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is spent quickly. Every $1 spent on unemploy-
ment benefits generates $1.63 in new eco-
nomic activity. 

The new Senate amendments to this bill will 
do even more to breathe life into our econ-
omy. With the inclusion of these amendments, 
this crucial legislation will strengthen our do-
mestic housing market by extending the 
$8,000 first-time homebuyer tax credit through 
April, 2010. These amendments will also ex-
pand eligibility for the homebuyer credit so 
more families qualify. Specifically, the bill will 
establish a $6,500 tax credit for families that 
have lived in their current home for five or 
more consecutive years and who are looking 
to purchase and move into a new home. By 
expanding the tax credit to include more than 
just first-time homebuyers, this bill will further 
stimulate the economy and help us to continue 
to fully recover from the recession. 

I strongly support these amendments be-
cause, for many people in my district, the ex-
tended and expanded tax credit will allow 
them to realize the American Dream of owning 
a home. If passed, this bill will also provide 
housing tax relief for military families that have 
sacrificed so much to defend our great nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this necessary and timely legislation be-
cause it provides relief to unemployed Ameri-
cans when they need it the most and it ex-
tends and expands the first-time homebuyer 
tax credit. If we do not pass this bill, we will 
not only face a financial crisis but a moral def-
icit in this country as well. We cannot allow 
that to happen. I urge all members to vote 
‘‘aye’’ on the Senate amendments to H.R. 
3548, the Unemployment Compensation Ex-
tension Act of 2009. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of this bipartisan legislation to 
extend unemployment insurance benefits, ex-
tend and expand the homebuyer tax credit, 
and provide needed liquidity to businesses 
struggling to stay afloat in this difficult econ-
omy. 

Millions of Americans remain unemployed 
through no fault of their own and are strug-
gling to make ends meet. If Congress and the 
President had not taken action with the Re-
covery Act, millions more would be unem-
ployed. We now know that the Recovery Act 
has saved or created at least 640,000 jobs 
across the country and 6,700 jobs in Mary-
land. 

We are seeing signs of economic recovery 
and progress. The housing and stock markets 
are rebounding and the gross domestic prod-
uct increased for the first time last month. To 
help sustain the rebound in the housing mar-
ket, I am pleased that the bill will extend the 
first-time homebuyer tax credit as well as ex-
pand the credit to those homeowners who 
have been in their current residence for at 
least the last five years. Additionally, this legis-
lation will provide needed liquidity to cash- 
strapped businesses by giving companies a 
one-time opportunity to carry back their oper-
ating losses for five years in order to further 
support our economic recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, much work remains to be 
done. Protecting the middle class, rebuilding 
our economy, and providing job growth re-
mains our top priority. I urge my colleagues to 
support this much-needed legislation. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 3548, which extends 
unemployment benefits to scores of Ameri-

cans who are out of work due to the severe 
downturn in the economy. The bill will also 
continue to extend the First Time Home Buyer 
Tax Credit though April 30, 2010. 

The $8,000 First Time Home Buyer Tax 
Credit program has allowed approximately 
350,000 hard working Americans to achieve 
the dream of home ownership this year. Given 
that this nation is still struggling, providing 
American families with an $8,000 homebuyer 
tax credit will stabilize the housing market and 
stimulate the economy. The bill will also pro-
vide a $6,500 homebuyer credit to current 
homeowners who purchase another home. 

Furthermore, providing an extension of the 
First Time Home Buyer Tax Credit will also 
help further encourage job growth at a time 
when it is desperately needed. With the pur-
chase of a home, other jobs are created in 
various sectors. This includes construction, 
plumbing, home appliances, and numerous 
other jobs that are the result of expanding af-
fordable housing. There is also evidence that 
suggests that neighborhoods are safer and 
become more stable when there are high 
rates of home ownership in the community. 

This legislation also extends unemployment 
benefits to millions of Americans who other-
wise would lose much needed and deserved 
benefits. In this sluggish economy, American 
workers are finding it more difficult to find 
good jobs and this benefit will fill this gap. 

This bill could not be any timelier. It extends 
a provision that allows states with high unem-
ployment, like Michigan, to provide a total of 
twenty weeks of extended benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe today’s legislation will 
further help the workers of Michigan through 
these difficult times. I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 3548 and urge my colleagues to support 
today’s legislation. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, Oregon 
has one of the highest unemployment rates in 
the country at 11.5%, which means that hun-
dreds of thousands of Oregonians are without 
work. In the Portland region, roughly 140,000 
residents are out of work. 

The average weekly unemployment insur-
ance benefit in Oregon is $310. Each week, I 
receive letters indicating how much of a lifeline 
these unemployment benefits are. Unfortu-
nately, many families are nearing the end of 
these benefits. 

