H12252

designating the regime change as a coup, the
U.S. has suspended all non-emergency for-
eign assistance. The African Union and other
international organizations have similarly de-
nounced the coup but, despite international
pressure, a return to democracy seems un-
likely.

This is a sad sequence of events for a
country once lauded as a success story in Af-
rica. Madagascar, as you may recall, was the
first country to receive a contract from the Mil-
lennium Challenge Cooperation when, in April
2005, the Millennium Challenge Corporation
signed a 4-year, $110 million Compact with
the Republic of Madagascar to raise incomes
by assisting the rural population to transition
from subsistence agriculture to a market econ-
omy.

Today, the new government threatens not
only the fragile ecosystems, but the citizens of
their own nation. This is why | strongly support
this resolution that calls on people of Mada-
gascar to immediately undertake a democratic,
consensual process to restore constitutional
governance, culminating in free, fair and
peaceful elections, as well as denounce the il-
legal extraction of Madagascar's natural re-
sources.

Mr. POE of Texas. We have no other
speakers, Mr. Speaker, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 839, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

CALLING ON THE U.S. AND INTER-
NATIONAL COMMUNITY TO AD-
DRESS THE NEEDS OF SRI
LANKA’S TAMIL INTERNALLY
DISPLACED PERSONS

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 711) calling on the
United States Government and the
international community to address
the human rights and humanitarian
needs of Sri Lanka’s Tamil internally
displaced persons (IDPs) currently liv-
ing in government-run camps by sup-
porting the release of such IDPs, imple-
menting and facilitating an inde-
pendent oversight of the process of re-
lease and resettlement, and allowing
foreign aid groups to provide relief and
resources to such IDPs, as amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 711

Whereas May 2009 marked the conclusion
of the 26-year struggle between the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a State
Department designated Foreign Terrorist Or-
ganization, and the Government of Sri
Lanka, and the Government of Sri Lanka
committed itself to caring for and ensuring
the speedy return of the civilians internally
displaced as a result of the fighting;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka is
seeking to identify former combatants who
were part of the LTTE and as part of the vet-
ting process the Government of Sri Lanka
has set up make-shift camps that initially
housed over 280,000 internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs) who fled their homes as the war
drew to an end;

Whereas of those 280,000 internally dis-
placed persons at the end of the war, ap-
proximately 10,000 of those individuals are
being separately held by the Government of
Sri Lanka as former combatants or on sus-
picion of having supported the LTTE;

Whereas as part of the United Nations
Human Rights Council 11th Special Session
on Sri Lanka held on May 27, 2009, the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka made commitments to
the world to improve the conditions for the
civilians housed in the camps and stated
that the ‘“‘bulk’ of the IDPs would be reset-
tled within 180 days;

Whereas as of October 23, 2009, over 51,000
IDPs have been released from the closed
camps in the Vanni, and of those 36,000 have
been returned to their districts of origin and
found accommodation in their own homes or,
pending return to their homes, with host
families and in vacant houses of friends or
relatives; and over 16,000 IDPs of special cat-
egories, such as the elderly, pregnant women
and their families, priests, students, or peo-
ple of special needs, have been released to
host families or institutions;

Whereas as of October 23, 2009, some 220,000
civilian IDPs still remain in military-guard-
ed camps in the four northern districts of
Vavuniya, Mannar, Jaffna, and Trincomalee;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka has
announced that it would facilitate in the
next few weeks the voluntary return of over
40,000 civilian IDPs by the end of October and
60,000 per month of the remaining IDPs in
the camps;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka has
made some progress in easing camp conges-
tion, registering IDPs, expanding access to
humanitarian organizations, and demining
the north, but much remains to be done to
improve humanitarian conditions, particu-
larly before the onset of the monsoon season;

Whereas the United States is urging the
safe and speedy return of civilian IDPs, con-
tinued access for international humanitarian
organizations, and the registration and pro-
vision of national identification cards to
IDPs, to help promote freedom of movement;
and

Whereas the United States supports the
rapid release and voluntary return of all ci-
vilian IDPs as a critical element of national
reconciliation in Sri Lanka: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) urges the Government of Sri Lanka,
consistent with its obligation to provide se-
curity for all of its citizens, to expeditiously
allow freedom of movement for civilian in-
ternally displaced persons (IDPs) to leave
their camps voluntarily and return in safety
and dignity to their homes or, where that is
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not possible, to live with host families or
move to open transit sites;

(2) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka
to ensure that IDP camps are truly civilian
in nature and administered by civilian au-
thorities, rather than under military super-
vision, and give full access to national and
international humanitarian organizations
and observers, including the International
Committee of the Red Cross, in order to
monitor the situation and to assist in the
care of IDPs; and

(3) urges the Government of Sri Lanka to
promote justice and political reconciliation
for all parties, and engage in dialogue with
all parties, including Tamils inside and out-
side Sri Lanka on new mechanisms for de-
volving power, improving human rights, and
increasing accountability.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution and
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This resolution calls upon the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka to expeditiously
release its internally displaced Tamil
population from military-guarded
camps and begin the process of polit-
ical reconciliation.

