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spiritedness—I want everyone to under-
stand that, from my personal belief, ev-
eryone is entitled to their day in court,
everyone is entitled to be presumed in-
nocent. I'm not making accusations
that you should consider convictions.
But should there be a conviction, I be-
lieve that this body is not above the
law, and we should keep it that way.
And I will pledge myself to do so. And
I think every Member of this body
would feel the same way. And that’s
why these little ethical slips give the
impression that somebody might be
above the law.

We are a nation of laws, we are not a
nation of men. And being a nation of
laws, we expect everyone, no matter
what their status, to abide by those
laws. This body is a body of rules, and
we expect Members of this body to
abide by those rules; and the failure to
abide has consequences.

So even though I'm trying to be as
friendly as I can on these issues, I want
everybody to understand that those are
principles that this country stands on
and that this body stands on, and I in-
tend to make sure that those principles
stand firm. I think my colleagues
across the board, both sides of the
aisle, in their heart of hearts will agree
with me. And I think it was a right pol-
icy when a Member, even though a
close, personal friend of mine, was ac-
cused of something, that under our
rules he had to step down until his
issues were resolved. And I think it’s
unfortunate that the Democrats, under
their rules, don’t take the same posi-
tion; that if a serious accusation of
misbehavior or breaking the law is
raised against a Member in the form of
an indictment, that that person has to
step down from positions of leadership.
Both sides should have the same rules.
Unfortunately, we don’t have it that
way.

Still, I defend every person’s right to
be presumed innocent until proven
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. And
I will stand for any Member of this
House, no matter what his party affili-
ation, to preserve that right on his be-
half because I have preserved that
right on behalf of thousands of people
who were convicted by a jury of their
peers of heinous crimes, and yet that
was a right guaranteed by our Con-
stitution. It’s a right guaranteed to our
Members. So make no mistake, I make
no accusations of guilt because that’s
not appropriate under our system, but
I do raise questions of ethical lapses,
and I will continue to do so.

I thank the Speaker for allowing me
to speak here tonight. I'm going to
yield back my time now. And I want to
thank my colleagues who joined me
here tonight. And we will be doing
some more of this, and I hope other
colleagues will join us and give us their
ideas.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HIMES). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
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I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PERLMUTTER) at 9 o’clock
and 15 minutes p.m.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1106, HELPING FAMILIES
SAVE THEIR HOMES ACT OF 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 111-21) on the
resolution (H. Res. 190) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1106) to
prevent mortgage foreclosures and en-
hance mortgage credit availability,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. PERRIELLO (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for the week of February 23 on
account of family illness.

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today after
3:30 p.m. and the balance of the week
on account of family obligations.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. HARE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. HARE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. KISSELL, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PAUL) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. PoOE of Texas,
March 3 and 4.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, March 3
and 4.

Mr. WoLF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GOODLATTE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JENKINS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes,

for 5 minutes,

today.

Ms. FoxXx, for 5 minutes, today.
———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.

Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

February 25, 2009

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 16 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, February 26, 2009,
at 10 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

661. A letter from the OSD Federal Reg-
ister Liaison Officer, DoD, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Procedures and Support for Non-Fed-
eral Entities Authorized to Operate on De-
partment of Defense (DoD) Installations
[DoD-2006-0S-0041; 0790-AI35] received Feb-

ruary 10, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

662. A letter from the Under Secretary for
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a report
of the Strategic Materials Protection Board
meeting on December 12, 2008, pursuant to
Public Law 109-364, section 843; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

663. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock-
et No.: FEMA-8055] received February 17,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

664. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations
[Docket ID FEMA-2008-0020; Internal Agency
Docket No.: FEMA-B-1027] received February
17, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

665. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived February 17, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

666. A letter from the Secretary of the
Commission, Federal Trade Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Changes For Certain Disclosures — received
February 9, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

667. A letter from the Director, Supple-
mental Food Programs Division, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and
Children (WIC): Discretionary WIC Vendor
Provisions in the Child Nutrition and WIC
Reauthorization Act of 2004, Public Law 108-
265 [F'N'S-2006-0035] (RIN: 0584-AD47) received
February 17, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

668. A letter from the President and CEO,
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s annual report re-
garding the activities and expenditures of
the independent production service, pursuant
to 47 U.S.C. 396(k)(3)(B)(iii)(V); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

669. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Department of De-
fense, transmitting pursuant to Section 27(f)
of the Arms Export Control Act and Section
1(f) of Executive Order 11958, Transmittal No.
19-08 informing of an intent to sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding among the United
States and the United Kingdom concerning
Operations and Support of Advanced Ex-
tremely High Frequency Military Satellite
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Communications; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

670. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting the Department’s report
on gifts given in Fiscal Year 2008, pursuant
to Public Law 95-105, section 515(b)(2); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

671. A letter from the Director of Legal Af-
fairs and Policy, Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, Administrative Committee of the Fed-
eral Register, transmitting the Committee’s
final rule — Availability and Official Status
of the Compilation of Presidential Docu-
ments [A.G. Order No.: 3036-2009] received
February 17, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

