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STOCK MARKET RECOVERY ACT

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, the stock
market has rendered a bipartisan ver-
dict on the policies of this Congress.
From the year end to the inauguration,
it fell 5 percent. From Secretary
Geithner’s speech to the budget, it fell
12 percent. From the budget to today,
it fell another 11 percent.

We are now suffering from the fastest
market decline ever, faster than even
under Presidents Hoover or Roosevelt.
The market has fallen in part because
it has learned more about this Con-
gress—record borrowing, rigged union
elections, 9,000 earmarks, and national-
izing health care.

I think it’s time to look at new poli-
cies to help stocks, like suspending the
mark-to-market rule that triggers
bank runs and restarting the uptick
rule to undercut the short sellers.

Today, I will introduce the Stock
Market Recovery Act with these two
key reforms. We are digging an eco-
nomic hole, and it’s time to get out,
and these reforms will help.

———

GIVE OUR TEACHERS A HEAD
START ACT

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to introduce the Give Our
Teachers a Head Start Act, a bill which
makes strong investments in today’s
Head Start teachers and teachers’
aides.

In this challenging economy, Head
Start programs around the Nation are
feeling the consequences. And when
budget shortfalls hit these programs, it
is the children who suffer. Many teach-
ers and teachers’ aides attempt to fill
the gap and make personal financial
sacrifices to provide their students
with classroom supplies. The average
Head Start teacher with a B.A. degree
earns almost half of the average Kin-
dergarten teacher, but is excluded from
the current law permitting K-12 teach-
ers an income tax deduction. This leg-
islation would permit Head Start
teachers and teachers’ aides the ability
to subtract from their gross income up
to $250 in expenses that would be asso-
ciated with the purchase of classroom
supplies.

When funding falls short and teach-
ers sacrifice to fill the gap, it seems
only fair that they should at least get
a tax deduction. I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

——————

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TAKING
LARGER PIECE OF TAXPAYERS’
WALLETS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it appears the latest defini-
tion of fiscal responsibility in Wash-
ington is just to raise taxes in order to
raise spending. The Federal Govern-
ment takes a larger and larger piece of
taxpayers’ wallets.

At a time when American families
and small businesses across our coun-
try are making tough decisions, Wash-
ington is borrowing more money. Never
mind that tax hikes during a recession
would only prolong the downturn or re-
duce job creation made in a recovery.
This is the taxpayers’ money, it does
not belong to the government.

Let’s take a lesson from the Amer-
ican taxpayer and promote tough deci-
sions here that will reduce spending
and not mortgage our children’s fu-
tures. This spending will mean a $9,014
principal obligation, along with adjust-
able interest, beginning now for every
person 21 years old or younger.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————

WORKING TO IMPROVE HEALTH
CARE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, one of the
most serious challenges facing our Na-
tion is the need for health care reform
to ensure access to quality and afford-
able health care for all families.

It is shocking that nearly 46 million
Americans in the United States have
no health care coverage. Unless we act,
estimates from the Congressional
Budget Office warn that the number of
Americans without health insurance
will grow to about 54 million during
the next 10 years.

In meeting with health care profes-
sionals and with my constituents in
New Jersey, everyone agrees that
changes in our current system are
needed. Congress has already taken
some important steps. Working with
President Obama, we have enacted into
law a much-needed expansion of the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, SCHIP, to ensure that the 7
seven million children who currently
participate in the program continue to
receive coverage.

We also worked to provide $20 billion
in crucial funding in the economic re-
covery package to modernize our
health care system through the adop-
tion of health information technology.

Mr. Speaker, we want to see these
moves continue.

———

AMERICANS MAKE  SACRIFICES
WHILE WASHINGTON CONTINUES
TO SPEND

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. After months of run-
away spending at the Federal level on
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bailouts, so-called stimulus bills, and
big government spending in last year’s
budget, just last month President
Obama unveiled his budget, a more
than $3 trillion blueprint for even more
spending.

