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deficits under President Bush com-
bined. If I could show you the projected
deficits, they are all trillion-dollar
deficits out for 10 years as far as we
can look.

So I think we need to really question
some of the rhetoric we are hearing
about fiscal responsibility about this
present administration. These deficits
have both immediate and long-term
consequences. The long-term con-
sequences are the debt that we are
leaving to our children. In the more
immediate term, they represent the
eroding of our standing in the world.
They are going to feed inflation and
undermine the value of the dollar.

Last month, I met with a delegation
of Chinese officials. The first question
they asked me was, ‘‘Congressman, is
America abandoning the free market
system?”’

I mean the world is watching us, and
they have expressed some hesitancy
about buying more of our debt. I think,
when we go in the market this year
with $2 trillion or $3 trillion in treas-
uries to fund our budget, it is going to
be harder and harder to find willing
buyers.

When the rest of the world watches
as the U.S. Government takes over pri-
vate businesses, as government spend-
ing grows and as the government
crowds out the private sector and sti-
fles innovation and the entrepreneurial
spirit on which this Nation was found-
ed, we have serious problems. When we
take these kinds of actions and make
these kinds of policies, we are jeopard-
izing our standing in the world and our
future.

How can we be the leader of the free
world with this kind of government
intervention and undermining of the
free market?

I also want to point out here that
there is a good lesson here on this bot-
tom chart. You see these 4 years right
here in a row. That is when the Repub-
licans were in control of Congress and
when President Clinton was in office.
For the first time in years, we balanced
the budget 4 consecutive years in a
row, and we paid down on the public
debt 4 years in a row. Now, Clinton de-
serves some credit, and the Congress
deserves some credit, but we balanced
the budget 4 years in a row.

The lesson here is that real biparti-
sanship works. The phony bipartisan-
ship of wanting us to come in at the
last minute and vote for something
that we did not have any opportunity
to create or to craft in the first place
will not work. Real bipartisanship
works and policies matter, and some
policies help create an environment in
which our economy can thrive.

The government cannot create
wealth. The American people, entre-
preneurs and businesses must do that.
Yet the government can and at times
has implemented flawed policies like
spending too much, taxing too much
and borrowing too much like we are
seeing right now. Those policies have
economic consequences.
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OMNIBUS LANDS BILL THREATENS
SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. LuMMIs) for 3 minutes.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

I rise to support the Hastings amend-
ment to the omnibus lands bill. I want
to give you two examples why and they
couldn’t be farther apart and still be in
America.

One is here in Washington, D.C. I had
a friend who worked for the Federal
Government who was getting threat-
ening phone calls from a disgruntled
former employee. She was an older
woman who lived alone and worked for
an agency here in the Federal Govern-
ment. And so she got a concealed weap-
ons permit to protect herself and was
commuting in and out of D.C. to an ad-
jacent State. Having that concealed
weapon would have been illegal under
the new judge’s ruling, which is why
the Hastings amendment to the omni-
bus lands bill needs to be adopted.

Now here is my example from the
West. It is springtime. We’re just start-
ing to fix fence after a long winter that
broke down some of the fences. When
you’re sitting on the ground fixing a
fence and you’re sitting right next to a
rattlesnake, it can be very dis-
concerting. So a number of us carry
weapons while we’re fixing fence. If you
let a weapon be hidden under your
coat, even accidentally, you need a
concealed weapons permit. So some
people get concealed weapons permits
and carry a weapon while they’re fixing
fence. Well, if you happen to be one of
those people who is also driving be-
tween Cody, Wyoming and Jackson,
Wyoming, you’re going to go through
Yellowstone National Park. That is
your commute. And it would be illegal
to have that weapon under this recent
judge’s ruling.

