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Murphy, Tim Ros-Lehtinen Thompson (PA)
Myrick Roskam Thornberry
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Peterson Sessions Wilson (SC)
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Pitts Shimkus Wolf
Platts Shuler Young (FL)
Posey Shuster

NOT VOTING—17

Boucher Poe (TX) Young (AK)
Conyers Solis (CA)
Neugebauer Tiberi

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on this vote.
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So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 26, final passage of H.R. 384, | was un-
able to vote. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye.”

Stated against:

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, on roll-
call No. 26, had | been present, | would have
voted “no.”

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 384, TARP
REFORM AND ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT OF 2009

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Clerk be authorized to
make technical corrections in the en-
grossment of H.R. 384, to include cor-
rections in spelling, punctuation, sec-
tion numbering and cross-referencing,
and the insertion of appropriate head-
ings. We would not want inappropriate
headings in our bill, Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

—
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RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION
AND LABOR, OVERSIGHT AND
GOVERNMENT REFORM AND AG-
RICULTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committees on
Education and Labor, Oversight and
Government Reform and Agriculture:
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 15, 2009.
Speaker NANCY PELOSI,
U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: With my election to
the Committee on Rules, I resign, effective
immediately, from the Committees on Edu-
cation and Labor, Oversight and Government
Reform and Agriculture. I appreciate the
honor of serving on these committees rep-
resenting the people of the Fifth District of
North Carolina and our great Nation.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA FOXX,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
the Budget:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 21, 2009.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: I resign, effective
immediately, from the Committee on the
Budget. I have appreciated the honor of serv-
ice on this committee representing the peo-
ple of Louisiana and our great Nation.

Sincerely,
RODNEY ALEXANDER,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without

objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

CONGRATULATING GREEN VALLEY
HIGH SCHOOL BAND

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the Green Valley High
School Marching Band and Flag Team
on their magnificent performance yes-
terday in the inaugural parade. They
joined with high schools from every
State in the Union to welcome our new
President, Barack Obama.

The countless hours of practice and
hard work were evident during their
wonderful performance that warmed
the spirit on a cold Washington day.
Led by director Diane Koutsulis, the
Green Valley students livened up an al-
ready festive crowd with their ren-
dition of Viva Las Vegas, bringing a
hometown touch to our Nation’s Cap-
ital.

I had the pleasure of welcoming the
band to Washington on Monday, and
saw the enthusiasm in their faces. For
many, it seemed the performance was
really the easy part. Early morning
flights, cold weather and countless
hours spent raising money for the trip
were some of the challenges they over-
came, exhibiting the same determina-
tion and perseverance they apply in the
classroom to hone their musical talent.

It was with great pride that Nevad-
ans in the audience and at home
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watched to see our students celebrate
the inauguration and take their place
in this historic moment.

I again congratulate them on their
fine performance, and thank them for
coming to Washington.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRIGHT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED
SERVICES 111TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, in accordance
with clause 2 of rule XI of the Rules of the
House, | respectfully submit the rules of the
Committee on Armed Services for printing in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. On January 14,
2009, the Committee on Armed Services
adopted by a unanimous vote, a quorum being
present, the following rules:

RULE 1. APPLICATION OF HOUSE RULES

The Rules of the House of Representatives
are the rules of the Committee on Armed
Services (hereinafter referred to in these
rules as the ‘“Committee’) and its sub-
committees so far as applicable.

RULE 2. FULL COMMITTEE MEETING DATE

(a) The Committee shall meet every
Wednesday at 10:00 a.m., when the House of
Representatives is in session, and at such
other times as may be fixed by the Chairman
of the Committee (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘‘Chairman’’), or by written request of
members of the Committee pursuant to
clause 2(c) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

(b) A Wednesday meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with by the Chairman, but
such action may be reversed by a written re-
quest of a majority of the members of the
Committee.

RULE 3. SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATES

Each subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive evidence, and report
to the Committee on all matters referred to
it. Insofar as possible, meetings of the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees shall not con-
flict. A subcommittee Chairman shall set
meeting dates after consultation with the
Chairman, other subcommittee Chairmen,
and the Ranking Minority Member of the
subcommittee with a view toward avoiding,
whenever possible, simultaneous scheduling
of Committee and subcommittee meetings or
hearings.

