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Pine Lake facility,
Moore County.

Mr. Speaker, we extend our condo-
lences to the survivors of the eight
whose lives were so brutally taken on
that ill-fated day.

————

HAWAII AND AMERICAN CLEAN
ENERGY ACT

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gress is committed to energy self-suffi-
ciency as a matter of national security.
Hawaii’s situation is especially acute
as Hawaii is the most o0il dependent
State in the country and has the high-
est fuel and electricity costs nation-
wide. Thus, Hawaii is particularly
aware of the need to change the status
quo and focus on achieving a clean en-
ergy economy.

Recently enacted legislation has
given consumers and businesses in Ha-
waii and across the country incentives
to invest in clean and renewable tech-
nologies, and more will be accom-
plished through the American Clean
Energy and Security Act on which we
are working.

Our actions result in real decisions
by real businesses. For example, be-
cause we extended the solar tax cred-
its, a solar panel company and a local
business in Hawaii got together to in-
stall photovoltaic panels on the roof of
the business, which now generates 95
percent of its electricity from these
panels.

Our work on the American Clean En-
ergy and Security Act will help States
like Hawaii reach our energy goals.

——

HOMELAND SECURITY PARANOIA

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ac-
cording to a recently released secret
memo by Homeland Security, America
now faces new serious threats. I am not
referring to al Qaeda, the Somali pi-
rates, or radical Islamic terrorists. The
memo states we are in danger from
people who are concerned about our po-
rous borders, gun owners, returning
military veterans, the recent tax
protestors at the TEA parties, and
those who want to protect the unborn.

Mr. Speaker, these Americans simply
disagree with the administration on
certain issues. But by disagreeing, they
are now labeled and vilified by Home-
land Security as extremists and
threats to America. So because of
Homeland Security paranoia, is the
cloak and dagger agency going to
watch these people and spy on them
under the guise of national security?
We shall see.

This is a dangerous policy and attack
on individual liberty and a denial of
free speech. Homeland Security should
do their real job like finding radical Is-
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lamic terrorists who want to kill us in
the name of religion rather than mak-
ing a watch list and snooping around in
the private lives of patriots who are
just exercising their absolute right to
disagree.

And that’s just the way it is.

A HUGE BET THAT IS WORTH
MAKING

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, this
week more than 100,000 people will
gather at Churchill Downs in my dis-
trict for the 135th running of the Ken-
tucky Derby. They will be placing big
bets. And this week, this Democratic
Congress is going to be placing a big
bet, too.

We’re going to pass a budget resolu-
tion that makes a huge bet on America
and the American people. By investing
in targeted ways and developing a
health care system that provides af-
fordable, quality health care for every
American, by creating a new energy
system and a new energy direction in
this country, and investing in higher
education so that every American has
the tools necessary to bring us into the
21st century, we will be making a huge
bet that the American people can grow
us out of the huge hole that we’re in
now.

I am proud that we’re willing to
make that bet, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to join us in betting on the
American people.

———

DON'T PLAY POLITICS WITH
NATIONAL SECURITY

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, it has
been almost 8 years since the tragedy
of 9/11, and America has not experi-
enced another catastrophic terrorist
attack on our home soil, not due to
blind luck but due to hard work. Home-
land Security during this period
thwarted attacks through enhanced in-
terrogation of suspected terrorists.
This is a fact. For this, we should
thank them, not mire them in millions
of legal fees.

But in recent days, more sympathy
has been shown to current and poten-
tial attackers than to the men and
women hired to prevent their deadly
acts from coming to fruition. Memos
detailing American interrogation
methods were selectively released by
the administration for political rea-
sons, when other memos showing their
life-saving results have not.

