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who do play by the rules, and who don’t 
need a bailout. By reducing the tax re-
ductions for mortgage interest, the 
Democrats are raising taxes, and they 
are growing government while reducing 
economic incentives for those who have 
resources to invest in a faltering econ-
omy. 

Further, at this time of need, now is 
not the time to reduce the benefits for 
making charitable donations. Non-
profit religious organizations and insti-
tutions of higher education are also 
struggling in this economy. The net re-
sult of the President’s budget is less 
money for donating to those worth-
while causes. 

We do have a choice: do you want to 
keep your money and spend your 
money, or do you want the government 
bureaucracy to tax and spend? I believe 
in the American people; it’s their 
money, not the government’s money. 
Government is not the solution, the 
American people are the solution. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2008 STATE 
CHAMPION ELK LAKE WARRIORS 

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 2008 Pennsylvania 
State championship boys cross-country 
team, the Elk Lake Warriors. I am 
blessed to have five terrific kids, all of 
whom attend Elk Lake, and my oldest 
three boys are all cross-country run-
ners. 

The cross-country team’s victory is 
remarkable for many reasons, it’s only 
the third State championship that Elk 
Lake has ever won. But what I found 
truly remarkable was their inspira-
tional path to victory. Not one runner 
on the team won an individual medal 
at the State meet, but working to-
gether, they won the State title, an in-
credible lesson for us all. They each 
gave it their all and demonstrated an 
incredible dedication to each other and 
their team; they were victorious. 

As we know, our Nation is facing in-
credible challenges right now. It is all 
too easy to forget the simple value of 
pulling together and putting aside our 
differences in difficult times. I am con-
fident that if we all heed the lessons of-
fered by a small rural school in Penn-
sylvania, we will succeed. And once 
again, my congratulations to the 2008 
State champions, the Elk Lake War-
riors. 

f 

MORE TAXES—LESS PROSPERITY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, his-
tory shows that if you tax something, 
you get less of it; if you subsidize 
something, you’re going to get more of 
it. 

This budget raises taxes. We 
shouldn’t raise taxes during a recession 

on anyone that pays taxes. Tax in-
crease will do several things. Small 
businesses that pay most of the taxes, 
they will have a tax increase. So to pay 
for these new taxes, they’re going to 
have to cut jobs to pay for those taxes. 
It raises the utility rates on people 
that use energy. Now, that hurts those 
folks, the working poor, who have a 
fixed income, in essence, a tax increase 
on the poor. It cuts deductions for 
home mortgages and charitable con-
tributions; that, in essence, hurts peo-
ple who try to live in a home and con-
tribute to charities. And the budget re-
distributes wealth. 

Abraham Lincoln said, ‘‘You don’t 
make the poor rich by making the rich 
poor and you don’t make the weak 
strong by making the strong weak.’’ 

The budget is flawed with more gov-
ernment spending, more government 
control, and it raises taxes. Taxes will 
create less prosperity, not more pros-
perity. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

A TRIBUTE TO QUENTIN MEASE 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
a giant in our community in Houston, 
Texas, that we lost just a few days ago. 

Quentin Mease was 100 years old, and 
he lived that life vigorously and with 
great fulfillment. He was a servant of 
the people. No, he was not elected, but 
he was one of the founding members of 
the National Urban League Houston 
chapter. He was a founding member of 
what is now called the Harris County 
Hospital District. One of the satellite 
hospitals was named after Quentin 
Mease. 

He was truly a giver, a philanthropic, 
a person who believed that he was, in 
fact, our brothers’ and sisters’ keeper. 
He lost his life, but he was full of life 
when he passed. He will be recognized 
on Thursday for a wake and Friday for 
a funeral. 

I believe the words of the President 
of the United States in his African 
American History Month that said, 
‘‘The ideals of the founders became 
more real and more true for every cit-
izen of African American ancestry to 
realize our full potential as a Nation, 
and to uphold those ideals for all who 
enter into our borders and embrace the 
notion that we all are endowed with 
certain inalienable rights.’’ 

Quentin Mease, fallen in battle, be-
lieved that we were all endowed with 
certain inalienable rights. He gave his 
all. He wanted us all to be embraced 
under this bright and shining flag. He 
believed in America. As an African 
American, he is a giant, and I thank 
him for highlighting young people like 
myself to give us an opportunity to go 
forward into the future. 

Thank you, Mr. Mease. May God 
bless you. And may God bless you as 
you rest in peace. 

