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REAL CHANGE FOR AMERICA

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, today it begins: the process of
turning the rhetoric of hope into the
reality of change. Today we will en-
franchise 4 million children with
health insurance, many of whose work-
ing-poor parents have had to watch
their children suffering in bed from an
accident or an illness not knowing how
serious it is or what to do, only know-
ing that they couldn’t afford to find
out.

Now, we have passed this legislation
before—twice—only to have it vetoed
by President Bush. Why? Because we
paid for it with a tobacco tax, which, in
itself over the years, will save the lives
of millions of people.

But this bill that we pass today will
be signed into legislation because
that’s exactly what President Barack
Obama meant when he promised real
change for all Americans.

——

CONGRATULATIONS GATOR
NATION

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, once
again I come to the House floor to
honor the accomplishment of the Uni-
versity of Florida Gators. On Thursday
night, the Gators won their second BCS
national football championship in the
past 3 years by beating a very good
Oklahoma team 24-14. Add to this the
back-to-back basketball championships
in 2006 and 2007, Gainesville is quickly
becoming known as the ‘““City of Cham-
pions.”

In their hard-fought victory, the
Gators’ defense was able to hold OKkla-
homa—the highest scoring team in
modern football history—to 14 points
and 363 total yards. On offense, Tim
Tebow showed why he is perhaps the
best quarterback in the history of col-
lege football by finishing with 231
yards passing and 109 yards rushing.
Tebow becomes just the fifth player
since 1950 to win two national titles
and the Heisman Trophy.

I congratulate Coach Urban Meyer
and all of the Gator football players for
their incredible accomplishments.

Go Gators.

———

TODAY IS A GOOD DAY FOR
AMERICAN FAMILIES

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker,
today is a good day for American fami-
lies. Today, we reauthorize the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
for nearly 7 million children currently
covered and to expand coverage to an
additional 4 million uninsured chil-
dren.
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My commitment to ensuring health
coverage for every child in our great
Nation is just as strong today as it was
in 1992 when I successfully worked for
the early creation of CHIP in Pennsyl-
vania. Yet today, 9 million children are
still uninsured—almost 140,000 children
in Pennsylvania alone—and the num-
ber grows daily.

As the economy continues to suffer
and unemployment grows, more and
more American families are losing
their insurance coverage. Parents with-
out coverage worry that their children
will get sick or need to visit the doc-
tor, and they simply do not have the
money to pay. So as we work to reverse
the economic downturn, we can and we
should ensure that our children’s
health will be protected now and into
the future.

Strengthening CHIP for 111 million
children is the right thing to do, and in
just 6 days, we will have a President
who—unlike our outgoing President—
will sign this bill and achieve this goal
for America’s children.

Change is here. It is a good day in
America.

————

SUPPORT AMERICA’S FUTURE BY
PASSING SCHIP LEGISLATION

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I, too,
rise in support of SCHIP legislation. At
a time when million of Americans are
losing their jobs and companies are
doing everything possible to cut costs,
more and more families face the hor-
rible prospect of going without health
insurance.

During these uncertain economic
times, this Congress should invest in
those most vulnerable and hardest hit.
For the past 11 years, the Children’s
Health Insurance Program has done ex-
actly that by reducing the number of
uninsured children by providing them
access to private health insurance.
Without this coverage, many of these
children would go without critical
health care attention that allows them
to live productive and prosperous lives.

Over the last 2 years, this Congress
has worked to expand the program by 4
million children. Twice we passed bi-
partisan legislation that was vetoed by
President Bush. But now we have an-
other opportunity to ensure those 11
million children. President-elect
Obama has promised to sign this legis-
lation.

Today, this Congress should once
again do what’s right and help support
America’s children and our future.

———

MONEY SPENT ON SCHIP IS
MONEY WELL SPENT

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, today the House will debate
and pass legislation to extend health
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care to 4 million more American chil-
dren.

In the richest country in the world, it
simply defies our national conscience
to allow any child to go to sleep in his
bed at night sick just because his par-
ents can’t afford to bring him to a doc-
tor. These kids don’t deserve this fate
and frankly, neither do their parents
because three-fourths of the uninsured
come from families with a full-time
worker who just happens to work for a
company that doesn’t or can’t provide
health care.

The Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act will give
States the confidence they need to im-
prove their health care systems and in-
crease outreach to ensure that all eligi-
ble kids have coverage.

This is money well spent. Insuring
kids is the right thing to do from both
a moral and financial standpoint. It is
time for the House to do what it’s done
twice before and pass legislation that
will get 4 million more kids the health
care they deserve.

———

SCHIP LEGISLATION IS VITAL
LEGISLATION

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker and
Members, it is a remarkable day today
because we will vote to insure 11 mil-
lion American children. But the real
question is, do we want to continue to
be a third world country because we
are the only industrialized Nation in
the world that does not provide health
care to its children.

Twice our outgoing President has ve-
toed similar bills. But what is the cost
of not providing medical coverage to
our children? What is the cost of rou-
tine medical conditions clogging our
emergency rooms? What is the cost of
healthy children sharing classrooms
and playgrounds with classmates af-
flicted with undiagnosed and untreated
contagious diseases?

Nearly three-quarters of the unin-
sured children qualify for Medicaid or
SCHIP but are not enrolled. And with
job losses, multiplying at a record
pace, these numbers will only increase.

I urge my colleagues to support this
measure because simply put, we cannot
afford not to.

———————

CONGRESS NEEDS TO EXPAND
HEALTH CARE COVERAGE TO
CHILDREN

(Mr. MCMAHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker and
my colleagues, as my eloquent col-
league from California just pointed
out, the United States is the only de-
veloped Nation in the world that does
not provide health care for all of our
children.

