H5046

the Obama administration is con-
tinuing to show itself to be tone deaf
on the issues that matter most to
Americans and illiterate in basic con-
servative principles. The administra-
tion’s actions are rightly a cause for
concern for me and my constituents.
While the Democrats have earned the
right to pursue their agenda, no Amer-
ican citizen lost their right to question
that agenda.

I should not be here on the floor
today making reassurances to the peo-
ple in my district, but the language of
this administration has consistently
been dismissive of principled opposi-
tion to its policies and now it appears
as though it is openly hostile to it.

In the future I urge the administra-
tion to pick its words more carefully
and remember that it governs all of
America, not simply those who agree
with it. I urge Secretary Napolitano to
issue an official clarification of the ad-
ministration’s position on right-wing
extremism and to publish a memo that
addresses her concerns about the rise
of hate groups and anti-government
militias in a manner that will both be
of service to law enforcement and re-
frains from painting half of America as
extremists.

While I firmly believe that this
memo represents nothing more than a
colossal screw-up on the part of our
President and the Secretary, my final
reassurance to Dottie is that if I am
wrong and the government ever decides
to come after her for her views, then
they’re going to have to come after me
also.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
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BEAUTIFY CNMI AND FRIENDS OF
THE MONUMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, last
week President Obama signed into law
the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America
Act, which encourages Americans to
engage in public service and vol-
unteerism.

I was proud to cosponsor the Serve
America Act. But I am even prouder to
recognize today two mnonprofit cor-
porate organizations in the Northern
Mariana Islands that already exemplify
the spirit of cooperation and commu-
nity service the act will encourage.

These organizations are Beautify
CNMI! and The Friends of the Monu-
ment.

Beautify CNMI! is a coalition of con-
cerned citizens, private groups and gov-
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ernment entities united to enhance the
natural beauty of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands and to foster pride of place
in residents and visitors alike. In their
own words, Beautify CNMI! figured the
only way to get people to take owner-
ship in our islands was if the govern-
ment, the private sector, and the com-
munity worked together and pooled
our resources.

Created in 2006, Beautify CNMI! has
spent the last 3 years picking up litter,
planting trees and painting over graf-
fiti in our communities. They have also
restored historic areas such as a World
War II-era jail and a lighthouse built at
the turn of the last century.

Beautify CNMI! also honors individ-
uals and groups who are considered en-
vironmental leaders. And the organiza-
tion supports other community initia-
tives, such as promoting responsible
pet care and working with at-risk
youth groups.

The Friday before Earth Day this
year, Beautify CNMI! coordinated an
island-wide cleanup on the island of
Saipan with the participation of over
4,100 volunteers, the largest cleanup
endeavor ever in the Northern Mariana
Islands. I had the pleasure of joining
this cleanup during my last work pe-
riod.

The second group I would like to rec-
ognize is The Friends of the Monu-
ment. The Friends of the Monument
was formed to help promote the ideal
of creating a national marine monu-
ment in the waters surrounding the
three northernmost islands of the
Northern Mariana Islands and the Mar-
iana Trench, the deepest known place
in the world’s known oceans, and they
were successful. President Bush des-
ignated the area as a national marine
monument on January 6 of this year.

The monument designation was con-
troversial in the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, but whatever one’s stance in the
controversy, there is no argument that
The Friends of the Monument is the
model for what a dedicated group of
volunteers can accomplish.

The Friends of the Monument en-
gaged in countless hours of outreach
and education activities to teach the
community about the idea of the
monument. They created and distrib-
uted leaflets, held meetings and con-
ducted classroom presentations.

These activities gave the public an
opportunity to learn about the pro-
posed monument, to ask questions and
to express concerns. Ultimately, The
Friends of the Monument were success-
ful in their efforts. These efforts are
commendable, no matter what one’s
view of the monument itself, because
they demonstrate what can be done by
dedicated members of the public and
encourage others in the community to
participate in issues that affect them.

