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In the beginning of the 108th Congress, |
joined a number of my colleagues in announc-
ing the introduction of this critical piece of leg-
islation. On that spring day in 2003, we were
joined by Christopher Reeve. Each of us who
had the privilege of working with Chris knows
that his voice was strong and his persever-
ance was limitless. He worked tirelessly to
raise awareness of spinal cord injuries and
bring science closer to a cure. | would like to
take this opportunity to recall what he said to
us on that day six years ago:

“I am honored and humbled to have my
name associated with such a powerful piece
of legislation. The passage of this bill will send
an unprecedented message—the issues of re-
search, rehabilitation and quality of life are
paramount to improving the lives of those liv-
ing with disabilities.”

These words ring true today—and | know
that the spirit and force behind them are more
powerful than ever as we prepare to pass a
bill that will truly make a difference in the ad-
vancement of paralysis research. This legisla-
tion will authorize funding for the National In-
stitutes of Health (NIH) to expand and coordi-
nate NIH activities on paralysis research to
prevent redundancies and accelerate dis-
covery of better treatments and cures. It will
also establish a grant program in the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services for activi-
ties related to paralysis, including establishing
registries and disseminating information.

Mr. Speaker, as a lawmaker eager to pre-
serve our public lands, as well as find new
treatments and cures for paralysis, | urge my
colleagues to vote in favor of S. 22 and sup-
port its final passage.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | will vote today for
S. 22 because | have been an advocate of ini-
tiatives like many that are authorized in this
package that protect our nation’s historical,
cultural, and scenic heritage. Several provi-
sions in this bill will specifically help to pre-
serve areas in my district and throughout the
state of Virginia.

| have cosponsored and voted for the Civil
War Battlefield Preservation Act, which is in-
cluded in this package and provides grants to
assist with the purchase of important Civil War
sites that have not yet been protected. This
program has helped preserve many sites in
my district, rich in Civil War heritage. Most re-
cently, the purchase of the site of the Battle of
Third Winchester is contingent on receiving
grant funding from this program.

Other initiatives that will preserve important
sites in Virginia that are included in this pack-
age are the Virginia Ridge and Valley Act, the
Northern Neck National Heritage Area Study
Act and the Washington-Rochambeau Revolu-
tionary Route National Historic Trail Designa-
tion Act.

While | agree in general with the intent of
programs included in this package, | also have
concerns regarding some of its provisions.
There is language included in the bill that
would prohibit natural resource development
on about 1.2 million acres in Wyoming. Ac-
cording to the Bureau of Land Management,
this provision would permanently take 8.8 tril-
lion cubic feet of natural gas and 300 million
barrels of oil out of production. | believe that
it is irresponsible to put restrictions on domes-
tic energy production. Environmentally friendly
domestic energy production should be consid-
ered as part of a comprehensive energy plan
to help stabilize the cost of gasoline and re-
duce U.S. dependence on foreign oil.
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| also maintain that long-term, permanent
energy policy must be developed through
clean, alternative and renewable energy re-
sources to fuel our cars and light our homes
and businesses. Solar power, wind power,
clean coal technology, nuclear power, the hy-
drogen economy, new energy transmission
technology, hybrid vehicle development,
biofuels—every option must be on the table
for investment and development to secure our
nation’s energy needs for the 21st century.
But we cannot close the door to domestic en-
ergy production.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
as chairman of the Committee on House Ad-
ministration, | urge passage of S. 22, which
contains three important projects to advance
the mission of the Smithsonian Institution.

This legislation would authorize the design
and construction of laboratory and support
space for the Mathias Laboratory at the Smith-
sonian  Environmental Research  Center
(SERC) in Edgewater, Maryland; authorize
construction of laboratory space to accommo-
date the terrestrial research program at the
Smithsonian  Tropical Research Institute
(STRI) in Gamboa, Panama; and authorize
construction of a greenhouse facility at its mu-
seum support facility in Suitland, Maryland, to
maintain the horticultural operations of, and
preserve the orchid collection held in trust by,
the Smithsonian. The diverse nature of these
projects is a good example of the unique role
that the Smithsonian plays in advancing our
knowledge of the natural world.

The Committee on House Administration
and the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure reported legislation last year ap-
proving Smithsonian construction projects,
which subsequently passed the House without
controversy. This omnibus legislation, S. 22, is
the clearest and quickest way to ensure enact-
ment of these important initiatives.

