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border. It’s interesting that, in the last 
Presidential campaign, neither can-
didate, in all of that talk, ever said 
anything about the border—our border, 
the second front. 

It is time to reinforce the border 
with the National Guard, the military. 
If the Mexican Government is going to 
have the courage to have the military 
on the border to keep the drug cartels 
from crossing into our country, we 
ought to have the courage to have the 
border secured with our military to 
protect us and to squeeze those drug 
cartels dry. Send the military down 
there, and teach the drug cartels they 
will not have it their way, Mr. Speak-
er. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE BIRTHRIGHT OF AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Congress-
man POE raises some very good points. 
One of the major reasons we should be 
renegotiating NAFTA is to deal with 
many of the consequences of that trade 
agreement which was sold as a nirvana 
for the continent, and there are so 
many consequences that are harmful to 
people in this country and to the other 
two trading partners. So I was very in-
terested in his remarks. 

I came down to the floor tonight to 
talk about liberty. When our Republic 
was founded, Patrick Henry coura-
geously implored, ‘‘Give me liberty or 
give me death.’’ He put his priority on 
sacrifice for liberty as the fundamental 
building block of our Republic, a moral 
calling of the highest order. 

Similarly, as immigrants from far off 
lands flock to America’s shores, they 
still journey through New York Harbor 
and read the timeless words at the base 
of the Statue of Liberty, penned by 
poet Emma Lazarus, that recall our 
primary founding moral value: ‘‘Give 
me your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free.’’ 

Freedom is not only what this Nation 
offers to all who come here legally, but 
it is the cornerstone upon which our 
founders built this Nation. America 
today is navigating a slippery slope 
that is a departure from our birthright, 
our Nation’s very reason for being. 
When freedom becomes subjugated to 
financial dependence on undemocratic 
regimes or marketplace conveniences, 
surely we risk losing our way. Those 
around the world can become disillu-
sioned with our Nation’s very reason 
for being. 

Thomas Jefferson stated, ‘‘Can lib-
erties of a nation be sure, when we re-

move their only firm basis, a convic-
tion in the minds of the people, that 
these liberties are a gift from God?’’ He 
clearly means we should not take the 
abundance of our Nation in whatever 
form and squander it or take it for 
granted. 

I become concerned myself when pe-
cuniary interests trump human rights. 
With China’s now becoming the chief 
holder of U.S. Treasury debt, one must 
ask, ‘‘What comes first, liberty or 
bondage?’’ 

Whether it is human freedom in 
China or repressive theocracies across 
the Middle East or dictatorships in Af-
rica, Asia or Latin America, at what 
point does our growing financial de-
pendence sully America’s birthright, 
which is liberty first, last and always? 

I stand here, amazed, that yet again 
the wise Thomas Jefferson issued, for 
posterity, a warning as follows: ‘‘If the 
American people ever allow private 
banks to control the issue of currency 
first by inflation, then by deflation, 
the banks and corporations that will 
grow up around them will deprive the 
people of all property until their chil-
dren wake up homeless on the con-
tinent their fathers conquered.’’ Imag-
ine how many years ago he said that. 

My friends, my dear colleagues and 
my fellow citizens, we must take a 
strong and devout look at where we are 
and how we got here. Our financial de-
pendence on foreign regimes has com-
promised our very birthright. It was 
with sadness that I watched our able 
Secretary of State dance on eggshells 
on her recent trip to Beijing. It is Lady 
Liberty that must inspire us to recap-
ture our freedom for our own posterity. 

Surely, Thomas Jefferson would like 
that. 

f 

SUE AND CHUCK COBB 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize the life and the 
work of Ambassadors Sue and Chuck 
Cobb for what they have achieved in 
the life that they have made together. 
The Cobbs have set a new standard for 
the great American family as leaders 
in business, as public servants and as 
loving parents. 

Ambassador Chuck Cobb is an alum-
nus of Stanford Business School. The 
greatest prize that he took from Stan-
ford was not the MBA that he earned 
there; it was Sue, his wonderful and fu-
ture wife. Ambassador Chuck Cobb’s 
professional life is as successful as it 
has been diversified. As a businessman, 
he has served on the borders of nine 
publicly traded companies as well as 
numerous private ones. More than 30 
master plan communities and even en-
tire towns have been developed under 
Chuck’s leadership. As a public serv-
ant, he rose through the ranks of the 
Department of Commerce where he 
served as Undersecretary and then as 

assistant Secretary for President Ron-
ald Reagan. He saw the fruition of his 
labor with his appointment to the posi-
tion of Ambassador to Iceland for 
President George H.W. Bush. The peo-
ple of Iceland graciously rewarded his 
work as an ambassador with their 
highest honor, the Falcon Grand Cross 
Star. 

