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really stood up for the concept that 
thinking outside of the box was impor-
tant, that Democrat or Republican or 
left and right, that being right was all 
that mattered and not worrying about 
staying in and being locked in to pa-
rameters of so-called political doctrine. 

I would also like to point out in clos-
ing that as a personal friend of his, I 
appreciate the fact that we have been 
able to discuss his life. I just want to 
correct for the record that as far as I 
remember, Jack Kemp was not only a 
quarterback for the Chargers, he was 
the first quarterback for the Chargers. 
He was the guy that we first saw car-
rying the lightning bolt in what was 
then Balboa Stadium. We will always 
remember him not as a Congressman, 
not as a Secretary, but always the guy 
who was carrying the ball for those of 
us in San Diego. 

I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, I 
would urge the passage of S. 1211, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 1211. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CESAR E. CHAVEZ POST OFFICE 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (S. 748) to redesignate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2777 Logan Avenue 
in San Diego, California, as the ‘‘Cesar 
E. Chavez Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 748 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CESAR E. CHAVEZ POST OFFICE. 

(a) REDESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 2777 
Logan Avenue in San Diego, California, and 
known as the Southeastern Post Office, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Cesar E. 
Chavez Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Cesar E. Chavez Post 
Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BILBRAY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I now yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to encour-
age passage of S. 748, a bill to name a 
post office in the Logan Heights com-
munity of San Diego after Cesar Cha-
vez. 

I originally introduced this bill, and I 
am very pleased to see Senator BOXER’s 
companion legislation move forward. 
Cesar Chavez was born in Yuma, Ari-
zona, in 1927, and he spent the majority 
of his life advocating for safe working 
conditions and fair wages for migrant 
workers. 

This work of his was driven by a 
commitment to the principles of non-
violence and community building, 
which has become his legacy. Cesar 
Chavez means so much to my constitu-
ents in San Diego because he embodied 
the spirit of our city, a big Navy town. 

In addition to his community activ-
ism, Mr. Chavez served in the Navy, 
was a World War II veteran, and a re-
cipient of the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. Though most well-known for 
his work with farm workers, in San 
Diego we know him best for his work 
improving conditions for the men and 
women who worked on fishing boats 
and in the local canneries. 

Let me tell you a little bit about 
Logan Heights. Logan Heights is actu-
ally one of the oldest communities in 
the City of San Diego, and it’s a neigh-
borhood rich in Hispanic heritage. 
Cesar Chavez is a hero to the people of 
Logan Heights. 

Every year the community holds a 
parade in honor of him on his birthday, 
March 31, which is celebrated in Cali-
fornia as a State holiday. In fact, many 
young people devote themselves to 
service on that day. 

In 2003, the United States Postal 
Service issued a commemorative post-
age stamp to honor Cesar Chavez. A 
post office named in his honor in our 
community would be a lasting tribute 
to his legacy and symbolic of how one 
person can truly make a difference. 

Please join me in recognizing an 
American hero and honoring the com-
munity of Logan Heights. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I have 

no speakers at this time, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to my friend and 
colleague from California (Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN). 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, it is a great honor to be able 

to be here today to urge passage of this 
bill. Especially for those of us who per-
sonally knew Cesar Chavez, it has a 
special meaning. 

Every year in San Jose, on Cesar’s 
birthday, we walk from Cesar Chavez 
School on the east side to Cesar Chavez 
Plaza, which is right in the heart of 
San Jose. 

b 1500 

Many of his relatives continue to live 
in San Jose, and in fact he did his first 
organizing about eight blocks from my 
home in San Jose. So it is with a great 
deal of pride that people in San Jose, 
California, endorse and support the 
idea of this post office, even if it is in 
San Diego, not in San Jose. 

We would just like to say that it is 
an honor to be supportive of his mem-
ory. We think of him often. He was a 
leader who brought people together, 
and I will give just one example. We 
have the Mexican Heritage Plaza in 
San Jose that sits on the site of the 
Safeway that was the object of the first 
organizing effort on the grape boycott 
that Cesar Chavez led. One of the major 
contributors to that plaza is Safeway. 
So he managed actually to bring people 
who were in opposition together and 
made for a more peaceful and a more 
just world. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this tribute to him. 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
my time. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am pleased to yield 3 minutes to 
my colleague and friend from San 
Diego, Mr. FILNER, who, by the way, 
actually represented this district and 
had carried similar legislation. 

