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National Park System has many 
strong supporters in Congress, includ-
ing me, but I do not think we help the 
Park Service by enacting unexamined 
provisions of law buried in a technical 
corrections bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I 
again urge Members to support this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3804, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1330 

PETERSBURG NATIONAL BATTLE-
FIELD BOUNDARY MODIFICATION 
ACT 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3388) to modify the boundary of 
Petersburg National Battlefield in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3388 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Petersburg Na-
tional Battlefield Boundary Modification Act’’. 
SEC. 2. BOUNDARY MODIFICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The boundary of Petersburg 
National Battlefield is modified to include the 
properties as generally depicted on the map ti-
tled ‘‘Petersburg National Battlefield Boundary 
Expansion’’, numbered 325/80,080, and dated 
June 2007. The map shall be on file and avail-
able for inspection in the appropriate offices of 
the National Park Service. 

(b) ACQUISITION OF PROPERTIES.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior (referred to in this Act as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized to acquire the 
lands or interests in land, described in sub-
section (a), from willing sellers only by dona-
tion, purchase with donated or appropriated 
funds, exchange, or transfer. 

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister any land or interests in land acquired 
under this section as part of the Petersburg Na-
tional Battlefield in accordance with applicable 
laws and regulations. 
SEC. 3. ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION TRANS-

FER. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the Sec-

retary of the Army are authorized to transfer 
administrative jurisdiction for approximately 
1.171 acres of land under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of the Interior within the boundary 
of the Petersburg National Battlefield, for ap-
proximately 1.170 acres of land under the juris-
diction of the Department of the Army within 
the boundary of the Fort Lee Military Reserva-
tion adjacent to the boundary of the Petersburg 
National Battlefield. 

(b) MAP.—The land to be exchanged is de-
picted on the map titled ‘‘Petersburg National 

Battlefield Proposed Transfer of Administrative 
Jurisdiction’’, numbered 325/80,081, and dated 
October 2009. The map shall be available for 
public inspection in the appropriate offices of 
the National Park Service. 

(c) CONDITIONS OF TRANSFER.—The transfer of 
administrative jurisdiction authorized in sub-
section (a) shall be subject to the following con-
ditions: 

(1) NO REIMBURSEMENT OR CONSIDERATION.— 
The transfer shall occur without reimbursement 
or consideration. 

(2) DEADLINE.—The Secretary and the Sec-
retary of the Army shall complete the transfers 
authorized by this section not later than 120 
days after the funds are made available for that 
purpose. 

(3) MANAGEMENT.—The land conveyed to the 
Secretary under subsection (a) shall be included 
within the boundary of the Petersburg National 
Battlefield and shall be administered as part of 
the park in accordance with applicable laws 
and regulations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
BROWN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 

3388 is sponsored by our colleague, Rep-
resentative FORBES of Virginia. The 9- 
month campaign by the Union Army to 
capture the town of Petersburg, Vir-
ginia, was the longest of the Civil War. 
Today, only a fraction of the sites asso-
ciated with the siege are protected 
within Petersburg National Battlefield. 
The Civil War Preservation Trust has 
consistently listed this area among the 
Nation’s most endangered Civil War 
battlefields. Mr. Speaker, this legisla-
tion authorizes the expansion of the 
park to preserve approximately 7,000 
acres that retain their historic signifi-
cance. It was the subject of an exten-
sive public planning process and has 
strong support within the local com-
munity. 

I commend Mr. FORBES for spon-
soring this legislation to improve the 
preservation of such an important his-
toric resource, and I ask my colleagues 
to support passage of this measure. 

DECEMBER 3, 2009. 
Hon. NICK J. RAHALL II, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 

Longworth House Office Building Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On November 18, 2009, 
the Committee on Natural Resources ordered 
H.R. 3388, the Petersburg National Battle-
field Boundary Modification Act, to be re-
ported. As you know, this measure contains 
certain provisions that are within the juris-
diction of the Committee on Armed Services. 

Our Committee recognizes the importance 
of H.R. 3388 and the need for the legislation 
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we 
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over this 

legislation, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices will waive further consideration of H.R. 
3388. I do so with the understanding that by 
waiving further consideration of the bill, the 
Committee does not waive any future juris-
dictional claims over similar measures. In 
the event of a conference with the Senate on 
H.R. 3388, the Committee on Armed Services 
reserves the right to seek the appointment of 
conferees. 

I would appreciate the inclusion of this let-
ter and a copy of your response in your Com-
mittee’s report on H.R. 3388 and the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
measure on the House floor. 

Very truly yours, 
IKE SKELTON, 

Chairman, 
House Committee on Armed Services. 

DECEMBER 3, 2009. 
Hon. IKE SKELTON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn H.O.B., Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 

willingness to expedite floor consideration of 
H.R. 3388, the Petersburg National Battle-
field Boundary Modification Act, which con-
tains provisions that fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on Armed Services. 

I appreciate your willingness to waive 
rights to further consideration of H.R. 3388, 
even though your Committee has received an 
additional referral. Of course, this waiver 
does not prejudice any further jurisdictional 
claims by your Committee over this legisla-
tion or similar language. Furthermore, I 
agree to support your request for appoint-
ment of conferees from the Committee on 
Armed Services if a conference is held on 
this matter. 