Ambassador Sue Cobb’s journey from 
Stanford to the position of ambassador 
was no less exciting. While leading sev-
eral nonprofits and law firms, she at-
tempted to be the first woman from the 
United States to climb Mt. Everest, 
and later wrote the book ‘‘The Edge of 
Everest: A Woman Challenges the 
Mountain.’’ Following her service as 
chairman of the Federal Reserve of 
Miami, Sue Cobb was appointed as U.S. 
Ambassador to Jamaica where she 
served to improve health care, law en-
forcement and environmental manage-
ment practices. Sue’s work as ambas-
sador was so acknowledged as excellent 
that our Nation’s finest diplomats are 
honored with the Sue M. Cobb Exem-
plary Diplomatic Service Award. Dur-
ing her tenure in Jamaica, Ambassador 
Sue Cobb coordinated the relief efforts 
to help Jamaica’s people after it was 
ravaged by Hurricane Ivan. 

Ambassador Chuck was the cochair-
man of the committee that secured $9 
billion in Federal funds to rebuild my 
community, South Florida, after Hur-
ricane Andrew. 

In addition to their exemplary work 
in both government and private enter-
prise, Chuck and Sue have made a 
home together and have filled it with 
love for more than five decades. Mr. 
Speaker, on February 28, they will cel-
ebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. 
They have raised two sons, who are dis-
tinguished and remarkable people. 
Christian is an architect with an MBA 
from Harvard, and Tobin is an invest-
ment banker who earned his MBA from 
NYU. They have blessed the Cobb fam-
ily with seven beautiful grandchildren. 

It is obvious that there is much that 
we can learn from the lives of the Am-
bassadors Cobb, but if we could glean a 
single lesson from the half century 
that they have spent together, Mr. 
Speaker, it would be how unbelievably 
far a man and a woman can go when 
the faith they have in each other is as 
unwavering as it is so clearly shown in 
Ambassadors Sue and Chuck Cobb. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 02:48 Feb 24, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K23FE7.058 H23FEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1640 February 23, 2009 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

as all of us know, February is African 
American History Month, and I rise to 
pay tribute to some of the outstanding 
individuals in the community that I 
live and represent for the tremendous 
services that they have provided. 

b 1945 

I take a great deal of pride in the fact 
that I represent what I like to call 11 of 
the most activated communities in 
America. As a matter of fact, I have 35 
advisory groups who advise me on ev-
erything that there is pretty much to 
be advised on. 

But two of the chairs I’d like to point 
out are the education chair, Dr. 
Lurrerta Hurt, who developed an exten-
sive community education program 
and approach; and, of course, she put 
on a great black history program at 
the Greater Gallery Baptist Church 2 
weeks ago. I also would like to ac-
knowledge the tremendous work of Ms. 
Anetta Wilson, who chaired our Child 
Welfare Advisory Group. And she and 
her organization just opened last week 
an intergenerational living facility 
that will house 54 families of grand-
parents, grandchildren, young children, 
older adult, where grandparents and 
grandchildren can live in the same en-
vironment and interact with each 
other. 

I also want to commend Reverend 
Walter Bauldrich, and the Coppin 
A.M.E. Church because on the other 
side of my district in what we call the 
south side—I mean, we divide Chicago 
up into sides and areas. Anetta Wilson 
opened hers on the west side. But the 
other part of my district, which hap-
pens to be one of the most diverse in 
America, is on the south side. And 
Coppin A.M.E. Church opened a 74-unit 
development for the same purpose, in-
tergenerational living. 

So when I talk about the high level 
of activism, and especially in the last 
few weeks around just the whole ques-
tion of the celebration of African 
American history, I was fortunate to 
spend part of yesterday at the Ascen-
sion Catholic Church in Oak Park, Illi-
nois, for their African American his-
tory celebration; at the Herman Ave-
nue Baptist Church in downtown Chi-
cago yesterday afternoon for their Af-
rican American history; then, of 
course, yesterday the Village of Bell-
wood had their large celebration that 
they do every year. 

Much of the focus of some of these 
celebrations has been taking a look at 
the Reconstruction Period in history, 
which is a period that many people, 
quite frankly, don’t know much about. 
For example, there are African Ameri-
cans who don’t know that there were 22 
Members of Congress during the Recon-
struction Period who were African 
American—that is before 1900. During 
the 1870s, 1880s, and 1890s, there were 20 
Members of the House. There were two 
Members of the Senate. 

