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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday I had the privilege
of attending the opening of a new
branch of the Harvest Hope Food Bank
in Cayce, South Carolina, welcomed by
Mayor Elise Partin. This expansion of
Harvest Hope comes at a time when job
losses in our community have in-
creased the need for food banks, and
many individuals find it difficult to
travel to other locations.

Last year alone, Harvest Hope dis-
tributed 2.4 million pounds of food in
Lexington County, and they expect
that number to grow to well over 3 mil-
lion in the coming year. With growing
demand, I am grateful that Harvest
Hope has chosen to expand their oper-
ations.

I wish to commend Denise Holland,
Executive Director of Harvest Hope, for
her leadership. Additionally, Mitch
Watson, the incoming chairman of the
board, the volunteers and local church-
es, ministries, and nonprofit organiza-
tions that provide assistance to the
food banks deserve our utmost grati-
tude for their service to our commu-
nity.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

——————

RESTORING THE NATION’S
ECONOMIC SECURITY

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor that I stand on the floor of
this House to represent the people of
Nevada’s Third District. I am humbled
by the trust and faith they have placed
in me, and I pledge to live up to that
trust.

This is a critical time in our Nation’s
history. We face an economic crisis
that has shaken our very roots. In my
district, we have seen rampant fore-
closures, record unemployment, and
rising prices; but despite these chal-
lenges we remain optimistic. Next
week, the band from Green Valley High
School in my district will be in Wash-
ington marching in the parade to wel-
come our next President with hope and
dreams for a brighter future. It is for
them and all Americans that this
President and Congress must usher in a
new era.

Working together in the spirit of bi-
partisanship, we can bring change to
our community that restores our eco-
nomic security and once again fulfills
the potential that made our Nation
great.

——
FISCAL DISCIPLINE

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to give voice to the need to cut the size
and scope of government. While the
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rhetoric and calls for increased spend-
ing continue to escalate, let us also re-
member it is our duty and obligation
to do more with less.

Over the past 12 years, annual Fed-
eral spending has more than doubled,
exceeding $3.1 trillion. Since January
2007, our government has added an av-
erage of $2.8 billion per day to our na-
tional debt. If deficit spending were the
way to prosperity, our economy would
be booming.

We are more than $10 trillion in debt
and there is no end in sight. Let us re-
member it is not the government’s
money we talk about and spend, it is
the American people’s money. And we
cannot afford to continue to run this
government on a credit card. We’re
going to have to do more with less, and
that means finding ways to cut govern-
ment spending.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
Washington, DC, January 13, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit an enve-
lope received from the White House on Janu-
ary 12, 2009, at 5:50 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
transmits the Troubled Assets Relief Pro-
gram Section 115 Plan to Exercise Authority.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

REPORT DETAILING PLAN TO EX-
ERCISE AUTHORITY UNDER
EMERGENCY ECONOMIC STA-
BILIZATION ACT OF 2008—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 111-5)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Financial Services and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 115(a)(3) of
the Emergency Economic Stabilization
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-343) (the
“Act”), I hereby transmit a report de-
tailing the plan of the Secretary of the
Treasury to exercise the authority
under the Act.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 12, 2009.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
Washington, DC, January 12, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
January 9, 2009, at 5:15 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he transmits an agreement between the
United States and new NATO Parties on the
provision of atomic information.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

————

AGREEMENT ON PROVISION OF
ATOMIC INFORMATION—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 111-6)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, consistent with sections 123 and
144 b. of the Atomic Energy Act, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 21563 and 2164(b)),
the text of the Agreement between the
Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty
for Co-operation Regarding Atomic In-
formation, including a technical annex
and security annex (hereinafter collec-
tively referred to as the ATOMAL
Agreement), as a proposed agreement
for cooperation within the context of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) between the United States
of America and each of the following
seven new members of NATO: the Re-
public of Bulgaria, the Republic of Es-
tonia, the Republic of Latvia, the Re-
public of Lithuania, Romania, the Slo-
vak Republic, and the Republic of Slo-
venia, hereinafter the ‘“‘New Parties.” 1
am also pleased to transmit my ap-
proval, authorization, and determina-
tion concerning the ATOMAL Agree-
ment with respect to the New Parties,
together with a copy of the memo-
randum of the Secretary of Defense
with respect to the agreement. The
ATOMAL Agreement entered into force
on March 12, 1965, with respect to the
United States and the other NATO
members at that time. The Czech Re-
public, the Republic of Hungary, the
Republic of Poland, and Spain subse-
quently became parties to the
ATOMAL Agreement. The New Parties
have signed this agreement and have
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indicated their willingness to be bound
by it. The ATOMAL Agreement with
respect to the New Parties meets the
requirements of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954, as amended. While the
ATOMAL Agreement continues in force
with respect to the United States and
the other current parties to it, it will
not become effective as an agreement
for cooperation authorizing the ex-
change of atomic information with re-
spect to the New Parties until comple-
tion of procedures prescribed by sec-
tions 123 and 144 b. of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended.