Most Americans believe releasing
this important information has endan-
gered many innocent Americans in the
future and subjects us to future ter-
rorist attacks. Shouldn’t we remember
it was the self-paralysis of our intel-
ligence systems that led to 9/11 in the
first place? Why should we go back?
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FUNDING TO CDC FOR POSSIBLE
FLU PANDEMIC

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, we are
still learning the details of the new in-
fluenza outbreak threatening our coun-
try. I want to take a moment to praise
our colleague, Chairman OBEY, who
tried to make sure that the Centers for
Disease Control were prepared for a
possible pandemic by providing funding
in the stimulus package for flu vac-
cines and preparation.

Unfortunately, the politics of ‘‘no”
trumped common sense when, in order
to get three Republican votes, the Sen-
ate removed $462 million for the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and $900 mil-
lion for pandemic flu preparations.

Mr. Speaker, the choices we make
here in Congress are more than just
cable news sound bites. Our choices
have consequences. Let me remind my
colleagues that the 1918 flu epidemic
killed more people than all of World
War I. We must reconsider and revisit
the funding issue for pandemic flu
preparation. It could mean the dif-
ference between life and death.

NORTHERN ROCKIES ECOSYSTEM
PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REHBERG. Congress is moving
forward on the Northern Rockies Eco-
system Protection Act. Montanans
have a long and proud heritage as good
stewards of our land. Working to-
gether, folks in Montana have found
solutions that work for everyone—
without top-down meddling from Wash-
ington, D.C. Unfortunately, this bill
throws that consensus approach out
the window.

Take a look at the cosponsors. The
vast majority of them are from dis-
tricts east of the Mississippi, and 17 co-
sponsors are from California; none
from the districts actually impacted by
the legislation such as Idaho, Wyo-
ming, Eastern Oregon, Eastern Wash-
ington, and, of course, Montana. That
is right. None.

Montanans don’t tell folks from New
York or San Francisco how high to
build their skyscrapers or how many
lanes their freeways need. We let you
deal with your problems, and we re-
spectfully ask that when it comes to
the Northern Rockies, you take into
consideration the opinions of those of
us who live there.

——
NORTH KOREA FREEDOM WEEK

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and raise awareness of the 2009
North Korean Freedom Week.
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Currently, approximately 13 million
people in North Korea suffer from mal-
nutrition, and over 2 million North Ko-
reans have died of starvation since
1995. In addition, over 200,000 men,
women, and children are imprisoned in
political prison camps in North Korea.

North Korea is controlled by a dic-
tatorial regime where human rights
and personal freedoms are nonexistent.
The region suffers from an extremely
weak economy and is dependent on the
international community even for its
food. Unfortunately, about 30 percent
of all the international aid that is pro-
vided to North Korea goes to the coun-
try’s military and its elite, and very
little of that ever gets to the real peo-
ple of North Korea.

Under the current regime, universal
human rights do not apply to the peo-
ple of North Korea, and freedom re-
mains a foreign idea for the men and
the women of this repressive country.

I call on my colleagues in Congress
and the Obama administration to take
action to improve the deteriorating
human rights crisis in North Korea.

———
0 1215
ENERGY

(Ms. MARKEY of Colorado asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today because we are at
a crossroads in the way we power
America. Breaking our dependence on
foreign oil will not only create new do-
mestic jobs, but it will ensure our eco-
nomic recovery is sustained for future
generations.

The American Solar Energy Society
recently released a report that stated
in 2007, the renewable energy and en-
ergy-efficiency sectors created 9 mil-
lion jobs in the United States and over
$1 trillion in revenues. In my home
State of Colorado alone, the energy-ef-
ficiency field added 81,000 jobs in 2007,
and we all know it is cheaper to use
less energy than to make it.

Innovation and entrepreneurship
have always been the backbone of the
American spirit. As I travel to the
eastern plains of Colorado, the land-
owners often tell me they are ready to
install wind turbines on their property
as an economic development tool. How-
ever, we must update our fragmented
transmission system to transmit these
vast resources.

By becoming a leader in renewable
energy and energy-efficiency tech-
nologies, we can invest in our future
and put Americans back to work.