RULE 4. JURISDICTION AND MEMBERSHIP OF

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Jurisdiction

(1) The Committee retains jurisdiction of
all subjects listed in clause 1(c) and clause
3(b) of rule X of the Rules of the House of
Representatives and retains exclusive juris-
diction for: defense policy generally, ongoing
military operations, the organization and re-
form of the Department of Defense and De-
partment of Energy, counter-drug programs,
security and humanitarian assistance (ex-
cept special operations-related activities) of
the Department of Defense, acquisition and
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industrial base policy, technology transfer
and export controls, joint interoperability,
the Cooperative Threat Reduction program,
Department of Energy nonproliferation pro-
grams, detainee affairs and policy, and inter-
agency reform as it pertains to the Depart-
ment of Defense and the nuclear weapons
programs of the Department of Energy.
While subcommittees are provided jurisdic-
tional responsibilities in subparagraph (2),
the Committee retains the right to exercise
oversight and legislative jurisdiction over all
subjects within its purview under rule X of
the Rules of the House of Representatives.

(2) The Committee shall be organized to
consist of seven standing subcommittees
with the following jurisdictions:

Subcommittee on Air and Land Forces: All
Army and Air Force acquisition programs
(except strategic missiles, special operations
and information technology programs). In
addition, the subcommittee will be respon-
sible for deep strike bombers and related sys-
tems, National Guard and Army and Air
Force reserve modernization, and ammuni-
tion programs.

Subcommittee on Military Personnel: Mili-
tary personnel policy, reserve component in-
tegration and employment issues, military
health care, military education, and POW/
MIA issues. In addition, the subcommittee
will be responsible for Morale, Welfare and
Recreation issues and programs.

Subcommittee on Readiness: Military
readiness, training, logistics and mainte-
nance issues and programs. In addition, the
subcommittee will be responsible for all
military construction, installations and fam-
ily housing issues, including the base closure
process, and energy policy and programs of
the Department of Defense.

Subcommittee on Seapower and Expedi-
tionary Forces: Navy and Marine Corps ac-
quisition programs (except strategic weap-
ons, space, special operations, and informa-
tion technology programs) and Naval Re-
serve equipment. In addition, the sub-
committee will be responsible for maritime
programs under the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee as delineated in paragraphs 5, 6, and
9 of clause 1(c) of rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces: Stra-
tegic weapons (except deep strike bombers
and related systems), space programs, bal-
listic missile defense, intelligence policy and
national programs, and Department of En-
ergy national security programs (except non-
proliferation programs).

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Unconven-
tional Threats and Capabilities: Department
of Defense counter-proliferation and
counter-terrorism programs and initiatives.
In addition, the subcommittee will be re-
sponsible for Special Operations Forces;
science and technology policy, including the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
and information technology programs; force
protection policy; homeland defense and con-
sequence management programs within the
Committee’s jurisdiction; and related intel-
ligence support.

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions: Any matter within the jurisdiction of
the Committee, subject to the concurrence of
the Chairman of the Committee and, as ap-
propriate, affected subcommittee chairmen.
The subcommittee shall have no legislative
jurisdiction.

(b) Membership of the Subcommittees

(1) Subcommittee memberships, with the
exception of membership on the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations,
shall be filled in accordance with the rules of
the Majority party’s caucus and the Minor-
ity party’s conference, respectively.

(2) The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Subcommittee on Oversight
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and Investigations shall be filled in accord-
ance with the rules of the Majority party’s
caucus and the Minority party’s conference,
respectively. Consistent with the party ra-
tios established by the Majority party, all
other Majority members of the sub-
committee shall be appointed by the Chair-
man of the Committee, and all other Minor-
ity members shall be appointed by the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the Committee.

(3) The Chairman of the Committee and
Ranking Minority Member thereof may sit
as ex officio members of all subcommittees.
Ex officio members shall not vote in sub-
committee hearings or meetings or be taken
into consideration for the purpose of deter-
mining the ratio of the subcommittees or es-
tablishing a quorum at subcommittee hear-
ings or meetings.

