
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H13011 November 17, 2009 
our economy back from the brink, but 
there is still much more work to do on 
the path to recovery, including enact-
ing comprehensive reform on how Wall 
Street works, to protect Main Street 
and American families. 

As we move forward, we must hold 
Wall Street accountable by making 
commonsense reforms to our financial 
regulatory system that will help pre-
vent such a crisis from ever happening 
again. As we rebuild our economy, we 
must assure Wall Street can’t take 
risks that jeopardize the whole econ-
omy: businesses, large and small, and 
family budgets, savings and retire-
ments. 

Financial regulatory reform will put 
procedures in place to make sure tax-
payers will never again have to bail out 
too-big-to-fail institutions who take on 
irresponsible risk. It also restores ac-
countability and transparency so that 
the problems are recognized and fixed 
before they threaten the entire econ-
omy as well as outlaw many of the 
egregious practices that led to the 
worst financial crisis in decades. 

f 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL RAYMOND 
ERIC JONES, A MEMBER OF THE 
GREATEST GENERATION 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Ray-
mond Eric Jones got married at the 
tender age of 19 to Lucille, and then he 
was off to serve his country 2 years 
later in the great World War II. Ray-
mond flew B–17s over Germany, includ-
ing bombing Normandy to prepare for 
the D-day invasion. In 1944, before his 
25th mission, he was informed that 
upon completion of that mission, he 
would be taken back home to America 
as a hero and do public relations for 
the Air Force. 

But that was not meant to be. His B– 
17 on that 25th mission was shot up and 
quickly crashed in a German field. 
Four members died on impact. Even 
though he was wounded, Lieutenant 
Colonel Jones pulled the remaining two 
from the wreckage, and he would re-
main in a German prisoner of war camp 
for the next 11 months. Fifty-eight 
years later, Lieutenant Colonel Jones 
received the distinguished Flying Cross 
for saving his two crew members. He 
has also received the Purple Heart, the 
Air Medal with six oak leaf clusters, 
the POW medal and the Presidential 
Unit Citation. 

Monday, in the presence of his fam-
ily, Taps will be played at Arlington 
National Cemetery, where Lieutenant 
Colonel Raymond Jones will be buried 
with full military honors, another 
member of the Greatest Generation 
who made America proud. Amazing 
breed—a rare breed, these World War II 
veterans. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

HEALTH CARE FOR CHILDREN 
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, Members, recently this House 
passed by 220–215 the historic health 
care reform bill, H.R. 3962, the Afford-
able Health Care for America Act. This 
legislation will have profound impact 
on the uninsured children in our coun-
try. In 2008, an estimated 64.1 percent 
of all children in the Nation had pri-
vate coverage, 28.3 percent had public 
coverage, and 9.9 percent were unin-
sured. 

But in Texas, we have 1.5 million 
children uninsured, giving us the dis-
tinction of having the highest number 
of uninsured children in the country. 
This is largely due to the State’s re-
fusal to fund State matching funds for 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, or CHIP. In 2008, 26.8 percent of 
the children in our district were unin-
sured, the third highest for uninsured 
children in the Nation. 

H.R. 3962 provides sliding scale sub-
sidies to families with incomes of up to 
400 percent of the poverty line, which 
would not be dependent upon State 
budget decisions, as in the case of 
SCHIP. Funding for the affordability 
credits would not be capped and would 
rise automatically when needed. 

We have an obligation to provide 
health benefits to our children and 
H.R. 3962 will ensure that all plans pro-
vide an essential benefits package that 
includes comprehensive benefits such 
as vision, hearing and dental care for 
children as well as well-baby and well- 
child care. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 
(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REHBERG. When Congress 
passed the trillion-dollar so-called 
stimulus, the national unemployment 
rate was 7.6 percent. Some politicians 
warned that without the stimulus, un-
employment could pass 8 percent. This 
month, unemployment blew past 10 
percent; and like you, I am wondering 
where the jobs are. 