Mr. Speaker, both the Bush and the
Obama administration have pushed for-
ward with a rule to allow the carrying
of concealed weapons on these lands
subject to local State laws. By doing
s0, they bring these public lands in line
with millions of acres of BLM and For-
est Service lands where the application
of local gun laws have guided our pub-
lic land managers well. It took just one
U.S. District Judge to throw that con-
sistency out the window, but this Con-
gress has the opportunity to renew it
should the Democrat leadership in the
House allow just one simple amend-
ment to address the protection of our
second amendment rights. Sadly, they
are refusing to do so, placing the im-
portance of a political win on the pub-
lic lands omnibus bill above the con-
stitutional rights of our citizenry to
keep and bear arms.

I urge the Rules Committee and the
House Democrat leadership to recon-
sider their priorities and to allow us to
protect second amendment rights when
we consider the public lands bill to-
morrow.
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RECORD DEBT, HIGHEST DEFICIT
SINCE WORLD WAR II: BIPAR-
TISAN SAFE COMMISSION IS THE
WAY FORWARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Last week, the national debt topped
$11 trillion for the first time in history.
On Friday, the Congressional Budget
Office reported that the Federal deficit
will soar past $1.8 trillion this year,
which would be the highest recorded
since World War II, deficits for as far as
the eye can see.

By 2019 the government will be pay-
ing over $800 billion annually just in
interest on the debt, borrowing money
from China and other countries.

Congressman COOPER of Tennessee
and I have introduced the bipartisan
SAFE Commission Act to create a na-
tional commission aimed at addressing
entitlement spending and our national
tax policy with everything on the
table. It’s bipartisan, with exactly 26
Republicans and 26 Democrats joining
as original cosponsors. A similar pro-
posal in the Senate has the support of
Senator KENT CONRAD, chairman of the
Senate Budget Committee, and ranking
member Senator JUDD GREGG.

The commission would force Con-
gress to act on the mountains of debt
under which we are burying our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. Without it,
we will have the same old tired process,
drawing lines in the sand while the tsu-
nami of debt comes crashing over our
shores.

According to a recent Peter Hart/
Public Opinion Strategies survey, 56
percent of registered voters prefer a bi-
partisan commission to the regular
congressional process as the best
means of tackling our growing budget
deficit and national debt. The current
process isn’t working. In other words,
the American people understand we are
in trouble, yet Congress continues to
fiddle while Rome burns. Congress is
made up of parents and grandparents,
yet we seem to be prepared to push all
of the debt we are creating off to our
children and grandchildren.

The American people are experi-
encing a crisis in confidence and they
are worried about our country. When
we gain control of reckless spending,
we will be able to rebuild the economy
and see a brighter and stronger Amer-
ica, stronger for us and stronger for our
children and our grandchildren, to
bring about a renaissance.

How will history judge the 111th Con-
gress if it doesn’t deal with this issue?
Cosponsoring the Cooper-Wolf SAFE
Commission is supporting the bipar-
tisan way forward. If any Member has a
better idea that can honestly pass this
place, then they ought to put it for-
ward. If they can’t, we should pass the
Cooper-Wolf bill.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 21
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at noon.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

In the great scheme of things, it is
You, Lord God, that can make the dif-
ference. Day by day, we make judg-
ments and casual decisions. They all
add up to a sense of direction. We move
along a path in our personal lives. We
set a path for this Nation. Guide us
every step of the way, Lord.

Representatives in the United States
Congress hold the hopes and perspec-
tives of constituents and bring them to
light on the floor of the House. To
make daily decisions, they take all this
into account, and yet they are ap-
pointed to be the ones to decide what is
of most need for the Nation. Grant
them prudence, patience, and persever-
ance. We ask this calling upon Your
Holy Name, now and forever.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. GAR-
RETT) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ELECTING A MINORITY MEMBER
TO A CERTAIN STANDING COM-
MITTEE

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Repub-
lican Conference, I send to the desk a
privileged resolution and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 277

Resolved, That the following member be,
and is hereby, elected to the following stand-
ing committee:

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET—Mr. Latta.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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KEEP TO THE FACTS IN DEBATING
THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, the President has
sent his budget proposal to the Con-
gress, and for the next few weeks we
will debate it, but let’s keep to the
facts in debating it.