This past May marked the conclusion
of a long and brutal civil war between
the Government of Sri Lanka and the
Tamil Eelam, or LTTE, a U.S.-des-
ignated foreign terrorist organization.
While the United States and the inter-
national community welcome the end
to this bloody war and congratulate
the Government of Sri Lanka on its
military victory, it is now time for the
government to accelerate the process
of releasing the hundreds of thousands
of ethnic Tamils from the squalor
camps where they have been confined.

By all accounts, the Government of
Sri Lanka has made great progress in
de-mining the northern part of the
country to allow the successful return
of the Tamil population. Now with the
timeline it previously provided to the
international community having come
and gone, it must take the next step
and provide the international commu-
nity with a transparent and
implementable road map for the re-
lease of the remaining IDPs.

For the safety of its own citizens who
seek a return to normalcy, the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka should turn the
camps over to proper civilian authori-
ties and allow frequent, unconditional,
and uninhibited access to the United
Nations, the International Committee
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on the Red Cross, and other aid groups.
It is long past time for the Sinhalese
and the Tamil populations of Sri
Lanka to turn the page and, hand in
hand, begin a new life together as citi-
zens of a whole, peaceful Sri Lanka.

But doing so will require the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to support a genuine
reconciliation process, one that ex-
tends beyond local elections, and to
make a determined effort to under-
stand and address the legitimate con-
cerns of its Tamil citizens.

I commend the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAvVIS) for introducing this
important and timely resolution, and I
urge all of my colleagues to join me in
supporting it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in support of House Resolution
711, as amended, a measure calling at-
tention to the plight of internally dis-
placed Tamil civilians in northern Sri
Lanka.

Mr. Speaker, the United States and
Sri Lanka share a long history of cor-
dial relations, based in large part on
common democratic traditions. The
United States has been a friend to Sri
Lanka, and there should be no doubt
that we have stood with the people of
Sri Lanka in the fight against ter-
rorism.

As Members are aware, Sri Lanka
waged a long and Dbitter conflict
against the Liberation Tigers of the
Tamil Eelam, called the LTTE, also
known as the Tamil Tigers, a sepa-
ratist group that has been designated
by the United States as a foreign ter-
rorist organization ever since 1997.

For nearly 30 years, the LTTE
claimed to represent the aspirations of
all Sri Lankan Tamils for a separate
homeland and became notorious in the
process for pioneering the suicide bomb
jacket. They are responsible for at
least a dozen high-level assassinations,
including former Indian Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi, as well as over 200
suicide attacks.

During that struggle, the United
States was a steadfast supporter of Sri
Lanka’s efforts to stop the flow of arms
and financing to the LTTE by pro-
viding law enforcement assistance and
providing training and equipment to
help the Sri Lankan military defend
itself against the terrorist actions of
the LTTE.

After fierce fighting in late May, the
world witnessed the cessation of fight-
ing in Sri Lanka and the apparent con-
clusion of its long-running insurgency.
This brutal conflict cost tens of thou-
sands of Sinhalese and Tamil lives, up-
rooted countless Sri Lankans from
their homes, left thousands maimed or
wounded, and badly divided this na-
tion.

In this regard, the United States re-
mains deeply concerned for the welfare
of the hundreds of thousands of inter-
nally displaced persons uprooted by the
current fighting.
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Congress joins with the executive
branch in recognizing the tremendous
loss of life and hardships endured by
the civilians in northern Sri Lanka. To
help address their many urgent needs,
the United States has provided some
$566 million in humanitarian assistance
in 2009.

Mr. Speaker, the Department of
State has emphasized that while the
Government of Sri Lanka has made
some progress in easing camp conges-
tion, registering internally displaced
persons, called IDPs, and expanding ac-
cess by humanitarian organizations,
much more work remains to be done to
meet its commitment to the return of
the majority of displaced persons by
the end of the year. This is particularly
the case with monsoon season ap-
proaching.

We urge the government to allow ro-
bust humanitarian access to the dis-
placed person camps and to work hand-
in-hand with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross,
and the nongovernment organizations
to ensure that civilian IDPs are ac-
corded the rights and care meeting the
highest international standards. The
United States stands ready to help the
government in these efforts.