In the infinite wisdom of the govern-
ment, $18 million was spent on a Web 
site to track jobs. The just-released job 
figures for Montana are listed by con-
gressional district. Montana, of course, 
has only one district. Yet the Federal 
Government spent $372,000 to create 
one single job in Montana’s non-
existent 8th Congressional District. 
Our imaginary 16th Congressional Dis-
trict did better, with 32.5 jobs. Only a 
bureaucrat would count half a job in a 
district that does not exist. The gov-
ernment spent $1 trillion to save and 
create jobs, and the opposite has hap-
pened. Millions more Americans have 
lost their jobs, and now they want to 
fix health care like they’ve fixed the 
economy. 

CLEAN ENERGY JOBS FOR 
NEVADA 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, for far too 
long Nevada’s economy has primarily 
been dependent on gaming and mining 
for job creation. Now it’s time to diver-
sify and take action to create clean en-
ergy jobs in Nevada, the sunniest State 
in the country with abundant geo-
thermal and wind resources. We need 
jobs in southern Nevada, and the key is 
to focus on innovative new clean en-
ergy technologies. 

Just yesterday, a major solar devel-
oper in Nevada, Solar Millennium, an-
nounced that it plans to dry-cool its 
plant in the Amargosa Valley. That 
means it will use 90 percent less water 
than originally anticipated. This is 
very exciting. I have offered a number 
of amendments on the floor to improve 
the water efficiency of solar tech-
nology, which is important because 
many of the sunniest States are also 
some of the driest. This smart, innova-
tive decision to use less water for this 
major solar project will speed the ap-
proval process, help stimulate the local 
economy, and create needed jobs in 
southern Nevada. 

f 

TERRORIST DETAINEES IN 
GUANTANAMO BAY 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my outrage at President 
Obama’s decision to bring terrorists 
being held at Gitmo to American soil 
for prosecution in our criminal justice 
system. This dangerous decision will 
grant these detainees, including the ad-
mitted mastermind behind 9/11, con-
stitutional rights to which they most 
certainly are not entitled. 

Prosecuting these detainees in our 
criminal courts also will raise the risk 
that they could be released on tech-
nicalities and will force our soldiers to 
worry about such things as reading 
captured combatants their so-called 
rights and preserving the chain of evi-
dence. 

Mr. Speaker, President Obama’s deci-
sion is a gamble that we simply do not 
need to take. These detainees are 
enemy fighters who should be tried in 
the military justice system, not in 
American courts. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM’S IMPACT 
ON AMERICA’S SENIORS 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, we have 
heard how reforming our health care 
system will benefit both those with and 
without coverage. But what does re-
form mean for millions of our seniors? 
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It will mean a stronger and more im-
proved Medicare program. More serv-
ices will be covered under the program, 
including free preventive services. The 
safety and quality of care will also be 
improved through payment and deliv-
ery system reforms to encourage better 
care. 

In addition, reform will bring tighter 
oversight by creating new tools to 
fight waste, fraud and abuse within 
Medicare, as well as save costs by 
eliminating gross overpayments. Medi-
care itself will be protected by extend-
ing the solvency of the Medicare trust 
fund by 5 years. 

Most importantly, our bill will mean 
lower drug costs for seniors by allow-
ing the government to negotiate drug 
prices on behalf of Medicare bene-
ficiaries and by closing the doughnut 
hole that thousands of seniors just in 
my district alone hit each year. 

Mr. Speaker, security and stability is 
what reform means for seniors and why 
most recently 63 percent of AARP 
members support the House version of 
health care reform. 

f 

HEALTH CARE BILL WILL 
NEGATIVELY AFFECT SENIORS 

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, a new 
report says the health care bill that 
just passed the House will sharply re-
duce benefits to seniors. This report 
was done by President Obama’s own ad-
ministration. The Washington Post 
says it all. You can see it right here: 
‘‘This bill would sharply reduce bene-
fits for some senior citizens and could 
jeopardize access to care for millions of 
others.’’ 

My district has more than 267,000 sen-
iors, the oldest congressional district 
in the country. I will not stand by 
while we devastate Medicare and raise 
taxes on individuals and small busi-
nesses. The report also warns that hos-
pitals and nursing homes could stop 
taking Medicare all together. 

I urge every Member of Congress to 
read this report so we can focus on real 
reform that does not punish our sen-
iors. 

f 

SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CLINICS 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remind my colleagues of just 
one of the essential programs included 
in the Affordable Health Care for 
America Act. This bill includes the 
first dedicated Federal funding for 
school-based health clinics. School- 
based clinics garner strong bipartisan 
support, and this provision is one of 
the many bipartisan initiatives in-
cluded in our health reform legislation. 
Today clinics in our schools are pro-
viding comprehensive and easily acces-

sible health care to nearly 2 million 
students across the country. 