Today, I voted to provide stability to Amer-
ican families hit hardest by the recession by 
extending unemployment benefits. The legisla-
tion will provide families with at least 14 weeks 
of additional benefits, and six more weeks to 
those living in the 27 states with the highest 
unemployment rates—states including Oregon. 
This means over 11,000 Oregonians will retain 
their insurance for an additional 20 weeks. 

Also, this bill does not add to the deficit. 
Rather, it is paid for by extending a federal un-
employment tax that has been in place for 
more than 30 years. 

It is important to recognize that the losses 
from unemployment will last long after these 
workers—and the millions like them around 
the country—have again found work. Income 
losses for workers who are let go in a reces-
sion can persist for as long as two decades, 
and in some cases longer. 

The economic crisis gripping the United 
States is one of the greatest economic chal-
lenges that the country has faced. It can be 
squarely traced to the ideology of economic 
deregulation, leaving the government with few 

tools to address the reckless actions of many 
financial institutions until it was too late. 

It is time to rebuild the foundations of our 
economy and improve our fiscal fitness. I look 
forward to working with my colleagues to cre-
ate a nation where every family is safe, 
healthy, and economically secure. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 3548, the Worker, Home-
ownership, and Business Assistance Act of 
2009. The bill contains an important provision 
extending and expanding the successful First- 
Time Homebuyer Tax Credit to homes pur-
chased through April 30, 2010. Under current 
law, the tax credit would expire on December 
1, 2009, and would not apply to homes closed 
on or after that date. The extension allows for 
homebuyers to claim the credit if they enter 
into a binding contract before May 1, 2010 
and close within 60 days of that date. In addi-
tion to the extension of the First-Time Home-
buyer Tax Credit worth up to $8,000, the legis-
lation expands the credit to homebuyers who 
have been in their current residence for at 
least the past five years. The expanded credit 
is worth up to $6,500. 

There is strong evidence that suggests this 
program has greatly aided in stabilizing our 
nation’s housing market, and it has also 
helped to improve Guam’s housing market. 
The extension of the First-Time Homebuyer 
Tax Credit will allow this program to complete 
its designed purpose and provide a longer 
term stimulus to the recovering, but still lag-
ging housing market. This legislation further 
expands the tax credit to current homeowners 
who have been in their homes for at least five 
years but wish to move to a new residence. 
This expansion will provide an additional in-
centive for responsible homeowners to partici-
pate in this program. The tax credit will further 
stimulate the housing market to a point where 
more potential buyers will enter the market, in 
turn helping to stabilize and eventually in-
crease housing prices. The passage of this 
legislation marks an important step toward the 
full recovery of our nation’s housing market 
and our economy overall. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 3548. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

WORLD WAR I MEMORIAL AND 
CENTENNIAL ACT OF 2009 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1849) to designate the Liberty 
Memorial at the National World War I 
Museum in Kansas City, Missouri, as 
the National World War I Memorial, to 
establish the World War I centennial 
commission to ensure a suitable ob-
servance of the centennial of World 
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War I, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1849 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘World War 
I Memorial and Centennial Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) More than 4,000,000 men and women 

from the United States served in uniform in 
the defense of liberty during World War I, 
among them two future presidents, Harry S. 
Truman and Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

(2) 2,000,000 individuals from the United 
States served overseas during World War I, 
including 200,000 naval personnel who served 
on the seas. 

(3) The United States suffered 375,000 cas-
ualties during World War I. 

(4) The events of 1914 through 1918 shaped 
the world, our country, and the lives of mil-
lions of people in countless ways. 

(5) The centennial of World War I offers an 
opportunity for people in the United States 
to learn about the sacrifices of their prede-
cessors. 

(6) Commemorative efforts allow people in 
the United States to gain a historical under-
standing of the type of conflicts that cause 
countries to go to war and how those con-
flicts are resolved. 

(7) Kansas City is home to the Liberty Me-
morial and America’s National World War I 
Museum (as so recognized in the Ronald W. 
Reagan National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2005 (Public Law 108–375)). 

(8) America’s National World War I Mu-
seum seeks— 

(A) to preserve the history of World War I; 
and 

(B) to educate and enlighten people about 
this significant event, the consequences of 
which are still with us. 

(9) Kansas City is home to the national 
headquarters for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

(10) Missouri is the home State of General 
John Joseph Pershing, who commanded the 
American Expeditionary Forces in Europe 
during World War I. 

(11) The Kansas City area is the home of 
the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library 
and Museum. 

(12) The Dwight David Eisenhower Presi-
dential Library and Museum is located close 
to Kansas City in the neighboring State of 
Kansas. 

(13) There is no nationally recognized me-
morial honoring the service of Americans 
who served in World War I. 