This exchange of letters will be inserted in 
the Congressional Record as part of the con-
sideration of the bill on the House floor. 
Thank you for the cooperative spirit in 
which you have worked regarding this mat-
ter and others between our respective com-
mittees. 

With warm regards, I am 
Sincerely, 

NICK J. RAHALL II, 
Chairman, 

Committee on Natural Resources. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

H.R. 3388 expands the boundary of the 
Petersburg National Battlefield in Vir-
ginia and authorizes the exchange of 
approximately equal 1-acre parcels be-
tween the Secretary of the Interior and 
the Army. The boundary expansion 
adds an additional 7,000 acres that have 
been identified as core battlefield areas 
during the Union Army’s long siege of 
Petersburg during the Civil War. 

I want to compliment the sponsor of 
this bill, Congressman FORBES, for in-
cluding ‘‘willing seller’’ language in 
the bill. Private land will fall within 
the expanded boundary of the park, and 
those property rights need to be pro-
tected. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support H.R. 3388, the Petersburg National 
Battlefield Boundary Modification Act. This leg-
islation would provide for the expansion of Pe-
tersburg National Battlefield in Petersburg, Vir-
ginia, which will serve to increase heritage 
tourism in the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
enable Americans to learn more about the 
final years of the Civil War. 

Nearly one quarter of the entire Civil War 
was fought in and around Petersburg, Virginia. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 03:04 Dec 08, 2009 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K07DE7.035 H07DEPT1dc
ol

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

2B
S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H13541 December 7, 2009 
Only 25 miles south of Richmond, the city of 
Petersburg served as an important supply 
center to the Confederate capital. With its five 
railroad lines and key roads, Petersburg was 
recognized as a lynchpin of all Confederate ef-
forts by both General Ulysses S. Grant and 
General Robert E. Lee, which is why on June 
1864 General Grant moved to surround and 
isolate the City. Remarkably, for 9 1/2 months, 
General Lee held off the Northern troops, in 
what became one of the longest sieges in the 
history of American warfare. Eventually, both 
armies were forced to abandon Petersburg, 
leaving behind 70,000 casualties as they 
began their trek toward Appomattox Court-
house, where General Lee would ultimately 
surrender. 

The historic sites at Petersburg National 
Battlefield tell this incredible story, and serve 
as an important reminder of an extraordinary 
chapter in American history. The numerous 
battlefields, monuments, and museums allow 
not only Virginians, but all Americans, to ap-
preciate those who came before us during one 
of the most trying conflicts in the history of our 
great Nation. 

The bill before us today, H.R. 3388, ex-
pands the area of the Petersburg National 
Battlefield in Virginia by over 7,000 acres. The 
bill allows the National Park Service to acquire 
the land by purchase, easement, exchange, 
and donation from private and nonprofit land-
owners. This bill would also allow for the ad-
ministrative jurisdiction transfer of approxi-
mately 1.17 acres of land between the Fort 
Lee Military Reservation, through the Depart-
ment of the Army, and the National Park Serv-
ice, through the Department of the Interior. 
H.R. 3388 is supported by all parties involved, 
including each surrounding locality. 

The Petersburg National Battlefield is an in-
tegral part of the local community, an impor-
tant tourist destination for the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, and a touchstone of America’s 
past. I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
3388 to ensure that this important historic site 
is enhanced for generations of Americans to 
come. 

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I 
again urge Members to support the bill, 
and I want to thank my colleague from 
South Carolina for managing the bills 
on the floor today. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3388, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, December 7, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 

permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 7, 2009, at 9:31 a.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 370. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 

Clerk of the House. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEAL of Georgia addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

A DEFINABLE VICTORY IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
appreciate being recognized and the 
privilege to address you here on the 
floor of the House of Representatives. 
And I’ve just returned within the last 
few hours from Afghanistan, arriving 
here this morning sometime around, 
oh, 7 or so after a long and very busy 
weekend in places in Afghanistan that 
we know as Kabul and Kandahar, 
Bagram, and also, a forward operating 
base called Spin Boldak. 

And it’s been my opinion for a long 
time, and having made at least nine 
different visits over to theaters that we 
do call theaters of war, that would in-
clude six to Iraq and three trips to Af-
ghanistan, there are some other trips 
along there that I haven’t chronicled, 
Madam Speaker, but I’ve found that 
sitting in classified briefings here in 
the United States Congress, here in the 
Capitol Building or over in the secure 
building in Rayburn, or going out to 
briefings at the White House and lis-
tening to our top military officers, our 
top civilian officers, including the 
State Department officers, give us 
their briefing on what’s taking place in 
a region like that is not a fair sub-
stitute for actually going into the the-
ater and receiving the briefings there 
from the people that are hands-on, on 
the ground, in the field. 

And having an opportunity to sit 
down and eye-to-eye discuss these situ-
ations, generally with people from our 
home State, where we always have 
something in common and where we 
can get down to the frank matters of 
fact without hesitation because we 
more naturally trust each other, and 
we also know somebody that knows 
somebody, and whether we actually 
know the troops or not, we know the 
family members that are related to 
their family members, at a minimum. 
And so we build that level of trust and 
rapport. 
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