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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDEN).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 22, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TIiM
HOLDEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, Father and Creator of all,
this Nation is singular and powerful by
the very fact that Congress begins its
workday with prayer, setting an exam-
ple for all students and workers of this
great land.

By seeking Your presence in mo-
ments of prayer each day, we humbly
lay before You our limitations and our
hopes. We display our openness to Your
creative light to guide us in the deci-
sions that need to be made to stay the
course of government of Your free peo-
ple.

By being attuned to Your power, our
vision is expanded and our compassion
for our brothers and sisters is turned
into action.

In You and with You, America’s
ideals are realized and equal justice for
all is within reach both now and for-
ever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MIL-
LER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————————

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I am
touched by the unwavering spirit of the
American people during these tough
economic times. We continue to work
hard and last week we all paid our
taxes. In fact, thousands of immigrants
also paid into our tax system through
payroll taxes and sales taxes.

There are 12 to 14 million undocu-
mented immigrants that are living and
working in this Nation trying to build
a better life for their families. I state,
a better life for their families. We can-
not forget that this country was found-
ed by immigrants who prayed for a bet-
ter life and who were willing to work
hard to make it happen.

By providing a path to citizenship, it
is estimated that new legal immigrants
would provide $407 billion to strength-
en the Social Security system over the

next 50 years. We must bring this
working population out from the shad-
ows and allow them to become active
contributing members of our society.

I urge my colleagues to work with
the CHC and President Obama to sup-
port comprehensive immigration re-
form that will fix our economy and re-
spect all families.

————
TAXED ENOUGH ALREADY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when
the British Crown initially ignored the
Boston Tea Party in 1773 and regarded
the participants as rabble, authorities
thought nothing would come of the
protest. They, of course, were wrong.
Early Americans were objecting to the
British government for not responding
to the concerns of the people.

Now, this year, TEA parties, which
means taxed enough already, were held
throughout the country where citizens
exercised the absolute right under the
first amendment ‘‘to peaceably assem-
ble and petition government for redress
of grievances.” Most people seemed to
be protesting spending and taxation.

The critics said no one would show
up. They, of course, were wrong. Many
in the media didn’t want to cover the
events because, frankly, they were po-
litically opposed to the idea, so they
responded by calling the protesters
kooks and extremists, sort of like the
British calling the colonists rabble and
troublemakers.

But thousands of Americans, normal
taxpayers who work for a living and
not beholden to government giveaway
programs showed up to let government
know that citizens don’t like the gov-
ernment spending so much of their
money, borrowing money from China
and taxing citizens out of existence.
Government would do well to listen.

And that’s just the way it is.
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FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY IN
VIETNAM

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 334, which I
introduced yesterday. This resolution
calls for the release of 118 Vietnamese
citizens who have been arrested, de-
tained or harassed for signing the
Manifesto on Freedom and Democracy
in Vietnam.

The manifesto is a peaceful, non-
violent declaration demanding polit-
ical freedom and respect for Vietnam’s
citizens.

House Resolution 334 also directs the
Secretary of State to establish a
“Countries of Particular Concern’ list
to condemn the government of Viet-
nam and other countries for engaging
in particularly harsh human rights vio-
lations. Vietnam’s ongoing denial of its
citizens’ fundamental human rights
and political liberties is unacceptable.

I introduced H.R. 334 to mark the 3-
year anniversary of the original sign-
ing of the manifesto and to raise
awareness of the Vietnamese Com-
munist government’s failure to im-
prove its human rights record.

In May we will honor the 15th anni-
versary of Vietnam Human Rights Day.
I urge my colleagues to stand up for
human rights and to join me in this
resolution.

———

DETROIT FREE PRESS WINS
PULITZER PRIZE

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
the Detroit Free Press for winning
journalism’s most esteemed award, the
Pulitzer Prize, in the category of Local
Reporting. Through old-fashioned hard
work and investigative journalism, re-
porters Jim Schaefer and M.L. Elrick
helped to secure their newspaper’s
prize by uncovering evidence which re-
vealed endemic corruption at Detroit
City Hall.

The Free Press’s journalistic prowess
and integrity provided a needed check
to government power and corruption, a
tradition which is firmly rooted in
America’s great tradition of a free
press. The reporting of Schaefer and
Elrick, and their work in uncovering
the truth for the people of Detroit, is
something that this entire country can
be proud of.

