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SUPPORTING NATIONAL WOMEN’S
HISTORY MONTH

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 211) supporting the
goals and ideals of National Women’s
History Month.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 211

Whereas the purpose of National Women’s
History Month is to increase awareness and
knowledge of women’s involvement in his-
tory;

Whereas as recently as the 1970s, women’s
history was rarely included in the kinder-
garten through grade 12 curriculum and was
not part of public awareness;

Whereas the Education Task Force of the
Sonoma County (California) Commission on
the Status of Women initiated a ‘“Women’s
History Week” celebration in 1978 centered
around International Women’s History Day,
which is celebrated on March 8th;

Whereas in 1981, responding to the growing
popularity of women’s history celebrations,
Congress passed a resolution making Wom-
en’s History Week a national observance;

Whereas during this time, using informa-
tion provided by the National Women’s His-
tory Project, founded in Sonoma County,
California, thousands of schools and commu-
nities joined in the commemoration of Na-
tional Women’s History Week, with support
and encouragement from governors, city
councils, school boards, and Congress;

Whereas in 1987, the National Women’s His-
tory Project petitioned Congress to expand
the national celebration to include the en-
tire month of March;

Whereas educators, workplace program
planners, parents, and community organiza-
tions in thousands of American commu-
nities, under the guidance of the National
Women’s History Project, have turned Na-
tional Women’s History Month into a major
local learning experience and celebration;

Whereas the popularity of women’s history
celebrations has sparked a new interest in
uncovering women'’s forgotten heritage;

Whereas the President’s Commission on
the Celebration of Women in American His-
tory was established to consider how best to
acknowledge and celebrate the roles and ac-
complishments of women in American his-
tory;

Whereas the National Women’s History
Museum was founded in 1996 as an institu-
tion dedicated to preserving, interpreting,
and celebrating the diverse historic con-
tributions of women, and integrating this
rich heritage fully into the Nation’s teach-
ings and history books;

Whereas the House of Representatives rec-
ognizes March 2009 as National Women’s His-
tory Month; and

Whereas the theme of National Women’s
History Month for 2009 is women taking the
lead to save our planet: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Women’s History Month; and

(2) recognizes and honors the women and
organizations in the United States that have
fought for and continue to promote the
teaching of women’s history.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. ISsA) each will
control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleagues in consideration of
H. Res. 211, which is designed to pro-
vide recognition and support for Na-
tional Women’s History Month, which
is commemorated annually during the
month of March.

Sponsored by our colleague, Con-
gresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY of Cali-
fornia, H. Res. 211 was introduced on
March 5, 2009, and is currently cospon-
sored by 115 Members of Congress, both
men and women, as well as from both
sides of the aisle. The measure was
considered by Chairman TOWNS and the
Oversight panel on March 10, 2009,
where it was passed without objection
by voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, I contend that it would
be challenging to recount history with-
out recognizing the profound role that
women have played in every commu-
nity, State, and country throughout
the world. While only a small measure
of appreciation, today’s consideration
of H. Res. 211 is designed to express the
appreciation and the gratitude of this
legislative body for the priceless and
timeless contribution of women
throughout history.

The origins of National Women’s His-
tory Month dates back to 1978 when or-
ganizers in Sonoma County, California,
established a public celebration of
women’s history, calling it ‘“Women’s
History Week.” In 1987, Congress ex-
panded the celebration to a month-long
commemoration by declaring March as
Women’s History Month.

Since the 1970s, we in American have
seen notable growth in the study and
expansion of women’s history. In fact,
today almost every college offers wom-
en’s history courses and most major
graduate programs offer doctoral de-
grees in this important field of study.

Even today, we continue to witness
women history makers—from our very
own Speaker of the House to the
Speaker of the California State Assem-
bly. From Governors and mayors to
successful businesswomen, scientists,
athletes, teachers and, of course, moth-
ers, women are clearly making a dif-
ference in our country and in our
world.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I join with my col-
leagues in recognizing Women’s His-
tory Month. This is important. We rec-
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ognize a great many days and months
here in the Capitol, and sometimes we
get disparaged for it. But I think when
we look at the important role and the
partnership since Colonial times until
this very day that women have spent
and made in our history, we do so with-
out it being properly marked in his-
tory.

One needs to dig a little deeper in
order to see the equal participation of
women. Our Founding Fathers did not
make the decision to go to war without
the support of their families because
their land, their property, and their
very lives were at stake when they
made that decision.