At a time when middle class families
and small businesses are making sac-
rifices, Washington continues to spend
trillions of dollars on bailouts and new
government programs. One inde-
pendent estimate suggests that the
Federal Government will have to hire
250,000 new bureaucrats just to pass out
all the money. And the President’s
plan includes the largest tax increase
in history. The majority of his tax in-
creases will hit small business owners.
And the new national energy tax will
cost every American household up to
$3,100 per year.

The chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee, the Democrat, JOHN SPRATT,
said, ‘“This is not an easy budget to
market for sure. The reason? Well, the
President’s budget spends too much,
taxes too much, and borrows too much,
and the American people know it.”

————
INVESTING IN AMERICA

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
it’s very interesting to me to watch
people stand there and start talking
about the spending of the Federal Gov-
ernment over the past few months be-
cause the party that was in charge for
the previous decade—even longer—in
Congress and in the White House ran
up record deficits while the American
middle class income stayed flat. And
yet, I didn’t hear them on the floor
worried about the middle class until
just very recently.

I'm not really sure what they’re
upset about, except I think they’re
upset that we have decided to invest in
ourselves and our country. We’re going
to invest in jobs; we’re going to invest
in the middle class; we’re going to in-
vest in infrastructure; we’re going to
invest in education. President Obama
said, ‘“Those who out-teach us will out-
compete us.” So we're investing in this
country. We’re investing in health care
for the children, and investing for the
elderly as well.

We cut taxes for the middle class.
Yes, times are very difficult, and unfor-
tunately, we are going to have to spend
to stimulate, and spend to support our
people and support our country. But
where were they for the past decade?

———

EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Today, con-
gressional Democrats are introducing
the curiously named Employee Free
Choice Act, which actually does the op-
posite of its title by taking away an
employee’s free choice to choose in se-
cret whether or not to join a union.



March 10, 2009

Union leadership is elected by secret
ballot, I was elected by a secret ballot,
and the President of the United States
was elected by a secret ballot.

In these tough economic times, no
one can blame American workers for
supporting measures they believe will
create new jobs for them. I grew up in
a union household, so I understand why
workers support this legislation when
they hear their leadership talk about
how this is needed because workers’ in-
fluence is declining in the United
States. Unfortunately, their leader-
ship’s rhetoric just doesn’t square with
reality. According to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, union membership
was just over 16 million in 2008, a 2.6
percent rise over 2007. This legislation
lays waste to an employee’s right to
choose whether to join a union by se-
cret ballot, which is too steep a price
to pay.

———
FEDERAL TAXPAYER DOLLAR

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, a
wise man once said, ‘“‘Treat each fed-
eral tax dollar as if it was hard earned;
it was—by a taxpayer.”

The Democrats of this House need a
reminder that every dollar they have
been signing away is a hard-earned
American dollar.

Let’s take that $787 billion stimulus
bill that they passed and that the
American taxpayers will have to repay.
That’s going to cost every taxpayer in
this country over $4,000. We know that
Americans are hurting, that we are in
a recession, and that now is no time to
raise taxes and increase their share of
this national debt. That’s all money
that they could be using for household
necessities.

And they are a little bit weary when
they hear about projects they’re going
to be required to fund, like a foot
bridge in St. Louis, or $8 billion for the
Disneyland to Las Vegas train, or
$200,000 for tattoo removal, or millions
for the Speaker’s mouse.

So let’s remember those wise words
before we start signing off on all these
pork barrel spending projects for spe-
cial interests. Let’s treat every Federal
taxpayer dollar as what it is, hard
earned by the Federal taxpayer.

AMERICANS DESERVE THE FULL
STORY ON IMMIGRATION

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans deserve accurate stories
about immigration issues, but the na-
tional media prevent that from hap-
pening.

Too often, the media only feature
stories that support their bias, that in-
clude more quotes from pro-amnesty
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sources than pro-enforcement sources,
and they prey on emotions while ignor-
ing facts. These articles paint a one-
sided sympathetic picture of illegal im-
migrants, but fail to acknowledge they
intentionally broke our laws, burdened
taxpayers, and displaced legal workers.

