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would attend the May 16 graduation to
give that commencement speech. These
passionate students have helped put
Merced on the road to opportunity and
promise to inspire the educational
dreams of young people throughout the
Central Valley for generations to come.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
celebrating and honoring the historic
achievement of UC Merced’s first full
graduating class, the Class of 2009.

I would also like to take a moment
to thank the chairman of the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee, Mr. MIL-
LER, as well as his staff, for their hard
work, which has made the dream of
college a reality for so many students
across the country.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
support.

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, we
have no further speakers at this time.
I encouraging everybody to support the
resolution, and I yield back the balance
of our time.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, once
again, I call upon my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution honoring TUC
Merced in supporting its students, fac-
ulty and the families served, and with
that I would like to yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
PoL1s) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 396, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SUPPORTING NATIONAL PUBLIC
WORKS WEEK

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution (H.
Res. 313) supporting the goals and
ideals of National Public Works Week,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 313

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services have far-reaching ef-
fects on the United States economy and the
Nation’s competitiveness in the world mar-
ketplace;

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services play a pivotal role in
the health, safety, and quality of life of com-
munities throughout the United States;

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services could not be provided
without the skill and dedication of public
works professionals, including engineers and
administrators, representing State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, maintain, and protect the
transportation systems, water supply infra-
structure, sewage and refuse disposal sys-
tems, public buildings, and other structures
and facilities that are vital to the citizens,
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communities, and commerce of the United
States;

Whereas the Corps of Engineers, in part-
nership with public port authorities, pro-
vides navigational improvements that link
United States producers and customers with
national and international markets;

Whereas the public waterways, including
locks and dams constructed, operated, and
maintained by the Corps of Engineers, pro-
vide a safe, energy efficient, and cost effec-
tive means of transporting goods and serv-
ices;

Whereas the Corps of Engineers, in part-
nership with local public entities, provides
levees, reservoirs, and other structural and
nonstructural flood damage reduction meas-
ures that protect millions of families,
homes, and businesses;

Whereas a recent analysis of the state of
the United States infrastructure garnered an
overall grade of “D”’;

Whereas every $1 invested in public trans-
portation generates as much as $6 in eco-
nomic returns to the Nation’s economy;

Whereas the Nation’s public transportation
systems experienced record ridership levels
in 2008 with 10,680,000,000 passenger trips
taken;

Whereas infrastructure investment from
all levels of government and the private sec-
tor is currently $85,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas the capital asset program of the
General Services Administration is author-
ized annually to provide Federal employees
with necessary office space, courts of law,
and other special purpose facilities;

Whereas since 1972 the Nation has invested
more than $250,000,000,000 in wastewater in-
frastructure facilities to establish a system
that includes 16,000 publicly owned waste-
water treatment plants, 100,000 major pump-
ing stations, 600,000 miles of sanitary sewers,
and 200,000 miles of storm sewers;

Whereas the Pipelines and Hazardous Ma-
terials Safety Administration is charged
with the safe and secure movement of almost
1,200,000 daily shipments of hazardous mate-
rials by all modes of transportation and
oversees the safety and security of 2,300,000
miles of gas and hazardous liquid pipelines,
which account for 64 percent of the energy
commodities consumed in the United States;

Whereas the National Railroad Passenger
Corporation annually provides more than
28,000,000 people with intercity rail service;

Whereas 15 new runways, 2 end-around
taxiways, and 1 reconfigured runway have
opened at the Nation’s busiest airports since
2001;

Whereas 3 of the Nation’s busiest airports
currently have airfield projects (1 new run-
way, 1 taxiway, and a reconfiguration) under
construction to provide an additional 110,900
annual operations and to decrease average
delays by approximately 1.5 minutes per op-
eration;

Whereas in the report of the Department of
Transportation entitled ‘2006 Status of the
Nation’s Highways, Bridges, and Transit:
Conditions & Performance’’, the Department
confirms that investment in the Nation’s
highway, bridge, and transit infrastructure
has not kept up with growing demands on
the system;

Whereas the National Surface Transpor-
tation Policy and Revenue Study Commis-
sion report estimates that the United States
needs to invest up to $340,000,000,000 annually
for the next 50 years to upgrade the Nation’s
existing transportation network to a good
state of repair and to build the more ad-
vanced facilities the Nation will require to
remain competitive;

Whereas the National Surface Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Financing Commission
report estimates that, without changes to
current policy, revenues raised by all levels
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of government for capital investment will
total only 36 percent of the $200,000,000,000
necessary each year to maintain and im-
prove United States highways and transit
systems;

Whereas the National Surface Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Financing Commission
report also finds that there is a growing in-
vestment gap in the Nation’s infrastructure
that will total nearly $400,000,000,000 in the
years 2010 through 2015 and $2,300,000,000,000
in the years 2010 through 2035; and