Mr. Speaker, the defeat of the LTTE
offers a chance for Sri Lanka to forge
a new beginning and to ensure a lasting
end of terrorism. To seize this oppor-
tunity, bold actions are needed to
share power and assure all of Sri
Lanka’s communities a future of hope,
respect, and dignity.

As a former U.S. ambassador to Sri
Lanka has noted, ‘“‘Through such ac-
tions, a truly united Sri Lanka can
emerge—a Sri Lanka that is rooted in
democracy and tolerance, where human
rights are respected, where media can
operate freely and independently, and
where all Sri Lankans can participate
freely in an open dialogue on the way
forward for your country.”

Mr. Speaker, I hope a successful rec-
onciliation and healing process will
emerge to help ensure a lasting end to
terrorism in Sri Lanka and open a way
for a brighter future for these people.
The United States looks forward to
working with Sri Lanka in that impor-
tant endeavor. I support the adoption
of this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
very pleased to yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS),
the sponsor of this important resolu-
tion.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, let me express my apprecia-
tion to Chairman BERMAN for yielding
time and also for the expeditious man-
ner in which this measure has been
handled.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 711, a bipartisan resolution
calling on the Sri Lankan Government
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and the international community to
address the human rights and humani-
tarian needs of Sri Lanka’s Tamils. I
urge all Members of the body to sup-
port it.

Mr. Speaker, May of 2009 marked the
conclusion of the 26-year struggle be-
tween the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam and the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment. As a result of this war, tens of
thousands of Sri Lankan citizens have
been displaced and are without homes.

The Sri Lankan Government believes
that among their displaced citizens are
former Liberation Tiger militants. As
part of the vetting process, the Sri
Lankan Government has set up make-
shift camps to house over 280,000 inter-
nally displaced persons and allow the
government to relocate these suspected
militants. Allegations are being re-
ported that the standard of treatment
and the living conditions afforded to
people in these camps is grossly inad-
equate.

Mr. Speaker, the United Nations
Human Rights Council’s 11th special
session on Sri Lanka met on May 27,
2009, to address the internally displaced
persons in government-run camps. Dur-
ing this session, the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment made commitments to im-
prove the conditions for the people
housed in these camps and stated that
the bulk of the people would be reset-
tled within 180 days. After the first 150
days passing with no progress, the Sri
Lankan Government has just released
some 50,000 people, which is a good first
step; although nearly 230,000 internally
displaced persons still remain held in
camps.

So, Mr. Speaker, I support this reso-
lution that calls on the Sri Lankan
Government to release their citizens
and allow them to return to their
homes and properties. I, again, urge my
colleagues to support the internally
displaced persons in their quest for
freedom.

Again, I would like to thank Chair-
man BERMAN for his expeditious han-
dling of this matter. I urge its support.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE), the ranking member of the
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Ter-
rorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise as
well in support of this resolution, call-
ing on the U.S. Government and the
international community to address
the humanitarian needs of the Sri
Lankan internally displaced Tamil
community, and I think the needs are
very great.

The Sri Lankan Government routed
the Tamil Tigers, a U.S.-designated
foreign terrorist organization, earlier
this year. This terror group has left a
rather bloody trail in South Asia, and
that trail, frankly, has even led to our
shores.

The Tamil Tigers perfected the use of
suicide bombers. They invented the
suicide belt. They assassinated two
world leaders. They’ve pioneered the
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use of women in suicide attacks. The
Tigers have fund-raised in the United
States. In recent years, the FBI has ar-
rested men attempting to export shoul-
der-fired missiles and other sophisti-
cated weapons to the group.
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Frankly, the FBI reports the Tamil
Tigers are among the most dangerous
and deadly extremists in the world. An
estimated 280,000 ethnic Tamil Tigers
were displaced from their homes due to
the fighting earlier this year, and they
are now in refugee camps. The condi-
tion of these camps are grim. They are
crowded. They are dirty. They lack
basic necessities. NGO reports that
come to us show severe water short-
ages. Many Tamils have had to line up
for up to 5 hours to receive even mea-
ger food rations.

It is important that we continue to
monitor the human rights conditions
in these camps. Abuses must be
checked. Although progress has been
slow up until recently, I was very
pleased to read a BBC report the other
day that between 2,000 to 3,000 people
are now leaving the camps every day.
This is progress, although I am sure it
is not fast enough for some.