(14) In 1919, the people of Kansas City, Mis-
souri, expressed an outpouring of support 
and raised more than $2,000,000 in two weeks 
for a memorial to the service of Americans 
in World War I. That fundraising was an ac-
complishment unparalleled by any other city 
in the United States irrespective of popu-
lation and reflected the passion of public 
opinion about World War I, which had so re-
cently ended. 

(15) Following the drive, a national archi-
tectural competition was held by the Amer-
ican Institute of Architects for designs for a 
memorial to the service of Americans in 
World War I, and the competition yielded a 
design by architect H. Van Buren Magonigle. 

(16) On November 1, 1921, more than 100,000 
people witnessed the dedication of the site 
for the Liberty Memorial in Kansas City, 
Missouri. That dedication marked the only 
time in history that the five allied military 

leaders; Lieutenant General Baron Jacques 
of Belgium, General Armando Diaz of Italy, 
Marshal Ferdinand Foch of France, General 
John J. Pershing of the United States, and 
Admiral Lord Earl Beatty of Great Britain, 
were together at one place. 

(17) General Pershing noted at the Novem-
ber 1, 1921, dedication that ‘‘[t]he people of 
Kansas City, Missouri, are deeply proud of 
the beautiful memorial, erected in tribute to 
the patriotism, the gallant achievements, 
and the heroic sacrifices of their sons and 
daughters who served in our country’s armed 
forces during the World War. It symbolized 
their grateful appreciation of duty well done, 
an appreciation which I share, because I 
know so well how richly it is merited’’. 

(18) During an Armistice Day ceremony in 
1924, President Calvin Coolidge marked the 
beginning of a three-year construction 
project for the Liberty Memorial by the lay-
ing of the cornerstone of the memorial. 

(19) The 217-foot Liberty Memorial Tower 
has an inscription that reads ‘‘In Honor of 
Those Who Served in the World War in De-
fense of Liberty and Our Country’’ as well as 
four stone ‘‘Guardian Spirits’’ representing 
courage, honor, patriotism, and sacrifice, 
which rise above the observation deck, mak-
ing the Liberty Memorial a noble tribute to 
all who served in World War I. 

(20) During a rededication for the Liberty 
Memorial in 1961, World War I veterans and 
former Presidents Harry S. Truman and 
Dwight D. Eisenhower recognized the memo-
rial as a constant reminder of the sacrifices 
during World War I and the progress that fol-
lowed. 

(21) The 106th Congress recognized the Lib-
erty Memorial as a national symbol of World 
War I. 

(22) The National World War I Museum is 
the only public museum in the United States 
specifically dedicated to the history of World 
War I. 

(23) The National World War I Museum is 
known throughout the world as a major cen-
ter of World War I remembrance. 
SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF THE LIBERTY MEMO-

RIAL AT THE NATIONAL WORLD WAR 
I MUSEUM IN KANSAS CITY, MIS-
SOURI, AS THE NATIONAL WORLD 
WAR I MEMORIAL. 

The Liberty Memorial at the National 
World War I Museum in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, is hereby designated as the ‘‘National 
World War I Memorial’’. No Federal funds 
may be used for the annual operation or 
maintenance of such Memorial. 
SEC. 4. COMMISSION ON THE COMMEMORATION 

OF THE CENTENNIAL OF WORLD 
WAR I. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
commission to be known as the World War I 
Centennial Commission (in this Act referred 
to as the ‘‘Commission’’). 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Commis-
sion is to ensure a suitable observance of the 
centennial of World War I that promotes the 
values of honor, courage, patriotism, and 
sacrifice, in keeping with the representation 
of these values through the four Guardian 
Spirits sculpted on the Liberty Memorial 
Monument at America’s National World War 
I Museum. 

(c) DUTIES.—The Commission shall have 
the following duties: 

(1) To plan, develop, and execute programs, 
projects, and activities to commemorate the 
centennial of World War I. 

(2) To encourage private organizations and 
State and local governments to organize and 
participate in activities commemorating the 
centennial of World War I. 

(3) To facilitate and coordinate activities 
throughout the United States related to the 
centennial of World War I. 

(4) To serve as a clearinghouse for the col-
lection and dissemination of information 

about events and plans for the centennial of 
World War I. 

(d) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-

mission shall be composed of 24 members as 
follows: 

(A) Four members appointed by the Speak-
er of the House of Representatives. 

(B) Three members appointed by the mi-
nority leader of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(C) Four members appointed by the Senate 
majority leader. 

(D) Three members appointed by the Sen-
ate minority leader. 

(E) Seven members who are broadly rep-
resentative of the people of the United 
States (including members of the armed 
services and veterans), appointed by the 
President. 

