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The cap-and-trade legislation being 

considered in the Energy and Com-
merce Committee is based on a blue-
print of a plan put forward by a coali-
tion of outside groups called USCAP. 
USCAP claims to favor government 
regulation of greenhouse gasses; yet, 
one of the leading members of the 
group will receive a generous exemp-
tion in the legislation to build new coal 
power plants without the onerous re-
strictions that will prevent others from 
building. 

The majority are allowing industry 
members to write legislation that ben-
efits them in exchange for supporting 
their cap-and-tax plan that will raise 
energy prices for all Americans. That 
is hypocritical and it’s unethical. 

f 

ENERGY/BUDGET 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, the passage 
of the American Recovery Act made a 
down payment on a new clean energy 
economy, with $39 billion worth of in-
vestment in smart grid technology, en-
ergy efficiency, and our renewable en-
ergy sector, all of which will lower en-
ergy costs and create good-paying, per-
manent American jobs. 

Congress must match this reform and 
this investment with meaningful in-
vestments in our fiscal year 2010 budg-
et. 

To my friends on the other side of 
the aisle, let me say that I fiercely de-
fend the power of the free market. But 
for decades the energy markets have 
increased our reliance on foreign oil, 
quashed American innovation, and 
eroded our national security. It is 
time, way past time, for us as elected 
representatives to lead and take those 
steps necessary in this budget to fi-
nally move our energy sector to a clean 
American sustainable economy. 

f 

b 1215 

CAPTAIN FRANCES GREENE—LADY 
WARRIOR 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Frances Greene, charter member of the 
Greatest Generation from Beaumont, 
Texas, joined the United States Army 
in 1941, even before Pearl Harbor. 

When World War II started, it saw 
the Army Nurse Corps on the front 
lines of battle. Captain Greene was sta-
tioned overseas in the hot South Pa-
cific. And she clearly remembers her 
unit being bombed daily by Japanese 
planes. 

The 23-year-old nurse faced the war 
head on, and nurses like her were re-
sponsible for saving the lives of Amer-
ican soldiers and marines that caught 
the brunt end of battle. Because of 
these special saviors of soldiers, World 
War II had a record low post-injury 

mortality rate. Many of the injured are 
alive today because of Captain Greene 
and the other 59,000 wonderful women 
that volunteered to face the enemy in 
faraway lands. 

Mr. Speaker, at 91, Captain Greene 
still talks about her service to our 
country with deep patriotism and fer-
vor. She is an amazing lady warrior. 

Today I am proud to know Captain 
Frances Greene. We should honor her 
and all the women that served in the 
great World War II. They defended our 
country with their valor and helped 
bring our wounded home to America 
when it was over, over there. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

MORTGAGE REFORM IS NEEDED 
(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, Hawaii 
has some of the least-affordable hous-
ing in the country. Many of my con-
stituents have more than one job just 
to make enough to put food on the 
table and pay their bills. Others have 
lost jobs due to the bad economy and 
the downturn in tourism. 

Families are struggling to stay in 
their homes. In Hawaii, foreclosures 
are up 500 percent from a year ago, and 
one in 29 homes with high-cost loans 
are likely to go into foreclosure. 

Forestalling foreclosure is often an 
exercise in frustration for homeowners. 
Some people in Hawaii are 2 or 3 
months behind in their mortgages and 
are spending hours trying to reach out- 
of-state lenders in a different time zone 
to get their loans modified. To make 
matters worse, lenders tell them that 
their paperwork is lost and slap them 
with fees and penalties. 

We recently passed H.R. 1106 to help 
families like these restructure or refi-
nance their mortgages. We also need to 
pass H.R. 1728 to support counseling ef-
forts, provide foreclosure prevention 
assistance and strengthen loan stand-
ards. 

f 

MEDIA IGNORES GOOD NEWS FOR 
GOP 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
with a newly elected Democratic Presi-
dent, and a Senator recently switching 
to become a Democrat, the national 
media have tried to imply that Ameri-
cans have moved away from the Repub-
lican Party’s values and priorities. 

But the facts tell a different story. A 
new poll by the Pew Research Center 
shows Americans are, in fact, taking a 
conservative turn on issues like abor-
tion and second amendment rights. The 
number of people who support legalized 
abortion has dropped to its lowest 
point ever, and the number of people 
who say it is important to protect gun 
owners’ rights increased to its highest 
point ever. 