——————

MYTH: AMERICANS DON'T WANT
BROAD HEALTH REFORM

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, another health care myth. It
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is amagzing that opponents of com-
prehensive health care reform still
make the argument that Americans
don’t want it, but they do, and it is
time to debunk it. According to an
April 2009 Kaiser Family Foundation
Health Tracking Poll, just from this
month, 59 percent of Americans say
that it is more important now than
ever to pass health care reform, 59 per-
cent. And it is easy to understand why.
Because of costs, 42 percent of Ameri-
cans reported that they didn’t see a
doctor in the past year; 36 percent
skipped dental care; 27 percent skipped
a recommended medical test or treat-
ment; and 18 percent of Americans re-
ported that they cut their pills in half
because they couldn’t afford it.

This isn’t time for small ideas. This
isn’t time to just protect the status
quo. Americans demand comprehensive
health care reform, and it is time that
this Congress gives it to them this
year.

———

BORDER VIOLENCE

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, just across the border, heav-
ily armed militias fueled by drug traf-
ficking cartels are at war with the
Mexican Government. Although the
worst of the violence has been con-
tained south of the border, its impact
is being felt throughout the region.

These trafficking organizations are
powerful, but we are fighting back. Re-
cently, the Flagstaff Police Depart-
ment busted a major drug ring that
supplied a quarter of the methamphet-
amine in the area. I congratulate the
Flagstaff Police Department on their
successful bust, which helps keep drugs
out of our community and is a blow
against drug trafficking organizations
on both sides of the border.

———

CREDIT CARDHOLDERS’ BILL OF
RIGHTS

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, in these
difficult economic times, we, as lead-
ers, must ask ourselves the question,
whose side are we on? Are we on the
side of people—the consumers, the tax-
payers, and hardworking families
across the Nation? Well, I certainly
am.

Today, I rise in favor of the Credit
Cardholders’ Bill of Rights. For too
long, hardworking Americans have
been victimized by high fees, high in-
terest rates, and confusing credit card
agreements that these companies can
change at will.

The Credit Cardholders’ Bill of
Rights protects everyone from the un-
fair and often abusive practices that
credit card companies put on every-
body. It prevents credit card companies
from unfairly increasing interest rates
on existing balances.
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The Credit Cardholders’ Bill of
Rights will protect everyone. It ends
unfair penalties for cardholders who
pay on time, and it protects vulnerable
consumers from high fees due to
subprime credit cards. In short, it pre-
vents these companies from constantly
moving the goalposts and taking ad-
vantage of ordinary people who have
done nothing wrong.

Let’s pass the Credit Cardholders’
Bill of Rights and build a better Nation
for everyone.

ENERGY

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of a progressive vision
for America’s energy future and the op-
portunity to create millions of Amer-
ican jobs for our working families.

President Obama and this Congress
are taking on our Nation’s energy cri-
sis with a plan to create green jobs and
build a clean energy economy; a plan
that creates 300,000 new jobs by imple-
menting a Renewable Electricity
Standard, and another 222,000 new jobs
with its high efficiency savings provi-
sions.

Mr. Speaker, we have a choice to
make in this Congress; we can choose
to create millions of new American
jobs that cannot be shipped overseas,
reduce our dependence on oil from
overseas, increase production of clean-
er renewable energy sources, crack
down on polluters who damage our air
and our water quality, and give Amer-
ican entrepreneurs and innovators the
tools they need to stay combative in
the global economy, or we can do some-
thing else.

America can become a world leader
in the new clean energy economy, or
we can continue the failed policies of
the last 8 years.

———

MAKING IN ORDER CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 627, CREDIT CARD-

HOLDERS’ BILL OF RIGHTS ACT
OF 2009
Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that it be in order
on Wednesday, April 29, at any time for
the Speaker, as though pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, to declare the
House resolved into the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union for consideration of H.R. 627, and
that consideration of the bill proceed
according to the following order: The
first reading of the bill is dispensed
with; all points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI; general debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the Chair and ranking member of the
Committee on Financial Services; after
general debate, the Committee of the
Whole shall rise without motion; and,
no further consideration of H.R. 627
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