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FUND.—Section 409(3) of such Act (16 U.S.C.
1421g(3)) is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal year
1993 and inserting ‘‘each of fiscal years 2010
through 2013".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. HoOLT) and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, the
pending measure, the Marine Mammal
Rescue Assistance Amendments of 2009,
was introduced by our esteemed col-
league from Alaska, Representative
DoN YouNG. The bill would extend
through fiscal year 2013 the authoriza-
tion of appropriations for the John H.
Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue As-
sistance Grant Fund and the Marine
Mammal Unusual Mortality Event
Fund.

H.R. 844 would direct the relevant
Secretary to collect and update proce-
dures for rescuing and rehabilitating
marine mammals entangled in fishing
gear, rope, line, or entangled in any
way other. The bill also authorizes the
Secretary to enter into agreements for
marine mammal stranding events re-
quiring emergency assistance.

The 110th Congress passed a similar
bill by voice vote, but the legislation
did not pass the other body. We support
this bill and commend Representative
YoUNG for his leadership on this issue.

I ask Members on both sides to sup-
port passage of this legislation.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 844, the Marine Mammal
Rescue Assistance Amendments of 2009.
This legislation, introduced by Con-
gressman DON YOUNG, will extend the
John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Res-
cue Assistance Grant Program.

The program was first authorized in
2000 to address the funding needs of fa-
cilities assisting in the recovery and
rehabilitation of stranded marine
mammals. The Prescott Grant Pro-
gram has been very successful in sup-
porting facilities around the Nation,
volunteering facility space and staff
time to rehabilitate stranded marine
mammals and return many of them to
the wild.

While the Prescott Grant Program
has been successful in many areas,
some areas of the country do not have
appropriate coverage. The Alaska re-
gion and the southeast region are two
examples. This legislation will provide
funding for the Department of Com-
merce to help address the lack of cov-
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erage in certain areas, and will also in-
crease the number of grants that can
be issued each year.

I urge an ‘‘aye’” vote on H.R. 844.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. I thank the
gentleman for yielding to me.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 844, the Marine Mammal Rescue
Assistance Amendments of 2009. This
important piece of legislation con-
tinues to build upon the original legis-
lation this body passed in 1972, the Ma-
rine Mammal Protection Act.

Continuing to recognize the impor-
tance of marine mammals and the frag-
ile state of some of their populations,
Congress passed the Marine Mammal
Rescue Assistance Act in 2000 and cre-
ated the John H. Prescott Marine
Mammal Assistance Program.

Keeping with the spirit of these
achievements in marine mammal pro-
tection, I introduced this legislation
which builds upon our earlier successes
and expands the Prescott Grant Pro-
gram. This bill will allow the Sec-
retary of Commerce to provide grants
to participants who assist in removing
ropes and other materials from marine
mammals while at sea.

By providing grants to institutions
such as the Alaskan Sealife Center, un-
told numbers of marine mammals have
been positively impacted. Support for
this bill will further invest in the
health of our oceans and its numerous
marine resources.

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port marine mammals and the passage
of H.R. 844.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 844.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.
————
WILLIAM BARRETT TRAVIS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

March 2, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
today is March the 2nd; and on March
2, 1836, my native State, Texas, de-
clared independence from Mexico.

It all started back when Texas was a
part of Mexico. Mexico revolted from
the Spanish empire, won that revolu-
tion, and then Texas became a part of
northern Mexico. And there was a con-
stitutional republic in Mexico, it was
the Constitution of 1824, drafted some-
what after the American Constitution.
But things turned sour when a guy by
the name of Santa Anna became dic-
tator of Mexico, abolished the constitu-
tion, and eliminated civil rights. And
people who lived in Texas, both white,
brown and black, were offended by
that, and so in 1835 revolution started
in Texas, or northern Mexico. And on
March 2, 1836, Texas declared independ-
ence from Mexico.

It was an interesting time of the year
because, you see, on March the second,
there were already 187 volunteers in a
beat-up old Spanish church not far
from where Texas independence was de-
clared, that being Washington on the
Brazos. In that beat-up old Spanish
church, a mission, it was called the
Alamo. And those 187 volunteers from
every State in the Union, from 13 for-
eign countries, including Mexico, of all
races stood defiant against Santa
Anna’s invading Army of about 6,000
that came in to quell the revolution.
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We all know what happened at the
Battle of the Alamo. For 13 days those
187 volunteers withheld the onslaught,
and finally on March 6, 4 days hence,
the Alamo fell.