These numbers indicate a shift to-
ward, not away from, some of the core 
principles of the Republican Party. But 
you won’t see much in the media about 
Pew’s survey. It doesn’t support their 
liberal leanings. 

f 

CURB ABUSIVE AND PREDATORY 
LENDING 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of long overdue legis-
lation to crack down on predatory 
mortgage lending. This week the House 
will consider legislation to curb abu-
sive and predatory lending, a major 
factor in the Nation’s highest home 
foreclosure rate in 25 years and the pre-
cursor to the greatest economic down-
turn since the Great Depression. 

The Mortgage Reform and Anti-Pred-
atory Lending Act of 2009 prohibits 
lenders from steering borrowers to 
higher-cost loans and protects tenants 
who rent homes that go into fore-
closure. 

Mr. Speaker, the situation we find 
ourselves in did not happen overnight, 
but there is a new day dawning in 
America with this new President and 
this new Congress. By passing this leg-
islation, we will mark one more step 
toward restoring economic prosperity 
to all Americans by protecting con-
sumers, as we did last week with the 
credit card bill, and from the many vile 
and unscrupulous practices that have 
directly contributed to the mortgage 
crisis. 

f 

OPPOSE RELEASE OF UYGHURS 
(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
firm opposition to any decision by the 
Attorney General to release the 
trained terrorists known as Uyghurs 
from Guantanamo Bay into the neigh-
borhoods, that’s right, in American 
neighborhoods. I believe this would be 
a terrible decision that can needlessly 
endanger American citizens. 

If Eric Holder proceeds down this 
dangerous road, he has an obligation, 
an obligation, to the American people 
to release all of the information about 
the capture, detention, and threat 
posed by each detainee. If the Attorney 
General believes these trained terror-
ists pose no threat, then why not re-
lease all of this information to the 
Congress and, more importantly than 
even to the Congress, to the American 
people. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, why will the At-
torney General not allow career people 
in the FBI, DHS and CIA to come up 
and brief the Congress? It’s time for 
Eric Holder to make a decision to re-
lease this information. These trained 
terrorists should not be released into 
American neighborhoods. 
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HONORING MARK HEBERT 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to an old-fashioned 
newsman who delivered critical infor-
mation to the viewers of WHAS–TV in 
Louisville for the last 22 years. This 
weekend he retired his microphone and 
camera to work for the University of 
Louisville, and his reporting will be 
greatly missed. 

As a former journalist who moved on 
to another field myself, I can hardly 
begrudge him the change, but I can’t 
help but mourn the void it leaves. At a 
time when news is adapted to sound 
bites palatable to texters and 
twitterers, Mark was never content 
with what he found on the surface. 
Time and again, he peeled that prover-
bial onion until someone cried. 

I am proud to call Mark my friend 
and proud, too, that my former news-
paper, LEO Weekly, has named him 
Louisville’s best journalist. But if the 
accolades and friendship had an effect 
on him personally, you would never 
have known it professionally. I found 
myself the subject of his scrutiny on 
more than one occasion. We would call 
the stories positive at times and nega-
tive at others, but the words that al-
ways showed up were thorough, intel-
ligent, and fair. 

The loss for WHAS and local media is 
the university’s gain, but our entire 
community is better for his 22 years of 
reporting and the high standard of 
journalism set by Mark Hebert. 

f 

PREDATORY LENDING 

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to address the 
staggering rate of mortgage fraud and 
predatory lending in this Nation. 

As our country reels from the contin-
ued impact of the recession, it’s time 
to take action that will rebuild our 
economy in a way that’s fair and con-
sistent with our values. 

Mr. Speaker, this week we will con-
sider H.R. 1728, the Mortgage Reform 
and Anti-Predatory Lending Act. This 
bill is an important step toward pre-
venting the abusive and predatory 
lending practices that have contributed 
to the highest home foreclosure rate in 
25 years. 

The bill will outlaw many of the 
egregious energy practices that mark 
the subprime lending boom and bust. It 
sets a Federal floor, enabling States 
like my home State of Maryland to 
better protect consumers. 