Since 1987, this country has recog-
nized Women’s History Month in this
month, and we should. National Wom-
en’s History Month has also received
the support of Federal, State, and local
officials that allow for public fora to
raise the awareness and perhaps to in-
spire a next generation of women to do
all that they can do, be all that they
can be, and participate in ways that
women throughout our history have,
and more.

So I join with my colleagues, and
particularly my California colleague,
Representative WOOLSEY, in asking
that we take a moment to recognize
Women’s History Month.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I recognize
the sponsor of the resolution, Ms.
WOOLSEY of California, for 4 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Women’s History Month. Women
were once considered second-class citi-
zens whose rights were restricted, from
voting to property ownership. But
today, women serve in the Senate and
the House of Representatives, they
serve as members of the President’s
cabinet, and as Speaker of the House of
Representatives. It is important that
the role that women have played in
shaping this country is honored. How-
ever, it wasn’t until the late 1970s that
women’s history was taught in our
schools. It was almost completely ab-
sent in media coverage and cultural
celebrations.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, in 1998, the
Education Task Force of the Sonoma
County Commission on the Status of
Women, when I was the Chair of the
Commission on the Status of Women,
initiated a women’s history week cele-
bration, a celebration that centered
around International Women’s History
Day. The National Women’s History
Project, located in my district, was
founded in 1980 by many dedicated
women who poured their hearts and
their ideas into promoting and expand-
ing the weeklong celebration. Because

several dedicated women, including
Molly Murphy MacGregor, Mary
Ruthsdotter, Maria Cuevas, Paula

Hammett, and Bette Morgan, decided
to write women back into history,
thousands of schools and communities
then started to commemorate Women’s
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History Week by bringing lessons on
women’s achievements into the class-
room, staging parades, and engaging
neighborhoods and churches in celebra-
tion of the contributions of women.

The hard work and dedication of
these women and the support of the
Sonoma County Commission on the
Status of Women paid off. They started
a national movement, and in 1981 Con-
gress responded to the growing popu-
larity of Women’s History Week by
making it a national observance in 1987
and expanding the week to a month,
the month of March.

Imagine what American history les-
sons would be today without teaching
about Harriet Tubman’s Underground
Railroad; or the work of Elizabeth
Cady Stanton or Susan B. Anthony,
and the many women who fought for
women’s suffrage; or Dr. Sally K. Ride,
who was the first woman in space, en-
couraging more girls to be interested
in science.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in reaffirming our
commitment to the celebration of
women’s history by supporting H. Res.
211, to ensure our grandchildren and
great grandchildren learn more about
women like Amelia Earhart and, even-
tually, the first woman President.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man ToOwNS, Chairman CLAY, and
Ranking Member ISsSA for supporting
this resolution. Let us reflect on the
contributions of women. Let us reflect
on their place in history, with the hope
that the day will come, and soon, when
it is impossible to study American his-
tory without remembering the con-
tribution of women.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

As cochair of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Women’s Issues, it gives me
great pleasure to rise in strong support
of H. Res. 211, Recognizing March As
Women’s History Month. I want to
thank Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY
for introducing this resolution, and to
acknowledge our own woman Speaker
of the House, NANCY PELOSI.

Women’s History Month is about rec-
ognizing the achievements of women
throughout our history, while also ac-
knowledging the significant obstacles
they had to overcome along the road to
success, and the many we still face. I
want to thank President Obama for
creating, this month, a high-level
White House Council on Women and
Girls.

Our women’s caucus, which is co-
chaired by my friend and colleague,
MARY FALLIN, is dedicated to address-
ing those challenges by supporting leg-
islation and developing policies
through our eight task forces. And I
want to thank my sisters in the House
for making history that will 1lift
women and girls in the United States
and around the world. We, as the more
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privileged women of the United States
of America, see ourselves as part of an
international sisterhood, where women
in places like the Congo are facing a
weapon of war that is low cost and low
tech called rape. We are concerned
about our sisters here in the United
States who are victims of domestic vio-
lence and discrimination in the work-
place. We understand all these chal-
lenges, but we have seen women
throughout history, fierce and strong
women, who have stood up to those and
overcome those challenges, and we
want to acknowledge those women on
whose shoulders we stand and to pledge
in their memory to go forward on their
behalf.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I yield 2 minutes to my good friend
from the State of Wisconsin (Ms.
MOORE).

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. As a vice
chair of the Congressional Women’s
Caucus, I proudly rise today in support
of House Resolution 211, honoring the
contributions that women have made
to history both at home and abroad.