672. A letter from the Acting, Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR
Case  2007-013, Employment Eligibility
Verification [FAC 2005-29, Amendment-2;
FAR Case 2007-013; Docket 2008-0001; Se-
quence 3] (RIN: 9000-AK91) received February
10, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

673. A letter from the Director, National
Gallery of Art, transmitting the Gallery’s re-
port on public-private competitions in FY
2008, pursuant to Public Law 108-199, section
647(b) of Division F; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

674. A letter from the Acting Director, U.S.
Trade and Development Agency, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

675. A letter from the Acting Assistant Ad-
ministrator fof Fisheries, NMFS, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; Annual
Catch Limits; National Standard Guidlines
[Docket No.: 070717348-81398-03] (RIN: 0648-
AV60) received February 17, 2009, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

676. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel Lottery in
Areas 542 and 543 [Docket No.: 071106673-8011-
02] (RIN: 0648-XM68) received February 17,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

677. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator For Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska, Groundfish
of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 080721859-
81514-02] (RIN: 0648-AX01) received February
17, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

678. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Chiniak Gully Research
Area for Vessels Using Trawl Gear [Docket
No.: 071106671-8010-02] (RIN: 0648-XMT77) re-
ceived February 17, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

679. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator For Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, national Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Pacific Halibut Fish-
eries; Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands King
and Tanner Crab Fisheries; Groundfish Fish-
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eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off
Alaska; Individual Fishing Quota Program;
Western Alaska Community Development
Quota Program; Recordkeeping and Report-
ing; Permits; Correction [Docket No.:
080302360-7686-03] (RIN: 0648-AT91) received
February 17, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

680. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the
2009 Bering Sea Pollock Total Allowable
Catch Amount; Correction [Docket No.:
071106673-8011-02] (RIN: 0648-XM47) received
February 17, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

681. A letter from the Acting Assistant At-
torney General, Department of Justice,
transmitting a report prepared by the Office
of Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) containing information on every
grant, cooperative agreement or pro-
grammatic services contract awarded during
fiscal year 2008, pursuant to Public Law 107-
273; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

682. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Federal Civil Pen-
alties Inflation Adjustment Act — received
February 9, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
683. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medicare Program; Changes to the Competi-
tive Acquisition of Certain Durable Medical
Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics and Sup-
plies (DMEPOS) by Certain Provisions of the
Medicare Improvements for Patients and
Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA) [CMS-1561-
IFC2] (RIN: 0938-AP59) received February 13,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly
to the Committees on Ways and Means and
Energy and Commerce.

684. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s report entitled,
“Final Report to Congress on the
Informatics for Diabetes Education and Tele-
medicine (IDEATel) Demonstration, Phase I
and II,” pursuant to Public Law 105-33, sec-
tion 4207(e); jointly to the Committees on
Ways and Means and Energy and Commerce.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida: Committee on
Rules. House Resolution 190. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1106)
to prevent mortgage foreclosures and en-
hance mortgage credit availability (Rept.
111-21). Referred to the House Calendar.

————
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mrs. DAVIS of California (for her-
self, Mr. ROGERS of Michigan, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Mr. HINCHEY, and Ms.
CORRINE BROWN of Florida):

H.R. 1165. A bill to develop capacity and in-
frastructure for mentoring programs; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.
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By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:

H.R. 1166. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide for more effective en-
forcement of the Federal prohibition on the
interstate shipment of stolen property, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. CARNAHAN (for himself and
Mr. SCHOCK):

H.R. 1167. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to conduct a program to
demonstrate the use of asphalt produced
with an asphalt binder made from biomass in
highway construction projects; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. BOOZMAN:

H.R. 1168. A bill to amend chapter 42 of
title 38, United States Code, to provide cer-
tain veterans with employment training as-
sistance; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr.
BUYER):

H.R. 1169. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the amount of as-
sistance provided by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to disabled veterans for spe-
cially adapted housing and automobiles and
adapted equipment; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr.
BUYER):

H.R. 1170. A bill to amend chapter 21 of
title 38, United States Code, to establish a
grant program to encourage the development
of new assistive technologies for specially
adapted housing; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr.
BUYER):

H.R. 1171. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reauthorize the Homeless
Veterans Reintegration Program for fiscal
years 2010 through 2014; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr.
BUYER):

H.R. 1172. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to include on the Internet
website of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs a list of organizations that provide
scholarships to veterans and their survivors;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. ELLSWORTH (for himself and
Mr. JORDAN of Ohio):

H.R. 1173. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to combat, deter, and punish in-
dividuals and enterprises engaged nationally
and internationally in organized crime in-
volving theft and interstate fencing of stolen
retail merchandise, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. OBERSTAR (for himself, Mr.
Mica, Ms. NORTON, and Mr. MARIO
Di1AZ-BALART of Florida):

H.R. 1174. A bill to establish the Federal
Emergency Management Agency as a cabi-
net-level independent agency in the execu-
tive branch, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and in addition to the Committee
on Homeland Security, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. FOSTER:

H.R. 1175. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to authorize taxpayers to des-
ignate a portion of their income tax pay-
ments to a National Military Family Relief
Fund to be used by the Secretary of Defense
to assist the families of members of the
Armed Forces who are serving in, or have
served in, Iraq or Afghanistan; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition
to the Committee on Armed Services, for a
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