The Alamo was commanded by my
favorite person in all of history, Wil-
liam Barrett Travis. He was a 27-year-
old lawyer from South Carolina, then
Alabama, and then came to Texas. And
one of his last letters from the Alamo
pleading for other Texans to come to
his help and help Texas’ independence
was written on February 24, 1836. It
goes like this, Madam Speaker:

“To the people of the world and all of
Texas, I am besieged by a thousand or
more of the enemy under Santa Anna.
I have sustained a continual bombard-
ment and cannon fire for over 24 hours,
but I have not lost a man. The enemy
has demanded surrender at its discre-
tion. Otherwise, the fort will be put to
the sword. I have answered that de-
mand with a cannon shot. And the flag
still waves proudly over the wall.

“I shall never surrender or retreat. I
call upon you, in the name of liberty
and everything dear to our character,
to come to my aid with all dispatch. If
this call is neglected, I am determined
to sustain myself for as long as pos-
sible and do what is necessary for my
honor and my country. Victory or
death.

“God and Texas,
Travis.”

That was one of the last letters he
wrote, and except for 32 men from the
small town of Gonzales, no one came to

William Barrett
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Travis’s aid, and the Alamo fell on
March 6, 1836. All 187 Texans were
killed and about 10 times that number
from the Mexican army fell as well.

Texans started fleeing to the east to
get away from the invading armies,
and General Sam Houston was elected
as the commander in chief to try to
rally what Texans were left to do bat-
tle. And on April 21, 1836, where Buffalo
Bayou meets the San Jacinto River in
what is now Houston, Texas, they did
battle with Santa Anna’s invading
army. It took place in the afternoon on
April 21. Madam Speaker, we all know
that battles take place in the morning,
but yet this battle took place in the
afternoon. The outnumbered Texans
caught Santa Anna’s army sleeping,
and in 18 minutes it was complete vic-
tory and Texas won its independence.
It became a republic. It claimed not
only Texas but part of Oklahoma, New
Mexico, Kansas, Colorado, and Wyo-
ming, all the way to the Canadian bor-
der. Texas remained an independent
nation for 9 years. Then in 1845, it was
allowed into the Union by one vote.
Some wished the vote had gone the
other way. But be that as it may,
Texas was an independent republic for
9 years.

And on this day, March the 2nd, we
from Texas celebrate the Republic of
Texas and Texas’ independence and
that spirit that gave all Americans
what we have today: a free and inde-
pendent Nation. And we also honor the
likes of William Barrett Travis, Sam
Houston, Davy Crockett, Jim Bonham,
and Jim Bowie.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Texas (Mr. OLSON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. OLSON addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOLT) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes,
March 6 and 9.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, March 6
and 9.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
March 3.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today, March 3, 4, 5 and 6.

Mr. OLSON, for 5 minutes, today.

———
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 387. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 211 South Court
Street, Rockford, Illinois, as the ‘““Stanley J.
Roszkowski United States Courthouse’; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

for 5 minutes,

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 50 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 3, 2009, at 10:30 a.m., for
morning-hour debate.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

743. A letter from the Board of Governors,
Federal Reserve System, transmitting the
System’s semiannual Monetary Policy Re-
port, pursuant to Public Law 106-569; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

744. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Zimbabwe that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13288 of March 6,
2003, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

745. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Copies of international
agreements, other than treaties, entered into
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C.
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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746. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report entitled, ‘‘Citizen’s Report: FY
2008 Summary of Performance and Financial
Results’’; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

747. A letter from the Management Ana-
lyst, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Employment Authorization and Verification
of Aliens Enlisting in the Armed Forces [CIS
No.: 2463-08; Docket No.: USCIS-2008-0072]
(RIN: 1615-AB78) received February 24, 2009,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

748. A letter from the Executive Director,
National Association of Police Organiza-
tions, Inc., transmitting the Association’s
Notice of Appointment — Law Enforcement
Congressional Badge of Bravery State and
Local Law Enforcement Board, pursuant to
Public Law 110-298, section 203(c)(1)(E); to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

749. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Department of Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Establishment of the Snipes Mountain
Viticultural Area (2007R-300P) [Docket No.:
TTB-2008-0003; T.D. TTB-73; Re: Notice No.
82] (RIN: 1513-AB51) received February 24,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

750. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Expansion of the Paso Robles Viticultural
Area (2008R-073P) [Docket No.: TTB-2008-0005;
T.D. TTB-72; Re: Notice No. 85] (RIN: 1513-
AB47) received February 24, 2009, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

751. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— RRTA Desk Guide [LMSB-4-0908-048] re-
ceived February 24, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

752. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Ap-
plicable Federal Rates — March 2009 (Rev.
Rul.2009-8) received February 24, 2009, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

7563. A letter from the Director, Office of
Counternarcotics Enforcement, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s biennial Southwest Border Coun-
ternarcotics Strategy for calendar year 2008;
jointly to the Committees on Homeland Se-
curity, the Judiciary, and Foreign Affairs.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. CONYERS: Committee on the Judici-
ary. H.R. 157. A bill to provide for the treat-
ment of the District of Columbia as a Con-
gressional district for purposes of represen-
tation in the House of Representatives, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 111-22). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:
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