Women have never, ever had it easy,
and it is vital that as we continue to
move forward, we never forget the con-
tributions of those who came before us.
Whether it was Harriet Tubman, re-
peatedly risking death to lead slaves
through the dangers and trials of the
underground railroad, or Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony
organizing, against the wisdom of the
day, to convince the male electorate to
let women vote, over and over and over
again women have stood up and de-
manded the rights that are due to
them. And today, with so much uncer-
tainty in our economy, it is women in
households across our country who are
pooling together their resources to
make sure their families can eat and
that their children are on time for
school. So let us remember Mother
Ruth, Big Mama, Aunt Peaches, and
Grandma Helen.

This resolution honors the contribu-
tions that women have made through
history. But it does more than that. It
reminds us of the strength and dignity
that we possess in even the most uncer-
tain times, and it urges us to seek out
and stamp out injustice against women
and their families wherever we see it. I
urge support for H. Res. 211.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I recognize my friend from Ohio, the
most senior female in the House, Ms.
KAPTUR, for 2 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank Chairman
CLAY for moving this bill forward. I
thank him for yielding me time. I want
to thank Congresswoman WOOLSEY for
her great leadership in introducing
House Resolution 211, honoring the
contributions of women across history,
and certainly here in our great coun-
try. I want to thank Congressman ISSA
for his support.

I also want to say that we have a
long way to go. As far as we have come,
we have even further to go. The major-
ity of women’s contributions in history
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have never been recorded. So much of
what women have lived has not even
been put to pen and to page; and that
is no more true than here in the House
of Representatives itself.

I was so pleased the other day to
walk in the main corridor on the first
floor of the Capitol, and to see for the
first time in history the portrait of
Shirley Chisholm hung in a place
where most people who travel here will
actually witness the first African
American woman ever to be elected to
the Congress of the United States, and
who campaigned for me in my very
first campaign. She left in 1983.

For a very long time, indeed the first
200 years of our country, up until this
last decade, the only portrait of a
woman hung in this House was of Poca-
hontas over in the main dome of the
Capitol as she saved the life of John
Smith around the year 1623. But it
wasn’t until this last decade where we
tried to get the portraits of women
hung in this Capitol, and it has proved
to be as hard as winning the Revolu-
tionary War.

Mary Norton, the child of Irish immi-
grants, has finally been hung in the
Education and Labor Committee as the
first woman to chair a committee in
this House, the Education and Labor
Committee. She wrote the National
Labor Relations Act, No Child Labor,
time-and-a-half overtime, minimum
wage. And for all those years, from the
Great Depression until this past year,
her portrait was in a closet here in the
Capitol. Imagine that. Jeannette
Rankin, the first woman to ever serve
from the State of Montana before suf-
frage was even adopted, never a por-
trait of her. Finally, it was commis-
sioned. We worked so hard. She is hung
up on the third floor as you come off to
the visitor’s gallery.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. CLAY. I yield the gentlewoman
another 30 seconds.

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank the gentleman
for that time. And, to say, when the
Senate saw what we did in the House,
they hung a portrait of Hattie
Carraway, the first woman elected to
the Senate, over on the Senate side.

So the road has been a very long
road, even here inside the Capitol,
which is supposed to reflect the history
of the American people. We know as
women, at the founding of our republic,
as with slaves, we were considered
three-quarters of a person, and it was
not until 1920 with adoption of the 19th
amendment to our Constitution were
we considered full persons. And it was
not until the Married Women Property
Acts were passed in the State of New
York in the late 1800s that in fact
women began to emerge from the
shackles that had held them in bond-
age for all of recorded history.

I congratulate my dear friend from
California, Congresswoman WOOLSEY. I
thank the chairman of the Committee.
Thank you for bringing us into the 21st
century.
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Mr. CLAY. Let me first of all thank
the gentlewoman from Ohio for that
quick history lesson on women’s his-
tory in this Capitol. I want to yield to
my friend from South Dakota (Ms.
HERSETH SANDLIN) for 2 minutes.

MS. HERSETH SANDLIN. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Missouri for yielding. I rise in strong
support of House Resolution 211, a reso-
lution Supporting the Goals and Ideals
of National Women’s History Month.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
resolution, along with many of my col-
leagues, and would like to thank Con-
gresswoman WOOLSEY for introducing
this legislation, recognizing the crit-
ical role women have played in shaping
the Nation we are proud to call home
today.