Mr. RAHALL. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
RAHALL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 22, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

SUPPORTING DESIGNATION OF PI
DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 224)
supporting the designation of Pi Day,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
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H. RES. 224

Whereas the Greek letter (Pi) is the sym-
bol for the ratio of the circumference of a
circle to its diameter;

Whereas the ratio Pi is an irrational num-
ber, which will continue infinitely without
repeating, and has been calculated to over
one trillion digits;

Whereas Pi is a recurring constant that
has been studied throughout history and is
central in mathematics as well as science
and engineering;

Whereas mathematics and science are a
critical part of our children’s education, and
children who perform better in math and
science have higher graduation and college
attendance rates;

Whereas aptitude in mathematics, science,
and engineering is essential for a knowledge-
based society;

Whereas, according to the 2007 Trends in
International Mathematics and Science
Study (TIMSS) survey done by the National
Center for Education Statistics, American
children in the 4th and 8th grade were out-
performed by students in other countries in-
cluding Taiwan, Singapore, Russia, England,
South Korea, Latvia, and Japan;

Whereas since 1995 the United States has
shown only minimal improvement in math
and science test scores;

Whereas by the 8th grade, American males
outperform females on the science portion of
the TIMSS survey, especially in Biology,
Physics, and Earth Science, and the lowest
American scores in math and science are
found in minority and impoverished school
districts;

Whereas America needs to reinforce math-
ematics and science education for all stu-
dents in order to better prepare our children
for the future and in order to compete in a
21st Century economy;

Whereas the National Science Foundation
has been driving innovation in math and
science education at all levels from elemen-
tary through graduate education since its
creation 59 years ago;

Whereas mathematics and science can be a
fun and interesting part of a child’s edu-
cation, and learning about Pi can be an en-
gaging way to teach children about geom-
etry and attract them to study science and
mathematics; and

Whereas Pi can be approximated as 3.14,
and thus March 14, 2009, is an appropriate
day for ‘‘National Pi Day’’: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the designation of a ‘‘Pi Day”’
and its celebration around the world;

(2) recognizes the continuing importance of
National Science Foundation’s math and
science education programs; and

(3) encourages schools and educators to ob-
serve the day with appropriate activities
that teach students about Pi and engage
them about the study of mathematics.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) each
will control 20 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
to include extraneous material on
House Resolution 224, the resolution
now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?
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There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
224, supporting the designation of Pi
Day. This Saturday is March 14. The
Greek letter pi—the symbol for the
ratio of the circumference of a circle to
its diameter—is rounded to 3.14.

I'd like to take this opportunity to
encourage our Nation’s students of all
ages, schools, and teachers, to observe
Pi Day with fun math and science ac-
tivities and events.

This is a lighthearted event with se-
rious goals. Math and science underpin
our Nation’s economic competitiveness
and national security. By engaging in
fun math and science activities from a
young age, we are setting our students
on a path towards science and math lit-
eracy, and opening the door to rewards
and promising careers.

Research has shown that most stu-
dents who are not comfortable with
math and science by junior high re-
main intimidated or uninterested
throughout their education careers.

On Pi Day, we want students to have
fun with math and science. Second-
graders could calculate the area of a
pizza pie at a Pi Day pizza party. Sixth
graders could learn about Newton’s
Laws of Motion from a game of boccie
ball. Tenth-graders could learn about
the hyperbolic functions by shooting
Nerf rockets in the park.

I leave the specifics to the schools,
but my advice is to go and have some
fun. Let the students see firsthand how
math and science is fun and relevant.
Let them see that it does apply to
them. Let them discover that they
really do like math and they really do
like science.

This is a lighthearted event, but the
underlying problems we have in Amer-
ica are serious. The President of the
United States stood in this room a few
weeks ago and told us that ‘‘the coun-
tries that out-teach us today will out-
compete us tomorrow.”

According to the 2007 Trends in Inter-
national Mathematics and Science, a
survey done by the National Center for
Education Statistics, American chil-
dren in the fourth and eighth grades
were outperformed by students in other
countries, including Taiwan, Singa-
pore, Russia, England, South Korea,
Latvia, and Japan. Other students have
been making improvements since the
1995 TIMSS, but they still are not
achieving their potential. It doesn’t
matter to them as individuals but, boy,
does it matter to our Nation as a
whole.

The 2005 National Academics Report,
“Rising Above the Gathering Storm,”
looked at our economic competitive-
ness and showed us a blank and bleak
future—a stagnating U.S. economy, an
ill-equipped educational system, and
the U.S. losing its place as a scientific
world leader.

The recommendations contained in
the ‘‘Rising Above the Gathering
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Storm” report were meant to pull us
off the path we were on. They were
signed into law in 2007 as part of the
America COMPETES Act, and fell basi-
cally into three categories: Invest-
ments in basic research; innovation as
the path toward reducing our depend-
ence on foreign oil; and improving
science, technology, engineering, and
math education.
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Our students’ education, especially in
science and math, will be a key compo-
nent of our national economic competi-
tiveness. We need to ensure not only
that the Nation produces the top sci-
entists, mathematicians, and engi-
neers, but that every student is pre-
pared for the high-paying technical
jobs of the 21st century. We need the
engineers that will invent the next new
things; we need the manufacturers to
design it, and an educated workforce to
produce it. We cannot, and would not
want to, compete globally on wages
alone. We need to operate at a much
higher level in this country.