For example, five out of six immigra-
tion stories in the New York Times
over a recent 2-week period were obvi-
ously slanted. The same was true of six
out of eight immigration articles in
the Washington Post. Americans de-
serve better, and should insist that the
media provide all the facts and not just
give one side.

——
0 1230
CARD CHECK

(Mr. CASSIDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, secret
ballots say a lot about the societies
that defend and preserve them. They
say that society trusts the people, and
given the facts and the arguments, the
people themselves are trusted to make
the right decisions. You can be per-
suaded. You can be begged. But in the
privacy of the voting booth, your vote
is your own.

When government attempts to abol-
ish the private ballot, it says that peo-
ple are not trusted. It says to every cit-
izen, you, do not know what is good for
you.

For over 60 years, American workers
have decided whether to unionize in se-
cret ballot elections, for the very same
reasons that in political elections we
cast our votes in private. Card check
assaults that right. It imposes coercion
over conscience, force over freedom.

Since 1776 Americans have expected
Congress to defend their democratic
rights, not abolish them. Card check
denies fundamental democratic rights
to over 100 million Americans. Con-
gress should defend this right.

———

CAP AND TRADE CONCERNS

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with deep concerns about the so-
called ‘‘cap and trade’ proposal. This is
a new tax, a carbon tax, that would be
levied upon every single American.

We were told that 95 percent of
Americans would not see even ‘‘one
dime” of increase in their taxes. De-
spite this rhetoric from the adminis-
tration, 100 percent of Americans will
pay this new tax. Every person, every
business, every family will pay this
new tax. Even Warren Buffet refers to
this as a ‘‘regressive tax.”

At a time when business is struggling
and all Americans across the country
are worried about the expenses of their
daily lives, now, especially now, is not
the time to raise taxes.
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The President’s budget spends too
much, it taxes too much, and it bor-
rows too much.

The new carbon tax, disguised in the
green robe of ‘‘cap and trade,” is not a
tax the American people are willing to
pay. I urge the American people to rise
up against this tax and reject this un-
warranted tax upon our families.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING OUR
TROOPS IN IRAQ AND AFGHANI-
STAN

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, last weekend I had the
opportunity to visit our troops in Iraq
and Afghanistan and was able to thank
them personally for their selfless sac-
rifice and for their service to our coun-
try.

From the moment that I arrived in
country along with five of our col-
leagues, there was an extreme sense of
pride, purpose, and confidence in the
soldiers we met. These troops are led
by the finest military leaders in the
world, such as General Ray Odierno,
General David McKiernan, General
Lloyd Austin, to name just a few, with
each of their commands providing su-
perb support.

So I come to the floor today with a
message from the troops, a message
that I found somewhat selfless, but not
at all surprising coming from these
fine men and women.

Mr. Speaker, they asked me to tell
the stories of their success, that
they’re making a difference. That the
cut-and-run strategy that politicians,
who have absolutely zero battlefield let
alone military experience, preach from
this floor is not the support that they
and their families expect or deserve.

So with that I tell you a story about
a women’s health clinic in Baghdad.
This clinic, like many in Iraq, has
intermittent electricity throughout
the day and little, if any, after the sun
goes down. After spending 28 years in
healthcare, I can tell you that I know
firsthand you cannot decide when a
baby decides to be born or when an
emergency occurs.

So what did our soldiers do? Well,
they did a lot.

For example, they installed solar
panels on the roof of the clinic and bat-
teries to store that energy. That clinic
is now operational 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, providing much needed
care to women and babies in need.

And I assure you, Mr. Speaker, this is
one of countless examples of what oc-
curs daily in Iraaq.

No, you won’t read this in the news-
paper or see it on cable TV, but, Mr.
Speaker, it is precisely the type of ac-
tion and goodwill that our young men
and women in uniform perform on a
daily basis that deserves recognition.

So I appreciate the opportunity to
thank our troops and to share their
message with you.
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