(F) The executive director of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States (or the 
director’s delegate). 

(G) The executive director of the American 
Legion (or the director’s delegate). 

(H) The president of the Liberty Memorial 
Association, the nonprofit entity responsible 
for the management of America’s National 
World War I Museum (or the president’s dele-
gate). 

(2) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS.—The Archivist of 
the United States and the Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution shall serve in an ex 
officio capacity on the Commission to pro-
vide advice and information to the Commis-
sion. 

(3) CONTINUATION OF MEMBERSHIP.—If a 
member of the Commission under subpara-
graph (F), (G), or (H) of paragraph (1) ceases 
to hold a position named in such subpara-
graph, that member must resign from the 
Commission as of the date that the member 
ceases to hold that position. 

(4) TERMS.—Each member shall be ap-
pointed for the life of the Commission. 

(5) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—All mem-
bers of the Commission shall be appointed 
not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(6) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion shall— 

(A) not affect the powers of the Commis-
sion; and 

(B) be filled in the manner in which the 
original appointment was made. 

(7) PAY.—Members shall not receive com-
pensation for the performance of their duties 
on behalf of the Commission. 

(8) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member shall 
receive travel expenses, including per diem 
in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with the 
applicable provisions under subchapter I of 
chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code. 

(9) QUORUM.—A majority of members of the 
Commission plus one shall constitute a 
quorum, but a lesser number may hold hear-
ings. 

(10) CHAIRPERSON; VICE CHAIRPERSON.—The 
Commission shall elect the Chairperson and 
Vice Chairperson of the Commission by a 
majority vote of the members of the Com-
mission. 

(11) MEETINGS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall 

meet at the call of the Chairperson, except 
that the first meeting shall be held before 
the end of the 120-day period beginning on 
the effective date of this Act. 

(B) LOCATION.—The Commission shall hold 
the first meeting at America’s National 
World War I Museum in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, and thereafter shall hold at least one 
meeting per year at such location. 

(e) DIRECTOR AND ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL 
OF THE COMMISSION; EXPERTS AND CONSULT-
ANTS.— 

(1) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.— 
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(A) APPOINTMENT.—The Chairperson of the 

Commission shall, in consultation with the 
members of the Commission, appoint an ex-
ecutive director and such other additional 
personnel as may be necessary to enable the 
Commission to perform its duties. 

(B) PAY.—The executive director and staff 
of the Commission may be appointed without 
regard to the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointments in the 
competitive service, and may be paid with-
out regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and 
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title re-
lating to classification and General Schedule 
pay rates, except that the rate of pay for the 
executive director and other staff may not 
exceed the rate payable for level V of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule under section 5316 of such 
title. 

(C) WORK LOCATION.—If the city govern-
ment for Kansas City, Missouri, and the non-
profit organization which administers Amer-
ica’s National World War I Museum make 
space available, the executive director and 
any additional personnel appointed under 
subparagraph (A) shall work in the building 
that houses that museum. 

(2) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Com-
mission may procure temporary and inter-
mittent services under section 3109(b) of title 
5, United States Code. 

(3) STAFF OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Upon re-
quest of the Commission, the head of any 
Federal department or agency may detail, on 
a reimbursable basis, any personnel of that 
department or agency to the Commission to 
assist it in carrying out its duties under this 
Act. 

(f) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.— 
(1) HEARINGS AND SESSIONS.—For the pur-

pose of carrying out this Act, the Commis-
sion may hold hearings, sit and act at times 
and places, take testimony, and receive evi-
dence as the Commission considers appro-
priate. 

(2) POWERS OF MEMBERS AND AGENTS.—If 
authorized by the Commission, any member 
or agent of the Commission may take any 
action which the Commission is authorized 
to take by this section. 

(3) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Com-
mission shall secure directly from any de-
partment or agency of the United States in-
formation necessary to enable it to carry out 
this Act. Upon the request of the Chair-
person of the Commission, the head of that 
department or agency shall furnish that in-
formation to the Commission. 

(4) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.— 
(A) ACCEPTANCE BY COMMISSION.—The Com-

mission may accept, use, and dispose of gifts, 
bequests, or devises of services or property, 
both real and personal, for the purpose of 
aiding or facilitating the work of the Com-
mission. 

(B) DEPOSIT AND AVAILABILITY.—Gifts, be-
quests, or devises of money and proceeds 
from sales of other property received as 
gifts, bequests, or devises shall be deposited 
in the Treasury and shall be available for 
disbursement upon order of the Commission. 

(5) MAILS.—The Commission may use the 
United States mails in the same manner and 
under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the United States. 