Now, as we pick up the pieces in this 
recession, we must learn from our mis-
takes, by strengthening regulations of 
our financial system. It means that we 
must ensure that all consumers are 
treated fairly and that the mortgage 

lending industry must be transparent 
and accountable to our seniors, minor-
ity borrowers, and all consumers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1728 and additional re-
forms to stop mortgage fraud and pred-
atory lending. 

f 

EDUCATION FOR 21ST-CENTURY 
VETERANS 

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of the brave men 
and women who have served their 
country in uniform, many of them in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

We owe our veterans a debt of grati-
tude for putting their lives on the line 
for our country. However, I believe 
that we must show our gratitude, not 
only with our words, but with our ac-
tions. 

That is why I am pleased that all eli-
gible veterans can now take advantage 
of the 21st-Century GI Bill. Any mem-
ber of the military who has served on 
active duty since September 11, 2001, 
can receive up to 4 years of college tui-
tion, including money for housing and 
books. Eligible veterans include acti-
vated Reservist and members of the 
National Guard. And as of last Friday, 
they can apply online at the VA’s Web 
site. 

This new GI Bill will open up doors 
for thousands of veterans throughout 
western Pennsylvania and across the 
country, and I encourage all our vet-
erans to go online immediately to take 
advantage of the benefits they have 
earned. 

I offer my sincere gratitude to all 
who have served our Nation, both our 
soldiers and their families. 

f 

BRINGING COMMONSENSE REFORM 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION TO 
OUR FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, this 
week the House takes up the anti-pred-
atory lending and mortgage fraud leg-
islation. These bills are the next step 
as we work to rebuild our economy in 
a way that is fair and consistent with 
our values. 

The Mortgage Reform and Anti-Pred-
atory Lending Act of 2009 will curb 
abusive and predatory lending, a major 
factor in the Nation’s highest home 
foreclosure rate in 25 years. The bill 
would outlaw many of the egregious in-
dustry practices that marked the 
subprime lending boom and would pre-
vent borrowers from deliberately mis-
stating their income to qualify for a 
loan. The bill will ensure that mort-
gage lenders make loans that benefit 
the consumer and prohibit them from 
steering borrowers into higher-cost 
loans. 

This week Congress will also vote on 
legislation to create an outside com-
mission to investigate the causes of the 
current financial and economic crises 
in the United States. 

f 

LOOK INTO CAUSES OF ECONOMIC 
MORASS 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, as Con-
gresswoman WATSON was saying, we 
will vote this week on the Fraud En-
forcement and Recovery Act. That act 
will do several things, one of which will 
set up a commission to look into the 
causes of the economic morass that we 
are presently experiencing. 

Congress did that in the Great De-
pression, and it led to the reforms that 
kept this country safe for a long time. 
Then we fell to the arguments that 
were made, starting with the Reagan 
administration, about the free market 
and the free market which took us 
where we are today. 

The free market, unfettered, has 
caused this problem. But a study needs 
to be taken by the Congress, and that’s 
what that bill would do. 

It would also expand the abilities of 
several State governments and non-
profits to look into fraud and extend 
Federal fraud statutes to the TARP 
and to the Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act. People who fraudulently steal 
from the government or steal these 
funds are engaging in as un-American 
an activity as anybody could do short 
of espionage. 

I endorse the Fraud Enforcement and 
Recovery Act and hope that we could 
have a commission to get to the bot-
tom of what’s happened. This past 
week, Mr. Speaker, I watched ‘‘Wall 
Street,’’ the movie. It’s shameful and 
it’s today’s world. 

f 

INSULATION 

(Mrs. HALVORSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to bring light to a very im-
portant but often overlooked industry 
that can play a huge role in improving 
energy efficiency, both in our buildings 
and through greenhouse reductions on 
a wide-reaching scale: it’s mechanical 
insulation. 

Buildings are responsible for 40 per-
cent of U.S. energy demand and 40 per-
cent of all greenhouse gas emissions. 
Mechanical insulation, as it is used in 
mechanical piping and equipment for 
heating and air conditioning in indus-
trial, commercial and other types of 
buildings, can reduce over 37 million 
metric tons of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It can also generate more than 
$3.6 billion in industrial energy effi-
ciency, saving and creating more than 
27,000 jobs annually. 

Savings and benefits are swift and 
can last for many years when properly 
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