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water. Federal and State collaboration
is urgently needed and needs to be im-
proved to make stimulus funds avail-
able for immediate relief and to relax
standards that prevent water supplies
from going to those who most need it.
We ask for your help to increase the
water supply for California’s future.

————

BROOKS CORLEY ATTAINS A
BLACK BELT

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to speak of the extraor-
dinary accomplishment recently of one
of my constituents, Albert Brooks
Corley.

Brooks has been in my karate class
affiliated with the Shreveport Karate
Club back in my hometown of Minden,
Louisiana, since he was just a little
guy. Today, he has grown into a tall,
strong young man. After years of hard
work, he was recently awarded a first-
degree black belt in karate by Sensei
Mikami, a karate champion and
eighth-degree black belt. Having
worked for years to obtain my black
belt in Japanese karate, I know the
hard work and persistence it takes to
obtain this level of martial arts exper-
tise.

Apart from developing into a tough,
aggressive and coordinated martial art-
ist, Brooks is a fine young man who is
now completing his education in order
to be gainfully employed.

Brooks is truly a model by which
young people should aspire to achieve
the potential that each may obtain.
Therefore, I heartily commend him in
his recent achievement and the many
achievements ahead. Furthermore, I
commend his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Corley, for raising such a fine man.

———
COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise
this morning to bring attention to
Cover the Uninsured Week and to en-
courage the Congress to enact com-
prehensive health care reform this
year.

Our Nation’s health care system—
which leaves more than 45 million
Americans uninsured and millions
more underinsured—is badly in need of
reform. Practically $56 billion in un-
compensated care for the uninsured is
absorbed annually by the health sys-
tem, driving up the cost of insurance
for everyone. Health care costs are con-
suming more of individuals’, families’,
and businesses’ budgets every year and
represent the fastest growing piece of
the Federal budget.

The economic crisis is also shedding
further light on a system that is ineffi-
cient, unaffordable and out of reach for
too many Americans. Americans can-
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not simply wait any longer to ensure
greater access to quality affordable
health care.

I encourage all of my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to come together
to enact comprehensive health care re-
form this year. So during this week,
Uninsured Week, when Congress recog-
nizes the plight of those Americans
without health insurance, let us strive
to provide all Americans with com-
prehensive, affordable health care now.

———

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE
A RESPONSIBLE BUDGET

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam
Speaker, President Barack Obama used
a prime time news conference last
night to defend his $3.6 trillion budget
plan. The nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office says the President’s
budget would run up a $9.3 trillion debt
over the next 10 years. This budget
spends too much. Middle class families
and small businesses are making sac-
rifices when it comes to their own
budgets, yet Washington continues to
spend trillions of taxpayers’ dollars on
bailouts and other government pro-
grams.

The budget taxes too much. It con-
tains the largest tax increase in Amer-
ican history. The budget borrows too
much. Unchecked spending will result
in borrowing hundreds of billions of
dollars from China and the Middle East

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple deserve a responsible budget from
their President. This budget will guar-
antee that our economy will never
fully recover.

———
GROWTH OF GREEN-COLLAR JOBS

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, last
night President Obama again re-
affirmed his commitment to a clean
energy policy for America, a policy
that will grow millions of new green-
collar jobs in this country. And he did
it by, again, reaffirming his commit-
ment to a cap-and-trade bill in this
Congress this year which will drive in-
vestments into these new jobs for the
next century.

The reason he is giving so much hope
for Americans is that he realizes that
we want Americans building the en-
ergy-efficient, partially and fully elec-
tric cars so we can sell those cars to
China, so we can make the solar cells
and sell them to Korea, so we can make
wind turbines and sell them to Den-
mark.

It is this vision of Barack Obama
that is going to help grow jobs in this
country. And when we pass this cap-
and-trade bill, two things are going to
happen: money is going to go back to
the American consumers to help them
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buy these energy-efficient products,
and we are going to create millions of
new jobs.

That is a Barack Obama hope for the
future, and it is going to come to pass.

