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One cable news host already is on
record as saying it’s his job as a jour-
nalist to ensure that this presidency is
successful. The media can provide a
valuable service, but we need to hold
them accountable and need to insist on
objective reporting.

———————

SCHIP

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker,
today is a great day.

This morning, I woke up with great
optimism, knowing that, today, the
House will once again take up the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program that
will cover 11 million children.

Providing health insurance to chil-
dren whose families simply cannot af-
ford it has been a top priority for the
people I represent in Missouri. With
rising unemployment, covering chil-
dren is even more important than ever,
and the need grows each day. No longer
will children be forced to visit an emer-
gency room to receive basic medical
care. This is commonsense legislation
at its best. Now children will be better
prepared for learning and for success in
today’s world economy.

The broad coalition of supporters be-
hind this bill will soon have a friend in
the White House. President-elect
Barack Obama is committed to making
health care readily available to every
American, starting with America’s
children.

This bill will not be voted on today
without the leadership of Chairman
WAXMAN, Chairman Emeritus DINGELL
and Congressman PALLONE. I thank
them for their continued leadership.
America’s children are on the thresh-
old of a healthier future.

—
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WEYERHAEUSER OF ELKIN MARKS
ONE MILLION ACCIDENT-FREE
HOURS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, bad eco-
nomic news dominates the headlines
every day. But back in the Fifth Dis-
trict of North Carolina, there are still
success stories.

Last month, the Weyerhaeuser manu-
facturing facility in Elkin, North Caro-
lina, was recognized for more than 1
million work hours with no accidents
resulting in lost time. This is an im-
pressive feat resulting in Weyerhaeuser
executives giving the Elkin plant the
Senior Management Gold Award—an
honor bestowed only 20 times in the
company’s 108-year history.

I am pleased to recognize the hard-
working Elkin employees at
Weyerhaeuser for their impressive ac-
cident-free safety record. This accom-
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plishment is more than a milestone. It
is a reflection of a commitment to put-
ting employees and their safety first.

That’s why, in a time of constant bad
news, it’s my pleasure to highlight a
story of success. Congratulations to ev-
eryone at Weyerhaeuser of ElKkin,
North Carolina, and I hope to be back
here soon marking your celebration of
200 million accident-free hours.

——————

SCHIP IS MORE IMPORTANT NOW
THAN EVER

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, a program also known as SCHIP.

With both Ohio and our Nation’s un-
employment level above 7 percent—
with job losses expected to continue to
rise—it’s more important than ever
that American families have access to
affordable health care. Reauthorizing
SCHIP will serve as the first step to-
ward providing hardworking Americans
with the help they need to take care of
their families during these difficult
times.

Children in rural areas, like my dis-
trict, Ohio’s Sixth District, depends on
Medicaid or SCHIP for health insur-
ance. Reauthorizing this vital program
will ensure that more than 230,000 chil-
dren in my home State of Ohio can
continue to receive quality health care
coverage.

At a time when our Nation is facing
unprecedented job losses and increased
economic strain, it’s critical that Con-
gress work together to pass this legis-
lation.

————

EXPAND SCHIP SENSIBLY

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram is important to the people of
Montana. In fact, in November, we
voted to expand eligibility within our
State. SCHIP was created by a Repub-
lican Congress and a Democrat Presi-
dent in 1997. It was one of those rare
government programs that really
works like its supposed to, and I am
proud to support it.

Unfortunately, as is often the case,
when a Federal Government program
works, the temptation is to add to it
until pretty soon, the original pro-
gram, the one that worked so well, is
overwhelmed by well-intentioned
changes. Eventually the good parts of
the program are smothered.

So let’s expand SCHIP sensibly. Let’s
do it in a responsible way that does not
undermine an effective program. Let’s
keep the Children’s Health Insurance
Program about children.

H201

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM IS NEEDED

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak on behalf of the 14 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants who
otherwise would not have a voice.

Our country is in desperate need of
comprehensive immigration reform to
ensure the security of America and to
bring vulnerable families out of the
shadows. We all believe in strong en-
forcement of our borders and the rule
of the law, but we are a Nation rooted
in family, faith, in core values.

What should be done about the 12 to
14 million undocumented immigrants
in this country? Immigrants are part of
American fabric. In fact, the work
ethic of immigrants is what built this
Nation and still continues to do so.

Immigrant families are facing more
than just a failing economy; they live
in constant fear of being torn apart. We
must work together towards com-
prehensive immigration reform that
respects families and includes family
unification.

I urge my colleagues to help these
working families by passing com-
prehensive immigration reform. Let’s
make America great; let’s not divide it.

———

KEEP THE F-22 PRODUCTION LINE
OPEN

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, the future of the F-22 will be
decided in the coming weeks by the
Obama administration. Congress has
spoken. The National Defense Author-
ization Act of fiscal year 2009 passed by
Congress and signed by the President
contained the funds necessary to con-
tinue with F-22 production. However,
only a small portion of those funds
have been obligated, and thus far, a go/
no-go decision on the rest of the funds
must be made immediately or the pro-
duction line will begin shutting down.

For the sake of our Nation’s air supe-
riority, we must not let this happen.
The Air Force is still nearly 200 F-22s
short of its stated requirement, a fact
that we must not overlook as Russia
and China develop Raptor-like tech-
nology. Moreover, over 100,000 jobs in
our Nation are directly or indirectly
tied to this program.

For these reasons, nearly 100 of our
colleagues have joined Representatives
Kay Granger, Norman Dicks, David
Scott, and myself in a bipartisan letter
to President-elect Obama encouraging
continued F-22 production. I encourage
all Members to show their support for
the continued United States air domi-
nance and keeping the F-22 production
line open.
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REAL CHANGE FOR AMERICA

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, today it begins: the process of
turning the rhetoric of hope into the
reality of change. Today we will en-
franchise 4 million children with
health insurance, many of whose work-
ing-poor parents have had to watch
their children suffering in bed from an
accident or an illness not knowing how
serious it is or what to do, only know-
ing that they couldn’t afford to find
out.

