
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LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Maryland, the ma-
jority leader, for the purpose of an-
nouncing next week’s schedule. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

On Monday, the House will meet in 
pro forma session at 2 p.m. On Tues-
day, the House will meet at 12:30 p.m. 
for morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for 
legislative business, with votes post-
poned until 6:30. On Wednesday and 
Thursday, the House will meet at 10 
a.m. for legislative business. On Fri-
day, the House will meet at 9 a.m. for 
legislative business. 

We will consider several bills under 
suspension of the rules. A complete list 
of those bills will be provided by the 
end of business tomorrow. 

In addition, we will consider H.R. 
2187, the 21st Century Green High-Per-
forming Public Schools Facilities Act; 
H.R. 2101, the Weapons Acquisition 
Systems Reform Through Enhancing 
Technical Knowledge and Oversight 
Act; and the fiscal 2009 war supple-
mental appropriations bill. 

Mr. CANTOR. I would ask the gen-
tleman what days he would think that 
the measures he discussed would come 
to the floor next week. 

Mr. HOYER. I think that the 21st 
Century Green High-Performing Public 
Schools Facility Act will probably be 
on the floor on Wednesday. The weap-
ons acquisition system and supple-
mental, I would expect the supple-
mental on Thursday or Friday, depend-
ing upon how our business proceeds. 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, as the 
gentleman has discussed next week’s 
schedule, I would like to ask the gen-
tleman if he could give the House and 
the public a sense of what to expect for 
the following week as well. 

Mr. HOYER. Well, we have a number 
of pieces of legislation. We have done a 
lot over this work period. We did the 

National Water Research Development 
and Initiative Act, credit card legisla-
tion, hate crimes, budget conference 
report, Mortgage Reform and Anti- 
Predatory Lending Act, which we 
passed, and the Fight Fraud Act, which 
we passed yesterday, and we did the 
predatory lending. 

In addition to the items that I al-
ready mentioned for next week, we will 
be keeping, obviously, in touch with 
the Senate as to what they are passing. 
We get a number of these items at con-
ference before we have a break on Me-
morial Day. We hope that will happen 
as well. 

But we have a number of items that 
will be pending. 

I hope to be able to move the D.C. 
vote bill, we are working on that, be-
fore the Memorial Day break, and we 
will see what the committees are able 
to report out in the coming week that 
we can put on the floor the last week. 

Mr. CANTOR. I would ask the gen-
tleman to follow up on the prospect of 
a vote on the D.C. bill and ask whether 
he could assure the Members on, frank-
ly, both sides of the aisle who are con-
cerned about the Second Amendment, 
whether there will be the necessary 
protections for the Second Amendment 
rights in that measure. 

Mr. HOYER. I think all of us are con-
cerned about the Second Amendment. I 
hope all of us are also concerned about 
600,000 citizens in the United States of 
America who have a Representative in 
this House who can’t vote. Unfortu-
nately, too many people, in my view, 
voted against that bill. 

So what we have now done is under-
mine the home rule rights of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, as well as preventing 
them from voting on this floor. I think 
that is very unfortunate. 

As the gentleman is well aware, there 
are, obviously, significant differences 
on the amendment that was offered in 
the Senate. We are going to be consid-
ering how we can try to get this bill 
through. Because the reality is, neither 
position might enjoy a majority in the 
final analysis, either in the Senate or 
perhaps here. 

So I am trying to figure out how we 
can give 600,000 of our citizens—an 
awful lot of us get up on this floor and 
we talked about how important it is, in 
the 1980s, behind the Iron Curtain, to 
get people free. We talk about, in Cuba, 
how it’s important to get people free. 
We talk about how it’s important, in 
some Middle East states, to give people 
a vote. 

But here, in the Nation’s capital, the 
center of freedom and democracy, we 
do not have a representative. Unlike 
any other capital of any other demo-
cratic nation in the world, their rep-
resentative cannot vote in this par-
liament. 

I think that’s a tragedy. I think it’s 
a diminishment of our democracy. And 
I will tell the gentleman that I would 
hope that this House would rise up as 
one voice saying this is not right, and 
we will pass the D.C. voting rights. We 
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can deal with other issues that are 
very important, but it certainly seems 
to me that we ought to deal with that 
issue directly. 

Unfortunately, as you know, when 
Mr. DAVIS introduced that bill, a ma-
jority of your party, an overwhelming 
majority of your party, Mr. DAVIS 
being of your party, a leader in your 
party, did not support that bill. 

There is no doubt that the amend-
ment that was added in the Senate 
complicates its consideration here, 
which is why it hasn’t come to the 
floor a long time ago. But we are try-
ing to figure it out. 

Mr. CANTOR. My question was not to 
get into the substance of the D.C. bill, 
but just to make sure that those of us 
who are ardent supporters of the Sec-
ond Amendment rights would see that 
actually the citizens of the District of 
Columbia could enjoy those rights as 
well. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask the gen-
tleman about the omission of the cap- 
and-trade bill in his discussion for the 
schedule for the next several weeks. 
The reports have indicated that Chair-
man WAXMAN has now committed to 
bringing that bill that has been de-
bated, at least, in subcommittee, for-
ward, or at least beyond that sub-
committee, to the full committee in-
stead of the discussion in the sub-
committee. 

It has given some of our Members 
some cause for alarm because, you 
know, this is a significant shift in pol-
icy. Some of us are very opposed to 
what this bill would do and have the 
consequences in mind of what this bill 
would do. 

