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your home. It relates to efficiencies in
building products. It relates to cap-
and-trade, a smart grid, technology,
global warming, all of those things.

But when you have something that’s
producing 20 percent of the electricity
in America like nuclear, you would
think there would be something in this
energy bill about nuclear, particularly
since we haven’t had any nuclear power
plants built in a long time because of
the complex permitting process that
makes it virtually impossible to build
one. But there is not one item in this
new energy bill about nuclear energy.

And one thing I think is quite clear
to the American people and should be
clear to all of us, because we know that
in the next—by the year 2035, the de-
mand for electricity in America is
going to increase by 35 percent and
maybe more, and particularly, if we
turn the economy around.

So in order to meet that demand,
we’re going to have to have everything
that we have access to. We're going to
have to have coal—and there were a lot
of people that did not want to use coal
and it’s going to be impossible. We are
going to have to use coal. And that’s
why developing this technology of car-
bon capture and sequestration is so vi-
tally important.

And I might say that there is a pro-
fessor at MIT that is one of the few in-
dividuals who actually wrote his dis-
sertation on carbon capture and se-
questration. And he’s working with a
group in the Northeast that is planning
to build a $5 billion carbon capture and
sequestration facility to store carbon
dioxide in the ocean floor. And it’s that
kind of innovative technology that
we’re going to have to have in order to
meet our energy needs.

But back to nuclear for just a mo-
ment.

As you know, any time you produce
nuclear energy, you have some spent
fuel, and there are some real problems
with spent fuel, so there has got to be
a way to store it. And back in, I think
it was 1982, the Congress passed a bill
that imposed an excise fee on every
producer of nuclear energy in America.
And the purpose of that was to build a
facility in Nevada called Yucca Moun-
tain in which they would store this
spent fuel.

But the American taxpayer has al-
ready spent $9 billion on Yucca Moun-
tain. And if it were allowed to be con-
tinued within the next 3 or 4 years, it
would be licensed, and then 4 or 5, 10
years after that, they could start mov-
ing this spent fuel to Yucca Mountain.

So where is this spent fuel right now?
Well, the spent fuel right now is lo-
cated at each one of these 109 sites in
America. Where you have a nuclear
power plant, you have spent fuel be-
cause there is no other place, there is
no other place to put it. No other place
to take it.

Now, I think the American people
would find it interesting—because I
don’t think most of them really know
that a lot of these nuclear power
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plants, because they have contractual
arrangements with the Federal Govern-
ment, that they could store that spent
fuel at Yucca Mountain. And by the
way, President Obama did not put any
money in his budget for Yucca Moun-
tain. And so there were a lot of stories
going around soon after the budget
came out that Yucca Mountain had
been put on hold; we didn’t know if
they were going to continue to build it
or try to get the license for it so we
can start storing this material or not.

So I suppose it’s going to be up to the
appropriators in the Congress to decide
if they are going to put any money into
Yucca Mountain. But we spent that $9
billion, and because the government
had contracts with these nuclear en-
ergy producers to take that spent fuel
and was not able to fulfill its obliga-
tion, what do you think the nuclear en-
ergy plants did? They did what any of
us would do. They filed a lawsuit be-
cause of a breach of that contract.

And as a result of that contract, the
U.S. Government right now has a li-
ability to pay those nuclear power
plants in the neighborhood of $7 bil-
lion. And that’s only for a period of
time. And after that, if there is not
some mechanism in place to take care
of this stored—this spent fuel, there
are going to be other lawsuits and
there is going to be more money that’s
going to have to be paid by the Amer-
ican taxpayer.

Now, you know there are a lot of
other countries that produce nuclear
energy. In fact, in France, which is of-
tentimes viewed as the green country,
most of their electricity is produced by
nuclear energy. And France has it,
Russia has it, Japan has it, Great Brit-
ain has it. A lot of countries have it.

But in America, one of the tech-
niques and one of the things that you
can do to minimize the amount of the
spent fuel is to reprocess it. And it is a
technology that is fully developed and
is being used today in France and
Japan and other countries around the
world. Now, the advantage of reproc-
essing is that you reduce even more the
amount of waste that you have at the
end.

But in America, we don’t reprocess.
And why? Because when Jimmy Carter
was President, he made a decision—and
I am not criticizing his decision be-
cause I don’t truthfully know all of the
facts that went into his decision, and I
am sure he had good reason for his de-
cision—but he signed an Executive
order that prohibited reprocessing of
spent fuel in America.
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But every other country in the world
is doing it, with the exception of Can-
ada, and that’s because they use heavy
water reactors in Canada and in Amer-
ica we use light water reactors.