(6) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.— 
Upon the request of the Commission, the Ad-
ministrator of General Services shall provide 
to the Commission, on a reimbursable basis, 
the administrative support services nec-
essary for the Commission to carry out its 
responsibilities under this Act. 

(7) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission 
is authorized to procure supplies, services, 
and property and to make or enter in con-
tracts, leases, or other legal agreements; ex-
cept that any contract, lease, or other legal 
agreement made or entered into by the Com-

mission may not extend beyond the date of 
termination of the Commission. 

(g) REPORTS.— 
(1) PERIODIC REPORT.—Beginning not later 

than the last day of the 3-month period be-
ginning on the effective date of this Act, and 
the last day of each 3-month period there-
after, the Commission shall submit to Con-
gress and the President a report on the ac-
tivities and plans of the Commission. 

(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Commission 
shall submit to the President and Congress 
annual reports on the revenue and expendi-
tures of the Commission, including a list of 
each gift, bequest, or devise to the Commis-
sion with a value of more than $250, together 
with the identity of the donor of each gift, 
bequest, or devise. 

(3) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than 2 
years after the effective date of this Act, the 
Commission shall submit to Congress and 
the President a report containing specific 
recommendations for commemorating the 
centennial of World War I and coordinating 
related activities. 

(h) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT 
WAIVER.—Section 14 of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.), relating to 
the termination of advisory committees, 
shall not apply to the Commission. 

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 

appropriated to the Commission to carry out 
this Act $500,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 
through 2019. 

(2) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts made avail-
able under this subsection shall remain 
available until the termination of the Com-
mission as described in subsection (k). 

(j) ANNUAL AUDIT.—For any fiscal year for 
which the Commission receives an appropria-
tion of funds, the Inspector General of the 
Department of the Interior shall perform an 
audit of the Commission, shall make the re-
sults of any audit performed available to the 
public, and shall transmit such results to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 

(k) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall 
terminate on the earlier of the date that is 
30 days after the activities honoring the cen-
tennial observation of World War I are car-
ried out, or July 28, 2019. 

(l) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on January 1, 2010. 

b 1330 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. BILBRAY) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
he might consume to the author of this 
legislation, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CLEAVER). 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, the 
First World War ended with an armi-
stice on November 11, 1918. The people 

of Missouri’s largest city began to 
think about what they could do to me-
morialize the men and women who had 
sacrificed in World War I. And so in No-
vember of 1918, community leaders 
came together and raised $2.5 million 
in 10 days. Now if you recalculate the 
$2.5 million to inflation, it totals $30 
million in 10 days. 

The memorial was opened on Novem-
ber 1, 1921, to a tumultuous crowd of 
200,000 people, including General John 
J. Pershing, and this photo shows a 
portion of the 200,000 people who came 
and listened to the five Allied leaders 
who were together only once in history 
at the dedication of the Liberty Memo-
rial in 1921. 

Harry Truman played a pivotal role 
in this because there was a rededica-
tion in 1961 with 40,000 people showing 
up to join Harry Truman and Dwight 
Eisenhower as they rededicated the 
memorial. 

This was 1921. Let me show you a pic-
ture of the memorial today. 

When I was elected mayor of Kansas 
City in 1991, the Liberty Memorial was 
in disrepair and so I came to Wash-
ington, met with the head of the Na-
tional Park Service and asked if they 
could help. He said what National Park 
Service directors should say, We don’t 
have any money to try to rebuild the 
Liberty Memorial and since we don’t 
have a World War I memorial and there 
is no space on the mall, we hope some-
thing else can transpire. 

So as mayor, I went out for a vote 
with a half cent sales tax which the 
voters approved, and we then repaired 
the World War I monument, and this is 
it with part of the downtown skyline in 
the background. Not only did we re-
build the World War I monument, but 
also the museum at the bottom. This is 
an actual photograph. 

Now the sales tax was a point of 
great pride because we were trying to 
show the National Park Service that 
the people of Kansas City would, in 
fact, take care of this. This is the 
newspaper clipping, the front page on 
the day after the tax, ‘‘Voters Endorse 
Higher Sales Tax to Fix Landmark,’’ 
and it shows the map which is every 
part of the city approved this tax in 
order to maintain the Liberty Memo-
rial. 

The Liberty Memorial is a special 
place in Kansas City, Missouri, and 
people come there from all over the 
Nation. In fact, 3 years ago at the an-
nual Veterans Day ceremony, the old-
est living veteran from World War I, 
Mr. Buckles, at 106 years of age, actu-
ally came to the memorial, sat beside 
me in a wheelchair and wept. 