(4) A member of the Committee who is not
a member of a particular subcommittee may
sit with the subcommittee and participate
during any of its hearings but shall not have
authority to vote, cannot be counted for the
purpose of achieving a quorum, and cannot
raise a point of order at the hearing.

RULE 5. COMMITTEE PANELS AND TASK FORCES

(a) Committee Panels

(1) The Chairman may designate a panel of
the Committee consisting of members of the
Committee to inquire into and take testi-
mony on a matter or matters that fall with-
in the jurisdiction of more than one sub-
committee and to report to the Committee.

(2) No panel appointed by the Chairman
shall continue in existence for more than six
months after the appointment. A panel so
appointed may, upon the expiration of six
months, be reappointed by the Chairman for
a period of time which is not to exceed six
months.

(3) Consistent with the party ratios estab-
lished by the Majority party, all Majority
members of the panels shall be appointed by
the Chairman of the Committee, and all Mi-
nority members shall be appointed by the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee. The Chairman of the Committee
shall choose one of the Majority members so
appointed who does not currently chair an-
other subcommittee of the Committee to
serve as Chairman of the panel. The Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee shall
similarly choose the Ranking Minority
Member of the panel.

(4) No panel shall have legislative jurisdic-
tion.

(b) Committee and Subcommittee Task
Forces

(1) The Chairman of the Committee, or a
Chairman of a subcommittee with the con-
currence of the Chairman of the Committee,
may designate a task force to inquire into
and take testimony on a matter that falls
within the jurisdiction of the Committee or
subcommittee, respectively. The Chairman
and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall each appoint
an equal number of members to the task
force. The Chairman of the Committee or
subcommittee shall choose one of the mem-
bers so appointed, who does not currently
chair another subcommittee of the Com-
mittee, to serve as Chairman of the task
force. The Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee or subcommittee shall similarly
appoint the Ranking Minority Member of the
task force.

(2) No task force appointed by the Chair-
man of the Committee or subcommittee
shall continue in existence for more than
three months. A task force may only be re-
appointed for an additional three months
with the written concurrence of the Chair-
man and Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee or subcommittee whose Chair-
man appointed the task force.
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(3) No task force shall have legislative ju-
risdiction.

RULE 6. REFERENCE AND CONSIDERATION OF

LEGISLATION

(a) The Chairman shall refer legislation
and other matters to the appropriate sub-
committee or to the full Committee.

(b) Legislation shall be taken up for a
hearing or markup only when called by the
Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as appropriate, or by a majority
of the Committee or subcommittee, as ap-
propriate.

(c) The Chairman, with approval of a ma-
jority vote of a quorum of the Committee,
shall have authority to discharge a sub-
committee from consideration of any meas-
ure or matter referred thereto and have such
measure or matter considered by the Com-
mittee.

(d) Reports and recommendations of a sub-
committee may not be considered by the
Committee until after the intervention of
three calendar days from the time the report
is approved by the subcommittee and avail-
able to the members of the Committee, ex-
cept that this rule may be waived by a ma-
jority vote of a quorum of the Committee.

(e) The Chairman, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, shall establish
criteria for recommending legislation and
other matters to be considered by the House
of Representatives, pursuant to clause 1 of
rule XV of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Such criteria shall not conflict
with the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives and other applicable rules.

RULE 7. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS

Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
Chairman of the Committee, or of any sub-
committee, panel, or task force, shall make
public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any hearing before that
body at least one week before the commence-
ment of the hearing. However, if the Chair-
man of the Committee, or of any sub-
committee, panel, or task force, with the
concurrence of the respective Ranking Mi-
nority Member, determines that there is
good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or if
the Committee, subcommittee, panel, or
task force so determines by majority vote, a
quorum being present for the transaction of
business, such chairman shall make the an-
nouncement at the earliest possible date.
Any announcement made under this rule
shall be promptly published in the Daily Di-
gest, promptly entered into the committee
scheduling service of the House Information
Resources, and promptly posted to the inter-
net web page maintained by the Committee.