There have been partisan attacks
that claim that President Obama’s
budget will raise taxes on small busi-
nesses. In fact, the President’s budget
eliminates the capital gains tax for in-
dividuals on the sale of certain small
business stocks and makes the research
and experimentation tax credit perma-
nent.

These proposals will spur investment
and innovation to help small busi-
nesses. These are the job-creating en-
gines of our economy, and nowhere else
but in California can you see them so
prominently working in this economy
to build those jobs we so desperately
need. Ninety-seven percent of all small
businesses will not see their taxes in-
crease in 2010.

What else is in the budget for small
businesses? Twenty-eight billion dol-
lars in loan guarantees to expand cred-
it availability for small businesses at a
time when it is really needed and sup-
port for the $1.1 billion in direct dis-
aster loans for businesses, homes, and
homeowners.

———

THE CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE AND
THE REPORTER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over
the last few years, numerous reporters
in the United States have been subpoe-
naed about their confidential sources.

Law enforcement, namely prosecu-
tors, hear about a story that a news re-
porter covers regarding scandals, cor-
ruption, crime, or coverups, and then
has the reporter subpoenaed to testify
before a grand jury. The purpose of the
grand jury investigation is to find out
who gave such information to the re-
porter, with the goal to bring the con-
fidential source before the grand jury
to testify.

Most States protect journalists from
having to reveal that source. However,
there is no Federal law to shield the
identity of confidential sources. The
protection of the source’s identity is
important because, without such a
guarantee, sources would be fearful of
possible reprisals if they revealed the
information. Thus, the public would
never know about the information.

With a few exceptions, prosecutors
should not depend on reporters and
their sources to root out crime. If whis-
tle-blowers and reporters are protected
by a shield law, the public’s right to
know will be enhanced with the free
flow of information.
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And that’s just the way it is.

——————

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I'm
proud of the work Congress and the
President have accomplished in just
over 2 months: Expanded health care
for 11 million children; assistance to
families to maintain their health cov-
erage through COBRA; funds to help
States prevent cuts to Medicaid; and
investments in safe and cost-saving
electronic health record technology.

Some naysayers claim that the Presi-
dent and Congress are doing too much
too soon. But we cannot fix our econ-
omy without fixing our broken health
care system. And that’s why I'm here
today, to mark Cover the Uninsured
Week with a call to action, action to
achieve comprehensive health care re-
form, not next year, not in 4 years, but
this year.

We have over 45 million individuals
who lack health coverage in this coun-
try. Fifty-six billion dollars in unpaid
bills are driving up the cost of insur-
ance for everyone.

Reforming health care will strength-
en our middle class, help businesses
create jobs and be competitive, rebuild
the economy and put our Nation on a
sound financial footing far into the fu-
ture.

Now is the time for comprehensive
health care reform.

——————

THE DEMOCRAT BUDGET
BORROWS TOO MUCH

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. During
the last campaign, Hillary Clinton said
that she had a million good ideas. She
probably never thought that she would
be outbid by this new administration
that has a million bad ideas that are
going to cost American taxpayers lit-
erally trillions of dollars.

This current budget spends too much,
taxes too much, and borrows too much.
It spends too much, and it’s coming up
to $2.3 trillion more than the White
House even estimated a short time ago.

It taxes too much because every
hardworking American household
across this country is going to see
their taxes go up by over $3,000. While
they’re struggling with paying their
bills, their taxes will be rising.

It borrows too much because it’s
going to increase the debt on taxpayers
across this country. Right now it
stands at about $35,000 per capita. It’s
going to double in 8 years to around
$70,000.

You know, Americans were voting for
a change. I think at the end they were
really hoping for something better
than this.
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