Mr. FILNER. I thank Mrs. DAVIS. As 
she said, I represented this area, Logan 
Heights, for 10 years in Congress. I 
want to thank her for picking up the 
banner and doing something that the 
community really wants and under-
stands as a clear incentive and appro-
priate honor that children in the area 
and other members will look to Cesar 
Chavez as their hero. 

When I was a graduate student at 
Cornell University studying history, I 
had a colleague in the department of 
philosophy who was doing a Ph.D. the-
sis on the nature of saintliness, what 
constitutes a saint throughout history. 
The only American figure that he could 
find really to exemplify his notion of 
saintliness was Cesar Chavez. And it 
was not just because Chavez was an ad-
vocate of some of the most oppressed 
members of our society, farm workers, 
seasonal workers, but in the manner in 
which the he approached politics. 

I marched with Cesar. I knew him. He 
approached politics with an air of hu-
mility and contemplation, and, of 
course, nonviolence. The marches he 
undertook, the boycotts, the hunger 
strikes, all were done in a spirit that 
he was going to serve the people that 
he represented. He was their servant, 
and he exemplifies the notion of being 
a servant to those people in the most 
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calm, nonviolent way that you can 
imagine; and people around him, and as 
his movement grew, were inspired by 
this incredible saintly manner that he 
exemplified and practiced. 

He was a politician, yes, and he orga-
nized the farm workers. He organized 
boycotts. He had great victories for or-
ganizing and unionizing farm workers 
in California and other parts of the Na-
tion. But it was the manner in which 
he did this, the calmness, the non-
violence, the sense that he could take 
all of these indignities and all the pres-
sure and oppression, and respond in a 
positive way. 

I think that is what influenced so 
many people, and why this honor that 
Mrs. DAVIS is sponsoring today is so 
important, to name a post office in the 
Logan Heights Community that really 
were his constituents. 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, just to 
close, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot about 
Cesar Chavez that a lot of people don’t 
remember. The fact is that he was a 
decorated naval veteran. Also, they 
don’t remember that Cesar Chavez was 
probably a good, well, 20 years ahead of 
his time. In fact, Cesar Chavez in 1969 
led the first march on the Mexican bor-
der to protest illegal immigration. He 
was accompanied by Walter Mondale 
and Ralph Abernathy at that time to 
alert all to the problems that were 
equating with illegal immigration at 
that time. 

In fact, in 1979, Mr. Chavez, testifying 
before Congress, pointed out that when 
farm workers strike and their strike is 
successful, the employers go to Mexico 
and have unlimited, unrestricted use of 
illegal immigrants to break our 
strikes. He also pointed out that the 
employers used professional smugglers 
to recruit and transport human contra-
band across the Mexican border specifi-
cally to break the union strikes of the 
farm workers. 

I think as we recognize him, we un-
derstand that history does repeat 
itself. Years and years later, 20 years 
later, there were those raising the 
issue of the impact on the working 
class by illegal immigration, but first 
and foremost there was Cesar Chavez 
at the Mexican border saying illegal 
immigration is hurting us more than 
anybody is willing to admit and that 
the growers and the wealthy were bene-
fiting from the exploitation of illegal 
immigration. History will show that 
Cesar Chavez was right and brave to 
stand up in 1969, and we should be 
doing the same today. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, before closing, I include for the 
RECORD this letter from the council 
president of San Diego, Mr. Ben Hueso, 
who also is celebrating and encour-
aging us to support this post office for 
Cesar Chavez in the community and 
recognizing what a hero he is to the 
people. 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO, 
San Diego, CA, October 6, 2009. 

Hon. SUSAN A. DAVIS, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MS. DAVIS: Cesar Chavez is a hero in 
my community, so I heartily endorse the 
proposal that the United States Postal Serv-
ice facility located at 2777 Logan Avenue, 
San Diego, be renamed the Cesar E. Chavez 
Post Office in his honor. Though he passed 
away in 1993, this union leader’s accomplish-
ments continue to impact the quality of life 
for farm workers and other laborers. 

I am happy that you have sponsored H.R. 
1820 to effect this change, and that the bill 
has 15 House cosponsors. I am not surprised 
that support for the redesignation of the 
post office is widespread. This proposal was 
unanimously endorsed by the Senate in Au-
gust, cosponsored by Senator Barbara Boxer. 