RULE 8. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE
HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Clause 4 of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives shall apply to the
Committee.

RULE 9. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

(a) Each hearing and meeting for the trans-
action of business, including the markup of
legislation, conducted by the Committee, or
any subcommittee, panel, or task force, to
the extent that the respective body is au-
thorized to conduct markups, shall be open
to the public except when the Committee,
subcommittee, panel, or task force in open
session and with a majority being present,
determines by record vote that all or part of
the remainder of that hearing or meeting on
that day shall be in executive session be-
cause disclosure of testimony, evidence, or
other matters to be considered would endan-
ger the national security, would compromise
sensitive law enforcement information, or
would violate any law or rule of the House of
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Representatives. Notwithstanding the re-
quirements of the preceding sentence, a ma-
jority of those present, there being in at-
tendance no fewer than two members of the
Committee, subcommittee, panel, or task
force may vote to close a hearing or meeting
for the sole purpose of discussing whether
testimony or evidence to be received would
endanger the national security, would com-
promise sensitive law enforcement informa-
tion, or would violate any law or rule of the
House of Representatives. If the decision is
to proceed in executive session, the vote
must be by record vote and in open session,
a majority of the Committee, subcommittee,
panel, or task force being present.

(b) Whenever it is asserted by a member of
the Committee or subcommittee that the
evidence or testimony at a hearing may tend
to defame, degrade, or incriminate any per-
son, or it is asserted by a witness that the
evidence or testimony that the witness
would give at a hearing may tend to defame,
degrade, or incriminate the witness, not-
withstanding the requirements of (a) and the
provisions of clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, such
evidence or testimony shall be presented in
executive session, if by a majority vote of
those present, there being in attendance no
fewer than two members of the Committee
or subcommittee, the Committee or sub-
committee determines that such evidence
may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate
any person. A majority of those present,
there being in attendance no fewer than two
members of the Committee or subcommittee
may also vote to close the hearing or meet-
ing for the sole purpose of discussing wheth-
er evidence or testimony to be received
would tend to defame, degrade or incrimi-
nate any person. The Committee or sub-
committee shall proceed to receive such tes-
timony in open session only if the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, a majority being
present, determines that such evidence or
testimony will not tend to defame, degrade,
or incriminate any person.

(c) Notwithstanding the foregoing, and
with the approval of the Chairman, each
member of the Committee may designate by
letter to the Chairman, only one member of
that member’s personal staff, which may in-
clude fellows, with Top Secret security
clearance to attend hearings of the Com-
mittee, or that member’s subcommittee(s),
panel(s), or task force(s) (excluding briefings
or meetings held under the provisions of
committee rule 9(a)), which have been closed
under the provisions of rule 9(a) above for
national security purposes for the taking of
testimony. The attendance of such a staff
member or fellow at such hearings is subject
to the approval of the Committee, sub-
committee, panel, or task force as dictated
by national security requirements at that
time. The attainment of any required secu-
rity clearances is the responsibility of indi-
vidual members of the Committee.

(d) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
no Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner may be excluded from
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing
of the Committee or a subcommittee, unless
the House of Representatives shall by major-
ity vote authorize the Committee or sub-
committee, for purposes of a particular se-
ries of hearings on a particular article of leg-
islation or on a particular subject of inves-
tigation, to close its hearings to Members,
Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner
by the same procedures designated in this
rule for closing hearings to the public.

(e) The Committee or the subcommittee
may vote, by the same procedure, to meet in
executive session for up to five additional
consecutive days of hearings.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

RULE 10. QUORUM

(a) For purposes of taking testimony and
receiving evidence, two members shall con-
stitute a quorum.

(b) One-third of the members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall constitute a
quorum for taking any action, with the fol-
lowing exceptions, in which case a majority
of the Committee or subcommittee shall
constitute a quorum: (1) Reporting a meas-
ure or recommendation; (2) closing Com-
mittee or subcommittee meetings and hear-
ings to the public; (3) authorizing the
issuance of subpoenas; (4) authorizing the
use of executive session material; and (5)
voting to proceed in open session after vot-
ing to close to discuss whether evidence or
testimony to be received would tend to de-
fame, degrade, or incriminate any person.