On this point, I think we should be
clear. The Sri Lankan Government
should be working to release civilian
displaced persons in an expeditious
manner, not the terrorist population
that may be 10,000 strong, hiding out in
the camps. These are the same terror-
ists that wused civilians as human
shields and employed lethal force to
prevent civilians from fleeing the pre-
vious fighting. The Tamil Tiger infra-
structure must be rooted out even as
we support the effort to release the ci-
vilian displaced persons in this expedi-
tious manner.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 711, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
WORLD PNEUMONIA DAY

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
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lution (H. Res. 863) recognizing the
scourge of pneumonia, urging the
United States and the world to mobi-
lize cooperation and prioritize re-
sources to fight pneumonia and save
children’s lives, and recognizing No-
vember 2 as World Pneumonia Day, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 863

Whereas pneumonia Kkills an estimated
4,000,000 people every year, according to the
World Health Organization and UNICEF;

Whereas more than 150,000,000 episodes of
pneumonia occur every year among children
under the age of five in developing countries,
accounting for more than 95 percent of all
new cases worldwide;

Whereas of the 8,800,000 children under the
age of five who die every year, up to 2,000,000
die from pneumonia;

Whereas pneumonia kills 1 child every 15
seconds;

Whereas pneumonia Kkills more children
than any other illness;

Whereas an estimated 26 percent of neo-
natal deaths within the first month after
birth are caused by severe infections, includ-
ing pneumonia;

Whereas these deaths occur primarily in
the world’s poorest countries;

Whereas for every child who dies of pneu-
monia in an industrialized country, more
than 2,000 children die of pneumonia in poor
countries;

Whereas pneumonia is a preventable and
treatable problem;

Whereas more than 1,000,000 lives could be
saved each year through pneumonia preven-
tion and treatment;

Whereas many childhood pneumonia
deaths can be prevented with early diag-
nosis;

Whereas immunizing children against mea-
sles, whooping cough, Haemophilus
influenzae type b (Hib), and pneumococcus
could cut the rate of severe pneumonia in
half;

Whereas studies indicate that in devel-
oping countries, only one in four caregivers
know the two key symptoms of pneumonia,
fast and difficult breathing, which indicate
that a child should be treated immediately;

Whereas fewer than 5 of children suffering
from pneumonia in the developing world re-
ceive antibiotics which are available for less
than $1;

Whereas health professionals agree that
prevention and treatment of pneumonia
must be a priority in broader, coordinated
child survival strategies;

Whereas in the context of child survival
strategies, pneumonia control requires a
three-prong program of protection, preven-
tion, and treatment;

Whereas preventing and treating childhood
pneumonia is critical to reducing the mor-
tality rate of children under the age of five;
and

Whereas World Pneumonia Day is recog-
nized on November 2 annually: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) affirms its commitment to child sur-
vival and development programs that focus
on protection, prevention, and treatment of
pneumonia;

(2) salutes the health professionals and
community health workers who are on the
front lines in the world’s poorest countries,
extending preventative care and treatment
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to children most at risk of contracting pneu-
monia;

(3) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to reducing child mortality; and

(4) recognizes World Pneumonia Day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

The United States has repeatedly af-
firmed its commitment to reducing
child mortality. We have endorsed the
U.N. Millennium Development Goals,
one of which is to reduce by two-thirds
between 1990 and 2015 the under 5 mor-
tality rate.

We know about the scourge of hunger
and the disastrous impacts of diseases
like AIDS, malaria, and measles on
children around the world. But many
people are not aware of that more chil-
dren die of pneumonia than anything
else. Every 15 seconds, a child dies from
pneumonia, about 2 million children
each year.

It is estimated that more than 150
million episodes of pneumonia occur
every year among children under the
age of 5 in developing countries, ac-
counting for more than 95 percent of
all new cases worldwide. Yet pneu-
monia is preventable; it is a treatable
illness. A life can be saved with anti-
biotics that cost less than a dollar. It
is really outrageous that we have the
ability to save lives and we don’t be-
cause the money is not used for it.

Sadly, according to UNICEF, fewer
than 20 percent of children suffering
from pneumonia receive these anti-
biotics which they so desperately need.
Despite the fact that pneumonia kills
more children under 5 than AIDS, ma-
laria, and measles combined, it has re-
ceived far less attention and funding
than any of them.

Pneumonia can be treated if recog-
nized and diagnosed early. Yet fewer
than 25 percent of caregivers in the de-
veloping world are trained to identify
the two telltale symptoms of pneu-
monia: fast and difficult breathing.

To raise awareness of these dis-
tressing statistics and to build support
for addressing the problem, World
Pneumonia Day is recognized annually
on November 2. That was yesterday.
And yesterday, organizations and coun-
tries across the globe joined forces in
support of the first-ever World Pneu-
monia Day.

I am proud to report in New York
City where I live, more than 100 leaders
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