SMALL BUSINESS—KEY TO GET-
TING OUR ECONOMY BACK ON 
TRACK 

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, unem-
ployment in my home State of Florida 
and across the country continues to 
rise. As the stock markets and retire-
ment accounts fall, our national debt is 
approaching $11 trillion. And just last 
week, Congress approved, over my ob-
jections, a $410 billion spending bill 
that was 8 percent higher than last 
year, more than twice the rate of infla-
tion. On top of all this new spending, 
we now hear that the White House is 
proposing nearly $1 trillion in new 
taxes. Now is not the time to be raising 
taxes or embarking on a reckless 
spending free. 

Rather than exploding the size of 
Federal Government, Congress should 
be working to strengthen the backbone 
of our economy with small businesses. 
Seventy percent of all new jobs are cre-
ated by small business, many of them 
in our area family owned. 

Let’s get our economy back on track 
by helping to work with small busi-
nesses. That’s the legacy that we want 
to leave our children and grand-
children. 

f 

PASS THE HELPING FAMILIES 
SAVE THEIR HOMES ACT 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, by now we 
all know what a central role the hous-
ing market crisis has played in our eco-
nomic troubles. The housing meltdown 
is devastating for families and commu-
nities, particularly for innocent fami-
lies who have lived within their means 
and paid their mortgages on time. 
Through no fault of their own, their 
home values are eroding and their life 
savings are threatened. That’s why we 
must pass the Helping Families Save 
Their Homes Act. It restores fairness 
to the bankruptcy system. 

Current law allows loan modifica-
tions for vacation homes and yachts, 
yet prohibits them for primary resi-
dences. This bill will end this inequity. 
It also fixes the Hope for Homeowners 
program to increase mortgage modi-
fications and reduce foreclosures. It is 
not about bailing out lenders or bor-
rowers who made irresponsible deci-
sions, it is, rather, finding fair and ef-
fective solutions to stabilizing the 
housing crisis and stabilizing the mar-
ket. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is also 
needed to get our country back on 
track. I urge my colleagues to vote for 
a stronger economy and vote for this 
bill. 
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PRESIDENT’S BUDGET PUTS IN-

FRASTRUCTURE AND AMERICA 
AT GREAT RISK 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I re-
ceived a letter from the President of 
the Louisiana Oil and Gas Association 
expressing grave concern over the ad-
ministration’s budget proposal we were 
sent last week. Our Nation’s oil and 
gas industry is not made up of the five 
or so Big Oil companies; instead, it is 
several thousand independent oil and 
natural gas producers. It is these com-
panies that drill and produce the vast 
majority of oil and natural gas pro-
duced here in the United States. 

The administration’s budget pro-
posals will strip the economic incen-
tives that provide the investment cap-
ital that is needed to explore and 
produce oil and gas for our country. 
Without these incentives, exploration 
and production of oil and natural gas 
will drastically decline, trillions of dol-
lars will be lost, tens of thousands of 
jobs will be lost, and our Nation’s en-
ergy security will be severely threat-
ened. 

In my home State of Louisiana, 25 
percent of the Nation’s energy is pro-
duced. We are the heartbeat of our Na-
tion’s energy infrastructure. Simply 
put, the administration’s budget pro-
posals will put that infrastructure and 
our country at great risk and drive up 
home utilities and gas at the pump. 

f 

b 1300 

VOTE ‘‘YES’’ ON HELPING FAMI-
LIES SAVE THEIR HOMES ACT 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, there 
is unusually broad agreement on the 
fact that to stop the downward spiral 
of this economy, we have to act on sev-
eral fronts at once in a forceful and co-
ordinated manner. 

We have addressed the need for job 
creation and tax relief with the eco-
nomic recovery bill. We are addressing 
the banking crisis and credit freeze 
with the second round of TARP funds 
and the launching of the TALF pro-
gram. Now we have the chance to take 
action on a critically important front, 
stabilizing housing prices. All across 
the country, neighborhoods are strug-
gling as each foreclosed home reduces 
the value of nearby properties. 

The Helping Families Save Their 
Homes Act will give more tools to 
homeowners to stay in their homes and 
allow judicial modifications of home 
mortgages. It helps families facing 
foreclosure stay in their homes, thus 
stabilizing lives, home prices, neigh-
borhoods and restoring confidence in 
the economy. 

I am confident that a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
this bill is in the best interests of our 
American economy. 

BUSINESS AS USUAL 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, later this 
week President Obama is expected to 
sign the omnibus spending bill into 
law. That bill contains nearly 9,000 ear-
marks. Now, this is unfortunate. It 
sends a signal that we have ushered in 
a new era of absolutely the same, busi-
ness as usual. 

I would encourage the President, if 
he is going to sign the omnibus bill, to 
at least announce a change moving for-
ward. He could announce, for example, 
that he will not sign legislation in the 
future that contains congressionally 
directed no-bid contracts to private 
companies. 