(c) No measure or recommendation shall be
reported to the House of Representatives un-
less a majority of the Committee is actually
present.

RULE 11. THE FIVE-MINUTE RULE

(a) Subject to rule 15, the time any one
member may address the Committee or sub-
committee on any measure or matter under
consideration shall not exceed five minutes
and then only when the member has been
recognized by the Chairman or sub-
committee chairman, as appropriate, except
that this time limit may be exceeded by
unanimous consent. Any member, upon re-
quest, shall be recognized for not more than
five minutes to address the Committee or
subcommittee on behalf of an amendment
which the member has offered to any pend-
ing bill or resolution. The five-minute limi-
tation shall not apply to the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
or subcommittee.

(b)(1) Members who are present at a hear-
ing of the Committee or subcommittee when
a hearing is originally convened shall be rec-
ognized by the Chairman or subcommittee
chairman, as appropriate, in order of senior-
ity. Those members arriving subsequently
shall be recognized in order of their arrival.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Chair-
man and the Ranking Minority Member will
take precedence upon their arrival. In recog-
nizing members to question witnesses in this
fashion, the Chairman shall take into consid-
eration the ratio of the Majority to Minority
members present and shall establish the
order of recognition for questioning in such
a manner as not to disadvantage the mem-
bers of either party.

(2) Pursuant to rule 4 and subject to rule
15, a member of the Committee who is not a
member of a subcommittee may be recog-
nized by a subcommittee chairman in order
of their arrival and after all present sub-
committee members have been recognized.

(3) The Chairman of the Committee or a
subcommittee, with the concurrence of the
respective Ranking Minority Member, may
depart with the regular order for questioning
which is specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this rule provided that such a decision is an-
nounced prior to the hearing or prior to the
opening statements of the witnesses and that
any such departure applies equally to the
Majority and the Minority.

(c) No person other than a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner of Congress
and committee staff may be seated in or be-
hind the dais area during Committee, sub-
committee, panel, or task force hearings and
meetings.

RULE 12. POWER TO SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA

POWER

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of
its functions and duties under rules X and XI
of the Rules of the House of Representatives,
the Committee and any subcommittee is au-
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thorized (subject to subparagraph (b)(1) of
this paragraph): (1) to sit and act at such
times and places within the United States,
whether the House is in session, has re-
cessed, or has adjourned, and to hold hear-
ings, and (2) to require by subpoena, or oth-
erwise, the attendance and testimony of such
witnesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
pers and documents, including, but not lim-
ited to, those in electronic form, as it con-
siders necessary.

(b)(1) A subpoena may be authorized and
issued by the Committee, or any sub-
committee with the concurrence of the full
Committee Chairman and after consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee, under subparagraph (a)(2) in the
conduct of any investigation, or series of in-
vestigations or activities, only when author-
ized by a majority of the members voting, a
majority of the Committee or subcommittee
being present. Authorized subpoenas shall be
signed only by the Chairman, or by any
member designated by the Committee.

(2) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
compliance with any subpoena issued by the
Committee or any subcommittee under sub-
paragraph (a)(2) may be enforced only as au-
thorized or directed by the House of Rep-
resentatives.

RULE 13. WITNESS STATEMENTS

(a) Any prepared statement to be presented
by a witness to the Committee or a sub-
committee shall be submitted to the Com-
mittee or subcommittee at least 48 hours in
advance of presentation and shall be distrib-
uted to all members of the Committee or
subcommittee as soon as practicable but not
less than 24 hours in advance of presen-
tation. A copy of any such prepared state-
ment shall also be submitted to the Com-
mittee in electronic form. If a prepared
statement contains national security infor-
mation bearing a classification of Secret or
higher, the statement shall be made avail-
able in the Committee rooms to all members
of the Committee or subcommittee as soon
as practicable but not less than 24 hours in
advance of presentation; however, no such
statement shall be removed from the Com-
mittee offices. The requirement of this rule
may be waived by a majority vote of the
Committee or subcommittee, a quorum
being present. In cases where a witness does
not submit a statement by the time required
under this rule, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, as appropriate,
with the concurrence of the respective Rank-
ing Minority Member, may elect to exclude
the witness from the hearing.