Whereas public works professionals are ob-
serving National Public Works Week from
May 17 through 23, 2009: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Public Works Week;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve the pub-
lic infrastructure of the United States and
the communities that those professionals
serve; and

(3) urges citizens and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed to pay tribute to the public works
professionals of the Nation and to recognize
the substantial contributions that public
works professionals make to the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN) and the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
B00zZMAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Madam Speaker, I ask that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks on House
Resolution 313.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I
rise in support of this resolution and
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, each year during
the month of May, we celebrate Na-
tional Public Works Week. The public
works professionals that we recognize
today provide the country with essen-
tial services and keep our roads safe,
our drinking water clean, and our Na-
tion moving. House Resolution 313 hon-
ors American public works profes-
sionals and celebrates their work from
May 17 through 23, 2009.

The public works professionals that
we recognize today Kkeep our country
running in the most basic and funda-
mental ways possible. These profes-
sionals design, construct and rehabili-
tate our transportation system, water
infrastructure, levees, public buildings
and other structures and facilities that
are an intimate part of everyday life in
the United States.

It is appropriate to set aside 1 week
each year to recognize the role that
public works play in our daily life. Far
too often we take for granted clean
water or the method of transportation
that we use to get to work. In fact, we



H5126

do not begin to fully appreciate these
everyday conveniences until they fail
us. What happened in New Orleans
made the importance of public works
crystal clear to everyone. Their lack of
clean water, safe infrastructure and
basic human needs was a stark re-
minder that we need to be vigilant to
ensure that the citizens of our country
get the critical services they need in
their lives.

I visited New Orleans numerous
times following the hurricane, and I
want to encourage everyone not to for-
get New Orleans, because they still
have a ton of rebuilding that needs to
be done there and in the other gulf
States.

As our Nation’s infrastructure ages,
it is increasingly likely that more and
more elements of it will cease to be
productive without renewed invest-
ment. It is for this reason that we must
recognize the need to revitalize our in-
frastructure and find ways to make it
more efficient.

House Resolution 313 honors the tens
of thousands of public works profes-
sionals that serve the public quietly.
These are the professionals that keep
our country operating safely.

Madam Speaker, I support this reso-
lution and hope that all my colleagues
will support it as well.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, investment in the
Nation’s highway, bridge and transit
infrastructure has not kept up with
growing demands on the system. The
National Surface Transportation Pol-
icy and Revenue Study Commissions
reported that the United States needs
to invest up to $340 billion annually
over the next 50 years to upgrade the
Nation’s transportation network.

The Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure has jurisdiction
over our water transportation system,
which consists of 926 coastal and inland
harbors maintained by the Corps of En-
gineers and 25,000 miles of inland and
coastal commercial waterways. If we
do not keep our harbors and waterways
operating efficiently, we threaten our
economic prosperity.

To meet these needs, as well the need
for flood protection and environmental
restoration, passing a water resources
development act for 2010 should be high
on the committee’s agenda. According
to separate studies conducted by the
Congressional Budget Office, EPA and
municipal groups, the current rate of
capital investment will not keep our
wastewater treatment systems oper-
ational. State and local governments
are spending approximately $10 billion
a year in capital investments in waste-
water infrastructure. Most of this fund-
ing comes from the local taxpayers.
However, to meet the needs of commu-
nities all over the United States, our
Nation should be doubling that spend-
ing.

We can’t continue to take our waste-
water treatment facilities for granted.
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Not only are they critical to protecting
our health and the environment; they
are critical to protecting our economy
and our way of life. Public infrastruc-
ture plays a critical role in enhancing
our quality of life, improving our envi-
ronment and contributes to our eco-
nomic prosperity.

We take these systems and the pro-
fessionals, engineers and administra-
tors for granted. So it is important for
Congress to recognize the contribution
they make to ensuring America re-
mains the world’s premier economic
power.

I appreciate Mr. OBERSTAR in bring-
ing this resolution forward. I urge all
Members to support H. Res. 313.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I
yield as much time as she may con-
sume to Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Thanks to Ms. BROWN and Mr.
BoozMAN for handling this legislation
today. Today we considered House Res-
olution 313, recognizing National Pub-
lic Works Week from May 17 through
May 23, 2009.

The National Public Works Week is
celebrated in May each year. This reso-
lution pays tribute to the professionals
that design, build and maintain critical
elements of our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture. This body has always understood
the value of these professionals and
what they bring to our society. Profes-
sionals in the public works sector pro-
vide us with safe and efficient roads,
access to clean drinking water and
other essential services that keep our
country running.