If we look, Mr. Speaker, at Members 
on our side of the aisle who are on that 
subcommittee who would like to have a 
say in the crafting of any legislation, 
especially in the area of energy, some-
body like JOHN SHIMKUS who has a dis-
trict that is very rich with coal, very, 
very concerning to him in terms of the 
economy and jobs. People like, on your 
side of the aisle, the gentleman from 
Louisiana, CHARLIE MELANCON on that 
subcommittee, very interested in in-
dustry; BARON HILL of Indiana, who 
also has big concerns on the coal issue; 
RICK BOUCHER, from my own State of 
Virginia. Southwest Virginia is abun-
dant with coal and natural resources. 
It would devastate that region if such a 
bill were to go forward. 

All of these Members, Mr. Speaker, 
do have a desire, I am sure, to be a part 
of the debate. 

I would ask, is it the leader’s inten-
tion that this is a good move? He is the 
leader. And his chairmen, one of them 
has decided to move the bill beyond the 
subcommittee. Is that something he 
supports? 

And then is it the intention, I would 
ask of the leader, to bring the bill di-
rectly to the floor once, I assume, it 
passes the full committee? 

Mr. HOYER. First of all, I want to 
say to the gentleman, the reason it’s 
not on the calendar for the next 2 

weeks, it was never intended to be on 
the calendar over the next 2 weeks. The 
intention, as I have articulated all 
along, and the chairman’s intention, 
was to have a target of marking up the 
bill in committee prior to the Memo-
rial Day break. So there was never any 
intention that a bill would be on the 
floor prior to the Memorial Day break. 

Secondly, I would tell the gentleman, 
I don’t know that the chairman has 
made a decision on whether to mark it 
up in subcommittee or mark it up in 
full committee. 

I do know that it’s going to be 
marked up in committee and open to 
an amendment in committee, open to 
debate and open to a vote. Now, wheth-
er it’s in subcommittee or full com-
mittee, that determination, as I under-
stand it, has not been made. But it will 
be, certainly, marked up in committee 
and subject to full debate. 

Mr. CANTOR. Returning to next 
week’s agenda, Mr. Speaker, for a mo-
ment, he mentions that the war supple-
mental will be coming to the floor, and 
it provides us with a chance, I know he 
agrees, to accomplish one of the most 
important things that we have to do 
here as a Member of Congress, which is 
to provide for the national defense of 
our country. 

And as the gentleman knows, many 
of us, most of us, if not all Repub-
licans, stand with this President in 
support of his strategy in Afghanistan 
and the general region, and Pakistan, 
Iraq, and we stand with the President 
in his support of our troops there. 

I know that there have been, Mr. 
Speaker, some agreements on the gen-
tleman’s side of the aisle as far as the 
issues having to do with timetables, 
the issues of having to do with cutting 
off funding, of transfer of detainees 
from the Guantanamo Bay detention 
center facility. 

So I assume, and maybe it’s an im-
proper assumption, Mr. Speaker, and I 
would ask the gentleman if he could 
comment, if he believes that he will 
need the help and bipartisan support to 
pass this bill that we are interested on 
this side in helping pass for our troops, 
is it his intention that we will have an 
opportunity to address some of these 
concerns on the floor, specifically if he 
could tell us whether an amendment 
such as that proposed by Mr. TIAHRT 
from Kansas and the Appropriations 
Committee banning any further appro-
priations being allowed in the area of 
transferring detainees from the Guan-
tanamo Bay facility? 

Mr. HOYER. The markup was just 
concluded. I have not reviewed the 
Tiahrt amendment, nor have I had dis-
cussions with the chairman regarding 
the rule and what amendments would 
be asked for or what amendments 
would be made in order. 

Very frankly, I will tell my friend, 
it’s not the majority that needs your 
help in passing this bill; our troops 
need your help in passing this bill, our 
country needs your help. And I appre-
ciate your comments that you support 

the President in his efforts in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. 

b 1600 

We are confronted with an extraor-
dinarily difficult situation, desta-
bilizing situation, dangerous situation, 
and this supplemental obviously is di-
rected at making sure that our troops 
have the resources they need to pursue 
the objectives that we and the Presi-
dent have given to them. We look for-
ward to having that bill passed with bi-
partisan support. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
Mr. Speaker, I would say that, just to 
reiterate my point, my sense is—and 
I’m not the one that counts votes on 
his side of the aisle, but as a former 
whip, I know he knows that there is 
some difficulty, and it is my hunch 
that without the support of Repub-
licans that the American people 
wouldn’t see the money flow to their 
troops. 

But I’d like to at this time, Mr. 
Speaker, if I could, yield to my col-
league from Illinois (Mr. KIRK). 

Mr. KIRK. The majority leader is 
correct: the committee just finished 
consideration of this legislation and 
the Tiahrt amendment. During our de-
bate, Congressman WOLF highlighted 
reports that he had received from law 
enforcement that three terrorists from 
the East Turkmenistan Islamist move-
ment were scheduled to be released in 
McLean, Virginia, last Friday. But for 
his objection, that might have hap-
pened. 

And so it gave an urgency to the 
Tiahrt amendment, since former Chair-
man WOLF, now Ranking Member 
WOLF, had received this report from 
local law enforcement in his district 
and was concerned that things were 
moving much quicker than otherwise 
we would have thought. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
Again, I would say to the majority 
leader, I think that that underscores 
the importance of a bipartisan effort 
here on this bill and, frankly, if he 
were to see coming forward a rule that 
would allow for us to have the disposi-
tion of these issues on the floor, I do 
believe the American people would be 
better served, and certainly our men 
and women in uniform. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY 
11, 2009 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday next, and 
further, when the House adjourns on 
that day, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, for 
morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
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