Today, millions of children from
modest-income families are not regu-
larly seeing a doctor because they are
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not enrolled in the Children’s Health
Insurance Program even though they
are eligible. Today, this Congress has
an opportunity to change that by pass-
ing legislation that will expand the
program to 4 million additional kids.

At a time of rising unemployment,
passing this legislation is more impor-
tant than ever. In this economic reces-
sion, more and more parents are having
difficulty finding affordable health in-
surance for their children. The need for
this legislation grows every day. And
this legislation is fully paid for so it
will not increase the Federal deficit.

It is especially important for my
home State of New York which has
402,000 uninsured kids. Imagine that.
Nearly 10 percent of the national total.
And I therefore thank the sponsor,
Congressman FRANK PALLONE, and the
Chairmen WAXMAN and MILLER for
their work on this bill.

Madam Speaker, this legislation has
received strong bipartisan support in
the past for a reason, and I urge my
colleagues to vote for it today.

————
O 1030
DATA AMENDMENT

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker,
taxpayers want to know where the first
$350 billion of the bailout TARP money
has gone; so does Congress. The inde-
pendent General Accounting Office
concluded that Treasury has not set up
any policies and procedures to ensure
that TARP funds are being used as in-
tended. I am therefore putting in legis-
lation to require Treasury to collect,
analyze and report to the TARP over-
sight entities data on what recipients
of the TARP money are receiving, and
to let them analyze exactly where this
money is going. I am proposing this in
the form of an amendment to H.R. 384,
which may be on the floor this week.

This amendment subjects TARP re-
cipients to additional, but appropriate,
scrutiny of their activities. It provides
the entities charged with overseeing
the TARP, including Congress, the
tools they need to analyze exactly
where our taxpayer money is going. I
urge my colleagues to support it.

————

SCHIP

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, today
the House will consider legislation to
expand the State Children’s Health In-
surance Program and provide health
insurance coverage for more than 11
million children nationwide.

The current recession makes this leg-
islation particularly important. Chil-
dren living in low-income families in
Michigan rose a staggering 40 percent
between 2000 and 2007. Parents are los-
ing their jobs and their health insur-
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ance. And kids who do not have health
coverage forgo regular checkups and
preventive t reatments. They miss
more school days, and are less likely to
finish high school. And untreated
health problems can severely impact a
young child’s development. SCHIP pro-
vides a lifeline for children so that
they can be healthy kids who have the
opportunity to grow into healthy pro-
ductive adults.

The SCHIP bill we will consider
today is fiscally responsible. It is more
cost-effective for taxpayers to provide
proper care for our Kkids rather than
footing the bill for unnecessary emer-
gency room visits. Passing this legisla-
tion is the right thing to do for our Na-
tion’s kids.

——

INVESTING IN AMERICA’S
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE

(Mr. PERRIELLO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to support an economic re-
covery based on investing in America’s
competitive advantage.

Voters in Virginia’s Fifth District
sent me here because they recognize
two things: First, we need fundamental
change to revitalize this country’s
economy; and second, there are no
shortcuts to getting there.

Somewhere along the way the world
economy changed, but government re-
sponses stayed the same. The result in
my district has been years of declining
jobs, declining wages, and rising health
care costs. These economic woes are
now confronting the Nation as a whole,
and we face an urgent moment as we
lose half a million jobs every month.

We need a recovery strategy imme-
diately, but this plan must be based on
investment, not just throwing money
at the problem. This crisis reflects a
failure of confidence and will only be
solved by its restoration. You restore
confidence by fixing problems, not by
pretending they aren’t there.

The distinction between stimulus and
recovery means more to economists
than to our actual economy. I believe
our Nation’s economy will recover only
through a visionary strategy for re-
building America’s competitive advan-
tage. That means real commitment to
investing in our workforce, our infra-
structure, our innovation, and the new
energy economy, and that must include
investment in our small towns and
rural communities.

This investment will be the guidance
that our constituents need to create
American jobs and turn this economy
around.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2, CHILDREN’S HEALTH
INSURANCE PROGRAM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
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lution 52 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 52

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 2) to amend title
XXI of the Social Security Act to extend and
improve the Children’s Health Insurance
Program and for other purposes. All points
of order against consideration of the bill are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. The bill shall be considered as
read. All points of order against the bill are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill to final passage
without intervening motion except: (1) one
hour of debate equally divided among and
controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce and the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ways and
Means; and (2) one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentleman from Texas, my
friend, Mr. SESSIONS. All time yielded
during consideration of the rule is for
debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I ask
unanimous consent, Madam Speaker,
that all Members have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and to insert extraneous
materials into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 52 provides a
closed rule for consideration of H.R. 2,
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2009.

I really am honored and privileged to
have the opportunity to present this
rule to the body. The rule provides 1
hour of debate, equally divided among
and controlled by the chairperson and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce and
the chairperson and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means.

Madam Speaker, the SCHIP reau-
thorization bill of 2009 is a fiscally re-
sponsible way to revive our commit-
ment to providing America’s low-in-
come children with the quality health
care they need and deserve. The bill au-
thorizes $32.3 billion over 4% years to
cover the seven million children who
currently rely on SCHIP, and extends
coverage to more than four million
low-income children who are currently
living without health care. The bill of-
fers comprehensive and wide-ranging
care that includes mental, dental, pre-
natal, and maternal health services.

The underlying bill also supports a
multifaceted approach to increasing
health insurance enrollment. It pro-
vides States with incentives to lower
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