The Friends of the Monument were
featured on NBC Nightly News during
green week. They also were recently
recognized by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency with an environmental
award.
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I am glad to highlight their efforts
here today, and I am very proud to ac-
knowledge their accomplishments.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

ALL PEOPLE ARE EQUAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. TIAHRT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday the House passed the Local Law
Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention
Act, H.R. 1913.

The bill reminds me of a passage
from George Orwell’s book, ‘‘Animal
Farm,” where he wrote, ‘“All animals
are equal. Some animals are more
equal than others.”

Under this legislation, all people are
equal. Some people are more equal
than others. This bill attempts to cre-
ate a new class of people with a new
category of punishment that is deter-
mined by the thoughts and words, as
well as other actions. It’s based on the
premise of a hate crime, a hate crime.

If one assumes there is hate crimes,
isn’t it logical to assume that there is
just the opposite, love crimes?

Well, the concept of love crimes
doesn’t hold, and neither should the
concept of a special class of citizens
created by hate crimes. But it is true
that crimes are committed. And if you
are a victim of crime, whether it is mo-
tivated by hate, greed, envy or what-
ever the driving force is, you, as a vic-
tim, deserve equal justice under the
law.

Equal justice under the law is an old
and very well accepted concept in
America. Where we are a Nation of
equals, a Nation of men and women
who bow to no man, to no king, we
should expect equal treatment under
the law, equal justice.

This legislation places into the judi-
cial system and into the hands of a
jury the determination of the thoughts
of the criminal and the responsibility
to determine were these actions dif-
ferent if the victim has a certain sex-
ual orientation?

However, the term sexual orientation
is not defined. This is very vague. But
the term gender identity is defined as
actual or perceived gender-related
characteristics, perceived. This is also
very vague.

In fact, the whole legislation is so
vague that a minister today, reading
aloud the book of Corinthians from the
New Testament, could be prosecuted
because it could be perceived as incit-
ing violence. Whatever happened to
free speech in the first amendment?

The amendments could have been of-
fered to clarify some of the passages
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but were rejected by the Democrats.
Amendments were offered in the Judi-
ciary Committee to extend special vic-
tims status to veterans, the elderly and
pregnant women. All were rejected. No
amendments were allowed on the floor.

Madam Speaker, I believe this legis-
lation is, in fact, unconstitutional, vio-
lating the freedom of expression and
equal protection under the law. I fear
for this Nation as Congress continues
to ignore and abuse the foundation and
the principles that built this great Na-
tion.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SUTTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

STRONGER CHRYSLER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to praise the very
hard work of this administration and
the President’s auto task force and the
many stakeholders in Chrysler who
came together in an effort to protect
jobs and build a stronger, leaner and
more competitive Chrysler.

Chrysler’s management is to be com-
mended for making the hard decisions
needed to form a new alliance with
Fiat that will make the company
stronger and more competitive in the
future.

Many of Chrysler’s creditors are to
be commended for accepting a return
on their investment that is more com-
mensurate with the current market
and will allow Chrysler to weather this
economic crisis. Most importantly,
Chrysler’s workers are to be com-
mended for sacrificing, so greatly, real-
ly, in accepting painful concessions
that will allow the company to better
compete. Because of all of this hard
work, the foundation was laid for
Chrysler to successfully restructure
outside of bankruptcy.

But bankruptcy will now be required
only because of the greed of a few Wall
Street hedge funds that held a portion
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of Chrysler’s debt. Much of that debt
had been purchased at pennies on the
dollar, but these hedge funds demanded
a return much higher than what was
being accepted by other lenders and
much higher than what the current
market would bear, Madam Speaker.

These hedge funds operate in an un-
regulated area of the economy, and
they seem to care only about maxi-
mizing their profit, no matter what the
cost. They have seemingly no concern
for the workers or families that would
be devastated by the destruction of
Chrysler.