Women like the pioneers who helped
settle the great plains in the West, the
women who were the suffragettes
working to ensure women’s right to
vote, the role of so many women on the
home front and abroad throughout our
Nation’s history and serving in our
Armed Forces, the important and posi-
tive influence of women across the
country in the workplace, in public
service, and throughout our commu-
nities.

Although we have certainly come a
long way in ensuring equal treatment
of women, challenges do remain. In
recognition of the need to address the
obstacles women still face, President
Obama signed an executive order re-
cently, creating the White House Coun-
cil on Women and Girls, and I was hon-
ored to participate in the signing cere-
mony at the White House.

Given the number of working moth-
ers in South Dakota, one of the highest
numbers per capita in the country, and
having recently become a working
mother myself, I will be particularly
interested in this new council’s focus
on this aspect of women and families. I
am proud of the progress we have made
to integrate the stories of heroic Amer-
ican women into the discussion of our
Nation’s history. I encourage schools
and organizations across the country
to participate in the celebration of Na-
tional Women’s History Month and
make their own unique contribution to
the ongoing narrative of the history of
women in America.

I would like to thank again Congress-
woman WOOLSEY for introducing this
important resolution. I thank her for
her leadership, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support the resolution.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I would like to recognize the distin-
guished gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms.
T1TUS) for 2 minutes.
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Ms. TITUS. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man, for yielding.

Today I rise in strong support of H.
Res. 211 and National Women’s History
Month, which this year celebrates
women who are taking the lead to save
our planet. Women have played a crit-
ical role in the fight to protect the
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Earth as activists, scientists and public
servants. In Nevada, many of the early
environmental activists, like Tina
Nappe, were women inspired to act by
their childhood experiences in the
beautiful Silver State. They have been
joined by respected scientists, such as
Dr. Peg Rees, dedicated to finding new
ways to protect the desert for future
generations.

As public servants, women have also
made a significant contribution to sav-
ing our planet. In the Nevada legisla-
ture, for example, our women members
have been ahead of their time, cham-
pioning issues from renewable energy
development, like Sheila Leslie, to
smart growth, like Chris Giunchigliani.
These many accomplishments are
being documented, analyzed and dis-
seminated to the public by the Wom-
en’s Research Institute at the Univer-
sity of Nevada in Las Vegas under the
able direction of Dr. Joanne Goodwin.

But Women’s History Month is not
only a month of remembrance of the
important women of our past. It is an
inspiration for the next generation of
women and a call for them to continue
the fight to leave this precious rock a
better place to our children than we
found it. So, thank you, Mr. Chairman,
and thank you especially, Ms. WOOL-
SEY, for offering this important resolu-
tion that commemorates the 22nd anni-
versary of National Women’s History
Month.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I believe today as we
move this important piece of legisla-
tion recognizing Women’s History
Month that we realize that women
have played an important part in both
parties and in all the major issues of
our time. Certainly when we view
Susan B. Anthony through the role she
played as a strong women’s suffragette
and as a strong advocate for women’s
rights, the right of life, a strong pro-
life advocate, we realize that women
have played an important role in polit-
ical decisions, decisions of war and
peace and in development of so many
things in our country. And they con-
tinue to do so today.

So, I would hope that as we recognize
Women’s History Month, we recognize
that women are just as independent in
their politics, in their desires and in
their beliefs as any man would ever
hope to be, and that we not falsely de-
termine that somehow women will save
the planet where men won’t, or that
there aren’t women developing innova-
tive solutions including next genera-
tion nuclear, wind and solar, and, be-
yond that, solutions that haven’t even
been talked about on the House floor.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CLAY. At this time, Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize my friend
from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCcHULTZ) for 2 minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise in recognition of
National Women’s History Month.
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With this year’s theme of ‘“Women
Taking the Lead to Save Our Planet,”
I am pleased to recognize the many
women who have showed exceptional
vision and leadership in the ongoing ef-
forts to save our planet, women like
Carol Browner, the White House Coor-
dinator of Energy and Climate Policy,
Speaker NANCY PELOSI, the first ever
female Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives, Eileen Collins, the
first woman shuttle commander, and
Nan Rich, my State senator, who just
became the first female Democratic
leader in the Florida State Senate in
our history. These women exemplify
that a woman can do any job a man
can do. As we saw during the Presi-
dential election, women like Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton showed Ameri-
cans that women are ready to lead.

My daughter, Rebecca, turned in her
fourth grade biography report on Susan
B. Anthony this week. She and I
learned together about the right to
vote and equal access to education for
women that she fought for so valiantly
but never lived to see. As the mother of
two young daughters, it is so impor-
tant to me that they see strong women
taking the lead to repair our world.