Please let me know if there is anything 
else I can do to support your effort to honor 
Cesar Chavez. 

Sincerely, 
BENJAMIN HUESO. 

Council President. 
Mr. Speaker, I also wanted to men-

tion in closing, I mentioned the fact 
that we have a holiday in California 
that young people devote to service. I 
think what is so really engaging about 
that particular holiday is that we have 
young people throughout the commu-
nity that are so eager to carry on his 
legacy. They do it throughout the com-
munity in multiple ways, with the en-
vironment, educating others, educating 
their peers and going into schools and 
preschool centers to really feel that 
they are part of his legacy and to speak 
to the students. 

To see the way that they really tell 
you so proudly of the experiences that 
they have had in his memory is very, 
very appealing; and I think it is con-
tinuing to make a difference in the 
lives of young people in San Diego 
today. 

With that, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting S. 748. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 748. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ISOTOPES 
PRODUCTION ACT OF 2009 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3276) to promote 
the production of molybdenum-99 in 
the United States for medical isotope 
production, and to condition and phase 
out the export of highly enriched ura-
nium for the production of medical iso-
topes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3276 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American 

Medical Isotopes Production Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Molybdenum-99 is a critical medical iso-

tope whose decay product technecium-99m is 
used in approximately two-thirds of all diag-
nostic medical isotope procedures in the 
United States, or 16 million medical proce-
dures annually, including for the detection 
of cancer, heart disease, and thyroid disease, 
investigating the operation of the brain and 
kidney, imaging stress fractures, and track-
ing cancer stages. 

(2) Molybdenum-99 has a half-life of 66 
hours, and decays at a rate of approximately 
one percent per hour after production. As 
such, molybdenum-99 cannot be stockpiled. 
Instead, molybdenum-99 production must be 
scheduled to meet the projected demand and 
any interruption of the supply chain from 
production, to processing, packaging, dis-
tribution, and use can disrupt patient care. 

(3) There are no facilities within the 
United States that are dedicated to the pro-
duction of molybdenum-99 for medical uses. 
The United States must import molyb-
denum-99 from foreign production facilities, 
and is dependent upon the continued oper-
ation of these foreign facilities for millions 
of critical medical procedures annually. 

(4) Most reactors in the world which 
produce molybdenum-99 utilize highly en-
riched uranium, which can also be used in 
the construction of nuclear weapons. In Jan-
uary 2009, the National Academy of Sciences 
encouraged molybdenum-99 producers to 
convert from highly enriched uranium to low 
enriched uranium, and found that there are 
‘‘no technical reasons that adequate quan-
tities cannot be produced from LEU targets 
in the future’’ and that ‘‘a 7-10 year phase- 
out period would likely allow enough time 
for all current HEU-based producers to con-
vert’’. 

(5) The 51-year-old National Research Uni-
versal reactor in Canada, which is respon-
sible for producing approximately sixty per-
cent of United States demand for molyb-
denum-99 under normal conditions, was shut 
down unexpectedly May 14, 2009, after the 
discovery of a leak of radioactive water. It is 
unclear whether the National Research Uni-
versal reactor will be able to resume produc-
tion of molybdenum-99. 

(6) The United States currently faces an 
acute shortage of molybdenum-99 and its 
decay product technetium-99m due to tech-
nical problems which have seriously inter-
rupted operations of foreign nuclear reactors 
producing molybdenum-99. 

(7) As a result of the critical shortage of 
molybdenum-99, patient care in the United 
States is suffering. Medical procedures re-
quiring technetium-99 are being rationed or 
delayed, and alternative treatments which 
are less effective, more costly, and may re-
sult in increased radiation doses to patients 
are being substituted in lieu of technetium- 
99. 

(8) The radioactive isotope molybdenum-99 
and its decay product technetium-99m are 
critical to the health care of Americans, and 
the continued availability of these isotopes, 
in a reliable and affordable manner, is in the 
interest of the United States. 

(9) The United States should move expedi-
tiously to ensure that an adequate and reli-
able supply of molybdenum-99 can be pro-
duced in the United States, without the use 
of highly enriched uranium. 

(10) Other important medical isotopes, in-
cluding iodine-131 and xenon-133, can be pro-
duced as byproducts of the molybdenum-99 
fission production process. In January 2009, 
the National Academy of Sciences concluded 
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