But the reason that I am dis-
appointed in the energy bill—there is
nothing about nuclear—is because this
is an issue that the American people
and the American Congress must re-

April 23, 2009

visit and, that is, reprocessing spent
fuel because we can drastically reduce
the amount of waste.

We also need to expedite the permit-
ting process so that we can produce
more nuclear power plants, because it
can be done safely, it can be done
cleanly, and it is a strategy that we
should pursue. Because, as I indicated
earlier, we are most dependent upon
coal, next nuclear, next we get down to
renewables and ethanol and biomass,
and all sorts of things.

But I wanted to take this time this
evening to just go over this whole proc-
ess of the dilemma that we face in nu-
clear, the potential dilemma that we
face if a cap-and-trade system is adopt-
ed, because it will make us less com-
petitive with countries like China and
India, who are building more and more
coal power plants; the less competitive
it will make us if we implement this
renewable mandate that 20 percent of
electricity has to be produced by re-
newables, when the experience in Spain
has been for every job created in the
renewable industry, green jobs, they
lost 2.2 jobs.

So as we move forward, we have
many challenges facing our country, no
greater challenge than in energy. And
all of us respect the wisdom of the
American people if they know the
facts, and so I think it’s our obligation,
as Members of Congress and Members
of the Senate and President Obama, to
go out and talk about these issues, get
the facts out there, and let the Amer-
ican people decide. And I think, once
they know all these facts, they will
recognize that we will have to continue
using coal.

We have a 250-year supply, our most
abundant resource. We have the pilot
projects already working that can help
capture carbon dioxide and even use
the captured carbon dioxide to put into
oil wells to produce more oil. If we are
going to be less dependent on foreign
oil, we have to produce more oil in
America.

That gets me back to tax policy, be-
cause one of the difficult issues in
President Obama’s tax policy is that I
understand he wants to do away with
the oil depletion allowance. He wants
to change some inventory rules. He
wants to change some other tax breaks
for small independent producers, which
makes it more difficult to produce
more oil in America.

So those are issues facing us. And
with that, Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of illness.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account
of attending a funeral.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MUuURPHY of Connecticut, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. ScHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER, for 5 minutes,
today.
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes,
April 27.

Mr. DENT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, April
30.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, April 30.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
April 29 and 30.

Mr. CAo0, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at his re-
quest) to revise and extend his remarks
and include extraneous material:)

Mr. GOHMERT, for 5 minutes, today.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. CoN. RES. 18. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of World Malaria
Day, and reaffirming United States leader-
ship and support for efforts to combat ma-
laria; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 3 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Monday, April 27, 2009, at
12:30 p.m., for morning-hour debate.

———

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for
access to classified information:

Neil Abercrombie, Gary L. Ackerman, Rob-
ert B. Aderholt, John H. Adler, W. Todd
Akin, Rodney Alexander, Jason Altmire,
Robert E. Andrews, Michael A. Arcuri, Steve
Austria, Joe Baca, Michele Bachmann, Spen-
cer Bachus, Brian Baird, Tammy Baldwin, J.
Gresham Barrett, John Barrow, Roscoe G.
Bartlett, Joe Barton, Melissa L. Bean, Xa-
vier Becerra, Shelley Berkley, Howard L.
Berman, Marion Berry, Judy Biggert, Brian
P. Bilbray, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop,
Sanford D. Bishop Jr., Timothy H. Bishop,
Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blumenauer, Roy
Blunt, John A. Boccieri, John A. Boehner, Jo
Bonner, Mary Bono Mack, John Boozman,
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Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Dan Boren, Leonard
L. Boswell, Rick Boucher, Charles W.
Boustany Jr., Allen Boyd, Bruce L. Braley,
Kevin Brady, Robert A. Brady, Bobby Bright,
Paul C. Broun, Corrine Brown, Ginny Brown-
Waite, Henry E. Brown Jr., Vern Buchanan,
Michael C. Burgess, Dan Burton, G.K.
Butterfield, Steve Buyer, Ken Calvert, Dave
Camp, John Campbell, Eric Cantor, Anh ‘“‘Jo-
seph” Cao, Shelley Moore Capito, Lois
Capps, Michael E. Capuano, Dennis A.
Cardoza, Russ Carnahan, Christopher P. Car-
ney, Andre Carson, John R. Carter, Bill
Cassidy, Michael N. Castle, Kathy Castor,
Jason Chaffetz, Ben Chandler, Travis W.
Childers, Donna M. Christensen, Yvette D.
Clarke, Wm. Lacy Clay, Emanuel Cleaver,
James E. Clyburn, Howard Coble, Mike
Coffman, Steve Cohen, Tom Cole, K. Michael
Conaway, Gerald E. Connolly, John Conyers
Jr., Jim Cooper, Jim Costa, Jerry F.
Costello, Joe Courtney, Ander Crenshaw, Jo-
seph Crowley, Henry Cuellar, John Abney
Culberson, Elijah E. Cummings, Kathleen A.
Dahlkemper, Artur Davis, Danny K. Davis,
Geoff Davis, Lincoln Davis, Susan A. Davis,
Nathan Deal, Peter A. DeFazio, Diana
DeGette, William D. Delahunt, Rosa L.
DeLauro, Charles W. Dent, Lincoln Diaz-
Balart, Mario Diaz-Balart, Norman D. Dicks,
John D. Dingell, Lloyd Doggett, Joe Don-
nelly, Michael F. Doyle, David Dreier, Steve
Driehaus, John J. Duncan Jr., Chet Edwards,
Donna F. Edwards, Vernon J. Ehlers, Keith
Ellison, Brad Ellsworth, Jo Ann Emerson,
Eliot L. Engel, Anna G. Eshoo, Bob
Etheridge, Eni F.H. Faleomavaega, Mary
Fallin, Sam Farr, Chaka Fattah, Bob Filner,
Jeff Flake, John Fleming, J. Randy Forbes,
Jeff Fortenberry, Bill Foster, Virginia Foxx,