As we look to the future and the
steps that must be taken to save our
planet, women can and will take the
lead.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise in strong support of House
Resolution 211, a bill to support the goals and
ideals of National Women’s History Month.

| would like to send a tribute out to all of the
women trailblazers who have contributed so
much to our country. And | think St. Patrick’s
Day is the perfect time to remember them! |
would like to begin by sending a very special
thank you to former Congresswoman Pat
Schroeder of Colorado; Congresswoman
Carrie Meek of Florida; and Congresswoman
Barbara Kennelly of Connecticut; and to some
of the women Members who | had the honor
to serve with in this body and recently passed:
The Honorable Stephanie Tubbs-Jones of
Ohio; The Honorable Julia Carson of Indiana;
and the Honorable Juanita Millender-McDon-
ald of California.

| would also like to discuss a few of the
women who served as mentors to me over the
years. | remember growing up in Jacksonville,
back in the civil rights era in the United States.
And | knew | wanted to do something—get in-
volved in something big—to make a dif-
ference. And | was inspired by a strong willed
woman, Ms. Gwendelyn Sawyer Cherry, who
would stop at nothing to change the terrible ills
that our society, and in particular, African
Americans, were facing in that time period.

Ms. Sawyer Cherry was the first African-
American woman to practice law in Dade
County, Florida, and became one of the first
nine attorneys who initially served at Legal
Services in Greater Miami in 1966. She was
elected as a state representative in 1970, be-
coming the first African-American woman to
serve as a legislator for the State of Florida.
She was elected to four terms and served until
1979.

During her term, she introduced the Equal
Rights Amendment in Florida, chaired the
State of Florida’s committee for International
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Woman’s Year in 1978, and co-authored Por-
traits in Color. | thank you, Ms. Sawyer Cher-
ry, for all you have done for our nation and for
the state of Florida.

And the last woman | would like to mention
is a very near and dear friend of mine; an Afri-
can American woman who served with me
both in the Florida state legislature and came
up to Washington with me in 1993. | am refer-
ring to, of course, Ms. Carrie Meek of Miami.

The granddaughter of a slave and the
daughter of former sharecroppers, she spent
her childhood in segregated Tallahassee. She
then went on to graduate from Florida A&M
University in 1946, at a time when African
Americans could not attend graduate school in
Florida, so she was forced to travel North to
continue her studies and ended up graduating
from the University of Michigan.

Ms. Meek went on to become a Florida
state representative in 1979, and was the first
African American female elected to the Florida
State Senate in 1982. As a state senator,
Meek served on the Education Appropriations
Subcommittee, and her efforts in the Legisla-
ture also led to the construction of thousands
of affordable rental housing units.

In 1992, Congresswoman Carrie Meek was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives
from Florida’s 17th Congressional District. This
made Ms. Meek, along with myself and Con-
gressman ALCEE HASTINGS, to serve as the
first black lawmakers elected to represent
Florida in Congress since Reconstruction.
Upon taking office, Ms. Meek was faced the
extreme task of helping her district recover
from Hurricane Andrew’s devastation, and her
efforts helped to provide $100 million in fed-
eral assistance to rebuild Dade County.

As a powerful and hard working Member of
the appropriations committee, Congress-
woman Meek became a leader on issues from
economic development, to health care funding,
to education and housing. She also passed
legislation to improve Dade County’s transit
system, their airport and seaport; construct a
new family and childcare center in North Dade
County; and fund advanced aviation training
programs at Miami-Dade Community College.
In recent times, the Honorable Carrie Meek
has worked to become a civil rights advocate
for senior citizens in the Miami area, as well
for the Haitian community in South Florida.

In closing, | want to thank these pioneers,
those who have led the way for our daughters
today and in the future.

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
today to celebrate March as National Wom-
en’s History Month with my support of H. Res.
211, “Supporting the Goals and Ideals of Na-
tional Women’s History Month.”

Women make up only 17% of the 111th
Congress—that is abysmal given that we
make up more than 50 percent of America’s
population. In the private sector, women CEOs
are also in the minority. According to a 2008
census by Catalyst, among fortune 500 com-
panies, only 2.4 percent are women. We can
do better. More voices of women are needed
in our boardrooms, courtrooms and in the
halls of Congress.