Regardless of all of the ways that the
media have changed in recent years,
one thing that will never go out of
style in America is the ability of a free
press to keep the public accurately and
honestly informed about its govern-
ment.

Congratulations to the Detroit Free
Press. You make us all proud, and you
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truly exemplify the spirit of the first
amendment.

WATER FOR THE WORLD

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
one of the greatest environmental
threats in the entire globe is the sup-
ply and quality of water.

In honor of the 39th annual Earth
Day Celebration, I'm proud to intro-
duce the Paul Simon Water for the
World Act of 2009. The purpose of this
act is to empower the United States
Government to respond to the pressing
environmental, poverty and security
threats presented by mismanagement
and shortage of global fresh water.

Today, one-fifth of the world’s popu-
lation relies on fresh water that’s ei-
ther polluted or inadequately supplied.
The lack of safe drinking water and
sanitation remains the world’s greatest
health problem, accounting for 2 mil-
lion deaths and half the illnesses in the
developing world.

The bipartisan ‘“Water for the World
Act” builds upon the framework of our
2005 Water for the Poor Act, expanding
United States foreign assistance capac-
ity, elevating sustainable water and
sanitation policy, and investing in low-
cost, high-impact solutions.

There are lots of things that divide
us here in Congress, but one of the
things that brings us together is a
commitment to make the world and its
environment better. And I deeply ap-
preciate the leadership of my col-
leagues, Congressmen DONALD PAYNE,
WAMP, ROHRABACHER, BOOZMAN and
BURTON in joining me on this Earth
Day to enact this important legisla-
tion.

———

LOUISIANA STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE PATRICK WILLIAMS COM-
PLETES  226-MILE WALK TO
BATON ROUGE

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend Louisiana State
Representative Patrick Williams, who
recently completed the 226-mile walk
from Shreveport, Louisiana, a major
city in my district, to the State capitol
in Baton Rouge to raise awareness for
autism and childhood obesity.

Autism is a serious developmental
disability in the United States, with
one in 150 children likely to have some
form of this disability.

Representative Williams also brought
attention to a serious factor affecting
childhood obesity—nutrition in the
home, especially among poor families.

And let me say parenthetically that
for every obese child, we very likely
have a future diabetic.

After completing his walk, Rep-
resentative Williams made a promise
to talk to Congress and the U.S. De-
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partment of Agriculture to promote
healthy eating in regards to food stamp
recipients, as well as encouraging them
to buy more fruits and vegetables.

As a family physician, I couldn’t
agree more, and look forward to work-
ing with Patrick Williams to find solu-
tions to both of these medical issues.

———

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT CAUCUS

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today,
on Earth Day, as a member of the Sus-
tainable Energy and Environment Cau-
cus, the so-called Green Dogs, to talk
about the importance of investing in
clean, renewable energy to help build a
new green economy.

Investing in homegrown American
renewable energy will create thousands
of new American jobs that cannot be
shipped overseas. In my State of Ne-
vada, a thriving renewable energy in-
dustry will help diversify our local
economy, which we so desperately
need. Whether it is the researcher in
the lab developing new generation
biofuels, or the electrician on the roof
installing solar panels, these jobs will
stay right here in the United States.

We are currently losing clean energy
jobs and market share to China, Ger-
many, Korea and other countries, but
now we have the opportunity to make
a real difference. I look forward to
working with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to ensure that we
make the investments necessary today
to help create clean energy jobs for to-
morrow.

———

UNREASONABLE RENEWABLE
ENERGY REQUIREMENTS

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the
Democrat leadership is moving forward
on the change that they’ve promised.
Last week, the EPA, Environmental
Protection Agency, moved forward to
regulate carbon dioxide emissions
under the Clean Air Act, with or with-
out congressional consent.

This week the Committee on Energy
and Commerce is holding hearings on
cap-and-tax legislation. And this is
what we’re learning. The renewable en-
ergy requirements in the bill are en-
tirely unrealistic.

Currently, 3 percent of our elec-
tricity that is generated is by renew-
able energy, and the chairman’s bill is
mandating 25 percent by 2025. That
would require 20,000 megawatts of re-
newable energy to come online every
year until 2025. That is far above what
the projections are, the government-
generated projections.

So our question is, are we saddling
our States and our energy consumers
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