And of course, there was another 
Member from Louisiana who was elect-

ed to both the House and the Senate, 
P.B.S. Pinchback, but was never seat-
ed. As a matter of fact, Governor 
Pinchback was actually the Governor 
of Louisiana during this period. He 
didn’t serve that long, but neverthe-
less, he was the governor. 

So history becomes the melding to-
gether of many thoughts, ideas, actions 
not of one group of people but of all of 
the groupings of people who have come 
to this Nation seeking a better life, 
seeking something that they did not 
have. And the fact that America has 
become the most diverse country is a 
tribute to all of us. 

So as we celebrate African American 
history, we celebrate the history of 
America. 

I thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
f 

MOVING FROM ENERGY INSECU-
RITY TO ENERGY SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. ING-
LIS) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. INGLIS. Mr. Speaker, just before 
the President’s Day recess, I stood on 
this floor and talked about the na-
tional security risk we’re running with 
our energy insecurity. Tonight, I’d like 
to talk about the economic oppor-
tunity that’s present in moving from 
energy insecurity to energy security. 

You know, I’m on the Science Com-
mittee, and in the Science Committee, 
we get to see a lot of new technology. 
The question of the hour really is how 
to get that technology to the market, 
how to do for energy what Microsoft 
and Apple did for the PC and the Inter-
net; how do we get from here, from 
ideas, to jobs. 

Well, I happen to think that this is a 
place where folks on my side of the 
aisle, Republicans, can be particularly 
helpful because what we realize is some 
market distortions, and the impact of 
those market distortions, on bringing 
products to market. 

So the market distortion I’m particu-
larly interested in talking about to-
night comes from the fact that certain 
negative costs associated with the in-
cumbent technologies, especially pe-
troleum, aren’t attached to that prod-
uct. As a result, we drive around in our 
cars unaware of the extra costs that 
are really associated, properly associ-
ated with a gallon of gas. 

So, for example, it’s a huge national 
security risk associated with buying 
gasoline. Gasoline right now in my dis-
trict is costing about $1.70 a gallon. 
But that doesn’t factor in the cost of 
operations in places like Iraq. It 
doesn’t factor in the risk of future op-
erations in the Middle East. And, of 
course, it also doesn’t factor in the en-
vironmental consequences of that $1.70 
worth of gasoline. 

So what would happen if you had 
what economists call internalize the 
externals. What if you attached to the 
price of that gallon of gasoline those 
externalities, those costs that are cur-

rently unrecognized? Well, that’s really 
the key to moving technology from the 
lab into the showroom. Because right 
now, it’s there in the lab; we know a 
lot of things will work. 

But it doesn’t really compete with 
the incumbent technology because the 
incumbent technology—gasoline in this 
case, talking about transportation 
fuels—it gets a big freebie or two. It 
gets us subsidizing their business in 
the form of national security expendi-
tures, and it gets us winking and dis-
regarding the environmental con-
sequences associated with that gallon 
of gasoline. 

If those externalities were internal-
ized to that price of gasoline, of course 
the price of gas would rise; but the 
other technologies that are out there 
that are ready to take out that incum-
bent technology and reduce our na-
tional security risk and to create these 
new jobs would become viable. 

And, of course, in this economic 
downturn, we’re looking for all of the 
ideas we can find about how to re-em-
ploy Americans, how to get our econ-
omy going. And what I’m hoping, Mr. 
Speaker, is that we see a tremendous 
opportunity in energy. 

Our insecurity in energy can become 
energy security when we internalize 
the externals associated with the in-
cumbent technologies and make it so 
the market doesn’t have this distortion 
any longer. This is a strength that I 
think that people who understand mar-
kets can deliver to this process. I hope 
the Obama administration is going to 
listen to those ideas because together, 
we can solve this problem and we can 
reach an American solution. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

THE FALLEN HERO 
COMMEMORATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, throughout 
the history of our Nation, members of 
the United States Armed Forces have 
given their lives to secure and protect 
the freedoms America enjoys today. 
Today U.S. servicemembers are serving 
our Nation in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
many other parts of the world. Without 
a loved one serving in our military, it 
is all too possible for Americans to 
overlook the sacrifices that have been 
made and continue to be made by the 
men and women of the armed services. 

It is for this reason that I have intro-
duced H.R. 269, the Fallen Hero Com-
memoration Act. This legislation 
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