In my home state of Arizona, women have
been trailblazers. This year, Arizona became
the only state in the nation to have three fe-
male Governors in a row: Jane Hull, Janet
Napolitano and Janice Brewer. In 1998, Ari-
zona became the first state to elect women to
all five of its top offices, dubbed the “Fab
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Five.” Additionally, Sandra Day O’Connor, the
first women to serve on the United States Su-
preme Court, hails from the great state of Ari-
zona.

All of these strong, independent leaders em-
body the true spirit of Arizona women: self-reli-
ant, hard-working and determined.

| also want to pay tribute to the countless
organizations and coalitions that work tire-
lessly to improve the lives of women and girls
throughout Southern Arizona.

| am proud to celebrate National Women’s
History Month by recognizing the increased
awareness and knowledge of women’s in-
volvement in history.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to yield back the remainder of my
time.

Mr. CLAY. At this time, we yield
back the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 211.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

AUTHORIZING PILOT PROGRAM
FOR PATENT CASES

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 628) to establish a
pilot program in certain United States
district courts to encourage enhance-
ment of expertise in patent cases
among district judges.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 628

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PILOT PROGRAM IN CERTAIN DIS-
TRICT COURTS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established a pro-
gram, in each of the United States district
courts designated under subsection (b), under
which—

(A) those district judges of that district
court who request to hear cases under which
1 or more issues arising under any Act of
Congress relating to patents or plant variety
protection are required to be decided, are
designated by the chief judge of the court to
hear those cases;

(B) cases described in subparagraph (A) are
randomly assigned to the judges of the dis-
trict court, regardless of whether the judges
are designated under subparagraph (A);

(C) a judge not designated under subpara-
graph (A) to whom a case is assigned under
subparagraph (B) may decline to accept the
case; and

(D) a case declined under subparagraph (C)
is randomly reassigned to 1 of those judges of
the court designated under subparagraph (A).
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(2) SENIOR JUDGES.—Senior judges of a dis-
trict court may be designated under para-
graph (1)(A) if at least 1 judge of the court in
regular active service is also so designated.

(3) RIGHT TO TRANSFER CASES PRESERVED.—
This section shall not be construed to limit
the ability of a judge to request the reassign-
ment of or otherwise transfer a case to which
the judge is assigned under this section, in
accordance with otherwise applicable rules
of the court.

(b) DESIGNATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Administrative Office of
the United States Courts shall designate not
less than 6 United States district courts, in
at least 3 different judicial circuits, in which
the program established under subsection (a)
will be carried out.

(2) CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
subparagraph (B), the Director shall make
designations under paragraph (1) from—

(i) the 15 district courts in which the larg-
est number of patent and plant variety pro-
tection cases were filed in the most recent
calendar year that has ended; or

(ii) the district courts that have adopted
local rules for patent and plant variety pro-
tection cases.

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Director may only
designate a court in which—

(i) at least 10 district judges are authorized
to be appointed by the President, whether
under section 133(a) of title 28, United States
Code, or on a temporary basis under other
provisions of law; and

(ii) at least 3 judges of the court have made
the request under subsection (a)(1)(A).

(c) DURATION.—The program established
under subsection (a) shall terminate 10 years
after the end of the 6-month period described
in subsection (b).

(d) APPLICABILITY.—The program estab-
lished under subsection (a) shall apply in a
district court designated under subsection
(b) only to cases commenced on or after the
date of such designation.

(e) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—At the times specified in
paragraph (2), the Director of the Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts, in
consultation with the chief judge of each of
the district courts designated under sub-
section (b) and the Director of the Federal
Judicial Center, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on the Judi-
ciary of the Senate a report on the pilot pro-
gram established under subsection (a). The
report shall include—

(A) an analysis of the extent to which the
program has succeeded in developing exper-
tise in patent and plant variety protection
cases among the district judges of the dis-
trict courts so designated;

(B) an analysis of the extent to which the
program has improved the efficiency of the
courts involved by reason of such expertise;

(C) with respect to patent cases handled by
the judges designated pursuant to subsection
(a)(1)(A) and judges not so designated, a com-
parison between the 2 groups of judges with
respect to—

(i) the rate of reversal, by the Court of Ap-
peals for the Federal Circuit, of such cases
on the issues of claim construction and sub-
stantive patent law; and

(ii) the period of time elapsed from the
date on which a case is filed to the date on
which trial begins or summary judgment is
entered;

(D) a discussion of any evidence indicating
that litigants select certain of the judicial
districts designated under subsection (b) in
an attempt to ensure a given outcome; and
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