Now, we have passed this legislation
before—twice—only to have it vetoed
by President Bush. Why? Because we
paid for it with a tobacco tax, which, in
itself over the years, will save the lives
of millions of people.

But this bill that we pass today will
be signed into legislation because
that’s exactly what President Barack
Obama meant when he promised real
change for all Americans.

——

CONGRATULATIONS GATOR
NATION

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, once
again I come to the House floor to
honor the accomplishment of the Uni-
versity of Florida Gators. On Thursday
night, the Gators won their second BCS
national football championship in the
past 3 years by beating a very good
Oklahoma team 24-14. Add to this the
back-to-back basketball championships
in 2006 and 2007, Gainesville is quickly
becoming known as the ‘““City of Cham-
pions.”

In their hard-fought victory, the
Gators’ defense was able to hold OKkla-
homa—the highest scoring team in
modern football history—to 14 points
and 363 total yards. On offense, Tim
Tebow showed why he is perhaps the
best quarterback in the history of col-
lege football by finishing with 231
yards passing and 109 yards rushing.
Tebow becomes just the fifth player
since 1950 to win two national titles
and the Heisman Trophy.

I congratulate Coach Urban Meyer
and all of the Gator football players for
their incredible accomplishments.

Go Gators.

———

TODAY IS A GOOD DAY FOR
AMERICAN FAMILIES

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker,
today is a good day for American fami-
lies. Today, we reauthorize the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
for nearly 7 million children currently
covered and to expand coverage to an
additional 4 million uninsured chil-
dren.
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My commitment to ensuring health
coverage for every child in our great
Nation is just as strong today as it was
in 1992 when I successfully worked for
the early creation of CHIP in Pennsyl-
vania. Yet today, 9 million children are
still uninsured—almost 140,000 children
in Pennsylvania alone—and the num-
ber grows daily.

As the economy continues to suffer
and unemployment grows, more and
more American families are losing
their insurance coverage. Parents with-
out coverage worry that their children
will get sick or need to visit the doc-
tor, and they simply do not have the
money to pay. So as we work to reverse
the economic downturn, we can and we
should ensure that our children’s
health will be protected now and into
the future.

Strengthening CHIP for 111 million
children is the right thing to do, and in
just 6 days, we will have a President
who—unlike our outgoing President—
will sign this bill and achieve this goal
for America’s children.

Change is here. It is a good day in
America.

————

SUPPORT AMERICA’S FUTURE BY
PASSING SCHIP LEGISLATION

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I, too,
rise in support of SCHIP legislation. At
a time when million of Americans are
losing their jobs and companies are
doing everything possible to cut costs,
more and more families face the hor-
rible prospect of going without health
insurance.

During these uncertain economic
times, this Congress should invest in
those most vulnerable and hardest hit.
For the past 11 years, the Children’s
Health Insurance Program has done ex-
actly that by reducing the number of
uninsured children by providing them
access to private health insurance.
Without this coverage, many of these
children would go without critical
health care attention that allows them
to live productive and prosperous lives.

Over the last 2 years, this Congress
has worked to expand the program by 4
million children. Twice we passed bi-
partisan legislation that was vetoed by
President Bush. But now we have an-
other opportunity to ensure those 11
million children. President-elect
Obama has promised to sign this legis-
lation.

Today, this Congress should once
again do what’s right and help support
America’s children and our future.

———

MONEY SPENT ON SCHIP IS
MONEY WELL SPENT

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, today the House will debate
and pass legislation to extend health
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care to 4 million more American chil-
dren.

In the richest country in the world, it
simply defies our national conscience
to allow any child to go to sleep in his
bed at night sick just because his par-
ents can’t afford to bring him to a doc-
tor. These kids don’t deserve this fate
and frankly, neither do their parents
because three-fourths of the uninsured
come from families with a full-time
worker who just happens to work for a
company that doesn’t or can’t provide
health care.

The Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act will give
States the confidence they need to im-
prove their health care systems and in-
crease outreach to ensure that all eligi-
ble kids have coverage.

This is money well spent. Insuring
kids is the right thing to do from both
a moral and financial standpoint. It is
time for the House to do what it’s done
twice before and pass legislation that
will get 4 million more kids the health
care they deserve.

———

SCHIP LEGISLATION IS VITAL
LEGISLATION

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker and
Members, it is a remarkable day today
because we will vote to insure 11 mil-
lion American children. But the real
question is, do we want to continue to
be a third world country because we
are the only industrialized Nation in
the world that does not provide health
care to its children.

Twice our outgoing President has ve-
toed similar bills. But what is the cost
of not providing medical coverage to
our children? What is the cost of rou-
tine medical conditions clogging our
emergency rooms? What is the cost of
healthy children sharing classrooms
and playgrounds with classmates af-
flicted with undiagnosed and untreated
contagious diseases?

Nearly three-quarters of the unin-
sured children qualify for Medicaid or
SCHIP but are not enrolled. And with
job losses, multiplying at a record
pace, these numbers will only increase.

I urge my colleagues to support this
measure because simply put, we cannot
afford not to.

———————

CONGRESS NEEDS TO EXPAND
HEALTH CARE COVERAGE TO
CHILDREN

(Mr. MCMAHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker and
my colleagues, as my eloquent col-
league from California just pointed
out, the United States is the only de-
veloped Nation in the world that does
not provide health care for all of our
children.

Today, millions of children from
modest-income families are not regu-
larly seeing a doctor because they are
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