For more than 40 years, the ATOMAL
Agreement has served as the frame-
work within which NATO and the other
NATO members that have become par-
ties to this agreement have received
the information that is necessary to an
understanding and knowledge of and
participation in the political and stra-
tegic consensus upon which the collec-
tive military capacity of the Alliance
depends. This agreement permits only
the transfer of atomic information, not
weapons, nuclear material, or equip-
ment. Participation in the ATOMAL
Agreement will give Bulgaria, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia,
and Slovenia the same standing within
the Alliance with regard to nuclear
matters as that of the other current
parties to the ATOMAL Agreement.
This is important for the cohesiveness
of the Alliance and will enhance its ef-
fectiveness.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the Department of
Defense and other interested agencies
in reviewing the ATOMAL Agreement
and have determined that its perform-
ance, including the proposed coopera-
tion and the proposed communication
of Restricted Data thereunder, with re-
spect to the New Parties will promote,
and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and
security. Accordingly, I have approved
the ATOMAL Agreement with respect
to the New Parties and authorized the
Department of Defense to cooperate
with the New Parties in the context of
NATO upon satisfaction of the require-
ments of section 123 of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended.

The 60-day continuous session period
provided for in section 123 begins upon
receipt of this submission.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 9, 2009.

———
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL MEN-
TORING MONTH 2009

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 41) supporting the
goals and ideals of National Mentoring
Month 2009.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 41

Whereas mentoring is a longstanding con-
cept in which a dependable, caring adult pro-
vides guidance, support, and encouragement
to facilitate a young person’s social, emo-
tional, and cognitive development;

Whereas research on mentoring shows that
formal, high quality mentoring focused on
developing the competence and character of
the mentee, promotes positive outcomes
such as improved academic achievement,
self-esteem, social skills, and career develop-
ment;

Whereas research on mentoring also indi-
cates strong evidence of the success in reduc-
ing substance use and abuse, academic fail-
ure, and delinquency;

Whereas mentoring, in addition to pre-
paring young people for school, work, and
life, is also extremely rewarding for those
serving as mentors;

Whereas more than 4,200 mentoring pro-
grams in communities of all sizes across the
United States focus on building strong, effec-
tive relationships between mentors and
mentees;

Whereas 3,000,000 young Americans are cur-
rently in solid mentoring relationships due
to the remarkable vigor, creativity, and re-
sourcefulness of the thousands of mentoring
programs in communities throughout the
Nation;

Whereas in spite of the progress made to
increase mentoring, our Nation has a serious
“mentoring gap’’ with nearly 15,000,000
young people currently in need of mentors;

Whereas public-private mentoring partner-
ships bring State and local leaders together
to support mentoring programs by pre-
venting duplication of efforts, offering train-
ing in industry best practices, and helping
them make the most of limited resources to
benefit the Nation’s youth;

Whereas the designation of January 2009 as
National Mentoring Month will help call at-
tention to the critical role mentors play in
helping young people realize their potential;

Whereas the month-long celebration of
mentoring will encourage more individuals
and organizations, including schools, busi-
nesses, nonprofit organizations, faith insti-
tutions, and foundations, to become engaged
in mentoring across our Nation;

Whereas National Mentoring Month will,
most significantly, build awareness of men-
toring and encourage more people to become
mentors and help close the Nation’s men-
toring gap; and

Whereas the President issued a proclama-
tion declaring January 2009 to be National
Mentoring Month and calling on the people
of the United States to recognize the impor-
tance of mentoring: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Mentoring Month;

(2) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of millions of caring adults and stu-
dents who are already volunteering as men-
tors and encourages more individuals to vol-
unteer as mentors; and
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(3) encourages the people of our Nation to
promote the awareness of, and to volunteer
involvement with, youth mentoring.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 41 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 41, which recog-
nizes January as National Mentoring
Month.

Today, we acknowledge and thank
the millions of caring adults and stu-
dents who are volunteering as mentors.
I commend their generous efforts. Na-
tional Mentoring Month also serves as
a great opportunity to recruit addi-
tional mentor volunteers.

I would also like to recognize the tre-
mendous leadership of the resolution’s
author, Congresswoman SUSAN DAVIS
from California, on the issue of men-
toring. She is a true champion and ad-
vocate for mentoring on the Education
and Labor Committee. She reminds us
that everyone can benefit from a men-
toring relationship: young, old, stu-
dents, teachers, and, yes, even Mem-
bers of Congress and other public serv-
ants. Mentors can help us realize our
full potential.

Mentors directly improve the lives of
those who need a little extra guidance.
Research consistently proves that men-
tors bolster academic achievement,
self-esteem, social skills, and career
development. In addition to these posi-
tive outcomes, mentoring reduces de-
linquency, substance abuse, and aca-
demic failure. Mentoring transcends
the lives of our children. The impor-
tance of mentoring teaches young peo-
ple that a better life is attainable
through education.

Today, there are about 4,200 men-
toring programs in communities all
across this country. Some of these pro-
grams run out of national boys and
girls clubs, YMCAs, Big Brother and
Big Sister organizations, and hundreds
of other nonprofit organizations. In my
own congressional district, the VAMOS
program and our local boys and girls
clubs are exemplary programs which
have provided thousands of youths
with mentors. I am proud to celebrate
their work during National Mentoring
Month.

The mentoring programs throughout
this Nation make a great difference in
improving the lives of our youth.
Through their efforts, 3 million young
people report having quality mentor
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