It has become increasingly important
that Congress designate 1 week each
year to recognize those who work in
the public works sector. Many people
take for granted the public transpor-
tation system they use to commute
each day or the safe running water in
their homes. Far too often we do not
realize the importance of these systems
until something goes wrong.

At the beginning of this Congress,
the House passed a Kkey water infra-
structure bill, H.R. 1262, the Water
Quality Investment Act of 2009. And
this piece of legislation increases au-
thorization levels of the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund, grants provided
by the Environmental Protection
Agency to address combined and sani-
tary sewer overflows, as well as grants
for alternative water source projects.
These grants will go one step further to
ensure that every American has access
to clean water.

Madam Speaker, on February 17,
2009, President Obama signed into law
the American Reinvestment and Re-
covery Act. The legislation provides for
over $64 billion in investment in our
Nation’s highway system, rail system
and environmental infrastructure, not
enough but steps in the right direction.
It is investment in these areas as well
as other critical infrastructure areas
that will put America back to work
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and see us out of these troubling eco-
nomic times.

I'm grateful for the administrators,
engineers and servicemen who continue
to utilize their skills and dedication to
provide these essential services to us.

I support this resolution and urge my
colleagues to join me and give our pub-
lic works professionals the recognition
that they deserve.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
continue to reserve my time.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I
yvield back the balance of my time.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 313, supporting
the goals and ideals of National Public Works
Week.

H. Res. 313 recognizes the week of May 17
through 23, 2009, as National Public Works
Week and pays tribute to our public works
professionals. This week has been designated
by a variety of groups to celebrate those pub-
lic works professionals who keep our nation
running in the most basic and fundamental
ways.

These professionals protect our public
health, our economy, and our communities.
They design, build, and maintain vital trans-
portation systems, levees, sewage systems,
and public buildings that enhance everyday
life in our nation.

Today, we are all eminently aware of the fi-
nancial issues that Americans are facing.
What we are less aware of, however, is the
current state of our nation’s failing infrastruc-
ture. Critical elements of our highway system,
drinking water infrastructure, and wastewater
treatment facilities, are failing us in dangerous
ways.

To reinvigorate our economy, Congress
passed the American Reinvestment and Re-
covery Act of 2009. This landmark piece of
legislation invests in key infrastructure areas,
is currently putting Americans back to work in
the public works sector, and is improving the
state of our nation’s infrastructure.

The Recovery Act provides $64.1 billion of
investment in critical transportation and infra-
structure programs. These investments in-
clude:

$27.5 billion for highways and bridges;

$8.4 billion for public transit capital invest-
ment;

$4 billion for state water pollution control re-
volving funds;

$4.6 billion for water-related infrastructure of
the Corps of Engineers; and

$5.575 billion for federal buildings.

| am confident that investment in these
areas will put more of our nation’s public
works professionals back to work and improve
our economy. Just last week, the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure held a
hearing on the implementation of the Recov-
ery Act and found that as of March 31st, more
than 1,250 people have been put back to work
in 263 highways projects in 30 states.

As a result of our efforts, more than 1,200
families can rest more easily with the promise
of a paycheck, and can continue to make the
day-to-day expenditures that will help turn this
economy around.

This is the promise that Congress made to
the American people—to invest wisely in our
infrastructure systems and help the nation’s
economy recover.

We cannot underestimate the importance of
infrastructure investment. Quite frankly, the
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public works professionals that we are hon-
oring today protect our citizens, our economy,
and our communities.

Madam Speaker, | strongly support this res-
olution and urge my colleagues to do the
same.

Mr. BOOZMAN. After thanking the
chairlady for being here and Mr. OBER-
STAR for bringing this bill forward, I
urge support and yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CORRINE BROWN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 313.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SUPPORTING MOTORCYCLE
SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution (H.
Res. 269) supporting the goals of Motor-
cycle Safety Awareness Month.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 269

Whereas approximately 7,000,000 motorcy-
clists ride on our Nation’s roads and high-
ways to commute, travel, and recreate;

Whereas motorcycles are a valuable com-
ponent of the transportation mix;

Whereas motorcycles are fuel-efficient and
decrease congestion while having little im-
pact on our Nation’s transportation infra-
structure;

Whereas the United States is the world
leader in motorcycle safety, promoting edu-
cation, licensing, use of protective gear, and
motorcycle awareness;

Whereas the motorcycling community is
committed to decreasing motorcycle crashes
through licensing, training, education, en-
forcement, personal responsibility, and in-
creased public awareness;

Whereas, according to a comprehensive
study conducted on motorcycle crash causa-
tion in the United States the ‘‘Motorcycle
Accident Cause Factors and Identification of
Countermeasures’ (Hurt Report), in approxi-
mately two-thirds of fatal car-motorcycle
crashes, the driver of the car was at fault;