He should encourage the Congress to 
end the appearance of pay-to-play when 
no-bid contracts are given to those who 
give us campaign contributions. Giving 
no-bid contracts to our campaign do-
nors should be beneath the dignity of 
this House. Now our leadership, both 
on the Republican and the Democratic 
side, has not recognized this yet, but I 
hope that the President does. 

f 

HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS 

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, this week the House is sched-
uled to take up H.R. 1106, the Helping 
Families Save Their Homes Act of 2009. 
While much of the controversy over 
this bill is focused on the title I provi-
sions, the provisions in title II will pro-
vide safe harbor for lenders willing to 
modify mortgages and improve the 
HOPE for Homeowners program. 

Allow me to dispel a few of the myths 
surrounding this legislation. 

Myth: The bill only benefits a small 
number of homeowners. 

Fact: This bill will actually help all 
homeowners by protecting their neigh-
borhoods from the negative effects of 
foreclosure. Every foreclosure brings 
down the value of nearby homes, fur-
ther eroding the equity of homeowners 
who are up to date on their mortgages. 
Millions of middle class families are 
just one sickness or one layoff away 
from a possible foreclosure. 

Myth: The bill rewards bad behavior. 
Fact: This bill requires homeowners 

to negotiate with their lenders in good 
faith before they can even consider ap-
plying for judicial modification of their 
home loan through bankruptcy. 

Myth: The bill is a dramatic change 
in the Bankruptcy Code. 

Fact: This bill equalizes the rules by 
treating residential bankruptcies the 
same as corporate, farm and vacation 
home bankruptcies. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

I’d like to remind my colleagues that while 
much of the controversy over this bill has fo-

cused on the Title I provisions, the provisions 
in Title II will help thousands of homeowners 
and enjoy broad support. Providing safe har-
bor for lenders willing to modify mortgages 
and improving the HOPE for Homeowners 
program are much-needed reforms that will 
help stem the tide of foreclosures and protect 
our neighborhoods. I would like to take a few 
moments to dispel some of the myths sur-
rounding the legislation that could also be re-
ferred to as the Neighborhood Protection Act. 

Myth: This bill only benefits a small number 
of low income homeowners or homeowners 
who bought more house than they could af-
ford. 

Fact: H.R. 1106 will actually help all home-
owners by protecting their neighborhoods from 
the negative effects of foreclosure. Every fore-
closure in a neighborhood brings down the 
value of nearby homes, further eroding the eq-
uity of homeowners who are up to date on 
their mortgages. Furthermore, the foreclosure 
crisis has spread beyond victims of the sub- 
prime crisis or individuals who purchased 
more home than they could afford. As Presi-
dent Obama noted in his address to this body, 
millions of middle-class families are just one 
sickness or one layoff away from possible 
foreclosure. Without the ability to sell or refi-
nance a home with a current value lower than 
the mortgage value, these families are out of 
options. 

Myth: The bill rewards bad behavior. 
Fact: H.R. 1106 requires homeowners to 

negotiate with their lenders in good faith be-
fore they can even consider applying for a ju-
dicial modification of their home loan through 
bankruptcy. And the bill prevents judges from 
modifying loans for homeowners who have the 
ability to make their payments or make other 
bad faith efforts to game the system. The spe-
cious argument that the bill rewards bad be-
havior is being promoted by the banks, who 
themselves were rewarded for their bad be-
havior by the previous Administration. After re-
ceiving hundreds of billions of dollars in tax-
payer bailouts, the banks should be the last to 
complain. This bill is designed to help families 
who have worked hard and played by the 
rules, but are trapped by declining property 
values and escalating job losses. 

Myth: The bill enables homeowners to avoid 
their financial responsibilities. 

Fact: H.R. 1106 allows judges to modify a 
mortgage only in those cases where it is truly 
not affordable for the homeowner and even 
then judges can only reduce the mortgage to 
the fair market value of the property. Lenders 
are able to recoup the fair market value of the 
house, plus interest, which is much better than 
they usually secure in a foreclosure sale. 

Myth: The bill is a dramatic change in the 
bankruptcy code. 

Fact: H.R. 1106 equalizes bankruptcy rules 
by treating residential bankruptcies the same 
as corporate, farm, and vacation home bank-
ruptcies. H.R. 1106 will give struggling families 
or individuals the same right to modify the 
loans on their primary homes as wealthy in-
vestors have to modify the loans on their sec-
ond or third properties. 

Myth: The bill will dramatically increase 
bankruptcies. 

Fact: Bankruptcy proceedings are unpleas-
ant and scar one’s credit record for years. No 
one looks forward to bankruptcy. And this bill 
provides stringent conditions, with a series of 
interim steps and requirements, so bankruptcy 
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