(b) The Committee and each subcommittee
shall require each witness who is to appear
before it to file with the Committee in ad-
vance of his or her appearance a written
statement of the proposed testimony and to
limit the oral presentation at such appear-
ance to a brief summary of the submitted
written statement.

RULE 14. ADMINISTERING OATHS TO WITNESSES

(a) The Chairman, or any member des-
ignated by the Chairman, may administer
oaths to any witness.

(b) Witnesses, when sworn, shall subscribe
to the following oath: ‘“Do you solemnly
swear (or affirm) that the testimony you will
give Dbefore this Committee (or sub-
committee) in the matters now under consid-
eration will be the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, so help you God?”’

RULE 15. QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES

(a) When a witness is before the Committee
or a subcommittee, members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee may put questions
to the witness only when recognized by the
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Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as ap-
propriate, for that purpose according to rule
11 of the Committee.

(b) Members of the Committee or sub-
committee who so desire shall have not more
than five minutes to question each witness
or panel of witnesses, the responses of the
witness or witnesses being included in the
five-minute period, until such time as each
member has had an opportunity to question
each witness or panel of witnesses. There-
after, additional rounds for questioning wit-
nesses by members are within the discretion
of the Chairman or subcommittee chairman,
as appropriate.

(c) Questions put to witnesses before the
Committee or subcommittee shall be perti-
nent to the measure or matter that may be
before the Committee or subcommittee for
consideration.

RULE 16. PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS
AND MARKUPS

The transcripts of those hearings con-
ducted by the Committee, subcommittee, or
panel will be published officially in verbatim
form, with the material requested for the
record inserted at that place requested, or at
the end of the record, as appropriate. The
transcripts of markups conducted by the
Committee or any subcommittee may be
published officially in verbatim form. Any
requests to correct any errors, other than
those in transcription, will be appended to
the record, and the appropriate place where
the change is requested will be footnoted.
Any transcript published under this rule
shall include the results of record votes con-
ducted in the session covered by the tran-
script and shall also include materials that
have been submitted for the record and are
covered under rule 19. The handling and safe-
keeping of these materials shall fully satisfy
the requirements of rule 20. No transcript of
an executive session conducted under rule 9
shall be published under this rule.

RULE 17. VOTING AND ROLLCALLS

(a) Voting on a measure or matter may be
by record vote, division vote, voice vote, or
unanimous consent.

(b) A record vote shall be ordered upon the
request of one-fifth of those members
present.

(c) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee with respect to
any measure or matter shall be cast by
proxy.

(d) In the event of a vote or votes, when a
member is in attendance at any other com-
mittee, subcommittee, or conference com-
mittee meeting during that time, the nec-
essary absence of that member shall be so
noted in the record vote record, upon timely
notification to the Chairman by that mem-
ber.

(e) The Chairman of the Committee or a
subcommittee, as appropriate, with the con-
currence of the Ranking Minority Member or
the most senior Minority member who is
present at the time, may elect to postpone
requested record votes until such time or
point at a markup as is mutually decided.
When proceedings resume on a postponed
question, notwithstanding any intervening
order for the previous question, the under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to fur-
ther debate or amendment to the same ex-
tent as when the question was postponed.

RULE 18. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) If, at the time of approval of any meas-
ure or matter by the Committee, any mem-
ber of the Committee gives timely notice of
intention to file supplemental, Minority, ad-
ditional or dissenting views, that member
shall be entitled to not less than two cal-
endar days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays except when the House is
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in session on such days) in which to file such
views, in writing and signed by that member,
with the Staff Director of the Committee, or
the Staff Director’s designee. All such views
so filed by one or more members of the Com-
mittee shall be included within, and shall be
a part of, the report filed by the Committee
with respect to that measure or matter.

(b) With respect to each record vote on a
motion to report any measure or matter, and
on any amendment offered to the measure or
matter, the total number of votes cast for
and against, the names of those voting for
and against, and a brief description of the
question, shall be included in the Committee
report on the measure or matter.