Here is a photograph of the Liberty 
Memorial just 15 months ago that 
shows me standing in front of 75,000 
people, and then President Barack 
Obama, taking advantage of the crowd 
I drew, standing also in the background 
to speak to 75,000 just 15 months ago. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is sup-
ported by over 101 Members of Con-
gress. It is bipartisan. All nine Mem-
bers of the Missouri delegation support 
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it. A part of Kansas City is in the dis-
trict of Congressman SAM GRAVES who 
has been an ardent supporter of this. 

I yield first to the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) whose father 
was there at the beginning of this land-
mark. 

Mr. SKELTON. I certainly thank the 
gentleman from Missouri for yielding, 
and I compliment him on this effort 
today which I fully support, as well as 
for his successful effort when he was 
mayor of Kansas City. 

The Liberty Memorial is not only a 
landmark, it is a museum that is like 
no other museum in our country. It re-
flects that war, the war to end all wars 
in which America was engaged so deep-
ly. And this memorial has a special 
meaning for me, Mr. Speaker, since my 
father served in the Navy during that 
war. If you go into the memorial, you 
will see his picture in his pancake hat 
with USS Missouri emblazoned on the 
front with the ribbon down the back. 
He was so proud of his service in that 
war. 

Those folks are gone now, but this 
serves as a memorial to them, and 
more than that, and it serves as a mu-
seum like none other. It is good for 
people interested in the art of warfare, 
it is good for people who understand 
and enjoy history to go there and 
learn. It is a special place for all those 
in uniform to reflect upon what Amer-
ica did in yesteryear. 

This is a wonderful undertaking. I 
am so proud of the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) for this resolu-
tion. I compliment him and fully sup-
port it and hope it has a unanimous 
vote. 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. GRAVES). 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 1849, the World 
War I Memorial and Centennial Act of 
2009, and I want to thank my friend and 
Missouri colleague, Congressman 
EMANUEL CLEAVER, for introducing this 
legislation. I would very much like to 
echo his remarks. He has been very ac-
tive in this process, the work he has 
done at the memorial in Kansas City, 
and I am very proud to call him a good 
friend. 

As Mr. CLEAVER has already men-
tioned, H.R. 1849 is a fitting recogni-
tion and tribute to all U.S. veterans 
who served in World War I, at home 
and abroad. This bill designates the 
Liberty Memorial, the National World 
War I Museum in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, as the National World War I Me-
morial. To be clear, there is no nation-
ally recognized memorial honoring the 
service of Americans who served in 
World War I. H.R. 1849 also establishes 
a World War I Centennial Commission 
to ensure suitable observance of the 
centennial of World War I which is fast 
approaching. 

Again, I thank Congressman CLEAVER 
for his outstanding work on this impor-
tant legislation. I would strongly urge 

its adoption. Thanks for letting me be 
a part of it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
Mr. SKELTON. 

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I in-
clude for the record a letter from the 
Department Commander and Depart-
ment Adjutant of the Department of 
Missouri, The American Legion, as well 
as an American Legion Department of 
Missouri resolution to designate the 
Liberty Memorial of Kansas City at the 
National World War I Museum as the 
National World War I Memorial. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI, INC., 

Jefferson City, MO, October 7, 2009. 
Representative IKE SKELTON, 
Rayburn Office Bldg., 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE SKELTON: On Behalf 
of the 54,000 Legionnaires of The American 
Legion Department of Missouri, we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your service to our Country and to the 
citizens of the Great State of Missouri. Re-
cently during our 91st Annual Department 
Convention, held in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
we adopted Missouri Resolution Three, 
which urges the Congress of the United 
States to designate the Liberty Memorial, at 
the National World War I Museum in Kansas 
City, Missouri, as ‘‘The National World War 
I Memorial.’’ I have attached a copy of said 
resolution. 

The Liberty Memorial site was dedicated 
in November of 1921 and marks the only time 
in history that five Allied Military Leaders 
were present to honor the more that 4,000,000 
men and women that served during World 
War I. General of the Armies John J. Per-
shing, a native of Missouri, noted on that 
day ‘‘the people of Kansas City, Missouri are 
deeply proud of this beautiful memorial, 
erected in Tribute to the Patriotism, the gal-
lant achievements, and the heroic sacrifices 
of their sons and daughters who served in our 
country’s Armed Forces during the World 
War. It Symbolized their grateful apprecia-
tion of Duty Well Done, and appreciation, 
which I share, because I know so well how 
richly it is merited.’’ 

The Memorial has been and still remains a 
proud part of the patriotic heritage of, not 
only the people of Missouri, but of the 
United States of America and should be des-
ignated as ‘‘The National World War I Memo-
rial’’. 

Thank you for your consideration and con-
tinued support. 

Sincerely, 
VICTOR J. STRAGLIATI, 

Department Commander. 
WADE F. PROSSER, 

Department Adjutant. 
RESOLUTION 

Subject: Designate Liberty Memorial, Kan-
sas City, Missouri at the National World 
War I Museum as the National World 
War I Memorial. 