Given the current economic crisis,
our economic competitiveness is more
important than ever before. We have
been trying to create jobs imme-
diately, which we need to do, abso-
lutely; but we also need to look down
the road. If we do not take action to
strengthen our Nation’s economic com-
petitiveness now, including improving
science and math education, we could
create jobs now, only to lose them in
the future to foreign competition.

We need to make sure that our chil-
dren are prepared, and a strong founda-
tion in math and science education is
an essential part of that preparation.
One of the best ways we can prepare
our students is by encouraging their
interest in math and science. So I am
asking our Nation’s students and
teachers, for all of our sake, to go out
and have fun around Pi Day.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 224. Improving
math and science curriculum in our
schools is great and admirable, as well
as an absolute necessity, for our under-
taking as Nation, and it is one that is
long overdue. While our students have
continued to improve in these fields
over the course of the past few years,
America is still being outperformed by
students in many other countries.

This is not a problem that can be
simply fixed by this resolution. None-
theless, every step must be taken with
an aim to addressing this shortcoming
in our school systems, and this resolu-
tion is undoubtedly a part of that. So I
appreciate and thank Chairman GOR-
DON and Ranking Member HALL for
bringing this important piece of legis-
lation to the floor in the hopes of draw-
ing even more attention to an area of
critical need in our Nation’s education
system.
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For our children and grandchildren
to be able to compete in a global world,
we must refocus on math and science
and inspire our children in these fields
at an early age, and House Resolution
224 helps us to do just that. Therefore,
I support this resolution and the goals
and ideals that it means to attain, and
I urge my colleagues to do the same.

I want to congratulate my dear
friend from Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS) on
his remarkable opening remarks, and I
want to associate myself with those re-
marks.

Math and science are absolutely crit-
ical for us to be able to compete in a
global economy, to be able to compete
against nations all over this world. We
are lacking in math and science; we are
lacking in the subjects that are so
critically important to this Nation for
us to have our children be able to com-
pete in that global economy.

As a physician, I believe in science,
of course. But it is much more than
that. We have seen a degradation of the
quality of education of our children. No
Child Left Behind has been an absolute
disaster. In fact, I have talked to edu-
cator after educator for the last several
years since I have been here in Con-
gress or running for Congress, and I
have not found one who likes No Child
Left Behind, because teachers are hav-
ing to teach to the test, having to
teach to these national standards,
which have led the teachers away from
actually teaching kids how to think,
how to calculate, how to utilize the sci-
entific method to investigate new
things. This resolution helps to place a
focus upon that, to help us to bring
forth science as being a critical issue
for our Nation. And it is a critical
issue.

I would like to see No Child Left Be-
hind go away. I would like to see us
stop teaching in schools things that
are not as important and things that
should be taught at home in intact
families. So we need to rebuild families
and encourage families to do that, in-
stead of continuing this huge leap to a
welfare state, a huge leap towards big-
ger government, a huge leap towards
removing responsibility for the individ-
uals and building a bigger government,
a bigger socialistic society.

We need to empower teachers, we
need to empower educators at all levels
to teach math and science, English and
history. We need to have English as the
official language of America. We need
to have the basic tenets of education,
reading, writing, arithmetic, science,
history, English, be absolutely the im-
portant focus of education in America
today. This bill focuses on one part of
that that we need to bring forth, and I
gladly support this House resolution.

I thank my colleague from Tennessee
for his remarks, and I do associate my-
self with those remarks. They were
great. With that, I encourage every
Member of this body to support this
resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Obviously, the gentleman from Geor-
gia is a good friend and a neighbor.
Each of us recognizes the need to train
the young minds who will be the entre-
preneurs, the inventors, those who will
be bringing to the table new inventions
that will help America’s economy not
only be competitive, but America’s
economy be the one that achieves and
perhaps even brings this world out of
what we see today as an economic re-
cession.

Years ago, in the 19708, we estab-
lished legislation on the national level
that brought to rural areas in my con-
gressional district and the gentleman
from Georgia’s congressional district
special education, where we literally
focused on young minds that were
maybe not as capable of reaching the
higher achievements, or they may not
ever reach college. But some of the in-
structions that we gave them, some of
the special attention we gave through
special education has actually pre-
sented some of those individuals the
opportunity where some have attended
college. But it has also given them an
opportunity to be competitive in our
economy and to be a part of our soci-
ety. We must do the same thing for the
best and brightest as well. It is my
hope that, as we engage in K-12, that
we continue to focus on science, math,
and technology, and to challenge the
bright young minds that we have not
been challenging in the past.