Barney Frank, Trent Franks, Rodney P.
Frelinghuysen, Marcia L. Fudge, Elton
Gallegly, Scott Garrett, Jim Gerlach,

Gabrielle Giffords, Kirsten E. Gillibrand*,
Phil Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, Bob Good-
latte, Charles A. Gonzalez, Bart Gordon, Kay
Granger, Sam Graves, Alan Grayson, Al
Green, Gene Green, Parker Griffith, Raal M.
Grijalva, Brett Guthrie, Luis V. Gutierrez,
John J. Hall, Ralph M. Hall, Deborah L.
Halvorson, Phil Hare, Jane Harman, Gregg
Harper, Alcee L. Hastings, Doc Hastings,
Martin Heinrich, Dean Heller, Jeb
Hensarling, Wally Herger, Stephanie Herseth
Sandlin, Brian Higgins, Baron P. Hill, James
A. Himes, Maurice D. Hinchey, Rubén
Hinojosa, Mazie K. Hirono, Paul W. Hodes,
Peter Hoekstra, Tim Holden, Rush D. Holt,
Michael M. Honda, Steny H. Hoyer, Duncan
Hunter, Bob Inglis, Jay Inslee, Steve Israel,
Darrell E. Issa, Jesse L. Jackson Jr., Sheila
Jackson-Lee, Lynn Jenkins, Eddie Bernice
Johnson, Henry C. ‘‘Hank’ Johnson Jr., Sam
Johnson, Timothy V. Johnson, Walter B.
Jones, Jim Jordan, Steve Kagen, Paul E.
Kanjorski, Marcy Kaptur, Patrick J. Ken-
nedy, Dale E. Kildee, Carolyn C. Kilpatrick,
Mary Jo Kilroy, Ron Kind, Peter T. King,
Steve King, Jack Kingston, Mark Steven
Kirk, Ann Kirkpatrick, Larry Kissell, Ron
Klein, John Kline, Suzanne M. Kosmas,
Frank Kratovil Jr., Doug Lamborn, Leonard
Lance, James R. Langevin, Rick Larsen,
John B. Larson, Tom Latham, Steven C.
LaTourette, Robert E. Latta, Barbara Lee,
Christopher John Lee, Sander M. Levin,
Jerry Lewis, John Lewis, John Linder, Dan-
iel Lipinski, Frank A. LoBiondo, David
Loebsack, Zoe Lofgren, Nita M. Lowey,
Frank D. Lucas, Blaine Luetkemeyer, Ben
Ray Lujan, Cynthia M. Lummis, Daniel E.
Lungren, Stephen F. Lynch, Carolyn McCar-
thy, Kevin McCarthy, Michael T. McCaul,
Tom McClintock, Betty McCollum, Thaddeus
G. McCotter, Jim McDermott, James P.
McGovern, Patrick T. McHenry, John M.
McHugh, Mike McIntyre, Howard P. ‘“‘Buck”
McKeon, Michael E. McMahon, Cathy
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McMorris Rodgers, Jerry McNerney, Connie
Mack, Daniel B. Maffei, Carolyn B. Maloney,
Donald A. Manzullo, Kenny Marchant, Betsy
Markey, Edward J. Markey, Jim Marshall,
Eric J. J. Massa, Jim Matheson, Doris O.
Matsui, Kendrick B. Meek, Gregory W.
Meeks, Charlie Melancon, John L. Mica, Mi-
chael H. Michaud, Brad Miller, Candice S.
Miller, Gary G. Miller, George Miller, Jeff
Miller, Walt Minnick, Harry E. Mitchell,
Alan B. Mollohan, Dennis Moore, Gwen
Moore, James P. Moran, Jerry Moran, Chris-
topher S. Murphy, Patrick J. Murphy, Tim
Murphy, John P. Murtha, Sue Wilkins
Myrick, Jerrold Nadler, Grace F. Napolitano,
Richard E. Neal, Randy Neugebauer, Eleanor
Holmes Norton, Devin Nunes, Glenn C. Nye,
James L. Oberstar, David R. Obey, John W.