Whereas more than 4,000,000 American 
served in World War I, and 

Whereas there is no nationally recognized 
Memorial honoring the Service of those over 
4,000,000 American, and 

Whereas in 1919 (90 years ago since this is 
2009) the people of Kansas City, Missouri, ex-
pressed an outpouring of support and raised 
more than $2,000,000 in two (2) weeks for a 
Memorial to the service of American who 
served in World War I. This fund was an ac-

complishment Unparalleled by any other 
city in the United States Irrespective of pop-
ulation and reflected the passion of Public 
opinion about World War I, which had so re-
cently ended, and 

Whereas following the drive, a national ar-
chitectural competition was held by the 
American Institute of Architects for designs 
for a memorial to the service of Americans 
in World War I, and the competition yielded 
a design by Architect H. Van Buren 
Magonigle, and 

Whereas on November 1, 1921, more than 
100,000 people witnessed the dedication of the 
site for the Liberty Memorial in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and 

Whereas the dedication of the site on No-
vember 1, 1921 marked the only time in his-
tory that the five (5) allied Military Leaders 
present, Lieutenant General Baron Jacques 
of Belgium, General Armando Diaz of Italy, 
Marshal Ferdinand Foch of France, Admiral 
Lord Earl Beatty of Great Britain, and Gen-
eral of the Armies John J. Pershing of the 
United States of America, were together at 
one place, and 

Whereas General of the Armies John J. 
Pershing, a native of Missouri and the Com-
mander of the American Expeditionary 
Forces in World War I, noted at the Novem-
ber 1, 1921 Dedication that ‘‘the people of 
Kansas City, Missouri are deeply proud of 
the beautiful memorial, erected in Tribute 
to the patriotism, the gallant achievements, 
and the heroic sacrifices of their sons and 
daughters who served in our country’s armed 
forces during the World War. It symbolized 
their grateful appreciation of duty well done, 
and appreciation which I share, because I 
know so well how richly it is merited’’, and 

Whereas during an Armistice Day cere-
mony in 1924, President Calvin Coolidge 
marked the beginning of a three year con-
struction project for the Liberty Memorial 
by the Laying of the cornerstone, and 

Whereas the 217 foot Liberty Memorial 
Tower has an inscription that reads, ‘‘In 
honor of Those Who Served in the World War 
in Defense of Liberty and Our Country’’ as 
well as Four (4) stone ‘‘Guardian Spirits’’ 
representing Courage, Honors, Patriotism, 
and Sacrifices, which rise above the Observa-
tion deck, making the Liberty Memorial a 
noble Tribute to all who served in World War 
I, and 

Whereas during a rededication of the Lib-
erty Memorial in 1961, World War 1 Veterans 
and former Presidents Harry S. Truman and 
Dwight D. Eisenhower recognized the memo-
rial as a constant reminder of the sacrifices 
during World War I and the progress that fol-
lowed, and 

Whereas the 106th Congress recognized the 
Liberty Memorial as a National Symbol of 
World War I, and 

Whereas the 108th Congress designated 
that the museum at the base of The Liberty 
Memorial as ‘‘American’s National World 
War I Museum’’, and 

Whereas the American’s National World 
War I Museum is the only Public museum in 
the United States specifically Dedicated to 
the History of World War I, and 

Whereas the National World War I Museum 
is known throughout the World as a major 
center of World War I remembrance, now 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved: by The American Legion Depart-
ment of Missouri in regular Convention assem-
bled in Jefferson City, Missouri on July 16, 17, 
18, and 19, That The American Legion De-
partment of Missouri urges The Congress of 
The United States of America to designate 
The Liberty Memorial, Kansas City, Mis-
souri at the National World War I Museum in 
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Kansas City, Missouri as the ‘‘NATIONAL 
WORLD WAR I MEMORIAL’’. 

VICTOR J. STRAGLIATI, 
Department Com-

mander, Department 
of Missouri, The 
American Legion. 

WADE F. PROSSER, 
Department Adjutant, 

Department of Mis-
souri, The American 
Legion.

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to yield such time as he may con-
sume to the distinguished gentleman 
once removed from Missouri, but from 
California now, Mr. DREIER. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague from San Diego for yield-
ing, and I am very privileged and hon-
ored to join here with my fellow na-
tives of the Show Me State. And I want 
to congratulate my former mayor from 
Kansas City and now distinguished col-
league here in the House for intro-
ducing this resolution. 

First and foremost, this is about rec-
ognizing those tens of thousands of 
Americans who lost their lives in the 
First World War. It was a very chal-
lenging time for the entire world when 
we look at the two alliances that ex-
isted at that time. It is often forgotten 
when we talk about the Great World 
War being the Second World War. 