Whereas motorcycle awareness is bene-
ficial to all road users and will help to de-
crease car-motorcycle crashes;

Whereas May is designated as ‘“‘Motorcycle
Safety Awareness Month’’; and

Whereas the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration promotes Motorcycle
Safety Awareness Month to encourage riders
to always wear helmets and other protective
gear, never drink and ride, be properly li-
censed, and get training and to remind all
riders and motorists to always share the
road: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the contribution motor-
cycles make to the transportation mix;

(2) encourages all road users to be more
aware of motorcycles and motorcyclists’
safety;
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(3) encourages all riders to receive appro-
priate training and practice safe riding
skills; and

(4) supports the goals of Motorcycle Safety
Awareness Month.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN) and the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Madam Speaker, I ask that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks on House
Resolution 269.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I
rise in support of this resolution and
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 269, which
seeks to support the goals of Motor-
cycle Safety Awareness Month. I want
to thank the gentlewoman from Ari-
zona (Ms. GIFFORDS) for introducing
this resolution and bringing much-
needed attention to motorcycle safety
in our Nation’s roadways.

With May once again bringing warm
weather, highways nationwide will wit-
ness the seasonal rise of motorcycle
riders. The popularity of motorcycles
climbs every year, with motorcycle
registrations increasing by over 60 per-
cent from 1998 to 2005.

In anticipation of this rise in rider-
ship, it is important to educate the
public about motorcycle safety. Public
awareness of motorcycle safety bene-
fits everyone sharing the roads, not
just the motorcyclists, by reducing the
number of car-motorcycle crashes.

In 2007, motorcycle fatalities in-
creased for the 10th straight year in a
row. According to the National High-
way Traffic and Safety Administration,
there were 5,154 motorcycle fatalities
and 130,000 injuries in 2007. This tragic
statistic is much higher than the 2,116
fatalities and 53 million injuries re-
corded in 1997.

One of the most effective ways to re-
duce motorcycle crash fatalities is to
encourage riders to always wear a hel-
met. NHTSA estimates that helmet
usage saved the lives of 1,784 motorcy-
clists in 2007 and could have saved an-
other 800 lives if the motorcyclists
killed in non-helmeted crashes had
been wearing their helmet.

Throughout the month of May, safe-
ty groups across the Nation will host
educational events and media cam-
paigns highlighting these safety tools
and promoting safe driving practices.
Through these efforts, we can work to
reduce the number of preventable trag-
edies that far too often devastate our
communities.

While I was a State legislator, I
fought hard to keep helmet laws in
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place. But, sadly, my home State of
Florida now allows people to ride with-
out helmets. With greater freedom
comes greater responsibility. Motor-
cycle accidents without helmets in-
crease the insurance rates, burden the
health care system and cause great
pain for families.

I thank the gentlewoman from Ari-
zona for introducing this resolution
and urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting its passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I would like to
voice my strong support for H. Res. 269,
and I want to commend the primary
sponsor of this resolution, Dr. BUR-
GESS, from whom we will hear in just a
few minutes.

The resolution expresses support for
the goals of Motorcycle Safety Aware-
ness Month. As the weather gets warm-
er across the country, our Nation’s
highways will experience a very large
increase in motorcycle traffic. Because
of the increased ridership and potential
for accidents, each year May is des-
ignated Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month.

During the month, State agencies
and motorcycle organizations across
the country conduct a variety of ac-
tivities to remind all riders and motor-
ists to share the road. These activities
also encourage riders to be properly li-
censed, receive proper training, never
drink and drive, and wear protective
head wear.

As the popularity of this mode of
transportation increases, Motorcycle
Safety Awareness Month will continue
to help drivers of cars, trucks and mo-
torcycles consider the safety of all
users of the road.

In approximately two-thirds of fatal
car versus motorcycle crashes, the
driver of the car is at fault. The activi-
ties associated with this resolution will
help make all users of our Nation’s
highways safer.

Additionally, this resolution recog-
nizes the transportation benefits asso-
ciated with motorcycling. Motorcycles
are a fuel-efficient and congestion-de-
creasing mode of transportation, in ad-
dition to having little impact on our
Nation’s transportation infrastructure.

From a personal standpoint, Madam
Speaker, I will tell you that a couple of
years ago the youngest of our four chil-
dren, my son who is now 23, he bought
a used 1979 Honda motorcycle for, I
think, $625. Ever since that time, I
have read almost every day in the
Knoxville News Sentinel something I
never noticed before, and that is that
almost every day there seems to be a
serious motorcycle wreck and often a
motorcycle fatality reported on in our
local daily newspaper. I have expressed
my concern to my son about trying to
be as safe as possible, and I believe
thus far he is.
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