RULE 19. PUBLIC INSPECTION OF COMMITTEE
ROLLCALLS

The result of each record vote in any meet-
ing of the Committee shall be made available
by the Committee for inspection by the pub-
lic at reasonable times in the offices of the
Committee. Information so available for
public inspection shall include a description
of the amendment, motion, order, or other
proposition and the name of each member
voting for and each member voting against
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition and the names of those members
present but not voting.

RULE 20. PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY
AND OTHER INFORMATION

(a) Except as provided in clause 2(g) of rule
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, all national security information bear-
ing a classification of Secret or higher which
has been received by the Committee or a sub-
committee shall be deemed to have been re-
ceived in executive session and shall be given
appropriate safekeeping.

(b) The Chairman of the Committee shall,
with the approval of a majority of the Com-
mittee, establish such procedures as in his
judgment may be necessary to prevent the
unauthorized disclosure of any national se-
curity information that is received which is
classified as Secret or higher. Such proce-
dures shall, however, ensure access to this
information by any member of the Com-
mittee or any other Member, Delegate, or
Resident Commissioner of the House of Rep-
resentatives, staff of the Committee, or staff
designated under rule 9(c) who have the ap-
propriate security clearances and the need to
know, who has requested the opportunity to
review such material.

(c) The Chairman of the Committee shall,
in consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, establish such procedures as in his
judgment may be necessary to prevent the
unauthorized disclosure of any proprietary
information that is received by the Com-
mittee, subcommittee, panel, or task force.
Such procedures shall be consistent with the
Rules of the House of Representatives and
applicable law.

RULE 21. COMMITTEE STAFFING

The staffing of the Committee, the stand-
ing subcommittees, and any panel or task
force designated by the Chairman or chair-
men of the subcommittees shall be subject to
the Rules of the House of Representatives.

RULE 22. COMMITTEE RECORDS

The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with rule VII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. The Chairman
shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of rule VII, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of
the Committee.
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RULE 23. HEARING PROCEDURES

Clause 2(k) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives shall apply to the
Committee.

———————

POLITICAL PRISONERS RAMOS
AND COMPEAN, PART II

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, well,
it has finally happened. Mr. Speaker,
President Bush, in one of his last acts
as President of the United States, com-
muted the sentences of political pris-
oners Border Patrol agents Ramos and
Compean who were just doing their job
down on the violent Texas-Mexico bor-
der when they were prosecuted because
they happened to shoot a drug dealer
who was smuggling in $750,000 worth of
narcotics.

It is good that President Bush has
commuted their sentence. We hope to
press further with the new President,
President Obama, and get a complete
pardon for these two individuals. But
there already has been an effect of this
commutation. You see right away, the
Mexican government, in its self-right-
eous indignation, disapproves of the
commutation of Ramos and Compean.
Obviously, if the Mexican government
is opposed to it, President Bush did the
right thing. And who cares what the
Mexican Government thinks about the
United States enforcing its dignity and
enforcing the rule of law and keeping
drug smugglers from Mexico out of
coming into the United States. So that
was obviously the right decision if the
Mexican Government is opposed to
President Bush’s decision.

But also, it will have an effect, hope-
fully, on our border agents. You see,
since this case and other cases where
our Federal Government chooses to
prosecute border protectors instead of
prosecuting criminals who come into
the United States, like drug smugglers,
since that has occurred so often, our
border protectors have been reluctant
to enforce the rule of law. And when
they see a situation on the border from
San Diego to Brownsville, Texas, that
may turn out to be violent, they have
backed off. And the reason they have
backed off is because our Federal Gov-
ernment refuses to protect them when
they get themselves in a scrape pro-
tecting us and the dignity of the
United States. Now maybe our Federal
Government will prosecute criminals,
drug smugglers, human smugglers who
come into the United States, empha-
size prosecuting them rather than em-
phasizing prosecuting Border Patrol
agents who are doing their job just to
protect the rest of us.

One statistic, Mr. Speaker. Last
year, 2008, 1,097 violent assaults were
committed against American Border
Patrol agents on the southern border of
the United States. Of course we don’t
read about that in the newspaper. We
only read about the drug dealers who
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