The Liberty Memorial is very impor-
tant to me personally, as the gen-
tleman from Kansas City and I have 
discussed, Mr. Speaker. My great- 
grandfather was on the city council of 
Kansas City, Charles O. LaRue. He was 
one of the individuals who played a 
role in the construction of the Liberty 
Memorial itself when it was built in 
1921. In 1921, he was a member of the 
city council. 

I have memories of having first vis-
ited the Liberty Memorial when I was 
a very young child. In fact, I remember 
very vividly when I was 4 or 5 years old 
and President Eisenhower came and de-
livered a spectacular address at the 
foot of the Liberty Memorial in Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

Recently, I had a chance to be there 
and see the dramatic expansion of this 
memorial. As one walks in and see the 
poppies on display that you walk over, 
it is a very moving experience when 
you think about the men who faced the 
conflict in World War I. 

I just want to say that I have told my 
friend from Kansas City that I anx-
iously look forward, with my great- 
grandfather’s name being inscribed at 
the base of the Liberty Memorial, to be 
able to participate in any celebration 
or ceremony they have. He has invited 
me to be there, and I will join him and 
it will be a great honor. I am privileged 
to be invited, and I am proud to be a 
cosponsor of Mr. CLEAVER’s resolution. 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Too quickly we forget those who 
have served all over the world. Sadly, 
we even forget the magnitude of the 
wars they fought. So often in the 
United States, we think about Europe 
in World War I and service there, but 
this truly was a world war. It was a 

war that transformed not only Europe, 
but Asia and Africa. We forget about 
that. We forget that the wars were not 
just fought in Flanders Field, but 
fought in villages and on three con-
tinents. And we not only saw the bat-
tles of Americans in the skies of 
France, but we also saw, like my moth-
er’s side of the family, Australians 
fighting in Turkey; the battles in 
Saudi Arabia; the concepts and the bat-
tles in Africa. These are things that we 
don’t read about and think about, but 
it truly was a world conflict involving 
millions and millions of men and 
women around the world. 

This memorial in the heart of Amer-
ica is so appropriate for us to stop and 
think about the fact that although a 
lot of Americans had second thoughts 
and misgivings about our venturing 
overseas, the first major venture that 
we had seen in that century following 
the last venture, which was actually 
very close to our neighborhoods. 

b 1345 
So I think it is quite appropriate 

that today, where America finds itself 
today involved around the world, that 
we’ve got to remember that we didn’t 
start this. We inherited the fact that 
World War I was truly when America 
stepped forward, and not just declaring 
ourselves a world power, but one that 
would stand up and fight for freedom 
whenever and wherever it was threat-
ened. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
to close, let me just, first of all, com-
mend all of our colleagues with lineage 
and heritage to the great State of Mis-
souri. Let me also commend Represent-
ative CLEAVER for his introduction of 
this legislation. 

And I couldn’t end without paying 
special tribute to the family of Rep-
resentative SKELTON for the tremen-
dous service that they have provided to 
this country, both in the military, and 
of course Chairman SKELTON here in 
this House of Representatives. 

As we move towards Veterans Day, 
where we will honor and pay tribute to 
all of our veterans because they have 
given all of us the opportunity to live 
in a free and democratic society—and I 
don’t think there is anything more im-
portant than that—I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
1849. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1849, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 

proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CORPORAL JOSEPH A. TOMCI POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3788) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 3900 Darrow Road in Stow, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Corporal Joseph A. 
Tomci Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3788 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CORPORAL JOSEPH A. TOMCI POST 

OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 3900 
Darrow Road in Stow, Ohio, shall be known 
and designated as the ‘‘Corporal Joseph A. 
Tomci Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Corporal Joseph A. 
Tomci Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. BILBRAY) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House 
subcommittee with jurisdiction over 
the United States Postal Service, I am 
very proud to present H.R. 3788 for con-
sideration. This measure will designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 3900 Darrow Road in 
Stow, Ohio, as the ‘‘Corporal Joseph A. 
Tomci Post Office Building.’’ 

H.R. 3788 was introduced by my col-
league Representative STEVEN 
LATOURETTE of Ohio on October 13, 
2009, and favorably reported out of the 
Oversight Committee by unanimous 
consent on October 29, 2009. Addition-
ally, this legislation enjoys the over-
whelming support of the Ohio House 
delegation. 

After graduating from Stow-Munroe 
Falls High School in 2003, Corporal 
Tomci joined the U.S. Marine Corps 
and was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Divi-
sion, II Marine Expeditionary Force 
out of Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 

Tragically, on August 2, 2006, while 
conducting combat operations during 
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