———

WASHINGTON MUST MAKE
SACRIFICES

(Mr. LEE of New York asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speak-
er, every day western New Yorkers tell
me what sacrifices they are making
during these tough economic times. I
wish the same could be said for Wash-
ington.

This Congress has already missed two
opportunities to impose fiscal restraint
with the stimulus and the omnibus
spending bills. Now the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office tells us
that the administration’s budget pro-
posal will produce $9.3 trillion in budg-
et deficits over the next 10 years. As
this chart demonstrates, that amount
represents more than two-and-a-half
times the budget deficits of the prior
administration, which in itself was
faulted for spending too much.

Taxpayers will be stuck paying more
than $1 trillion in interest payments on
this excessive borrowing. Today’s red
ink will bring impossible choices for
our children and our grandchildren.

We need to make Washington do
more with less, just as western New
Yorkers have for many years.

———

HONORING THE LIVES OF OAK-

LAND POLICE OFFICERS SER-
GEANT ERVIN ROMANS AND
MARK DUNAKIN

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I
rise to honor four police officers who
gave their lives in the line of duty in a
tragic shooting in Oakland this past
weekend.

I join all of Northern California in
mourning their loss and honoring their
sacrifice.

Two of these brave officers lived in
my district. Sergeant Ervin Romans of
Danville, California, was a member of
the SWAT team and had served with
the Oakland Police Department for 13
years. He was a recipient of the depart-
ment’s Medal of Valor for bravery. Erv,
as he was known, leaves behind his wife
and three children.

Sergeant Mark Dunakin of Tracy
served with the Oakland Police Depart-
ment for 18 years. He was known and
respected as a passionate guardian of
public safety. Sergeant Dunakin grew
up in Pleasanton and is survived by his
wife and three children.

These heroic officers dedicated their
lives so that we might live in safety.
My thoughts and prayers are with their
families and their loved ones during
this difficult time.
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DAWN JOHNSEN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama’s appointment to head the
Justice Department’s Office of Legal
Counsel is truly from the far left rad-
ical fringe.

Dawn Johnsen, a former attorney for
one of the radical abortion groups, is a
step back for a President who has
claimed he would like to find common
ground on the abortion issue. Ms.
Johnsen’s own quotes speak for her
radical views. She has equated preg-
nancy to slavery when she said that
laws restricting a woman’s abortion
choice ‘‘are disturbingly suggestive of
involuntary servitude.” She has lik-
ened pregnant mothers to ‘‘no more
than fetal containers.”” She has likened
pro-life advocates to ‘‘terrorists,’”’ call-
ing them ‘‘remarkably similar to the
Ku Klux Klan.”

Her appointment is a slap in the face
to all fair-minded persons, not just pro-
life Americans. The President should
withdraw her nomination or else the
Senate should reject it.

————
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WE MUST PASS THIS BUDGET

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to speak to middle-class families
facing job loss or shrinking incomes.
They may feel left out of the bailouts.
That is why I am happy to report that
the President’s budget will help them
by making the $800 Make Work Pay tax
cut permanent; by expanding the child
tax credit for millions of families with
children; by making college more af-
fordable by making the $2,500 American
opportunity tax credit permanent; by
permanently protecting millions of
middle-class families from being hit by
the AMT; by expanding the earned in-
come tax credit; by expanding the cur-
rent tax credit for saving for retire-
ment and providing for automatic en-
rollment in IRAs and 401(k)s; and by
eliminating capital gains on small
businesses.

The President’s budget cuts taxes for
95 percent of Americans, while the
budget invests in programs that create
jobs, makes education affordable, and
encourages clean American energy. It
helps the middle class, which is why we
must pass this budget.

——
BUDGET

(Mr. GRAVES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, the
President’s budget is going to cost
Americans trillions of dollars. How
does he want to pay for it? By taxing
small businesses, the very people who
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are responsible for creating 7 out of
every 10 jobs.