Students spend 5 days a week in 
school. It’s the most logical place to 
offer primary and preventive care. 
Without this legislation, some students 
may have no access to health edu-
cation, screenings and other primary 
services. At the height of the flu sea-
son, there is a need for supporting 
these clinics, these school-based health 
clinics, now more than ever. This is 
just one more reason of why I urge my 
colleagues to help pass real health re-
form now. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT THOMAS 
CLAIBORNE, UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS 

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. 
Speaker, there are many heroes who 
have served our Nation from the Sixth 
Congressional District of Colorado. 
Today I rise to pay tribute to one hero 
in particular. Marine Corps First Lieu-
tenant Thomas Claiborne of Parker, 
Colorado. On October 29, 2009, First 
Lieutenant Claiborne was lost when his 
Marine Super Cobra collided with a 
Coast Guard C–130 during an escort 
mission off the coast of California. The 
lives of the crew of both aircraft were 
lost in this tragic training accident. 

First Lieutenant Claiborne graduated 
from the University of Colorado magna 
cum laude on a full Navy ROTC schol-
arship in May 2006 with a degree in 
aerospace engineering and later earned 
his wings as a pilot in the United 
States Marine Corps. He is remembered 
as a fine young man, an outstanding 
student and a dedicated Marine Corps 
officer who had always dreamed of fly-
ing. First Lieutenant Thomas Clai-
borne was a shining example of the Ma-
rine Corps traditions. As a fellow ma-
rine, my deepest sympathies go out to 
his family and to all that knew him. 

f 

FINANCIAL SERVICES REFORM 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush’s policies of deregulation, 
poor regulation, and lack of oversight 
of our financial system came to a head 
a little more than a year ago, and they 
brought us the worst financial crisis 
since the Great Depression. As my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
talk about unemployment and the 
stimulus package, it is their policies 
that made all of this necessary in the 
first place. 

But the Democratic Congress is roar-
ing back to protect consumers, to 
make our financial system more safe 
and sound, and to provide an orderly 
resolution of financial firms that have 
failed. Legislation being proposed right 

now will provide unprecedented protec-
tions for American consumers through 
the Consumer Financial Protection 
Agency, put procedures in place to 
make sure taxpayers will never again 
have to bail out too-big-to-fail institu-
tions, restore accountability and trans-
parency so that problems are recog-
nized and fixed before they threaten 
the entire economy, outlaw many of 
the most egregious practices, like 
subprime lending, and put our economy 
on a stable footing. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Congress is only a few 
steps away from passing a health care 
reform bill that is much needed for the 
American people. If we lose sight of our 
main goal to provide access coverage 
to everyone, especially the poor and 
the middle class that have already sac-
rificed or contributed so much so this 
country, I say, Ask not what you can 
do for the insurance companies but ask 
what you can do for the American peo-
ple. 

This is a humanitarian issue about 
responsible parents trying to provide 
for their families. The House bill ends 
the doughnut hole prescription drug 
coverage, ends copayment for preven-
tive care, ends discrimination based on 
preexisting conditions, and provides 
more health care for our youth. The 
health bill means less red tape and less 
paperwork, more time with your fami-
lies and doctors, lower premiums for 
older Americans. 

This is extremely important at a 
time that the American families are 
stretching their budgets to the brink 
to make ends meet their needs and 
may have lost their jobs. Access to 
health care is not a privilege. It’s a 
human right. I urge my colleagues to 
fight for the American family and pass 
real health care reform. 

f 

b 1230 

FINANCIAL REGULATORY REFORM 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of the Financial 
Services Committee’s work to overhaul 
our financial system. Across the Na-
tion, including my home State of 
Rhode Island, predatory lending and 
unregulated mortgage brokers led to 
unsustainable home loans and a drain 
on our economy. Now, with unemploy-
ment at 13 percent, my constituents, 
like many across the country, have had 
no other choice but to turn to credit 
cards to support their families and 
small businesses. Now what’s hap-
pening is these struggling Rhode Is-
landers are subjected to the deceptive 
practices of credit card companies 
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