We have been fortunate in this coun-
try through our higher educational
system, which is, in my opinion and as
scored by many throughout the world,
the best higher educational system in
the world. It is a merit-based system.
In many of the countries throughout
the world, their K-12 is also merit-
based, and we have been getting some
of those best and brightest from some
of the K-12 educational systems to
come to our colleges and retain them
here in our economy, and they have
been a part of America’s economic
growth.

We are losing those students today.
We cannot depend on other countries’
best and brightest. We have got to be
sure that we train our best and bright-
est. And by challenging our teachers,
our school systems, and youngsters to
become involved in this fun day could
maybe encourage them to realize they
can be competitive and become the en-
trepreneurs and inventors of the future
for America.

It is my privilege to manage the bill
today, and certainly to manage it with
my good friend from Georgia (Mr.
BROUN).

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 224.

The question was taken.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

RECOGNIZING SUCCESS OF MARS
EXPLORATION ROVERS

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 67) rec-
ognizing and commending the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
(JPL), and Cornell University for the
success of the Mars Exploration Rov-
ers, Spirit and Opportunity, on the 5th
anniversary of the Rovers’ successful
landing.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 67

Whereas the Mars Exploration Rovers Spir-
it and Opportunity successfully landed on
Mars on January 3, 2004, and January 24,
2004, respectively, on missions to search for
evidence indicating that Mars once held con-
ditions hospitable to life;

Whereas NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory (JPL), managed by the California Insti-
tute of Technology (Caltech), designed and
built the Rovers, Spirit and Opportunity;

Whereas Cornell University led the devel-
opment of advanced scientific instruments
carried by the 2 Rovers, and continues to
play a leading role in the operation of the 2
Rovers and the processing and analysis of
the images and other data sent back to
Earth;

Whereas the Rovers relayed over a quarter
million images taken from the surface of
Mars;

Whereas studies conducted by the Rovers
have indicated that early Mars was charac-
terized by impacts, explosive volcanoes, and
subsurface water;

Whereas each Rover has discovered geo-
logical evidence of ancient Martian environ-
ments where habitable conditions may have
existed;

Whereas the Rovers have explored over 21
kilometers of Martian terrain, climbed Mar-
tian hills, descended deep into large craters,
survived dust storms, and endured 3 cold,
dark Martian winters; and

Whereas Spirit and Opportunity will have
passed 5 years of successful operation on the
surface of Mars on January 3, 2009, and Janu-
ary 24, 2009, respectively, far exceeding the
original 90-Martian day mission requirement
by a factor of 20, and are continuing their
missions of surface exploration and scientific
discovery: Now therefore be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the engineers, scientists, and
technicians of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
and Cornell University for their successful
execution and continued operation of the
Mars Exploration Rovers, Spirit and Oppor-
tunity; and

(2) recognizes the success and significant
scientific contributions of NASA’s Mars Ex-
ploration Rovers.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
to include extraneous material on H.
Res. 67, the resolution now under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

A little over 5 years ago, the NASA
rovers named Spirit and Opportunity
landed on the surface of Mars. These
rovers originally had a 90-day mission
to survey the surface of the red planet
and send back scientific information.

By all measures, both rovers were in-
credibly successful during their origi-
nal 90-day missions. Both rovers were
able to maneuver around the surface of
Mars, and they sent back scores of cap-
tivating images. The information they
sent back has helped us to better un-
derstand the past and present geology
of our planetary neighbor, and provided
indication that water once flowed on
the surface of Mars.

The little rovers proved to be so ro-
bust that their original 90-day mission
was extended, and extended, and ex-
tended again. Ultimately, the mission
was extended six times. That is a trib-
ute to our scientific knowledge in this
country. Both rovers continue to func-
tion and are roving the surface of Mars
as I speak.

Without a doubt, these rovers have
been wildly successful. Besides being
impressive fetes of science and engi-
neering, they have inspired countless
children of our country with their
amazing images of the red planet. This
truly represents the best of what our
national space program is about, and
provides a reminder of why we should
continue to support the work of NASA.

I want to thank the sponsor of this
resolution, Mr. DREIER, for introducing
House Resolution 67, and I encourage
my colleagues to support its passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 67. This resolution
recognizes and commends NASA, the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, and Cornell
University for the success of the Mars
exploration rovers, Spirit and Oppor-
tunity.
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By almost any measure, the Mars ex-
ploration rovers have been an extraor-
dinary success. These rovers, named
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