Many small business owners file their
taxes as individuals. So let’s be honest
about who we’re asking to pay for this
unprecedented expansion of govern-
ment. Every dollar we take from small
business owners is a dollar that cannot
be used to reinvest in their businesses
or hire more workers.

The President and his friends in Con-
gress act like they know the needs of
small business owners. The President’s
announcement last Monday to ‘‘help”
small businesses with SBA loans was a
clear example of just how out of touch
the President is. According to a recent
survey of small business owners, 90 per-
cent of owners said they have never
even applied for an SBA loan.

Congress must reject the President’s
budget which spends too much, borrows
too much, and taxes our Nation’s hard-
working small business owners.

Our job here in Congress is to put the
American people back to work, not
grow government.

HONORING SERGEANT MATTHEW
W. ECKERSON

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and honor
the service of U.S. Army Sergeant Mat-
thew W. HEckerson from my hometown
of Erie, Pennsylvania

I have a picture of Sergeant
Eckerson. While serving in Sadr City,
Iraq, this 24-year-old was injured after
a roadside bomb hit his tank on April
24, 2004. Sergeant Eckerson was no
stranger to these kinds of attacks.
While serving overseas, he has experi-
enced five other roadside bombings
while in a tank or Humvee, attacks
which left him with traumatic brain
injuries from the blasts. His bravery
earned him four Army Medals of Com-
mendation, as well as the Purple Heart.

Sergeant Eckerson is now medically
retired from the Army after 6 years of
active duty, a total of 33 months served
in Iraq from 2004 to 2008. He is cur-
rently enrolled at the University of
Phoenix, seeking a degree in business
management with a concentration in
politics.

Madam Speaker, I am so grateful to
Sergeant Eckerson for his patriotism
and service to our country. This war
has affected me personally, and I do
not take his service for granted.

My nephew and his wife have served
four and three tours in Iraq, respec-
tively, and my foster son served in Iraq
and came home suffering from PTSD.

Thank you to Sergeant Eckerson,
and God bless all the other brave men
and women in uniform for their service
to our country.
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TAXES ON AMERICAN-MADE EN-
ERGY ARE TAXES ON ALL
AMERICANS

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker,
last night the President tried to make
a case for his $3.6 trillion budget. He
suggested that more than $30 billion in
new taxes on America’s energy pro-
ducers would not cost American jobs.

I represent a number of America’s
small energy producers and the support
companies, service workers, and others
who responsibly provide the energy
powering America. The President’s
budget would force them out of busi-
ness and send their work and their jobs
overseas.

But this is what the President failed
to tell those listening last night. His
new energy taxes would hit every sin-
gle American. The new taxes in his car-
bon program would increase electricity
prices, the price at the pump, and home
heating oil costs.

Republicans believe we must be good
stewards of the environment, and Lou-
isiana workers prove every day that we
can produce energy in an environ-
mentally responsible way.

Let’s work together to create jobs
and keep energy costs down.

The President’s plan to hike taxes on
Americans who are already struggling
with a slow economy is just the wrong
way to be going. Let’s make America
competitive again and get Americans
working. That’s the kind of stimulus
Americans and our economy really
need.

TAMPA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
FUNDING

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam
Speaker, last month when we worked
with President Obama to adopt an eco-
nomic recovery plan, our intent was to
put people back to work. Well, the re-
covery plan is just now starting to
work, and I'm very pleased to report
that this week I joined the director of
the Tampa International Airport to an-
nounce that $8 million from the recov-
ery plan will come to the Tampa Bay
area to reconstruct our fabulous air-
port. In particular, we are going to re-
construct a taxiway and begin con-
struction on a new north terminal.

Now, this is absolutely vital because
the unemployment rate in my home-
town now is about 10 percent. So when
we can put folks back to work, the
utilities, especially in the hard-hit con-
struction sector, rebuilding this fabu-
lous economic engine in my commu-
nity, I know that it is going to have a
ripple effect throughout my local econ-
omy.

This is what’s happening all across
America. So as we recover and put peo-
ple back to work, America will be
stronger than ever before.
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