Olver, Pete Olson, Solomon P. Ortiz, Frank
Pallone Jr., Bill Pascrell Jr., Ed Pastor, Ron
Paul, Erik Paulsen, Donald M. Payne, Nancy
Pelosi, Mike Pence, Ed Perlmutter, Thomas
S. P. Perriello, Gary C. Peters, Collin C. Pe-
terson, Thomas E. Petri, Pedro R. Pierluisi,
Chellie Pingree, Joseph R. Pitts, Todd Rus-
sell Platts, Ted Poe, Jared Polis, Earl Pom-
eroy, Bill Posey, David E. Price, Tom Price,
Adam H. Putnam, Mike Quigley, George
Radanovich, Nick J. Rahall II, Charles B.
Rangel, Denny Rehberg, David G. Reichert,
Silvestre Reyes, Laura Richardson, Ciro D.
Rodriguez, David P. Roe, Harold Rogers,
Mike Rogers (AL-03), Mike Rogers (MI-08),
Dana Rohrabacher, Thomas J. Rooney, Peter
J. Roskam, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Mike Ross,
Steven R. Rothman, Lucille Roybal-Allard,
Edward R. Royce, C. A. Dutch
Ruppersberger, Bobby L. Rush, Paul Ryan,
Tim Ryan, Gregorio Sablan, John T. Salazar,
Linda T. Sanchez, Loretta Sanchez, John P.
Sarbanes, Steve Scalise, Janice D.
Schakowsky, Adam B. Schiff, Jean Schmidt,
Aaron Schock, Kurt Schrader, Allyson Y.
Schwartz, David Scott, Robert C. ‘“Bobby”’
Scott, F. James Sensenbrenner Jr., José E.
Serrano, Pete Sessions, Joe Sestak, John B.
Shadegg, Mark Shauer, Carol Shea-Porter,
Brad Sherman, John Shimkus, Heath Shuler,
Bill Shuster, Michael K. Simpson, Albio
Sires, Ike Skelton, Louise McIntosh Slaugh-
ter, Adam Smith, Adrian Smith, Christopher
H. Smith, Lamar Smith, Vic Snyder, Hilda
L. Solis, Mark E. Souder, Zachary T. Space,
Jackie Speier, John M. Spratt Jr., Bart Stu-
pak, Cliff Stearns, John Sullivan, Betty Sut-
ton, John S. Tanner, Ellen O. Tauscher, Gene
Taylor, Harry Teague, Lee Terry, Bennie G.
Thompson, Glenn Thompson, Mike Thomp-
son, Mac Thornberry, Todd Tiahrt, Patrick
J. Tiberi, John F. Tierney, Dina Titus, Paul
Tonko, Edolphus Towns, Niki Tsongas, Mi-
chael R. Turner, Fred Upton, Chris Van
Hollen, Nydia M. Velazquez, Peter J. Vis-
closky, Greg Walden, Timothy J. Walz, Zach
Wamp, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Diane
Watson, Melvin L. Watt, Henry A. Waxman,
Anthony D. Weiner, Peter Welch, Lynn A.
Westmoreland, Robert Wexler, Ed Whitfield,
Charles A. Wilson, Joe Wilson, Robert J.
Wittman, Frank R. Wolf, Lynn C. Woolsey,
David Wu, John A. Yarmuth, C.W. Bill
Young, Don Young

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1330. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Deputy Secretary, Department of Education,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Readiness and Emergency Management
Schools — Catalog of Federal Domestic As-
sistance (CFDA) Number 84.184E. received
April 14, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-13T01:29:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