They demonstrate no concern for the
communities across this Nation that
depend on a healthy Chrysler. They
show no concern for the myriad of com-
panies that would be forced out of busi-
ness because of their dependence on
business with Chrysler. Their only con-
cern seems to be their desire to squeeze
the last drop of blood out of this com-
pany. Those who seek to game our fi-
nancial system in a fashion that helps
only them and hurts countless other
Americans do not have the best inter-
ests of our economy or our Nation at
heart.

President Obama said today that he
does not stand with these greedy hedge
funds, and neither do I. But I believe
that the plan developed by Chrysler
and its stakeholders is strong and will
fare very well in a quick bankruptcy
proceeding.

At the other end of this time, I be-
lieve that we will see a stronger, lean-
er, more competitive and healthy
Chrysler that will continue to build
some of the greatest cars in the world.
Some of my colleagues, who may have
advocated bankruptcy last December,
will feel vindicated that this bank-
ruptcy filing happened today, but they
should not.

Those who oppose bridge loans and
called for a bankruptcy filing last De-
cember, in my opinion, held a position
that would have led to a disorderly
bankruptcy in the liquidation of this
iconic American company. Such a
bankruptcy would also have led to far
greater burdens being placed on the
American taxpayers when they would
have had to absorb higher workers’
pensions, health care costs and unem-
ployment benefits. Those costs would
have been much higher than what has
been extended in bridge loans.

Fortunately, President Bush thought
better and provided those bridge loans
and bought this important company
important time to reconstruct and to
construct a strong viability plan.

Fortunately, President Obama and
his auto task force worked in good
faith with all of the stakeholders to
put that viability plan together, and
they are offering the continued support
needed to see that the plan is going to
have a successful conclusion. And what
is included in that plan?

Madam Speaker, most importantly,
no plant closures or new job losses. It
calls for a strategic partnership with
Fiat that will provide innovative tech-
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nology to build outstanding fuel-effi-
cient vehicles based on that technology
right here in America. And it will also
give Chrysler’s outstanding products,
like Jeep, enhanced access to the Euro-
pean market.

It also ensures that every single dime
of taxpayer money will be repaid before
Fiat can take majority control of
Chrysler. So jobs will be saved. More
fuel-efficient cars will be built here by
American workers and the taxpayers
will have their investment returned.

Now we will continue to look to the
future, and there is more that we must
do here in Congress to make certain
that not only does Chrysler have short-
term viability and long-term viability
as well, but also that the entirety of
the American auto industry does as
well.

The most important thing that we
can do here to help the auto industry is
to help spur sales. Madam Speaker, we
only need to look to Europe, South
America or Asia for plans that are ac-
tually working. Eighteen countries al-
ready have implemented fleet mod-
ernization programs, and every Nation
that has done so has seen auto sales
rise, while every country that has not
has seen auto sales plummet in this
difficult economy.

That’s why I was proud to introduce
my partisan implementation to imple-
ment a fleet modernization plan, better
known as ‘‘Cash for Clunkers,” right
here in America. Our plan would pro-
vide consumers with a point-of-sale
voucher to turn in older, less fuel-effi-
cient vehicles for new more modern
more fuel-efficient cars and trucks.

I would urge my colleagues to re-
search our proposals and to join us in
that.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT ROSNER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor a man whose spirit
and dedication to the world of science
inspired him to give four decades, with
more to come, of tireless service to the
Nation as a scientist, teacher, mentor,
administrator and leader.

This week Dr. Robert Rosner will
step down as director of Argonne Na-
tional Laboratory, a leading Depart-
ment of Energy science laboratory lo-
cated in my congressional district in
Illinois. He plans to resume his career
in research and teaching at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, where he is a world-re-
nowned astrophysicist and the William
Wrather Distinguished Service Pro-
fessor in the university’s Department
of Astronomy and Astrophysics.
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